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List of Unclaimed Letters Remaining in ncand perhaps she was; most girls arc 
until their hearts are warmed by the 
glance of the man for whom they 
have been waiting since time began. 
Then the snow melts and reveals the 
flower-gemmed plains beneath, smil
ing in «radiance for his delight. After 
all, she need not mlxrry ; it would be 
grand to be the mistress of Wayne- 
ford, to be rich, to be a kind virgin 
queen, a modern Elizabeth.

She laughed softly and stretched 
out her shapely arms. She need no 
longer dread; the future—and how she 
had dreaded it!—she was secure 
against the. buffets of Fortune! Mis
tress of Wayneford!

Her maid knocked and entered.
“Your horse is waiting, miss; shall 

I send it back?”
“No, no. Goodwin!” replied Vero

nica. "Get me quickly into my habit 
—quickly! I am longing for a gal
lop!”

In a few minutes she was down
stairs and mounted, and with a light 
but firm touch was holding the high- 
spirited mare in hand. As she passed 
up the avenue she heard the sound of 
wheels, and. looking round, saw the 
great landau driving up to the en
trance: Lord Lynborough was going 
for his daily drive.

Half way down the avenue she put 
her mare at the low railing and got 
onto the grass of the park; the groom 
thundered after her, but presently 
she heard him pull up and saw him 
dismount and examine his horse's 
shoes.

"What is the matter, Brown?” she
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him, is his wife. Eh, do you see her, 
Villiers?”

Villiers did see her as she stood, 
one hand on the arm of her compan
ion, who talked to a group of celeb
rities. Soon he was elbowing his way 
toward her.

he said, accosting 
her with an air of delicate -melan
choly, "this is indeed a tri—pleasure. 
How- little 1 guessed I was to meet 
you to-night.”

“We stayed unexpectedly,” she an
swered, a momentary shyness—for 
she remembered their last interview 
—enhancing all her charms.-

“Is it too late,” he said, in lowered 
key, “or may I dare to as.k if you hold 
me excused for—two years ago?” •

Now she was self-possessed again : 
looked through him, down upon him, 
from the royalty of her beautiful 
young matronhood.

“I hold you fully excused,” she said, 
“and am myself immeasurably grate
ful to you.”
’ She turned to her husband with 
the perfection of contentment. Mr. 
Viliers, very sorry indeed for himself, 
went and found Leonora in a remote 
corner, told her morosely she had 
powdered too freely, and took her of!' 
home without, vouchsafing the infor

mation that her step-sister was one 
of the brightest stars in the brilliant 
throng they were leaving.

CHAPTER I.
She moved her hand in a gesture so 

like his that the old lawyer Was 
struck by it

"Thank you; 1 will decide now,” 
she said. “I have a good memory, 
Mr. Bolton.” She turned to him with 
a smile. “I know what poverty 
means. Poverty is a crime. I saw 
my father die.” Her eyes filled with 
tears, her lips quivered. “I know 
what wealth means. After all, I need 
never marry.”

Her voice died away, her eyes grew 
meditative.

“Decide!” said the earl, almost 
sharply.

She turned her eyes on him and 
drew her slim, graceful form erect.

“I have decided, my olrd,” she said 
“I will abide by the conditions.”

“Good!” exclaimed the earl, gent
ly. “We will not trouble you any fur
ther, Veronica.”

Mr. Bolton moved towards the door, 
but the earl was before him and op
ened it for her, and, with a slight 
inclination! of her shapely head, she 
passed out. And, even to the old and 
blase lawyer, something of the sun
light seemed to have passed out with 
her.

His lordship got back to his chair 

and sank into it.
“I knew I could count upon her," 

he said, with the cynical twist of his 
thin lips. “Draw up the will, Bolton. 
I'll sign it to-morrow.”
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During their absente Mrs. Alwyn 
took up residence in a tiny London 

house on the skirts of a fashionable 
square,- and with perseverance wor

thy of a better cause began sweeping 

the matrimonial seas once more for 
Leonora's behoof.

The labor was shortened unexpect
edly. Mr. Rupert Villiers came du
tifully to pay his respects to his 
aunt, his compliments to his cousin. 
About Leonora’s broken engagement 
the major had withheld all particu
lars. He was not the man to gpssip 
even with his son over a woman's 
disappointment. The ladies soon 
found to their relief that nothing of 
the pseudo Mr. Morecoombe-Wood's 
history was known to any one likely 

■to retail it.
“The man was unworthy of my 

Leonora! never name him to me. On
ly help her to forget him,” Mrs. Al
wyn begged, and Mr. Rupert obeyed 
very literally.

He found the cultivation of cynic
ism slow for a lengthened period. 
Mrs. Alwyn's “straightened means" 

(she kept Sydney’s supplementing 
hundreds strictly to herself) were not 

contemptible, taken' in conjunction
with a stock of valuable 
furniture. What was hers was 
1 Leonora's. Leonora was hand
some still, especially by candle-light 
Presently the young lady took to 
wearing a certain sapphire ring giv
en her on a memorable occasion. Up
on that hint, Mr. Villiers spoke, with 
the result that before another season 
began he was inducted as ostensihl* 
master of “Number twenty-three. 
Gladys Crescent.”

They suit in their new positions ex
cellently. After his and» her own 
self each admfres the other to the 
top of their bent. But they never 
trouble each other with too much of 
confidences ; so when one day Mr. 
Villiers read aloud from his paper the 
tragic end. in a San Francisco gamb
ling saloon, of a swindler of Euro
pean reputation whose description he 
well recognizedc he felt under no ne
cessity to confess that he had had 
many dealings with this questionable 
character, nor did he dream that the 
rascal put an end to by a Californian 
knife was at one time near standing 
in the marital shoes he now wore so 
easily.

Major Villiers took his son's settle
ment with moderate satisfaction.

“It wasn't the one I wanted, more’s 
the pity for you, Rupert," he said; 
and though fairly reconciled to life 
and his lot, Mr. Rupert once allowed 
himself to echo that regret.

It was at a big gathering the 'year 
after he had married, to which, after 
much toadying of a society magnate, 
he had got himself and Leonora in
vited, and where, among a throng of 
name and rank, they had found them
selves nobodies,
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General HospitalBut the Hursts are rarely in Lon- 

! don, though preferment of society and 
science is ready enough for them 
there if they cared to take it. “Stu
art’s” was in the market when they 
came back to England, and now. 
cleared to the last payable farthing 

j of the debt poor John Alwyn died un
der, “Stuart’s” is their home.
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CHAPTER II.

Veronica went tip the great stair 
case to her room; rooms, it should 
be written, for she had been given u 
suite in the best position, facing 
south and looking over the Italian 
garden and the park and meadows 
which stretched beyond. They were 
palatial rooms, furnished in the lat
est mode “according to Waring,” with 
all the luxury which practically, un 
limited wealth could supply. This 
luxury, this weath had at first con
fused and bewildered her—she had 
been summoned to it from a “first- 
floor-front” in Camden town ; but 
there is nothing to which one so soon 
gets accustomed as luxury, and Vero
nica had grown so used to it that,' 
if she had not quite forgotten the 
old days of semi-gentility—what a 
hateful combination of words it Is!— 
the splendo'ur of her surroundings 
had ceased to Impress—and oppress 
her. Now, as she looked round at all 
the evidences of wealth and position. 
Innumerable in detail and large in the 
gross, she could not help feeling that 
they were not transient but perpetual.

Wayneford, which she had seen and 
which had seemed to her a rural 
palace, and enormous wealth were te 
be hers on one, and thfe simplest con
dition. She was to marry a man of 
rank. Well, why not?

No woman was more free from- z
small vanities than Veronica, but ev
en she could imagine it as possible 
that she would be able to comply with 
the condition. In the circle, the coun
ty circle, that revolved round Lord 
Lynborough, its acknowledged centre, 
there were many men of title—some 
of them of historical title-
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: when she wills. Thence go forth oth- 
| er works by Gilbert Hurst and that 
co-laborer, whom only few know of, 
which earn him wide publicity and 
praise, and bring in revenue which 
now he little needs.

For under Richard Drayton's pru
dent management Granfylde sends a 
steady stream of riches on them, and 

| Sydney declares if she had not Gil- 
| bert to tell her what channels to turn 
it into she should be perplexed out of 
all enjoyment of this troublesome, 
ever-expanding wealth.

Troublesome Indeed! Why, what is 
it Mrs. Gilbert Hurst likes better?

This:
She came silently the other day up

on her husband and their flve-year-
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old daughter in deep conclave under 
one of the bee-haunted blossoming 
limes in their garden. The sun shone 
through the leaves. The sky above 
was intensely blue. To life’s begin
ner the world looked very fair. Said 
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newsA good-tempered 
£e)low seeing him forlorn (it was 

’ Tufter, by the way), spent five min
utes in pointing out to him the nota
bilities of the evening—among them.

"That tall fellow with the brown 
heard. He’s blind, though you’d nev
er guess it. He's written a book on 
Upper Egypt that's all the rage among 
the blues just now. Some society got 
him up to lecture this afternoon, and 
my lord president nabbed him for to- 
right. That dark-eyed woman every
one is looking at, leaning against

WILLIAM WILSON 8 SONS at Til
r als° lear

H, A beharch Lane, London, B.C.the little one 
aloud,

“But it doesn’t matter for that.”
“And what does not matter for 

what, sweetheart?” her father asked.
“Your being blind, father, for just 

the things that are pretty. But oh, I 
wish you were not blind for some
thing else!”

“What is it?”
“To see mother. She is such a 

beautiful mother.”
Gilbert stretched his arm over the 

grass and gathered the child to him.
“I know that, little one, without 

And shall I tell you

that the
■and most 

of them had expressed an admiration 
for Miss Veronica Gresham, the niece 
of the Earl of Lynborough. It seem
ed such an easy condition; she had, 
so to speak, but to choose.

At the thought, the straight brows, 
the Denby brows, came together, and 
she made a little moue of distaste. 
Girls are supposed to be. always 
thinking of marriage; Veronica 
thought of it but seldom; no man of
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'a sail

They called her coldmy seeing, 
something more wonderful? That 
dear mother ot yours grows more and 
more beautiful to me every single day 
of our lives.”

“Flatterers!” she said, happy tears 
in her eyes, her hand on her child’s 
brown hair, her head on her husband’s 
shoulder.

And there was Sydney Hurst’s best 
cherished wealth!

THE END.
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