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Glads!#»*’» Mow» Unie Speech.
(Continued from third page.)

Mr. Gladstone said : “I could wish 
that it had been ponible to expound 
the house the whole policy and intentions 
of the government with reference to Ire
land. Although the questions of reform 
in the tenure of land and Irish Govern 
ment are ao closely and inseparably con- 
nacted it is yet impossible to undertake 
the task of elucidating both questions 
together. I do not know of any prev 
ioua task laid upon me involving so di 
versified an exposition. In contemplat
ing the magnitude of this task I am filled 
with painful mistrust, but that mistrust 
is absorbed in a feeling of the responsib 
illty that will be upon me if I should faii 
to bring home to the public mind the 
magnitude and the various aspects of the 
question. We should no longer fence or 
skirmish with this question. (Loud 
cheers.) We should come to close quar
ters with it (Cheers.) We should get 
at the root of it. We should take means 
not merely intended for the wsnts of to- 
day or tomorrow, but should look into 
the distant future. We have arrived at 
a stage in our political transactions with 
Ireland when the two roads part one 
from the other, not soon probably to
meet again. The time is come when 
is incumbent on the duty and the honor 
of parliament to come to some decisive 
resolution on this matter. Our ioten 

•tion is, therefore, to propose to the com 
mons that which, if happily accepted, 
will, we think, liberate parliament from 
the restraints under Which of late years it 
has ineffectually struggled to perform the 
businoas of the country, and will restore 
British legislation to its natural, ancient, 
unimpeded course, and, above all, estab
lish harmonious relations between Great 
Britain and Ireland—(bear, hear)—on 
footing of those free institutions to 
which Englishmen, Scotchmen and Irish
men alike are unalterably attached." 
(Loud cheers, prolonged by the home 
rule members.)

COERCION A FAILUR3.
After reviewing the condition and 

crime existing in Ireland since 1833, 
Mr. Gladstone described the coercive 
legislation enforced during the same per
iod as not exceptional but habitual. He 
compared Ireland during all this period 
to a man trying to find sustenance in 
medicine only meant for a cure. Coer
cion, however, had, he said, proved • no 
cure. Serious dissatisfaction continued 
to prevail in Ireland, and if England 
and Scotland had suffered similar hard
ships, he believed the people of theee 
countries would resort to means similar 
to those the Irish used to ventilate their 
grievances. (Parnellite cheers.) Coer
cion was admitted to have been a fail
ure fer the past fifty-three years, only 
two of which had been wholly free from 
repressive legislation. Coercion, unless 
stern and unbending and under an auto
cratic government, must always fail. 
Such coercion England should never re 
sort to until every other means had fail
ed.

THE ALTERNATIVE TO COERCION.
The basis of the whole mischief was 

the fact that the law was discredited in 
Ireland. It came to the Irish people 
with a foreign aspect, and their alterna
tive to coercion was to strip the law of 
its foreign character and invest it with a, 
domestic character. (Loud Irish cheers. ) 
Ireland, though represented in parliament 
numerically equal with England or Scot
land, was really not in the same position 
politically. England made her own laws. 
Scotland had been encouraged to make 
her own laws as effectually as if she had 
six times her present representation. The 
consequence was that the mainspring of 
the law in England and Scotland was felt 
to be the English or Scotch. The 
mainspring of the law in Ireland was 
nit fe't by the people of Ireland, to 
be the Irish. He, therefore, deemed it 
little less than mockery to hold that the 
state of the law, which he had described, 
conduced to the real unity of this great, 
noble, world-wide empire.

“Something must be done, continued 
Mr. Gladstone, “something is impera
tively demanded from us to restore in 
Ireland the first conditions of civil life— 
the free course of the law, the liberty of 
«very individual in the exercise of every 
legal right, tlelr confidence in the law 
and their sympathy with the law, apart 
from which no country can be called a 
civilized country.” What then was the 
problem before him ? It was this—how 
to reconcile imperial unity with diversity 
of legislatures. Mr. Grattan held that 
these purposes were reconcilable. More 
than that, he demanded a severance of 
the parliaments with a view to the con
tinuity and everlasting unity of the em
pire. Was that an audacious paradox 1 
Other countries have solved the problem, 
and under much more difficult circum
stances. “We ourselves might,” he

said, “have solved it with reepect to 
Ireland during the time that Ireland had 
a separate parliament. Did it destroy 
the unity of the British empire ?" 
(Cheers. >

EXAMPLES THAT GOVERN.
Mr. Gledetone then pointed to the ease 

of Norway and Sweden, which countries 
were, he said, united en a footing of strict 
legislative independence and oo-equality. 
Then, there was, he added, the case of 
Austria and Hungary. And with regard 
to those countries, he asked whether the 
condition of Austria at the present mo
ment was not mere perfectly solid, secure 
and harmonious than it was prior to the 
existing condition between that country 
and Hungary. It could not be question 
ed that its condition was une of solidity 
and safety compared with that of the 
time when Hungary was making war op
en her. The claim of Ireland to make 
laws for herself was never denied, con
tinued Mr. Gladstone, until the reign of 
George II. The parliament of Grattan 
was as independent in point of authority 
as it could be.

WHAT THE UNION MEANS.

They (the government) were not about 
to propose the repeal of the uaion. It 
was impossible to propose the repeal of 
the union until they had settled what 
was the sense oi the union. He defined 
the essence of the union to be the fact 
that, whereas before the union there 
were two separate and independent par
liaments, after the union there was but 
one. To speak of the dismemberment of 
the empire was in this century a misnomer 
and an absurdity. The fault of the ad
ministrative system of Ireland was that 
its spring and source of action was Eng 
lith. (CDeers.) The government, there
fore, felt that the settlement of the nues 
tion was to be found by establishing a 
parliament in Dublin—(Irish cheers)—for 
the conduct of business, of both a legis
lative and an administrative nature. The 
political economy of the three countries 
must be reconciled. There should be an 
equitable distribution of Imperial bor
dons. Next there muet be reasonable 
safeguards for the minority,and why could 
not this minority in Ireland take care of 
itself 1 He had no doubt about its ability 
to do that, when we have passed through 
the present critical period and been dis
armed of the jealousies with which any 
change was approached. Bat for the 
present there were three classes of people 
whom they were bound to consider : 
First, the class connected with the land ; 
secondly, the civil servants and officers 
of the government in Ireland ; thirdly, 
the Protestant minority.

THE CLAIMS 07 ULSTER.

The speaker could not admit the claim 
of the Protestant minority in L" later, or 
elsewhere, to rule on questions which 
were for the whole of Ireland. Several 
schemes for the separate government of 
Ulster had been submitted to him. One 
was that Ulster province should be ex
cluded from the operations of the present 
bill. Another was that a separate auton
omy should be provided for Ulster, and 
a third suggested that certain rights 
should be reserved end placed under 
provincial councils. No one of these 
proposals had appeared to the govern
ment to be so completely justified by its 
merits, or by the weight of public opinion 
in its favor, as to warrant the govern
ment in including it in their bill. How
ever, they deserved fair consideration, 
and the free discussion that would follow 
the introduction of the present bill might 
lead to the discovery of one plan which 
had a predominating amount of support, 
and the government would do their ut
most to adopt the plan that seemed the 
most likely to give general satisfaction.

THE SETTLEMENT 07 1782.

Referring to the great settlement of 
1782, Mr. Gladstone said : “It was not 
a real settlement, and why f Wai it Ire
land that prevented a real settlement 
being made 1 (Irish cheers.) No ! it wss 
a mistaken policy of England, listening 
to the pernicious voice and claims of as
cendancy. (Hear.) The Irish parliament 
labored under great disadvantages ; yit 
it had in it a spark of the ipirit of free» 
dom, and it emancipated the Roman 
Catholics in Ireland when the Roman 
Catholics in England were still unemanci
pated It received Lord Fitzwilliam with 
open arms, and when after a brief career 
he was recalled to England the Irish par
liament registered their confidence in 
him by psseing a resolution desiring that 
he should still administer the govern
ment. Lord Fitzwilliam had promoted 
the admission of Roman Catholics into 
the Irish parliament, and there was a 
spirit in that parliament whioh, if it had 
free scope, would have done a noble 
work, and probably would have solved 
all the Irish problems and have aaved 
this government infinite trouble.”

NO REPRESENTATION AT WESTMINSTER.
The speaker said he would now pass to 

the plan how to give Ireland a legisla
tor* to deal with Irish aa distinguished 
from imperial affairs. (Meat.) He was 
confronted at the outset with what he 
felt to be a formidable dilemma Ire
land was to. have a domestic legislature 
for Irish affairs. That was the postulate 
from whioh he set out. Were the Irish 
members and the Irish representative 
peers In either hooae to continue to form 
part of the representative assemblies ? 
The speaker thought it would be perfect
ly clear that if Ireland was to have a 
domestic legislature the Irish peers 
and the Irish representatives could not 
dome to parliament to control England 
and Scotland’s affairs. (Cheers.) Then 
with regard to the question whether 
Irish representatives should come to 
the house of commons for the settlement 
of imperial affairs, he thought that coaid 
net be done. He had, therefore, arriv
ed at the conclusion that Irish members 
and Irish peers ought not to ait in the 
palace of Westminster. (Oh ! oh ! and 
cheers.) If Irish members were not to 
sit in the liouae of common», Irish peers 
ought not to ait in the other house of 
parliament. (Hear, hear and oh !)

• THE QUESTION 07 TAXATION,
How were the Irish people to be tax

ed if they hid legislators in both coun
tries ? He believed thqt Great Britain 
would never impose upon Ireland taxa
tion without representation, and added : 
“If we are to havetaxation withoutrepre- 
sentation, then there would come anoth
er question which would raise a practical 
difficulty, and this is, are we to give up 
the fiscal unity of the empire V He did 
not think that by giving up the fiscal 
unity of the empire they were giving up 
the unity of the empire. He, however, 
Mood upon the substantial ground that 
to give up the fiscal unity of the empire 
would be a public inconvenience and 
misfortune. It would be a great misfor
tune for Great Britain and a greater 
misfortune for Ireland. He conceived 
that one escape from that dilema would 
be such an arrangement as would give 
the imperial government authority to 
levy customs doties and such excise 
duties as were immediately connected 
with the customs. The conditions of 
such sn arrangement were : First, that 
the general power of taxation over and 
above these particular duties should pass 
unequivocably into the hands of a do
mestic legislature in Ireland ; second, 
that the proceeds of the customs and ex
cise should be held for the benefit of 
Irelsnd, and for the discharge of the ob
ligations of Ireland, and payment of the 
balance after these obligations were 
discharged, ahould be entered into the 
Irish exchequer and for the free disposal 
of the Irish legislative body. The gov
ernment bill provided for this, and the 
bill then provided that representatives 
of Ireland ahould no longer sit in the 
house of commons or Irish peers in the 
house of lords, but at the same time 
they would have the right of addressing 
the crown, and ss possess ail the consti
tutional rights they had now. (Oh ! and 
cheers.) It would therefore relieve thej 
Irish members from attendance at 
Weetminster.. Mr. Gladstone said lie 
had several reasons why this should be 
the case. Even if it were possible for 
them to attend, as they had had a par
liament of their own, it would be very 
difficult to have two classes of members 
in the British house, one class who could 
vote on questions connected with the 
business of the country and another 
which could only vote on special and 
particular questions which were brought 
before parliament. Again, it would be 
very difficult for gentlemen in Ireland 
to decide who should go to Westmister 
or who should remain in Ireland, and at 
the same time to maintain the fiscal uni- 
ty of the powers of the legislature. Two 
courses might have been taken—one was 
to endow this legislative body with par
ticular legislative powers, the others wss 
to except from the sphere.of its action 
those subjects which the government 
thought ought to be accepted and tc 
leave to it every other power The lat
ter plan had been adopted. The admin
istrative power would pass with the leg
islative power.

FUNCTIONS 07 THE IRISH PARLIAMENT.
The duration of the proposed legisla

tive body should not exceed five years.
The functions which it proposed to with
draw from the cognizance of the legisla 
tive body were three grand and principal 
functions, viz : Everything which relat
ed to the crown ; all that belonged to 
the ' defence, the army, the r.avy, the 
entire organization of armed forces, and 
our foreign and colonial relations. It 
would not be competent to pass laws for 
the establishment or endowment of any 
particular religion. (Cheers.) As to 
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fortune to Ireland to be separated from 
England. The Irish parliament would 
bare nothing to do with coinage or the 
creation of legal tender. The subject of 
the postoffice would be left to the judg
ment of parliament, though the govern
ment inclined to the view, that it would 
be more convenient to leave poetoffioe 
matters in the hands of the poetmester- 
grneral. Quarantine and one or two 
other subjects were left in the same cat
egory.

COMPOSITION or THE PARLIAMENT.
The next subject he had to approach 

was that of the composition of the pro
posed legislative body. The bill propos
ed to introduce two orders who would 
sit and deliberate together with the right 
of voting separately on any occasion 
and on the demand of either body which 
could be able to interpose a veto upon 
any measure for » limited time, either 
until the dissolution or for three years. 
The orders would be constituted as fol
lows : First, there were the 28 represen
tatives peers who could not continue to 
sit in the house of lords after the repre
sentatives of the Irish people left the 
house of commons. They would have 
the option of sitting as a portion ef the 
first order in the Irish parliament, with 
the power of sitting for life. Same peo
ple thought that the option was not 
likely to be largely used, but the speaker 
was not of that nansber. (Hear, hear.) 
He proposed that with the 28 peers now 
in the house of lords there should sit 
75 representatives elected by the Irish 
people. With regard to the powers of 
election, the constituency would be com
posed of occupiers of the value of £25 
and upwards, and they would be elected 
fur ten years. The property qeahfiee- 
tion of these representatives would be 
£200 annual value, or a capital value of 
£4000.

Mr. Gladstone then said he proposed 
that the 101 Irish members in the house 
of commons should be members of the 
Irish parliament, aid whilst the first 
order of the legislative body would con
sist of 103 members, the second order 
would consist of 200.
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THE VICEROY.

It Was proposed to retain the viceroy, 
but he would not be the repreeentstive 
of a party or quit office with the outgo
ing government. The Queen would be 
empowered to delegate to him any pre
rogatives she now enjoyed or would en
joy.

The religious disability now existing, 
which makes Roman Catholics ineligible 
to the office, would be removed.

be the solitary £20,000 from the Irish 
church fund. He knew no way of pro
viding the necessary money except by 
carving it oat of this year's budget, and -
he proposed that in the future Ireland *°°{* _***'}'•
should pay one-fifteenth towards the im
perial expenditure.

THE FINANCES 07 THE COUNTRY.

He went on to apeak of how much 
Ireland would gain by exporting spirits 
to Great Britain, and how much Great 
Britain would loose to Inland by the 
flow of money beta one to the other.
As a result of ears fad enquiry, he stated 
with confidence, not as an actual demon
stration, but as a matter of certainty, 
with regard to the luegreater portion, 
that the Irish receipts would gain from 
Great Britain a sum that would amount 
to no lee» a total than £1,400,000 per 
annum. He then entered into an 
elaborate calculation of the total income 
eed expenditure of Ireland, in the course 
ef which he stated that the total charge 
to Ireland, as -an imperial contribution 
could be put at £3,242,000 per annum.
He stated as an instance of the intense 
demoralisation of the Irish administra
tion that, while the poetoffioe in Eng
land showed a large surplus, in Ireland 
it just paid its expenses. He estimated 
the total expenditure of Ireland, includ
ing a payment as a sinking fund for the 
Irish portion of the national debt, at 
£7,946,000 per annum. Against that 
there was a total income of £8,350,000, 
or a surplus to the good of £404,000.

FAILURE 07 ENGLAND’S EFFORTS.

full of local patriotiam. The Scotchman 
ie full of local patriotiam. No ; the 
Scotch nationality was as strung as it 
ever was, and if the need were to arise, 
I believe it would be aa ready to 
itself as it was in the days of Bannock
burn. (Cheers.) If I read Irish history 
aright, misfortune and calamity hare 
wedded her sons to their soil with 
embrace yet closer than is known else
where, and the Irishman is still more 
profoundly Irish. But it does net fol
low that because hie local patriotism is 
strong he should be incapable of an im
perial patriotism. There are two modes 
of presenting the subject whioh I have 
argued. One of them is to present what 
we now recommend as good, and the 
other is to present it as a choice of evils, 
and the least among the varied evils with 
which we are conflicted. Well, I have 
argued the matter as if it had bean » 
cbeioe of evils. I do nut know whether 
it may appear too bold, hot To ray own 
heart I cherish the hope that this ie not 
merely a choiceuf the leEMV e»M; bet 
that it may b* proved to be ere long n 

._ " (Lood cheers.) There
lis. I know, an answer to this, and what 
is the answer ? The answer is only 
found in the view which reels epee e 
baeie of despair, of absolute 
tion of Ireland and leehmei 
tion» to those beneficial pro visions which 
have made in general, European in par
ticular, Englishmen and Americana, 
capable of self government, than an 
Irishman ia a loans nhtarse ; that justiee, 
common sense, moderation, natural pros
perity have no meaning for him ; that 
all that he can understand and nil that 
he can appreciate is striée, p—yrti-al dis
cussion. Now, sir, I am not going to 
argue in this house whether this view, 
this montrons view Uriah cheers), Is n 
correct one. 1 say the Irishman ia aa 
capable of loyalty as any other man. 
(Renewed Irish cheers.) But if hie loy
alty has been checked, why it is ham nee 
the laws by which he is governed da not 
present themselves to hii% emthey do ta 
us in England or Scotland, withe notice 
and congenial element I mb the home 
to show to Europe and America that we 
too cae face the political problems wL 
A meric» had to face 10 years ago ai 
which many countries in Europe had 
been called oa to fern and have net fear
ed to deal with. I ask that we shall 
practice »« we have very often preached, 
and that in our own case we- should be 
firm and fearless in applying the ioa 
trines we' have often- inculcated on 
others ; that the concession of local self- 
government ie not the way to sap and 
impair, but to strengthen and wonaoli- 
date unity. I ask that we should apply 
to Ireland the happy eipesieaee we have 
gained in England and Scotland, where 
a course of generations has now taught 

not as a dream or a theory, bat as a

“It has naturally been said in England 
and Scotland,“continued Mr. Gladstone,
“•hat for a great many years past we 
have been struggling te pass good laws 
for Ireland and that we have sacrificed 
our time, neglected our interests and paid 
our money, and we have done all this in 
the endeavor to give Ireland good law».
Thie is quite true with regard to the 
general course of legislation in 1849.
Many of those laws have been passed 
under an influence which I can hardly 
describe other than as the inthience of 
fair. ”

With regard to the history of the land
question no man could know that until _______ __
he had followed it from year to year, be- j power and the permanence 
ginning with the Devon commission, the j pire."

theory,
matter of practice and of Kfe that the 
best and surest foundation we mm find 
to build on ie the foundation afforded by 
the affections and con victiooa- and will et 
man, and that it ia thus by thadecree of 
the Almighty that far mote-than by an usd, 
other method we may be enabHdl to of* 
cure at onoe the social happinee, the 

-f' the em-

THE JUDICIARY.
With regard to the judges who had 

been concerned in the administration cf 
the criminal law in Ireland, Hei Majes
ty might, if she saw cause, by order-in 
eouncil, antedate the pensions of those 
particular judges. In future, the judges 
would be appointed by the Irish govern 
ment, De paid out of the consolidated 
fund, and be removable only on the joint 
address of the two orders.

THE CONSTARULARY.
The constabulary would remain under 

the present terms of service and under 
their present authority. The charge for 
the constabulary was now £1,600,000 
per annum, and the speaker felt confi
dent the charge would be reduced, but 
for «he present he proposed to relievo 
the Irish legislative body of all expend! 
ture from the constabulary in excess of 
81,000,000 per annum. The govern 
msnt had no desi/e to exempt the peace 
of Ireland in reference to its final posi 
tion from the ultimate control of the 
Irish legislative body. The speaker had 
no jealousy upon that subject, as the 
care cf providing for the ordinary secu
rity of life and property w.is the first 
duty of a local government.

THE CIVIL SERVICE.
With reepect to the civil servie* the 

government did not think their case was 
the same as that of the constabulary and 
the transfer of the civil eervice to the 
legislative body would effect a great 
economy. He, therefore, thought it 
would be wise to authorize the civi ser
vants now serving to claim the pensions 
that would be.due to them upon the 
abolition of their offices, provided they 
served two years in order to prevent the 
inconvenience from a rapid transition of 
the service, and at the close of that time 
both parties should be free to negotiate 
afresh.

IRELAND’S TRIBUTE TO THE EMPIRE. 
■That was all, Mr. Gladstone stated, 
that he had to say on the subject of the 
new Irish constitution. The proportii a 
of the imperial burdens whioh he had to 
propose that Ireland should bear, was 
as one to fourteen. He thought the new 
Irish parliament ought to start with a 
balance to its credit, but the only fund 
that it would have, if left alone, would

appointment of which, in the speaker’s 
opinion, did the highest honor to the 
memory of Sir Robert Peel. (Uhears.) 
The whole labor of the commission had 
been frustrated by the domine'ion of 
selfish interest». (Parnellite eheera. ) He 
did net deny the good intentions of the 
British parliament to pssa good laws for 
Ireland, but he said, in order to work 
out the purposes of government, there it 
something more in this world occasional
ly required than the passing of good-laws. 
(Hear, hear.) It ia sometimes necessary, 
not only that good laws should be passed, 
but also that they ahould be passed by 
the proper persons. The passing oh many 
good laws is not enough in oases where 
the strong instincts of the people, dis
tinct marks of character, situation and 
history require not only that these laws 
should begood, but that they should pro
ceed from congenial and native sources, 
and that, besides being good laws, they 
should be their own laws. (Irish cheers.) 
“At times I doubted whether this neces
sity had been fully developed, and- espe
cially with respect to Ireland. If doubts 
could be entertained before the last gen 
eral election they cannot now be enter
tained.

WITNESS, THE COLONIES.
The principle I have laid down I am 

not laying down for Ireland exception 
ally. It ia the principle upon which, 
within my recollection, to the immense 
ad -antege of the country, parliament 
hs s not only adhered, but has révolu 
tionized our method of government. 
When I had office at the colonial office, 
fifty yeara.ago, the colonies were govern
ed from Downing street. The result 
was that the home government was al
ways in conflict with the countries which 
hsd legislative assemblies. We had con
tinual shocks with the colonies then. 
But all this has been changed. The 
British parliament tried to pass good 
l*»'l°ri1“ colonies, bet the colonies 
said, “We don’t want your good laws • 
we want our own good laws,” and parlia
ment at length admitted the reasonable- 
nesa of this principle. This principle 
has now come home to us from across 
the sea. and the house has now to con 
sider whether it ie applicable to Ute case 
of Ireland. * * *

“We now stand face to face with what 
is termed ’Irish nationality,’ venting it
self in a demand for general aelf-govem- 
ment in Irieh, not in imperial, affair» ”

ON 7ATRI0TI8M.
In conclusion Mr. Gladstone said • “I 

hold that there is such a thing as local 
patriotism shioh in itself is not bad
but —'-'J "'R-----*  ................ -’

Mr. Gladstone finished hie address at 
8 o’clock, having spoken three boon and 
twenty-five minutes, and resumed hk 
seat amidat bursts of enthusiastic cheers, 
which were sustained for several min
utes. The bill passed its first reading 
without a division.

Holasivm»..

(Cheers.) The Welshman U

Thos. F. Calbick left for British Col
umbia Tuesday morning last.

There waaa successful social at Mrs. 
McDougall’», on the out line, Monday 
night, in aid of the BethenyTteebyterinn 
church. Councillor MeLellan wm proa* 
ent, and aided much in making the pro
ceedings interesting.
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