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left New London, United States, for the 
seal fishery in those islands, arriving at 
her destination after a voyage of four 
months. The following day the Captain 
ordered a boat’s crew of five men, under 
the orders of James King, boat steerer, 
to proceed to the shore and commence 
killing seals at Winden Island, ofl which 
place the vessel was anchored. In the 
boat were placed provisions for seven 
days and a big club for each of the men, 
with which to kill the seals by hitting 
them on the head. Captain Holmes’s in 
etructions were, “ kill all you can, and we 
will be back for you within a week.” The 
Franklin then sailed away, and the men 
commenced slaughtering all the seals they 
could find ; and so successful were they, 
that at the expiration of the fifth day they 
had killed and skinned 4,000 seals, which 
they piled on the rocks. The seal crop 
being exhausted, the men resolved, with 
their remaining provisions, to set out for 
fc>t. Georee’s Island, which is situated in 
the vicinity, where they could find more 
seals. They accordingly departed, leaving 
behind them a small piece of board, on 
which was chalked, we have left for St. 
George’s island ; call for us there. VV hen 
the Franklin returned at the end of the 
week, the pile of sealskins was found, and 
also the notice-board. She accordingly 
proceeded to St. George’s Island in quest 
of the missing men, and cruised about 
that island for several days, but could see 
nothing of the boat or the men, who were 
at last abandoned to their fate, and the 
Franklin returned home, no boat having 
been sent ashore on account ot the break
ers and the ice which had already formed, 
The men were supposed to be dead, but 
in August last year a New London Seal
ing fleet left for the South Shetland Is
lands, and it was mutually agreed among 
the captains that they would endeavour 
to discover some traces of the lost men. 
When the barque Kile arrived at St. 
George’s Island, the Captain and a num
ber of his men went ashore to make a 
search for the remains of King and his 
companions. Walking along the beach 
for some distance, they were surprised to 
find a small hut, from which projected a 
stove pipe. In the corner of the hut was 
a man with long red hair and matted 
beard fast asleep. He was clothed m seal
skin, with sandals on his feet, and, on be
ing awakened, turned out to be King, the 
sole survivor of the party. It seems that 
they found the hut and stove on the is
land, and lived for some time on pelican 
flesh, burning seal blubber in the stove. 
One had died of cold ; three others at
tempted to get back to Winden Island, 
and are supposed to have perished ; and 
King alone returned in the Nile. Such,

$ at least, is the story we are told about the
a new .Robinson Crusoe.t; ---------
}j A Touching Romanee.
<; Jnto the arid atmosphere of politics and 

"bread and butter sometimes comes a bit 
of romance of melting sweetness. Of such 
is the story Of two lovers and a remorse
less father, which, as it has just been told 
by a Bostonian, must of course be true. 
Ten years ago a beautiful young girl was 
Bent to the Vermont hills, to arrest, if pos
sible, the indications of approaching con
sumption. She recovered her health, and 
meantime inflicted a cureless wound upon 
the heart of an intelligent and well ed
ucated young farmer’s son. Unlike Lady 
Vere de Vere, she did not scorn his timid 
affection, but returned it heartily, refer
ring him to her fatHter. That traditionally 
unromantic personage wouldn’t hear of it. 
Never—r never shall a base mechanic wed 
me child ! The young man retired, went 
West, and made a large fortune, and the 
young woman married the man proscribed 
by her father. She went to live in France ; 
her husband died in two years, and her 
parents also dying, she remained abroad. 
The memory of her first romance faded 
with her as with its object, who, though 
unmarried, was too busy in making money 
for tender thoughts. Last year his busi-, 
ness took him to Europe, and one night 
found him on a little steamer plying be
tween Marseilles and Legeorn, A storm 
came up, and a lady who had risen from 
her seat on deck to go below, was thrown 
ovefboard by a sudden lurch of the vessel. 
The < base mechanic’ jumped after, and 
though in the dark the steamer drifted 
away, they clutched a presidential plank 
ane floated until morning, when they were 
picked up by another vessel. During 
that night in the cold and darkness, they 
discovered in each other the loved and 
lost of earlier years. The old feeling came 
back in that fearful hour, and on the ar
rival at Malta they were married. End 
of the poetry. The Rest is prose,—Daily 
Graphic.
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By the arrival of the English mail, 
we are in possession of latej London 
papers, from which we make various in
teresting quotations. The subjoined 
extract, from the “Pall Mall Budget, 
in reference to “ the state of society 
among seals,” will doubtless bo read 
with interest by those who are unac
quainted with the “ domestic and social 
grievances existing in “ sealish cir
cles —

The state of society among seals is at 
present such as to cause much anxiety to 
those who are interested in them. It ap
pears from the evidence given by some 
of the sealing captains before a commit
tee of the Legislative Council of New
foundland that there is a painful dispro
portion of the sexes in sealish circles- 
indeed, one experienced sealing master 
gave it as his opinion that among old 
seals there are twenty males for one fe
male, and there is reason to fear that this 
is the case also among young seals. The 
consequence may be easily imagined. 
Fierce combats take place between the 
male seals during the matrimonial season, 
rendered all the more bitter because, not 
withstanding this disproportion,polygamy 
is an institution with seals as with Mor
mons, and the result is that hundreds of 
old bachelor seals are condemned to cell 
titicy against their inclinations, jealousy 
and distrust exist on all sides, and a 
general selfishness arises utterly subver
sive of domestic or social happiness. In 
addition to these discomforts, the seals 
are destroyed by thousands without con
sideration for age or sex. One sealer, 
the Neptune, in her first two trips lately 
brought in 44,000 seals—value $183,000— 
in one season. In Green Bay the Neptune 
fell in with a large herd enclosed in the 
ice, the captain formed his men into line, 
and at the word of command they rushed 
upon their prey, and iu two or three hours 
despatched 8,000 old seals w7ith their gaffs 
and clubs. With the view of preventing 
the destruction of seals when too young 
and the disturbance of mother seals when 
engaged in nursery occupations, the New
foundland Legislature is about to pass an 
Act prohibiting steamers from leaving 
port for the seal fishery before the 10th 
of March and sailing vessels before the 5th 
of March. Altogether the seal in the 
Zoological Gardens may console himself 
for his captivity by reflecting that his 
position might have been worse had he 
remained at home.

againWe exceedingly regret to be 
required to advert to the maladminis
tration of the Road Board. We are 
not in the habit of fault-finding, nor do 
we foci diopused to under-estimate the 
services of any public body ; but, in the 
discharge of our duty as the upholders 
of the"rights of the lieges, we cannot al
low the reckless and very unsatisfactory 
conduct of the Board to pass any longer 
unnoticed. We allude to some of the 
roads north of Harvey Street, especially 
Cooperage Hill. Last year, the sum of 
fifty dollars was voted for the repairs 
of the latter hill ; but, instead of the 
amount being expended in making the 
necessary improvement, not one cent of 
the said sum has been laid out towards 
the accomplishment of that object; and 
to make matters worse, the earth at the 
foot of the hill has been taken away for 
the repairs of roads elsewhere, thus de
priving the people in that neighborhood 
of the only direct road to Water Street.

*•

Circumstantial Evidence.
The London Globe publishes a state

ment which is an illustration of the dan
ger of relying upon circumstantial evi
dence, even when it approaches positive
ness. A gentleman went to the British 
Museum with an order to have a case 
opened containing some valuable medals 
for hj» inspection. He examiued a par
ticular medal, which was supposed to be 
unique, restored it to the tray, and after 
talking some time with the custodian, 
was about to leave, when the latter dis
covered that the medal was passing. It 
was searched for everywhere, and could 
not be found, when it was suggested that 
the pocket of the visitor should be ex
amined. To this he objected and a po
liceman was sent for. However, before 
he arrived the medal was found to have 
slipped between the tray and the bottom 
of thl case. When asked why he lefused 
so be searched, the su^poied culprit pro
duced a medal trem his pocket, the exact 
counterpart of that which was in the case 
and remarked that his object had been to 
verify the authenticity ot his own, which, 
bemg identified with the missing one and 
discovered in his pocket, would at once 
have convicted him of the theft.

By the subjoined extract, which we 
take from the “Boston Globe,” it will 
be seen that the examination of the 
rescued crew of the “ Polaris” failed to 
elicite anything calculated to confirm 
the suspicion entertained by many that 
foul play had been used in connection 
with the death of Capt. Hall. Proba
bly the matter will now rest, unless 
something turns up to give the af
fair a new feature. It is to be hoped 
that the absent portion of the crew will 
yet appear and prove the veracity or 
falsehood of what has been advanced 
in reference to the unfortunate expedi
tion:— -

The Polaris Expedition.—The examin
ation of the rescued crew of the Polaris, 
at Washington, was concluded on Satur
day, and our readers will be glad to know 
that not the slightest reason exists for 
belief in the sensational stories set afloat 
by irresponsible parties concerning the 
death of Capt. Hall and the separation of 
the crew of the vessel. The statements 
of Capt Tyson, Sergt. Myer, and the Es
quimaux interpreter agree even in the 
minutest details, leaving no doubt that 
the death of Capt. Hall was from natural 
causes and not from poisoning, and that 
the abandonment of Capt. Tyson and his 
party was a matter in which Capt. Bud 
dington had no choice. There is not the 
slightest reason to believe that there was 
a mutiny or even a misunderstanding on 
board. The result of the investigation 
appears to be, besides a belief in the 
statements of the parties examined, an 
expressed conviction of the safety of the 
Polaris and the remainder of her crew. 
Where the expedition may be at the 
present time, is of course a mere matter 
of speculation ; but the general impres
sion seems to be that it is even now work
ing its way homeward, and will be in our 
waters before December,

The Alexandra Cricket Club.— 
The Annnal Meeting of this Club was 
held on Wednesday, 25th inst., in the 
Reading Room, for the purpose of elect
ing officers. The following were chosen :
Secretary and Treasurer—D. B. Longwill. 
Members of Committee—S. G, Allan, H.

Youdall, Wm. SqUarey, T. Gaden. 
Captain—W, G. Wood.

The chief topic of conversation just now 
would seem to be the “ Great Eastern” 
and the new Atlantic Cable. Every
thing in the shape of a vehicle has been 
fitted up and made ready for the journey 
to Hearts Content.

The weather is now delightfully fine, 
and vegetation appears to be progressing 
favourably.

The French war steamer ‘D'Estaing’ 
arrived at St. John’s on Saturday last 
from Croque.

We think the following anecdote re
lates to Mr. T. Mullock—not to his 
brother, the late venerated Bishop. It 
sounds like the former : —

A merry prelate was the late Roman 
Catholic Bishop of Newfoundland,of whom 
(writes a contributor) Mr. Thomas D’Arcy 
McGee once told a pleasant little anec 
dote. He had a piano, of which he wish
ed to dispose, and which a friend, a 
Protestant doctor, desired to purchase. 
Considerable chaffering ensued before the 
bargain was consumited, and the doctor 
finally secured the instrument at a price 
which the Bishop declared ruinously low, 
The only vehicle in the town which would 
accommodate the panof when the time 
came for its deliver*, was the hearse, and 
in this it was accordingly driven to the 
Doctor's door. Dovn comes the Doctor 
to the Bishop in high dudgeon. “ Why on 
earth,"’ he asked, *‘ lid you act thus ridi
culously, and send my piano home in the 
hearse?” The Bisliop’s eye twinkled as 
he remembered their hard bargaining, 
and he answered : ‘ Why ? Oh, because
it was such a dead bargain.”

We recollect meeting “ Tom” at the 
Cove, one day some six years since- 
The steamer was lying at the wharf, 
waiting to take on board some cattle 
whose beef was dîsigncd for Hearts 
Content or the “ Great Eastern,” The 
cattle were straying about in search of 
something green, and on remarking to 
Tom that the cattle didn’t seem to be 
enjoying themselves much, he replied,—

“ Begor they ought to, then, for they 
have a couple of horns in apiece.”

And jast as we .were starting— 
“ Come,” said Tom, “ let’s go aboard 
und get a pin"» (Pynn) worth of steam.”

Many other good things we heard 
from our merry friend that day, 
most of which we have forgotten. 
The rest are good enough to keep,— 
Chronicle, June 24
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À farmer gathers what he sows; a 
Beams tress sews what she gathers,

The S. S. “ Vanguard” left port this 
morning for Hearts Content, with a car
go of coal for the “ Great Eastern,” igood work.—[Halifax Citizen.]

An editor in Reading advertised the 
other day that he “would take a good 
dog in payment of one year’s subscrip
tion” for his paper. The next day forty- 
three dogs were sent to the office. The 
day afterward,when the- news had spread 
out into the country, four hundred far
mers had sent two dogs apiece by ex
press, with eight baskets full of puppies 
all marked C. O. D. In the meantime 
the offer found its way into neighbor™ 
ing States, and befori the end of the 
week there were eight thousand dogs, 
tied up with ropes, in the editor’s front 
and back yards ! The assortment in
cluded all the kinds from bloodhounds 
down to poodles. 4 fcw hundred broke 
loose and swarmed on the stairways and 
in the the entries, ah^stood outside the 
“ sanctum” and hcwlèd and had fights, 
and sniffed under tjie crack of the door 
as if they were huijgry for some editor. 
And the editor climbed out of the win
dow, up the waterslout and out on the 
comb of the roof aid wept. There was 
no issue of the papir for six days, and 
the only way the tr ends of the eminent 
journalist could feel him washy send
ing lunch up to him in balloons. At 
last somebody bouglht a barrel of arsenic 
and three tons of beef, and poisoned the 
dogs; and the editor came down only to 
find on bis desk a hill from the mayor 
for eight thousand dollars, being the 
municipal tax on dogs at one dollar per 
head. He is not offering the same in
inducements to subscribers now, and he 
doesn’t want a dog.

St. John is certainly getting worse 
and worse. Now the “ Telegraph” says: 
—u The public look to the bankers and 
other discounters of bills to put down 
forgery by a rigorous prosecution of 
the offenders. It very credibly re
ported that some additional reasons, of 
a very cogent kind, have been found 
for action and there is some hope that 
action will be taken. The committee 
of the Board of Trade may make an 
elaborate report, as |we have no doubt 
they will, but unless! “individuals” take 
action, it will all be in vain. This 
forgery business must be stopped and 
the reproach wiped away forever. There 
is no doubt that the press will go to any 
légal and reasonable length in aid of the

There has been a sad display of 
muscular Christianity in Potton, Lower 
Canada, just across the border line in 
the province of Quebec. The popula
tion there is principally composed of 
woodsmen and others who are accustom
ed to a lawless life, and the prevailing 
form of Christianity is that known as 
the strictest order of Free Will Baptists. 
It seems that there has been a continued 
squabble for months between the deacons 
and the “ boys.” The deacons abused 
the “ boys” and the boys aggravated 
the deacons, until on Sunday, May 18, 
matters came to a crisis. A man named 
Highland entered the church, just after 
a'chapter had been read, wearing a hat 
which, it was stated, had descended to 
him from his grandfather, The hat 
was decorated with a long red ribbon, 
and Highland’s appearance in the sacred 
edifice with this venerable relic on his 
head caused no small excitement among 
the congregation, whose devotions were 
interrupted by the accident. Mr. Little* 
field one of the deacons of the church, 
told Highland to leave the building,and 
on his declining to do so, kicked the hat 
into the aisle. This was the signal for a 
general disturbance, which ended in a 
serious fight. Everybody started from 
his seat, and, headed by a man named 
Olens, the anti-church members “went 
for” their Christian brethren with fright
ful impetuosity. People were knocked 
down on the floor and thrown out of 
the windows. One member of the con
gregation was forcibly seated on the stove 
and burnt most severely,and many other 
accidents of a like painful nature oc
curred during the struggle. The re
ligious services, of course, came to a 
close, and were not resumed during the 
day, The next morning Highland,whose 
grandfather’s hat had been the cause of 
so much suffering and bitterness, was 
arrested and taken to Moosonville for 
trial. It was hoped that this decisive 
step would effectually settle the difficulty 
but, unfortunately, on the following 
Sunday the battle was again renewed 
during the service, and was with diffi
culty suppressed by the constabulary. 
Religious circles in Potton are represent
ed as being profoundly agitated by 
these events, and the latest accounts are 
gloomy in the extreme.

the biggest vine in the world is to 
be found near Santa Barbara, Califor
nia, and certainly from the account 
given of it by the “New York Herald,” 
it seems to put the famous Hampton 
Court vine to the blush. The trunk 
of the Santa Barbara vine is nearly four 
feet in cii-Amnference where it leaves the 
ground, and continues the same size for 
some eight feet up, where it branches 
out very regularly, and although kept 
well trimmed back it covers a surface of 
some four thousand feet. Eight thous
and bunches of grapes, weighing twelve 
thousand pounds, or six tons, were 
picked from it last year. It is owned 
by an old Spanish woman who cannot 
speak a word of English, but who knows 
very well how to calculate correctly the 
amount due to her for a drink of wine 
made from the grapes of the “ big vine” 
which every one is expected to drink 
who visits it. The age of this vine is 
variously estimated at from thirty five 
to fifty years, and romance has woven 
the tale that the original cutting was 
given to a Spanish girl by her lover as 
a riding whip, and that she planted it 
as a memento of their engagement. The 
appearance, however, of the Spanish 
lady who now owns it is sucli as to 
lead visitors to the conclusion that she 
never could have had a matrimonial en
gagement, or that if any such contract 
was ever entered into, her lover was per
fectly justified in forgetting it.

The Mexican Congress has passed 
an important measure for the separation 
of Church and State in that country. 
Several bills with this object have been 
proposed since 1858, but no definite re
gulations were established until the 
present session. The new law, which 
consists of five articles, declares that no 
religion shall be either supported or for
bidden by the Government ; that mar
riage shall be regarded as a civil con
tract, to be legally valid only after 
registration in the presence of a magis
trate ; that no religious body shall have 
any corporate rights, that no Mexican 
citizen shall be bound by any vow he 
may have made as the member of a re
ligious order, and that witnesses shall 
not be required to take an oath in a 
court of Justice. The Ultramontane 
party is now getting up an agitation in 
tbe principal towns of the Republic for 
the repeal of this law, and it is said 
that'they are secretly supported by the 
President, Lerdo de Tejada.

A “ resurrection jubilee” is about to 
be held at Chicago to celebrate the re* 
storation of the city to its proportions 
prior to the great conflagration. The 
programme, it is stated, is on the most 
magnificent scale. Lord Dufferin, the 
Governor-General of Canada, is to be 
one of the lions of the occasion, and the 
music and feasting are to be worthy the 
occasion. It is very natural that the 
people of Chicago should feel proud and 
elated at the rapid restoration of their 
city ; but that a disastrous conflagration 
should thus be made indirectly a mat* 
ter of rejoicing shows how difficult it is 
in these days, when centenaries and bi- 
centenari's and commemorations have 
exhausted almost every possible excuse 
for festivity, to find any plausible reason 
for banquets and revellings. So many 
cities and large buildings are now de* 
stroyed every year by fire that these 
“ re.- urrection jubilees"’ are likely to be
come both frequent and popular, ft is 
however, worth consideration whether 
“ preservation jubilees” might not be 
more satisfactorily in the long run. If 
any city or large institution has had 
the good fortune not to be burned down 
in the course of a twelvemonth, the in
surance companies, on whom the prin
cipal loss of these conflagrations falls, 
might with advantage to themselves 
give a preservation jubilee to comme
morate "the unusual circumstance, at 
which medals and decorations should bo 
freely distributed to all who have notably 
refrained from acts of carelessness they 
have had opportunities of committing 
which might have kindled a good blaze. 
Perhaps one of these days, instead of 
either regrets or rejoicings, we shall 
learn to feel heartily ashamed of large 
fires, and look upon them less in the 
light of unavoidable calamities than as 
evidences of imperfect arrangement» 
and unpardonable recklessness in some 
quarter or another.

The naval authorities have received 
information from Bermuda that the 
flying squadron left that place recently 
for shot and ebell practice, and that 
that they will then proceed to this port, 
arriving here about July 1. The 
squadron is in command of Rear Ad** 
mirai F. A. Campbell, and consists of 
H. M. S. “ Narcissus” (flagship) 28 
guns; “Immortalité,” 28 guns; “In
constant,” (iron clad) 16 guns ; “Topaz” 
(steam frigate), 31 guns; and “Volage” 
(iron clad corvette) 8 guns.

The following telegram was sent by 
the Queen to Lady Cartier on the morn
ing of 24th May :

From the Queen, Baltimore.
To Hon. Lady CartieR,

57 Welbeck Street, London.
I have heard with regret of the death 

of Sir George Cartier. I deeply deplore the 
loss of a faithful and loyal subject, and 
warmly condole with you in your sad af
fliction.

We arc reliably informed that the 
salmon fishery in the Gaspe and Bay 
Chaleur districts this season far exceeds 
anything of the kind known for forty 
years paut. Our informant states that 
salmon fishing began about the 26th of 
May, being unusually early; and that 
the nets were taken sometimes fifty each 
at a single tide. He adds. “ Never has 
salmon been so plentiful, and never have 
the owners of stands seen such a season. 
Some nets take $60 worth of salmon 
every day.— [Montreal Gazette,]

The rage for international exhibition» 
has reached even to Chili, and that pro
gressive State has devoted $223,000 for 
the building of an edifice in Valparaiso 
for the first industrial fair, probably, 
which has ever been proposed in South 
America. The time is set for 1875, 
giving ample opportunity for the collec
tion of the treasures, which, in the shape 
of ram material of every description, ex» 
ist in profusion in that country. If there 
ever was a land that deserved develop
ment as well as needed it, it is South 
America, and it is to be hoped that the 
proposed exhibition will have the effect 
of infusing a new spirit into the lazy> 
lethargic inhabitants.

Shanghai advices report the capture 
by an Imperial Chinese force, of the 
capital of a Mahommedan state, in the 
province of Gannan. South Western 
part of China. The victorious force» 
fell upon their captives and massacred 
40,000 of them. The Sultan poisoned 
himself, preferring death by his own 
hand to falling into the power of his 
enemies.

The late Dr. Cleland, an eminent 
statistical writer, of Glasgow, related 
that a criminal, after attentively listen
ing to the condemned sermon which 
preceded his execution, turned to a com- 
paoion and remarked in Dr. Cleland’» 
hearing, “A very good sermon, bat 
rather too personal.”

A Prophecy.—The Boston Times relate» 
the following of the lost Atlantic, When 
about mid-ocean a curious incident occur* 
red, which, if true, as related to our re*» 
porter, is very unaccountable. The steer
age passengers say that about that point 
on the voyage two or three ot the passen
gers declare, as if gifted with the spirit of 
prophecy, that the ship and all on board 
would be lost. They Kept repeating the 
prediction, packed their carpet bag, and 
went on deck to watch for chance passing 
vessels, saying that they were going to 
leave her, irtd they were doomed to de
struction. The captain intervened, and 
locked them up as madmen, and when, 
the prediction they had made in theif 
supposed insanity received its fearful f\fl, 
filment, they, it is said, perished in con
finement.
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