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My acquaintgnce with Mr. Bannister
was short, It lakted omly .from Chis
cago to Port Huron, and yet in that
time he told me not only his real
name, his “plias,” and his occupation,
put also the very hard luck experi-
ence which I shall set before you.

The cause of our becohing acquaint
ed was accldenta}——me dining-car 'was
crowded and the steward put us at the
same table, As I seated myself I no-
ticed a little man at the other side
of .the table, but I paid no attention
to him until he looked hard at me,
and In g low voice asked:

“What line do you carry?”

“] beg your pardon?” I asked.

“What }ine do you garry?’

There ‘'was no escape. “Law books,”
1 answered. “I am a lawyer.”

He smiled and held out a fat hand.
«“We are in about the same profession.
i am a detective.”

“Yes,” 1 replied, for I felt a desire
to know more of a man who counld see
any resemblance between a lawyer.and
a detective. “W¢' are, it might be said, .
slightly reiated.” ¢

“Well, when you have practiced
longer you will understand what I
mean whef) I say that we are in about
the ‘'same line.”

He siniied, and e
the waiter told me his story.

“Yes, when you have practiced long-
er you will understand what I mean.
You lawyers have to use 0s at évery
step you take; you can't get on with-
out us. A witness goes back-on you
and gets lost, and the first thing yeu
do‘is to call one of us in to look up
your man for you. Lawyers, doctors,
pusiness men and bankers, you all
give us a let of work,

“Speaking of bankers, I'm down .on

all of 'em, for it was while doing seme |
werk for a banker that I had the hard- |

est piece of luck I ever struck, and
just when everything was going love-
ly, too.

“It was this way! The chief called
meé in one afterneen, and said he:
*Jim, I want you te go down to HI-
Jerton and see Stevens, the banker.
There's been some weork done down
there, and he's afraid some of it may
come his way. e :

“ He"ll give you the facts, and then
go to work. The gang that’s suspect-
ed is something like the Fiske outfit
you gathered in at Oshkosh last fall.’

“The next morning I was in Stev-
ens’ private ofiice, and it was.a dandy;
But never mind that. - (.- ’

“The next morning, after seeing old
Stevens, I dropped into a saloon where
Y4 ‘seen some young fellows go, and
feund six or eight boys having a quiet
game. 1 had a beer, bought a cigar,
and went out.

“Next morning 1 dropped In again.
The bar-keep recognized me &nd said,
«Good morning.’ ‘Good morning,! says
1, and got my drink and cigar and
went out without saylng anything
meore. 1 kept on dropping in and some
of the chaps begau to motice, me, but
they held off, which ‘made me think 1
might be somewheré on the right
track, so I went in steady.

«after Td been in town for about
a week one of the young fellows asked
me at. the saloon one evening what I
was gelling. i

“ Tm huying,’ said L

“'Buying what?

“qand.’ And then hé: introduced
mé to the rest of the bunch who were
at fhe table playing. They asked me
to come In, and I did. They couldn’t
play much, I saw, at 1 let them win &
couple of dollars, #nd then 1 cleared
out. ¥ '

“A few days after that when I went
in—it was one afternoon, abeut -bhalf-
past four—I found some of the gang
there. Then I knew they wasn't work-

‘when, we got into the cutter I wrd

It up.in the blanket and put it under |

the seat. { A

#We had » nice drive; for it war
d
a

Along about eleven we ¢aiue, o Rite's
place, and he said we'd go In and have
a dripk. 1 Jumped out:and went to tia
the horse, asking’ throw the
blanket over her. He proceeded to do
80, and of course the jimmy fell out.
“%He laughed and. clapped me on
the back. ;" A
‘W guess we've got you "located
vow, old man,’ siys he JSAnd now
we'll go back! Il it
“We went to the Tooms whete the
rest of ‘the gung were waiting for us,
“i1 gness he'll do, boys sald’ he,
and then he says to me: “I have &
idea that we can put a man like you
in the way of making Something

pretty.’ BB
“They grinned, and. then we talked
things. over. ' : i

“] had been travéling with ‘them pret-
ty steady for a month, when one night
they told me they were ‘golfig to do &
little piece of work on @ ;in: town
(Stevens’ bank, of COUFSS . and they
wanted me to ‘Oz the matel ' 1

«sAll right, boys,” &8 B0 have
to send down to Chi'Tor my Le " L
though.’

i £ v ¥
«Next morning 1 went over to Stev- pleased and you will save

ens’ and put him ‘on' telling him to
put some marked bills'in the safe for
that night. T got the combination from
him, too, thinking ¥ might have some
trouble with the safe/ and I bad to get
it open oné\way br another.
yent over fo the chiet of
‘if up with him so that
ne'd ;32 $he Bank after we had
gone in and nabus as we came out.
“The bank ‘propesition was a little
heavy for the boys, some of 'em being
a little new at such work, and when
Tuesday night came they began to get
a little nervous. But I/filled ‘em up

“with drinks, and told 'em how easy it

wils, gave out a long talxon my. o
experiences, and by Wednesday -
poon .théy were ready for anything. ©

“We had a good supper, with lots
of arinks of all sorts, and some of the
‘boys: were pretty: sell Jugged by, the
timé we were through.

“We had set the job for miduight,
miet then at & burbér shop, where the
big chapHisd & Job (he was Blick), apd
then separated, meeting sgain &t the
pank as the clock struck twelve.

wThe big fellow broke in the door
with bis shoulder—he was as stropg s
a bull-moosé—and we all piled in after
him. I remember I was the last man
in, ahd I was thinking how filé they
were going to look in the papers next
morning, the five of them standing in
a row, with me at their right as the
man who had ‘gathered them in' 1
laughed to mysélf as 1 opened the
safe, and then X heard the snap of
man's  fingers, @ volce cried TOW,
men! the lights were turned Mon, and
each of us was looking into the bar
rel of a gun,

“ looked at the man who was cov-
ering me, and you can Just about fig-
ure ont how I felt when 1 saw that. it
was that young ki@ with the yellow
hair. He smiled a.bit, and then told
us to throw up our bands. ' '

«A1] ‘of 48 aid except the big chap,
and he got & bnﬂ,et"thmnﬂl his hip.
I tried to remohstrate with the .kid,
who seemed to be ruiining the thing,
but he told me to ‘ent it 'ont’:and I
saw that’it’ whs ne \

#They took us dow
got our faces by fla
standing with the n‘}
and my ndme (my res

) for if they had been the dn't | |

ve been there then,

managed to drép a ‘set ol
m-onkthenoorwhnlvuj
to pay for the-drinks. 1
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Corn, Grits aud Oyster Shells
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Washing Machige, Churn,
, Grindstone, Feed Grinder and pump

The most efficiént
see one of these plants

and Power Plant on the market today.
operation at my place of business
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