INTER OOLONIAL TRADE

‘Jl‘, Sy ; ,( ;q‘ . . i

“‘1‘

\IY Lom)—-" S N A P SR VE UL LRI

- S ; RN

Your E\collency ha,vmg beon pleased to a.uthomze me: to confer w1th :
- the .Finance, Ministers, of ‘Canada and New' Brunswick on ‘the. subJect of et
Inter-colonial Trade, I beg leave to- report that! i proceeded to Quebee.in,.
Scptember .last, and; on.my arrival ‘there was invited with Messrs:: ‘Howe ' .
and’ ’\IcCully totalse & Seat’ at the: Council-assembled to ‘deliberate onthe:
question. of-an. Inter- colonial : leway and ‘other- top1cs 'of :interest 'to 'the.
“Provinees. ‘At this: meetmg, ‘the question of ‘free ‘exchange of “articles the :
‘growth and ‘manufacture ‘of . British' N orth: ‘America, was «incidentally

‘ chscussed in connection with; the' Inter-colonial ; Railway, and: subsequently.
“more | fully by the: 'I‘m'mce Mm ‘ters of Canada. and / ew Brunsmck 'md‘
the undersigned, .. ;

-The prevaﬂmg sentlmcnts a.t both of these meetmws was; in the-vhwhest
decrree favorablestoithe adoptlon of: 2/ free trade pohcy between the’ Br1t1sh
North ‘American Provinces. . The: representatwes 'of-the® government. ot
-+ Canada, probably:feeling Vtha.t ‘many: of:the’ manufmctures of That ‘Province, -
- fostered' by atariff more or less protective inf its ‘character, would compete
-most! succossfully with “those'.of “Nova "Scotia an‘d New! Brunswmk‘ avere
. desirous of giving immediate’ effect:to:the’ pohcy\unde ¥ consideration::; - The
- Finance Mlms’cers of New Branswick'and ‘Nova Scotia ‘on:the other, hfmd ;
while;admitting “the soundriess’of the general’ prmmple, were:not: prepare }
on; the-instant; to adopt soiextensive  .change in our revenus: laws, |

. First, because’ it:woilld ‘not; have been Just t0; eustmc interests ;hastlly,
mnd w1thout sufficient | notlce, ‘brmg the larger and’ more ‘advanced manu-
factures of Canada into: competmon w1th“the 11m1t d-and infant: productlons
ot the maritime Provmces rand ;i

Secondly, because:in;view, of

‘the; laz bligations ‘ag eed to
be assumed by the! Provinces-of: Nova. Sotm .and {New Brunswick: to ‘pay’

~ seven-twelfths of the: interest; on the’ proposed Toan' hree; millions: ‘of
pounds ste;hn« for 'the Inter-colonml Railway, it was felt:that) a,lthouo'h

. Our TEvenues ‘were: mpldly 1mprov1ng, tha.t the P sent g
r1sk the; 1ossiof any large amount of revenue-; and;
Tlnrclly‘ becatse bqfore ‘adopting; a:ifull ' measure;;ol
Rec1pr001ty,‘1t was ;,mdlspensablle‘ th"tt 2 uniformity.of tfmﬁ's should twke
- place, which: would:require;time; as:it would:be’ 1mposszb1e for Canadaiat
~oneeito: brmg her generally ‘highirates of. dumes down to a°level with' ‘ours,
" “and notvery wise, even if, practxca.ble on the. part. of Nova Scotia; to burthen
our people'mth-“ he: hes venue‘chmr«es 'mpo don the population iof
“Canada.;
Under’ these _circumstances,;and,in'full’ view;of ‘the i ~
was’ agrccd by ;the Cou nei «”represontmo‘t the;Prov;nces »0f" fCan'Lch‘,‘ N ova
;_,Scotm and New' Brunswick, that’the mtroductlon f, & free rade between -




