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The Double-Walled Secret

CHAFTER I

I rame on, 1he coueh wae lowersd: bt

The lig
s siragygle, though futious, was of hrief deration
for the strip of cloth which hald his brohen arm

pince hecame adone and the red hot pain left him

Eaeping, poweriess white 1o the e

Again Mryher gave & low word of command and
seh wan Liftad. The tertariag stabe of
pain wrung & groas from Kelcay and e ground his
lng with rage e Judged they had
renchad the hall when be honrd & feet slep on the
slaireary, and thes the girl's

Father Mop' He dossnt knowhe sever

sgnin the

toeth trem!

aw
Hiand aside, Hounie he honrd bhor father sy

Evidestly she had thrown herself in his path, and
Koleay hoeow she was hold ag her ground when the

varh rame o a standetill
. Father, you must listen! | tell you, he maw
rothing - mothing!'

There was an agonizing pas Kelcey could bear
the pirl whispering, snd sow ! ain he canght
s mumbled word from her fathy bhey stood only
a short distanes from bim, but be could make
sothing of what they said Prossstly b hoard
Mryker say

““Take bim back

He was carried back to the room,
but the rope was not removed from

In Peril of His Life

By Edwin Baud

the time they = sach Lake Forest He was
sonscions of » prionily 1o know the name of 1
slation where be had boarded the trasn He deonire
iy '/,"r! b fantast » *ature pee
A pomn bie MHe alightad st Lake Foresl, sssiste
by & brakama alled wp hin father s garage &
Aalf an bour later “as 1o w | cwar the
family limousine

HAPFTER IV

Although bhe folt in powies | n ' vile e b
slurred o B mishap a0 hriefly s be ot
with th o of senling the sdventure ar t »
puile Likely 1hat he soon would bave me 1 regn
the thing a» » Yague and disagresable men ' ba
£ ot been Tor » peculiar in jent in whieh
hanced to participate. [t happened lats e afte
noon, about & fortnight afterward, just an bhe loft
the University Clab and was starting for the White
stone Hotel 1o heep a dinser engagement His
motor was held wp at the Michigan avense inter
section and bhe notiesd Lthatl & rrowd had pllecte
on the corner In the pext fow moments he wit
nesasd something that aused him iain hi»
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hia snkios and the man with the - aonels
dend - white face stood guard at his - ande aanr =
head, uatil Biryker came in and g o - a0
Aiomiased him ral part of

Only by & supreme offort did Kel v atfully wit)
vey refrain from volcing the out : . —— . o
burst that clamored in his mind for
utterance, Bryker drow ) ‘ the
and attended the grievously ise N
arm before speaking Then : Thank

My daughter, he i has .
myedd yYou Do you fesl strong - =
enough ' go home alone! !

Keleey nodded He could not yet gotte .
trust himself to spoak He X

‘1 don't know who you are ; : .t t . at
went on the white haired man, but % od
I do know that you are not a jail . s that =n
hird, and | suspect that you belong { . »
fo that organized society upon i 3 } dha%
which your rotten civilization s fargert 2 e :
faleely based Assuming this, 1 ean A Backiothelander in Mis Wheat Fiald in the Bamonton, Alberta, Distriet A b b saal pro M2
not rely upon any promises you may The farmer shown ot the loft s an erstwhile plane agent who took 1o farming o » s still sl and &

e e period of Mie when Mmoot men think hey are %o old 0 make & fresh starnt Pleadl a e : ol
“You ean be amsured,”” said Kel “n ! ‘ . a re
coy, as evenly as he could, ‘' that I shall say nothing chauffeur, as the traffic moved on, and then spring ping } Py ra Lt w ¢ bot f us )
about my experiences in this house —if that is what to the ground With a hurried farew \ She seeme
you mean A policeman had arrested a ragge wreteh to have grown, a v te H

That's what | mean, replied Btryker, in his charged with soliciting alms, and a pretty haired pdmirable self confidence ) " p flown to
low voiea. ‘“But | don't trust you I trust no girl (he knew her instantly) was interceding in ¢ pieces. His eyes followed | s he lifted his hat
man. And #00,"" taking a white silk searf from his beggar's behalf The officer addressed her with and-—he ild never a t for this—he imagined
cont, ‘1 must ask that you wear this. '’ As he spoke the insolence of his kind before a erowd her in his home The fan anished as tiekly ae
he folded the searf, then slipped it over Kelcey 's S0 you're his pal—hat Well, we'll have to t eame, but abruptly it ocecurred to that he

eyes and knotted it securely behind his head

Keleoy's first impulse was to tear the thing off,
but he knew the futility of offering resistance, and
submitted as passively as his flaming anger allowed

Blindfolded, he was led from the house to an
automobile churning near the door. Stryker assisted
him into the tonneau, stepped in After him and the
machine started. The first part of their journey
was over uneven ground and the ecar travelled
slowly, but after & while they emer upon &
smooth road and Keleey knew, from the way the
air whipped his face, that the driver of the auto
mobile had thrown the speed to ‘‘high.’’ They
had gone upward of fifteen miles, he surmised, be
fore the ear eame suddenly to a stop

He was guided to the ground, then to a wooden
piatform He knew BStryker stood beside him
when

‘“‘If you will give me your address, Mr. Keleey, 1
will see that your monoplane is returned to you.''

An unressoning impulse, born of his wrath,
yrompted Keleey to say ‘“Never mind! Keep it
"crhup« it will pay you for your services.'’

He had no way of knowing the effect of his
words, for he was answered only by silence After
a while he heard the shriek of a train in the dis
tance and in a few minutes it came to a grinding
halt at the platform. The searf was taken from his
eves and he was lifted to the steps of ene of the
conches When he looked back he saw the hard,
white eyes of the auto gleaming athwart a small
railway station. And then the train moved on into
the warm, black night

He sank into a seat near the door, with the
feeling of one awakening from an unpleasant
dream. The motion of the train, the travellers
around him, the train crew, all afforded him a
positive relief. They were actual, while the recent
events seemed very unreal.

He paid his fare in cash, urhl?od & common-
place or two with the conductor, and inquired as to

take you along, t00."" He chuckled thickly and Inid
hold of her arm

Infuriated, the girl jerked free and struck him
sharply across the face with her silver-mesh purse
It was then that Keleey leaped from his motor
When he elbowed his way to her she was struggling
and fighting hopelesaly, yvet her captor hail a double
handful be beggar took his advantage and his
departure with no waste of time. The crowd drew
in closer, enjoying the scene hugely

It so happened that the policeman knew Kelcey
very well and the Iatter had little trouble in
gaining the girl's liberty

Come! "'’ he beseeched her, and took her arm, for

she showed no inclination to leave. She looked up
at him mutely, then back to the policeman, who
was glancing about furtively for the fleeing beggar
Her ’urn was white and her breath came pantingly,
like the breath of a runner whose strength is spent
Those in the front cirele of the crowd gaped at

her: those behind eraned their necks to see. ' Come,
Miss Stryker,”’ urged Kelcey, speaking in a low
voice close to her ear, ‘'you must let me get you

out of thia

Bhe signified her willingnéss, and the crowd
parted for th¥m, still stgring’ curiously. At his be
hest she got into his car Not until they were

flowing southward in the avenué's gasoline river
lid she speak

‘I shouldn’'t have done that, she murmured,
as though thinking aloud. ‘‘I shouldn’'t have done
it."" Then, suddenly, she began to ery

Kelecey had an odd, uncomfortable sense of
shame. Nothing embarrassed him so much as the
sight of a woman erying. He caught himself casting
side-long glances at the occupants of the automo-
biles whizzing past. He wondered how many of
his friends had seen him. This further annoyed
him. And then, as he realized that he was ashamed
of being seen with this girl who undoubtedly had
saved his life, he felt contemptibly mean and small

had once before had the same whimsieal thought
while watehing her

CHAPTER V

Her words, ‘It will be best for both of us
bothered him a great deal during the next few
weeks and inereased his desire to see hér again
The desire began to weigh on him heavily. He tried
to forget it, but could not. Why did he want to see
her?! What was there about her that attracted him!
He could answer neither question

His mother and sister saw that something was

amiss with him, and they ran over a list of girls he
might be interested in They settled, as they
qu[.[wlv-l, upon the one who was responsible for his
melancholy, and they ere not alarmed The girl
was desirable from every vie wpoint 8o they said
nothing to Kelcey ontent to allow matters to take
their natural course Of course the girl would
accept him in the end What g would not!
}j\vr}lm»’v knew Tom Kelee was v f the best
catches in Lake Forest Mar maids and matrons
had tried to land him and a few had nearly su
ceeded

As his arm knitted Keleey turned his attention
tv the sport that had broken it He bought a seven
thousand-dollar biplane and, after several practise
flights with the aviator wi esigned it, he started
out alone across Wisconsir He strove for a course
parallel with his first ne. but he lost his way in
the air and when he t home that evening his
gloom was uncon nly pronounced

He went to a dance that night and daneed with
the usual girls, who made the usual flirtations ad
vances And his mother and sister, observing him

furtively, had to reconstruct their prior assumption
His indifference to the girl they had chosen for his
wife puzzled them
But they were no more puzzied than he, Many
of these young ereatures palpitating around him
Continurd on Page 48
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