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The Double-Walled Secret
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fc fur...»*, «a* »f brief 4ere«l#e. 
»b**b WM b le brabaa arm la 
aad IW red bat pela left bis 

garnie*, pewecleee, while le IW bpe
A gaie mryber ga*« a les sas4 ef remasef end 

ega-n Il* -<■».« eee l.fled. TW lertWtHg etaW ai 
para sraag a greaa fne K*b*y ee4 W gvoead kl* 

1res l.u ee stlb rage lie jodgwd ttey bad 
bail vbea W kearl *

leirway. aad Un lk« gtrl'e «aire 
•• Talker ' Map! Me deeee't haoi

In Peril of His Life
By Ldww Baud

•w Use Ibey saaM reerb Labe ferret He n* 
aieaalaae ef ee rerlewly la bees Ike ease ef IW 
eteUee where W bad bear 1.1 «be Irata Me damred 
ealy la ferget kte faelaeUr ed sealers ae speedily
•* psmlhls He xllmhtel el Labe ferret, ........U I
by a brahamee, railed eg bée father • garage aad. 
I elf ae beer later, see reti.ee himsward ta lb# 
fastiy Us «am ae

reagkl 
Heed ealy

•■Weed wde. Bee as, ■ ' W beard bar father ay
Evidently Me bed Ibrwwa k.reelf la kle path, a ad 

Ratiey baew eke wee beMlag bar free ad sbea IW 
reerb raaw le a etae team

1 father, yea seat lleteel I tell yea, W eew 
eetblag— netting! * *

There wee ea egeettiag peeea Retrey ««aid War 
tW girl wb lagan ae, aad eew dad ware 
a ses bled sard from her fatbbr "Any i 
a ebert dletaare free bis, bet W roe 1.1 sake 
eetblag ef wWt they «aid freeeetiy ka beard 
Wryber «ay:

‘‘Take him bach."
He wae retried back le tW ream, 

bet IW rage see aet rearer ed fres 
kie eablee aad IW sea with tW 
deed white fee* eteed gear.I at ble 
Wed. aatll Stryker rase la aad 
dies Heed him

Oely by a eepreme «Sert 4M Rrl 
rey reflate fres relelag Ike eat 
beret that «lasere I la ble sled far 
altera are Blryber drew eg a rkair 
aad at leaded IW grierewely eesl 
arm befere egeablag Thee

"My daughter, W mid, "bar 
meed yea lie yea feel etreag 
#»ough la go berne aleaet"

Krlrey «sided. He reald aet yeI 
treat kiaself le apeak

"I dea’t baow wW yea are," 
weal ee IW while haired see, "bet 
I de baew that you ere eat e jail 
bird, aad 1 —pert that yea beleeg 
ta that organised society epee 
wblrh rear ret tea rirlliiatiee la 
feleedy baaed Aaeusieg tkie, 1 eaa 
aet rely epee aay prmni— yea may 
mike---* 9

"Tee rae W aaeered," raid Rrl 
rey, w erealy ae be reald, "that I ehall my eetblag 
about sy ei pert ear re la tble home—if that la wWt 
yen net"

"Thafe what I mena," replied Stryker, la ble 
low retro. "But I doe't true! roe. I treat ae 
see. Aad eo," taking a while «ilk serf from hie 
reel, "I suet aak that yea wear tble." Ae be «poke 
he folded the serf, thee «lipped It ever Rekey’e 
eyee aad knotted It eecurely behind ble Wed.

Relrey'e I ret ispulw wae to tear the thing off. 
but h# knew the futility of offering reeietaaee, and 
eu bs it ted ee peeeleely ee ble flamiag eager allowed

Blindfolded, be wae led from the boom to aa 
automobile rhuratag near the deer. Stryker anointed 
him into the tonneau, stepped in after him aad Ur 
mark me alerted The first part ef their journey 
wae over uneven ground end Ue ear travelled 
slowly, but after a while they emerged upon a 
smooth road end Kelrey knew, from the way the 
air whipped bis fare, that the driver of Ue auto­
mobile bad thrown the speed to "high." They 
had gone upward of fifteen miles, be surmised, be 
fore Ue ear rase suddenly te a atop.

He wan guided to the ground, then to a wooden 
platform. lie baew Stryker stood beeide bis

"If you will give me your address, Mr. Kelrey, I 
will — that your monoplane is returned to you."

Ae on reasoning impulse, born of ble wrath, 
prompted Kelrey to my: "Merer siadl Keep it 
Perhaps It will pay you for your eerriree."

He had no way of knowing the effort of his 
words, for be wen answered only by elleare. After 
a while he heard Ue shriek of a train la the die- 
tears and le a few miautee It rase U a grinding 
halt at the platform. The nrarf was taken from bis 
eyes end he wae lifted to the steps of eee of Ue 
roaches. When be looked bark he saw the hard, 
white eyee of Ue auto gleaming athwart a small 
railway eUtion. And then the train moved on into 
Ue warm, blank eight.

He sank into a seat near Ue door, with Ue 
feeling of one awakening from an unpleasant 
dream The motion of the train, Ue travellers 
around him, Ue train crew, all afforded him a 
positive relief. They were artual, while Ue rerent 
events seemed very unreal.

He paid hie fare in rash, exchanged a common 
place or two with Ue conductor, aad inquired ne U
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slurred ever his Biskay as briefly as be reeM (still 
wiU lb# idee ef eaalteg the adventure}, aad M le

rte Ubely that be suae would have some to regard 
thing ns a vague aad disagreeable memory had 

il eut been for a peculiar incident is which he 
'heaved te participe te. It happened late one aft** 
a «ou. abeet a fortnight afterward, just ee be left 
the Vetveeetty Club aad wee starting for Ue While 
et sue Hotel to beep a dinner engagement Hie

I up at the Michigan avenue later

la
Uat a crowd had collet ted 

I few moments he wit 
mod him Is detain ble

k

to the trsadsc m

yetted e# Ufe

- hauffeur. ae the trafic moved ee, aad thee spring 
te Ue ground.

A policeman ha-l arrested a ragged wretch,, 
charged with soliciting alms, and a pretty haired 
girl (he knew her instantly i was interceding in the 
beggar's behalf. The of Seer addressed her wiU 
the ineoleere of hie bled before a crowd

"Ho you're hie pal—haf Well, we'll have to 
take you aloag, too." He chuckled Uickly aad laid 
hold of her arm.

Infuriated, the girl jerked free and struck him 
sharply across Ue fare wiU her silver mash purse. 
It was then Uat Kelrey leaped from hie motor. 
When he elbowed hie way to her she wae struggling 
aad fighting hepeleeely, yet her raptor had e double 
haadfel. The beggar took bin advantage aad hie 
departure with no waste ef time. The crowd drew 
In r loner, ea joying Ue sreae hugely.

It no happened that the poliremao knew Kelrey 
very well end the latter had little trouble in 
gaming the girl's liberty.

■ ' Come! ' 'he hen nee bed her, and took her arm. for 
she «bowed no inclination to leave. Hhe looked up 
at him mutely, then bark to the policeman, who 
was glancing about furtively for the fleeing beggar. 
Her fere wan white and her breath rams paatingly, 
like the breath of a runner whose strength is spent. 
Those la the front circle of the rrowd gaped at 
her; those behind craned Ueir necks to see "Come, 
Misa Stryker,” urged Kelrey, speaking in «.low 
voire clone to her ear, "you must let me get you 
out of this."

She signified her willingness, and the rrowd 
parted for Uhn, still stpring curiously. At his be­
hest she got into hie car. Mot until they were 
Mowing southward in Ue avenue's gasoline river 
did she speak.

"I should» ! have done that," she murmured, 
as though thinking aloud. "I shouldn't have done 
It.” Tien, suddenly, she began to cry.

Kelrey had an odd, uncomfortable sense of 
shame. Nothing embarrassed him so much as the 
sight of a woman crying. He caught himself casting 
side-long glanree at the occupante of the automo­
biles whitsing past. He wondered how many of 
hie friends had seen him. This further annoyed 
him. And then, as he realised that he was ashamed 
of being —a wiU this girl who undoubtedly had 
saved his life, he felt contemptibly mens aad small.

la aa awkward, bleeder!eg way be tried to eslars 
bar Mbe hewed bar bead lower aad dried her rye* 
— isptrtnesly Bet be was aet lookieg el bec­
ked ee* leaked at bar Presently be bserd ber «a» : 
"If you wiU tell year aet te step I Ibiek I'd 
like te go* eel '*

II# pretested eerewlty, merer#!y It weeM be 
eetblag leas I has wmiael te pet ber dette here, ee 
far from where eh# evidently wanted te gn 
Wee Ids '1 she let him labs her te her proper des 
tiaetleef It wee Id be a gee eta# pi—urn. k# le 
«rated.

The car sere eg la leward the curb aad stepped la 
free! ef the Wbitesteas Hhe stood epi bet he ml 
nearest tteretdewnlh aad barred her way.

'’The* is safair," be objected. "I can't let 
you gn like this ' '

«b# stood looking down at him. eee gray gloved 
heed resting ee the baeb ef lb# freel ##el Her 
Me# gar# - ■ person#I hr,
pete# was Us mol ef reel self eswuraaee

"Will yae l#t m# eel, phmsef"
Her tee# was esmietakalde He reeM not ml# 

coastra# It. The chauffeur bad opened Ike teeaeae 
deer, aad Kelrey «tapped oat aad offered bar bis 
bead. As she fluttered te the pevemeet, lithe aad 
«leader bad girlish, k# likened her to setae

esetic flower Later be wae pursled 
ta rerall what blheght Ike simile la 
«tied He bad el marred, ragwoly. 
that she was rlathed Is eeft tea* ef 
gray aad Mae, aad ism shew bar 
rletbiag seemed aa lalegrml part ef 
her, harmeainag delightfully Witt 
bar white able sad lovely brown 
hair.

Her slim bead rested la bis for Ue 
fractional part ef aa iasUat aad 
then, with a lew «pokes, "Thaak 
fee, ' she turned to go

Bel be -letaieed bar "It la I wbe 
•hoeId Uaak you. .1 bares "t for 
got tee my Indebted neee te yon. ’ ' 

Her eyebrows lifted inquiringly 
He noticed that they nearly met el 
the apes ef bar a me, aad be derided 
this was ana ef Ue tbiage that gar# 
piuaaery te bar face.

He lowered hie voice: "I rea't 
ferget that I owe my life to yea."

Her level gate, as It met ble eyas, 
ess still impersonal end serene 

" I'lcsJ try to forget It," Ue 
mid. “Because," Ue added, drop 

.1 ‘it will lie best—for both of ee. " 
fitb a hurried farewell, Ue left him. Hhe seemed 

to have grows, ell at oece, rather flustered. Her 
admirable self-eoafideece had suddenly flown Is 
pier* His eym followed her ea he lifted hie hat 
aad—be coald sever account for this -be imagined 
her ta his home. The faacy vanished as quickly as 
it cams, but abruptly it occurred te him Uat be 
had once before tied Ue same whimsical thought 
while watching her.

UlAPTEB V.
Her words, "It wiU be best for both of ee," 

red him e greet deal during Ue next few 
weeks aad increased hie desire to see her ague 
The desire began te weigh oa him heavily. He tried 
to forget it, but could not. Why did be west to eee 
her I What wan there about her that attracted himf 
He could eee war neither question

Ilia mother end sinter «aw Uat something wee 
uni* with him, end they run over a list of girl* he 
might be ' • interested in ” They settled, ee they 
supposed, upon the one who was responsible for his 
melancholy, and they were not alarmed. The gtrl 
was desirable from every viewpoint. Ho Uey said 
nothing to Kelrey, content to allow matters to take 
Ueir natural course. Of course the girl would 
accept him ie the end. What girl would not!

rybedy knew Tnm Kclrev was one of Ue beet 
retch* in Lake Forest. Many maida and matron* 
ked tried to land him end e few bad newrly suc­
ceeded.

Ae hie arm knitted Kelrey turned hie attention 
tu Ue aport that had broken it lie bought e seven­
th oueand dollar biplane end, after several practise 
flights with Ue aviator who d*igned it, he started 
out alone arrow Wisconsin. He «trove for a course 
parallel with his first one, but he lost hi# way ie 
Ue air aad when he got home that evening bis 
gloom was uncommonly pronounced.

He went to e dance that night end danced with 
the usual girls, who made the usual flirtations ad­
vances. And hie mother end sister, observing him 
furtively, had to reconstruct Ueir prior assumption 
Bis iadifference to Ue girl Uey bad chosen for his 
wife puzxled them.

But Uey were no morn parried then he. Many 
of ttese young creatures pelpiuting around him 
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her eym,


