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Direct Legislation Banquet

Three hundred supporters, including leaders in every calling.
attend successful affair  Strong array of capable speakers

Direet Loghlation has bevome » hive
and practical bane in Mapitola  The
basgeet in Masnitoba Mall last Wednes
day night under the Mn':'vo.d t:-‘lwvm
Lagislation Lenguwe prov -y »
saying thet this reform has nluar:h
r‘ of prominest men of every clase

ealling. Merchant princes, doctors
ministers, labor leaders, representative
farmers., logivlators snd aditors  were
among the speakers, and s onch one
viewed the question from » different
andpoint, showing how [Direct | wgrala
thon would improve the present govern
mental machinery, the combined test)
mony of all the thoughtful speeches made
an srgument that could not be resisted

The banguet was & plensant affair
throughout. Charm was added to the
function by the presence of several ladies
A feature of the gathering was that searly
all the offcars of the Grain Growen
amoviation and the Grin Growens
Gesin Company were out in fores.  As
i well known, these men have for years
championed the camse of Direct Logisla

thon
Herod Afer Iis Life
“The people surely have the right to
be consulted on & question vitally affecting
them.” declared Dr. J N, Hutehioon
the president of the league, in the opening
address.  “The proposition s axiomatic
The y system s allowed to continue
blork the way beoause the ‘“other
* i Just s bad, so we sit down and
m lb’n s no remed There never
was & great reform born L-! s Herod was
out seck e lile. There is & Herod
after this Direct Legislation reform, but
it s thriving in spite of this ™
One Government in Line
Secretary 8 J. Farmer announced that
the opposition parties in the three prairie
provinces had endorsed Direct | tion
Alberta’s legislature had  unanimously
od i, while the Conservatives of
Al and Saskatchewan had made it
a plank in their platform. Letters of
regret had been received from Hom. A
L. Sifton, premier of Alberta; Hon J. A
Calder, acting premier of Saskatchewan;
E. Michener, opposition leader in Alberta,
Mayor Waugh, Rev. Dr. Chown and
others
“The logic of events has taught uw”™
began F. J Dizon, organizer of the league,
“that an independent Parliament with
unlimited power is not the highest possible
form of popular government. There.
fore we we Lo improve it by introduc.
ing the Initiative, Referendum and Recall
Definitton of Terms
“The Initiative is & measure by which
certain percentage of the voters, usually
per cent., may initiate a law by means
a petition. I u the presentation
petition the islature refuses to
pass the law it must be submitted to all
the voters at the polls for their approval
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or won.
“m the Referendum © in force

all laws are for a period of
time after they have passed by the
legislature, usually for y days. If

during that time a certain percentage
of the voters, usually 5 per cent., petitions
for rejection before it comes into force
it must be so done >

“The Initiative is & measure by which
the may start legislation

- Referendum is a measure by
which the people may stop legislation
F “The Recall is a measure by which
the people may discharge any dishonest
or incompetent public ‘servant without
waiting for the expiration of his term of
office. It is a means by which a certain
percentage of the volers in any con-
stituency, usually 15 per cent., may de-
mand by petition that their representative
stand"for Pre-election if he'is not giving
satisfactory service.”’

Ex-Mayor Ashdown

“Not only have the people nothing
to say, but even the resentatives are
told when they may speak and when they
may not. T{r country in reality s
governed by an oligarchy, a few members
of the eabinet,” said ’l",l-lhynr J H
Ashdown, honorary president of the
league. He support woman suffrage
as heartily as Direct Legislation, for
women were always on the right and moral
side. Nowadays there was nothing to
make a government live up to its promises.
Direct tion would insure this.

An eloquent presentation of Autocracy

THE GRAIN GROWERS' GUIDE
principle 1n one of his campaign speeches
ontending that 1 was nt Agperioas
bt Beitish in onigin and had been om
beudied in the constitution given by the
Mestiah gorernment to Australia
The Farmers’ Standpoint

How Direet Laghiation would help
va. Democracy wae given by Rev. Dy the farmer was ably handled by Joha
G B Wison In tracing the Stful rise Konnedy, vierpresident of the Grain
of democrney, sspecially in AngloSason  Growers' Geain  company. He recnlied
oountries, & stendy growth in the frondom (hat the farmers had boen ploseers in
and sell.government of the people was this reform. the fest resciution betng
chearly evident As Direct Legislation peesented by Mr Scallion and himeel!
appenred 1o be & sarer and better way of ot the Brandon convention 1908, and the
remsteving the will of the people. be resciution was cheered to the echo by
supgrted ot the 000 selocted delegates, Liberals and

A ( hange Needed  onservatives alike
Why du we need & change asked *“ IDhrect Legislation will give the people

W W Puchanan. " Dot Loagislation control of ”", legislators
dews et propose 1o supplant responsible Mr. Kennedy and this » their rght
gorvrnment or to shandon representative It matiers sot which party comes into
institations for pure democrscy, but Po¥er ¢ gt clas legisiation rather than
simply to add & safety valve and governgr legislation for the mames. | believe in
1o conserve the purity and power of placing imsurgents within both parties
reaponsible government Direet Leginla to _"“k' them what they ought to be
tion will ot interfere with the legisdlative Pointing out the burdens resting upon
or sdministrative progress unless some the shoulders " the farmers. the speaker
thing moes wrong It would provide » said that the €3 foot taniff wal! prevented
needed check upon hasty legislation by them shipping wheat o their pext-dooe
giving olectors the right of veto. Owr "'.‘h""'
eabinet, too, nends & check, for it has Worse still, we Are Botl in & position
grown inle & tymanous oligarchy, e to ship our grain to the Eastern provinoes
ducing & large portion of our representa or to the British market without heing
tives inte mere office boys or rubber compelled 1o pay toll 1o Special Privilege
stampe ( crporations ..v{ special » for carrying our grain through owr own
teresis have grown so powerful with owr country We have a loading platform
legislators that in sell - defence the mem- and when we get our own car and load

o .Al o™ o’
bers need direct power vested back with our grain over the loading platform, and
the people. ™ el the qudations of the day, | caim

that we are then taking 10 to 15 conts *

Is Balfour Un-British? bushel less than the intrinsic and mv"f:(
“We are told that Direet Legisiation value of our grain

i un-British,” began J. W. Daloe, editonr

of the Winnipeg Free Press. He then Theee Tell Gates

procesded 1o refute this allegation by “We have toll gates all slong the line

quoting some leading Britishers such as First., our local dlevator system collects

huu A. J. Ballour, Lord Rosebery, the a heavy toll, but there is relief in sight

Marquis of Lansdowne, who had endorsed  from this particular point. The second

the messure, in addition to Prof AV toll is the grading system, which is & one

Dicey and Sir Wm. Asson, the leading sided jug-bandled system, and places a

constitutional authorities in  England heavy tax on every bushel of grain that

Mr. Balfour had enrnestly defended the leaves the farmers’ hands. The third

prowerded

The Empty Homestead

By GERALD J. LIVELY

All rights reserved

Have you seen an empty homestead, with its little empty shack,
With its sagging doors, and plaster all a-dropping from the wall?
It was built with loving labor, it was built with eager hope,

And it represented Someone’s all-in-all

Oh, the careful plots and schemings, and the pictures that were drawn
Oh, the castles that were builded, and the golden Keeps of Spain

The days we spent in working out the plans of yestereve,

And the nights in planning out fresh work again

But now the place is empty and all dropping to decay

The lights of Life have left it, and the fires of Home are dead,
And the sound of honest labor’s heard no more upon the land,
And the soul of simple happiness has fled

And the barn's sod roof is sinking, and all overgrown with weeds,
There are pools of stagnant water behind the cattle stalls,

And du of clammy fungus grow on every sodden log,

While lmd of pigweed hides the rotting walls

Where the wheat was once a-waving and a-shimmering in the Sun,
You will find the fertile acres all going back to sod

The pasture fence is rotting and the rails are falling down,

And the garden’s smothered out with golden-rod

And the place is steeped in sadness and soaked with futile tears,
And the ghosts that haunt it ye will never lay,

For some broken toys are lying in the shadow of the wall

Where once the children played, the gophers play

You'll find that empty homestead, nestled down upon the plain,
Tucked away amongst the downlands and beside the chattering streams
It's the picture of lost life-work, it's the model of despair,

It's the shadow of dead love and shattered dreams

It's the total of spent labor, it's the end of vanished hopes,
It's the sum of lost endeavor, it's the stalking ghost of greed,
It's a sketch of simple suffering, an unsung fight with fate,
It's the photograph of poverty and need

It's the stamped receipt for taxes and bitter unjust dues,
It's the sealed bond the modern Shylock hold

It represents an evil that is older than our land,

That is older than the Vedic Hymns are old

It’s the price we pay for workshops in a thousand reeking towns,
It's the price of sin and shame and the suicide of Race,

It's the price we pay for cripples instead of stalwart men,

It's the price that keeps our Masters in their place.

Oh, ye high and mighty Masters, whose gain is all our loss,
Ye talk a lot of Empire, and of nations hand in hand,

But ye'll never build an Empire on a base of empty farms,
Ye first must clear that evil from our land
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s sample market that » snisting =
Winnipeg for the benefit of Special
Privilege and against the interests of
the producer. This allows the big b
in the pond 1o seleet the strong oars s
their respective prades from  export
parcels for foreign markets, therehy re
ducing the standard of our wheats in the
forvign markets of the world The lant
i the toll eollected in the terminal ole
vators, which aleo reduces the standard
of our whests i the hveign markets
and sts the price for our goosd wheats
in the Weslern country The remedy »
a sample market, and until we get Direct
Legislation there s Bitle or ne hope of
getling » sample market Ihrect Legula
tion means the heotherbood of man, and
the removal of these Special Privileges
The great plain people must unite and
belp ench other oltherwine we Wt
rontinge Lo take the same old medicine

How Canada s Enslaved

How Direct Legitlation would over
come the evile of partyinm was the subject
dealt with by George F. Chipman, editor
of The Grain Growers Guide

Starting with the proposition that
politienl parties dominated Canads
no other country was dominated, and that
party worship had degenerated into party
slavery, Mr. Chipman showed how abuse
of the system had brought the govern
ment of Canada, as given by both parties,
nto disrepute Any intelligent man will
admit corruption even in his own party
but he condones this on the ground that
the other party is probably worse This
has produced a callous public conscence
even among ( hristian people

“The party system i founded,” said
Mr. Chipman, * upon the sttractive theory
that all our clected representatives are
earnestly and unselfishly working for the
benefit of the people whom they are
supposed to serve. By having twe
parties we are supposed to believe that
a proper balance will be maintained
The rights of the people are supposed to
be amply prtected by the competition
of the two parties

Direct lLegislation would break down
this undemocratic, unrepresentative and
slavish party system, contended Mr
Chipman he worship of party would
cease:. reform legislation would be more
frequent. The whole electorate could
not be bribed or corrupted, and politiciane
will be more careful when they realize
that the people can both repeal legislation
and discharge unfaithful servants

Labor Supports It

Organized labor had for years supported
this reform, stated R. A. Rigg, because it
was in line with democratic development
Labor’s prayer was “Lord, give us no
more glants, but elevate the race. ™

The final speeches by J. W. Wilton
and R L. Richardson were brief, but to
the point. They contended that the
British constitution was not fixed, full
grown and changeless, but a growing
development, instinet with life and con
stantly in need of new adaptations
For this reason, in addition to the others
urged, Direct Legislation was in harmony
with the spirit of the times

A MILE OF TRACTORS

One solid mile of tractors arrived in
Winnipeg last Saturday on the Rumely
Co. Great Northern special from Minneap-
olis. It is said to be the largest shipment
of farming implements ever made

The train load of tractors are worth
2500000 and in crossing the boundary
line a duty of 259,000 was collected
Each engine weighs 26,000 pounds and
the whole shipment amounting to 1,300
tons

Mr. Rumely, head of the manufacturing
firm which turns out these tractors,
accompanied the train. They are bound
for various destinations throughout the
Canadian West, and more are said to
be on the way

“Abh, once a Bohemian always a
Bohemian!” exclaimed the unsecissored
poet. “A Bohemian never changes.”

“No-—not even his collar,” remarked
the practical man who had met a few
Bohemians

At Belfast a football match was played
between Ireland and Scotland. One of
the home supporters, who was getting
excited, kept shouting out:—

“8it on ‘em, Ireland!'™

An old Scotsman in the crowd, unable
to stand it any longer, cried out —

“Ye might be able to sit on the leek,
mon, an’ mabbe on the rose; but I tell ye,
mon, ye canna sit on the thustle ™
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