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RIGHT USE OK LAY HELP.

Sib,—Your correspondent " R " has illuHtrated a 
very important point (apparently unawares) vie : that 
the Methodists succeed better numenoally than the 
Church of England, because of the business like pro 
j/reuion of their machinery. They nee '• lay oelp " a* 
we do, but they raise their beet lay helpers to ibeir 
ministry : we do not, only very rarely. Their 
primacy and general form of lay help, according to 
-• R’s " correct description is : —1. Regular attendance 
and payment of dues. 2. Grade consists of class 
leaders. 8. Licensed exhortera. 4. Local preachers. 
6. Ordained preachers. 0. Presiding elders.

On the other hand we say, pratioally, to any lay 
helpers we may use, ttay where you are, don't dare to 
aspire to holy orders ! If we ordain a low grade of 
deacons, we say to them yon belong to the permanent 
Juuonate—don’t dare to aspire to the rank of pneel I 
“ Hinc ilia laebrymoe I "

So the ordinary Canadian pariah priest has—instead 
of a dozen class leaders, and six or eight local preach 
era, as “ R " pats it—a lot of lame, time, timid 
ohuronwardeuR, sidesmen, visitors, without a grain 
of ambition, of right, for anything higher.

Yours,
Vkhitas.

CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY—THEIR 
COLOURS.

Sib,—Having examined the application of the test 
of colours as indicating Catholic sentiment in regard 
to the nature and moaning of the Advent season, 
with special reference to the local “uses'' of the 
Ukurch m England, France, and the Eaet, I will now 
proceed to observe upon the same consensus of senti 
ment in regard to the sucoeeding period of the Church 
yoir. 1 have ooupled together in this consideration, 
Uinstmas and Epiphany, because these two "Tydes” 
aru closely identified with one another. Blunt notes 
tins fact by terming Epiphany “ phase of Christmas,'' 
and remarks upon the usage of Armenian Christiaus 
m keeping Christmas Day actually upon Oih January 
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work for another clergyman.

6bout’ the distnot Wnitim8 *? y0Q e6me weeka a60» 
10 see a letter Tf“180»minguet I was glad
matter. Tim *in • ^hurch June* atout the same 
Paid tug s- fc nWla8\onaty bishop of Algoma, has just 8 ûrst official visit to the oonntey lying at the

base of this district, and seems to have met with a 
hearty welcome wherever he went.

How long will it bo before his journey shall extend 
to I emiscamingne ? An occasional copy of the 
Dominion Churchman is sent to Temiscamingne, and 
welcomed by those who receive it. The people of 
the district hear of the progress of the mother Church 
among their more favoured brethren ; but they get 
no relief for their own minds excercisod over chnrch 
ministration in their own locality. One hundred 
miles is a long distance to go to get a child baptised, 
and they have very bad roads to travel.

1 here is plenty of work there for one clergyman, 
more already than he will he able to do. But one 
would think that the Church was waiting nntil the 
people became absorbed by some more enterprising 
association. This may not be the reason why the 
Church is waiting, bat the work of absorption has 
commenced.

Can wc not strengthen the bands of the Bishop of 
Algoma that he may be able to occupy this country V

Millamus.

THE SOCIETY OF THE TREASURY OF GOD- 
DR. CARRY.

Sir,—I decline to discuss the tithe or anything con 
neoted with this Society with Dr. Carry. 1. Person
ally, because my experience is that if I bad written 
to a brother offioer on secular business, I should have 
received a courteous reply ; I wrote to a brother clergy 
man on a subject of the greatest importance to the 
Church of Christ, and I found Dr. Carry's private 
communications as supercilious and arrogant, not to 
say rude, as bis public letters.

2 Because we want peace and not war. "If it be 
possible, as much as both in yon, live peaceably with 
all men." At the last meeting of the Synod, a circulai 
was sent to all the members requesting their cnti 
cism, advice, and assistance in onr work ; we received 
none from Dr. Carry. Dr. Carry criticised one of our 
papers, not to u*, bat in yoar paper, and we circula 
ted it no more. Being one of the clergy advised not 
to join the 8. T. G. until the “ Petard" had exploded 
I appealed to Dr. Gariy to let there be one subject 
m which we can agree in onr Chnrch of Canada, ant 
that, because we were working for the glory of God 
and the good of His Church. Instead of pointing ont 
onr errors as a brother, be prefers a larger andi 
enoe, and proclaims his " uncompromising hostil 
ity " to onr Society to the Church at large. I decline 
to fight. He says that all we have belongs to God, so 
do we. I decline to be a party to rending the Church 
of Christ, on tweedle dam and tweedle dee. I woulu 
draw Dr. Carry's attention to the Presbyterians re 
united by tbe grace of God ; also to the Methodists 
reunited by the grace of God ; and their Mother 
Clinch torn to pieces by men who Me doing the 
devil's work of separating the brethren. There 
never, in the history of the Church, has been each an 
opportunity for reunion as lies before onr Church— 
will not God judge us for onr miserable divisions.

Having finished with Dr. Carry, I have a few words 
to write about the Society.

The Church of England Temperance Society 
achieved a great success by including temperance 
with total abstinence. In like manner the S. T. G., 
if any one believes in systematic and proportionate 
giving, he can become an associate, and give to 
God all that he has. If another thinks that 
tithes are due to God, he can become a member, 
and he can make free will offerings to the same ex 
tent as the widow who was approved of Christ, be
cause she cast into the treasury •' all that she hath, 
even all her living."

The most active members of onr Society are those 
who like David, have found that the keeping of God's 
testimonies were tbe “ very joy of his heart." They 
have fonnd from practical experience that God’t 
promisee in Malaohi are true, that those blessings are 
spiritual blessings, and because the greater contains 
the lesser, temporal blessings also. The law of the 
tithe, like the rest of the law, has acted as a school 
master to bring them to Christ. It has become a law 
of love, and in keeping it there is great reward. The 
fruit of it is trustful dependence upon God as the 
Sovereign Disposer of their “ eternal life,”—of all 
secondary causes, as well as primary—in this world 
and that which is to come. They having found joy 
and peace in believing, invite others to find it in the 
same abundance. Yours,

C. A. B. Pooock,
Hon'rv Organ'g Secretary.

WHO WILL MAKE THE OFFER.

Sir,—A struggling congregation in one of the mis 
sions of the diocese of Toronto, have, after consider
able effort, paid off the debt of their church, all but a 
hundred dollars, they require the loan of one half of 
this amount for twelve months ; the other half for 
two years.

The missionary in charge desires to ask through
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your columns, if any of your readers would (for tbe 
love of the Saviour) loan this snm without interest if 
atnplo security could be offored. “ Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of these, ye have 
done it unto Me."

For further particulars apply at the office of this 
paper. Yours, Ac.,

Holy Week. A Missionary.
Care of Dominion Churchman, Toronto.
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Biblr Lesson.
“ The Man torn Blind."—St. John ix. 1, 11.

Our Lord in chapter viii. 12, had proclaimed Him
self the " Light of the World." He bad pointed ont 
that the only way to happiness and safety was in fol
lowing Him. Keeping close to His side, and thus 
getting farther and farther away from darkness, t. e„ 
ignorance, sin, misery. The Pharisees refused to 
recognise Him, because they loved darkness, even 
going so far as to attempt to stone Him, verse 59. 
But though they refused to believe Him, He proved 
Himself to be so to a blind man.

1. Jesus Sees Him. Leaving the Pharisees, Jeans 
passes calmly out of the temple gates with His disci
ples, here a pitiable object meets His view, a man 
blind from his birth sat begging by the roadside ; 
probably the disciples were familiar with him, as very 
likely the man himself tells of bis sad case. This is 
the only instance ont of six cases recorded, where we 
are told the man was torn blind, it, therefore, made 
a greater impression, verse 32. The Jews believed 
that great snffering was caused by great sin ; so Job's 
friends argned, Job iv. 7, until in anguish he cried, 
Job xix. 21. “ Have pity upon me," Ac., see also, St. 
Lake xin. 2, 4. The disciples seem to have thought 
so, verse 2, see onr Lord’s answer, verse 3, meaning 
that the true cause was that God’s glory should be 
sejfoith; indeed, suffering sometimes is a proof of 
God’s love rather, Heb. xii. 6; Rev. iii. 19, then listen 
to verses 4 and 5.

2. Jesus Cures Him. How strange the words of 
Jeans would sound to the blind man “ I am the Light." 
How he had longed all his life for light. What is 
Jesus doing ? verse 6, patting clay on the sightless 
eyes, then, verse 7, gives the man something to do, 
testing his faith, He washes, he can see. We cannot 
tell why onr Lord sometimes by a word, at other 
times by slower methods performed cures ; no doubt 
in each case He jndged which would most conduce to 
God's glory.

3. Jesus Confessed by Him. What a change ! his 
friends hardly know him ; all the blank look gone, his 
face blight and joyous, verses 8 and 9. Snch a miracle 
could not pass unnoticed. The Pharisees hear of it ; 
the man is brought before the cooncil, and made to 
tell bis story, verse 13 and 15. How are they affected 
by it ? They tog in objections, they hated Jeans, so 
we see in verse 16, they pick what they think is a fatal 
flaw, the Sabbath day, bat they were wrong ; the law 
allowed works of mercy, St. Matt. xii. 12. The 
council, however, was not unanimous, perhaps there 
is a mistake somewhere, they call the parents, verse 
18. Fear keeps them from acknowledging the rela
tionship, verses 20, 21. See what a tyranny the 
Pharisees wielded, verse 22, they would neither be
lieve themselves, nor let others. Excommunication 
in ite lightest form meant exclusion for thirty days 
from the synagogue, the heaviest meant entne exclu
sion. See what the man confesses Christ to be, 
verse 17, * prophet, verse 81. One whom Ood heareth, 
therefore, He cannot be the sinner they take Him for. 
He is not going to to argued out of his belief, “ one 
thing I know," Ac. This brave confession brings on 
him reviling, verse 28, excommunication, verse 84. 
How true was St. Luke vi. 22 ; St. Matt v. 11,

4. Jesus seeks him. Jçsus does not leave His servant 
thus snffering for His sake, verse 85. He reveals 
Himself to him as the son of God. The man was very 
ignorant, but willing to learn, verse 86, and he meets 
with His reward, his faith is increased. Not only 
with his bodily eyes does he see Jesus, but with the 
eyes of his soul he recognises his Lord and falls pros
trate in adoration, verse 88. Blessed are those who 
thus believe and thus adore.

This miracle, like others, a parable, see here a pic
ture of a true Christian. Christ has opened the eyes 
of his soul, brought him '• out of darkness into His


