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Number 28

THFE. REV. C. H. SPURGEON'S SERMON

AT GREAT QUEEN-STREET CHAPEL.

There was a crowded congregation at Great
Queen-strect on Friday morning to hear the
sermon by the Rev. C. H. Spurgeon. The
prayers were read by ths Rev. C. Haydon,
superintendent of the circait.
the pulpit Mr. Spurgeon gave out four verses

On ascending

of the Hymn, ** Jesus shall reign where'er the
suu,” and the preacher’s request that the bymn
might be sung ** right heartily” was thorough-
ly acted upon; a glorious burst ot praise re-
sulting such as bas not beeu beard in this fine
o!d sanctuary for some time.

Mr. Spurgeon then said: My text is a short
one. It will not puzzle the memory, bu: I
trust it may fix itself upon the heart—the last
sentence of the 21st verse of the 8th chapter of
the prophecy by Zechariah: ** I will go also.”’
The entire passage reads as follows: ** Thus
saith the Lord of Hosts : It shall yet come to
pass that there sball come people, and the in-
habitants ot many cities, and the inbabitants
of oue city shall go to anotber, saying, Let us
go speedily to pray before the Lord, and to
seek the Lord of Hosts: I will go also.”

Now, the passage speaks of a most encour-
aging condition of spiritual things. Here are
people earnest to hear the Gospel, earnest
moreover to pray, which is better still, lur.'
they said, ** Let us go speedily to pray before

supposing it does, yet we do not so distinctly
eye Him as our substitute ; we do not feel such
ravishments when we are med tating upon his
love ; perhaps we forget to maditate upon that
love at all.  We bave little sense ol our need
of Him; and so we get a small estimate of
what He is to us. But when we are looking
to our souls, when God's lloly Spirit rests
upon us we prize our Saviour: every drop of
bis blood seems precious; every thoght of
Him, every word He speaks, precept Ile bas
given iy esteemed above gold, yea above much
fine gold. And when we worship Him with |
all our Leart and soul and strength, and "go
forth to tell to others what a dear Saviour, He
is, we have a voice, which grows eloquent in
earnestness, if not in rhetoric ; and Christ gets |
bonour among men; his kingdom grows, and |
He sways his scepture among men, bv reason |
that we oursclves have come to honour Christ,
and to scrve Him better.

dre hren, a Church can vever tlourish it we |
are furgetful of our obligations to our Saviour.
It seems to me that some Christian men thiuk
that Jesus Christ bought the seventh part of
them, and so they serve Him on Sundays. It
that
Christ’s love is amply compensated by their

secems (0 we that others fancy Jesus

candle-ends and  cheese-parings; they con-
secrate the fourpenny bits out of their fifty
thousand pouuds, and when they bave done

tha* they count that they Lave pretty nearly

| sha | see converts by the thousand.

the Lord.” Beware  above
all our country an carnest desire to hear tln-{‘t‘\"'r,\lhmg. ol religious cant.  And what is it
Word, and also to attend meetings for prayer, but religious cant when a man stands up and

O that we might see throughout  discharged their liabilities.

anxiously to seek after GGo 1, each man for him- sings : —

selt.
This
another.
and to pray, but '(bcy were ““"“_’“_” that other | and yet gives him so insignificant and trifling a
people ‘h"“.m"’“J"." the same privilege. .l bey | proportion of his substance that it could scarce-
were not ministers who went about to stir up | ly be estimated—gives to Christ of his time
’
the people to come and bear, but the people | iy zeal bis energy, 1 may say, without seri-
undertook that office themselves, and not one | ;.o mistake absolutely nothing at all. O
here and there only, for it appears that the in- | what do we owe to oor Saviour! Look down,
babitants of one city—all the mbabluntu—‘my brother, to the pit ot bell; you would be
went to other cities, and said, Come, and let| pore Lut for Him. Look

4 . They | heights of heaven ; you shall be there but through
did not want professional advocates of the | jj;,

But if | may make some reserve,
And daty do not call,

Iloye my God with z:al so great
I'nat 1 wou.d give Him all—

delightful scene was followed by |

The people not only wished to bear |

: upward to the
us go speedily to pray before the Lord.
: Here you are in the covenant of grace
d“(.f’ of seeking the Lord, but they thcmsc?vca ! forgiven sinners, men in whom the Lloly Spirit
baving tasted that the Lord was gracious,

spoke to others—yes, and tock a journey to
do it. lf e grol merely that one tradesman'| gng ypiritual beritage—east and west north and
said to b_" ncl.ghbour,‘l‘c( us go: up to l’r“-";r; south; all thisis yours, but you have it all
but the inhabitants of one city made an ex-Yhrouyl Jesus Christ. All the covenant bless-

cursion to lnolher'cny. and they said, Let | sings come by our Lord Jesus Christ P Are we
us go and worship and pray belore the|

dwells ; and you owe all this to your Saviour.
You may walk through the land of your pres-

Lord. O those were delightful times; and|

then, wholly his ? Who would wish to have an
unconsecrated hair upon bis head, or a drop

when this text shall be fulfiled throughout !be‘}o‘» blood in. bia ‘veics thas did not flow for
whole world there will be blessed prenvhmgtchrm? We should not only wish to eat, to
from the minisn‘-rs of the Qorpel, and a bless- drink, and evea to sleep for the glory of God
ed ingathering into the Churches as the result ‘ as they who eat aad sleep that they may be re-
thereol. ! freshed tor future service. But when piety gets

But there is a little sentence at the end of | t5 a low ebb this sense of obligation vanish-
the verse which seems to bave been put in t0|as.  We are content to bave enough religion
show us that in addition to the general religA} to varnish us over with a sort of sauctified re-
ious movement there was a deepening ol | spectability. We bave no sense of need. We
personal and individual resolution with regard | pray—but what sort of prayer? We sing and
to the things of God, so that the prophet said, | make sweet music—perhaps we think a great
1 will go also. DPerhaps he put this in bere for | deal about the sweetness of the music; but the
the use of everybody who should read it. e | heart does not sing; the soul does not leap at
put it here by the inspiration of the Holy|the sound of bis name. Everything gets to be
Spirit for our use, so that we may not see these | heariless and liteless, till the vessel of the
good times and bave no sharc in them, but that | Church—that grand ‘old vessel which once
when others are drawing nearer and oearer to | y.ud to plough the seas so gloriously, becomes
God, we may say, ** [ will go also.” [a phantom ship; dead men pull the ropes,

The subject of this morving's discourse w'll| aud dead men steer over the snnken rocks be-

really be this personal religion- 1 will go|
also.” And I shall speak upon it first by va)'-l
ing that an earnest devotion to personal religion |
is in itself one of the best signs of the presence
of God with his Church. Cburch religion is|
admirable, it ought to be maintained far more |
than it is. A low state of godliness in the
Church of God is very injurious to the world,
and brings much dishonour to God. 1 believe |
personally that the Churéh ot God ought to bcf
a salamander, and live in fire, and that she is |
never so healthy at a lower temperature as|
when at a white heat. It is when she burns:
like a thunderbolt fresh from the baad of God
that she is what she’ought to be. Chburch reli-
gion is most important. But at the bottom of
church religion will be found, I thivk, family
religion, and when that is neglected —when,
for instance, family prayer is is given up,
when the instruction of the children in the
things ot God comes to be neglected, and
when the house is no longer a Bethel; when
there is not an altar for God beneath the be-
liever's tent, then rest assured the Church will
suffer. Family godliness is the very strength
ot Protestantism. Roman Catbolicism may
live by its prayers in the churches: we exist
In part by making all our houses churches,
and having them open every morning and
evening for the family worship which God
delights in, for He loves the tents of Jacob.
Still at the bottom of that—lower dowan than
church piety and piety must be
personnl religion; for it would be idle to keep
up the external forms ot family worship and
to maintain decorously all the order of publwi

family

worship if we were an assembly of hyjocrites |
or a congregation of formalists. In proportion
as we personally burn and glow will the whole
mass be flred. " In proportion as we are each
one enriched by the Spirit of God will the
whole community be rich towards God. But
negle-t personal piety, and it is ao evil sign.
Beloved, what manner of persons ought we
to be, who have been redeemed by the prec-
jous blood of Jesus Christ!  What manner of
persons shall we be it we know with what a

price we have been redeemed, and feel the|ihe evidence of its moral effects and its spirit-

constraining power of the love that paid the

price ! 1t we are not looking to our own per-
sonal piety, it'is clear that we bave forgotten

our sins, our sinful natures—forgotten that we

were dead in sin; we bave forgotten that to

this mument we still carry about with us a|peliever.

body of sin ard death. I always find that if 1
sink low in my repentence I always sink equal-
ly low in my taith; and it I bave no lowly
thoughit of myselt I am sure not t2 have lolty
thoughts of my Master. Wh:n you are not
looking to your own soul you get to be forget
ful of the pit whence ye were digged. It you
recollected this 1t would give a force, a vitality
to your religion which would make it tell upon
the world.

Secondly, when per:onal religion is neglect-
ed our taith in Christ is not so simplz as it
used to be, even it it continues, and I am

neath. And nothing can save us from such a
state, ino that state the Cburch must assured-
ly go, it personal religion decays and declines.
Let every man be more earnest and the Church
will be more earnest. Hence the best sign of
the times that you can give, dear friends, 1s to
be yourselves better. The best sign for a
Church is for each member to get nearer to
God and be more earnest for Christ. Let
that first thought abide.

My second bead is this; Earnest personal
religion becomes the best Gospel agency. 1
do not see what better the writer of this text
could have done; he said that the inbabitants
ol one city would go to another city and say,
Let us go speedily to pray before the Lord,
and to seek the Lord of Hosts: Well, to help
that man what could he do? . Did be sav, 1
will stand by and encourage thee? That
would bave beeu a poor thing to say, I shall
stand and bless God when 1 see you do it.
That would have been a comparatively small
thing. But be says, I will go also. That is
the very best thing a man can do. Julius
Cuesar, it is said, ascribed his victories to the
fact that when be called upon bis armies to go
and fight the enemy be did not say, Go betore
me ; but, Come with me. And depend upon it
the best thing any ot us can do in missionary
work. and in furtherance of the cause of Jesus
Christ is to say, I will go also.

Personal religion is argumentative.
streets frequently when young men preach the
Gospel there are cunning sceptics about who-
will be sure to suggest difliculties. I have
often remembered that old proverb that a fool
may ask a question which a thousand wise men
could not answer; and if I be asked something
which I cannot answer, it is no proof that what
I do know is not true. There are a great many
books written in these days Lo answer sceptics.
I commend the motive with which they are
written, but I am not sure that any amount of
good has ever been produced by them. The
evidence of the Gospel is to be found in its re-
sults ; and the only evidence that will convince
the world that the Gospel came from Christ is

In ow

|

ual influence. It at this time I were to enter
some of our respectable places of worship, and
were to bear respectable sermons by respect
able ministers, preached to respectable people,
I think I should by degrees get to be an un-
But if I were to go down in turn,
say, to such places as the Edinburg Castle in
the east of London, where our friend Dr. Ber-
nardo has such a work going on, and were to
| see gathered there a thousand ot the poorest
'ol the poor—harlots, diunkards, and thieves
—ah ! these are the people to preach to:
they are just like so much barley straw: you
bave only to apply the light and the whole
mass is ignited. If 1 were inclined to be a
sceptic I might be insensible to appeal, and if
arguments were adduced I might probably find
some coruer to escape, but it I saw the sin-

sober earnest Christian man, if I heard the
blasphemer speak to the praise of Christ, it I
saw the poor woman of the strects litted up to
virtue and holiness, I should say, This is the
finger of God: they cannot do this. Other
arguments in proot of Christianity will be of
little avail it you have not got this argument.
Actions always speak more loudly than words ;
put words together as you may, if the actions
that flow from you be not such as enforce your
words they are but as sounding brass or a

This is and always has been
You send the
gospel to China, and you send opium too. You
send the Gospel to the IHindus, bat side by
side with it there has been tke blowing of
men from guns. All over the world English-
men bave disgraced the language they speak.

tinkling cymbal.
at the bo tom of any success.

I see no rcason to expect until there is a
change among us at home.—until we have an
earnest Church and a sanctified nation, and
then have earnest ministers abroad, that we
The ab-
sence of personal piety is the absence of the
main object upon which religion, under God,
must be based.

But personal piety is instructive as well as
and
you

argumentative. People want teaching,
what is the best way to

ever kept a school and ever tried to explaio

teach ? Have

to the children a stcam engine ? Well, I am
sure you have been quite unable, unless you
have bad a littte model or some pictures. If
you take up theJ/lustraled Londim News you
may read the letter press. and not understand

the appearance of the landscape or the form of |

the piece of machinery ; but there is a likene:s
on the other page, and you learn more f{rom
that than you could bave done from words. A
boly lite is 1be pictorial illustration of the
Gospel. We are, after all, interpretors of
Scriptures by our lives. Wicked men do not
read thenDB.ble, but they read us. Do not
not make by our inconsistencies the word of
God say what it does not. Be instruciors of
others by practical speaking. Some ol us
preach with our tongues, but, bretbren, the
best preaching is preaching with the feet in the
daily ** walk " and preaching with the hands in
daily lite.

not only augumentative
and instrucuve, but, better still, it is persua-

Personal piety s

sive. Sinis very infectious, and a bad exam-

ple is extremely dangerous. But there is

another side to that question—namely, that |

grace also, a holy example has a blessed infec-
tiousness also. If the devil wants to keep one
of bis people securely, he takes care to keep
bim away from godly people. It is after all
with men very much as it is wiith sbeep—they
go in flocks, and if one will go others wil!
follow. At any rate, nothing is so likely
to prove an instrument in leading men to
Christ as a godly example. It that young
man over there were converted all his as-
sociates would know it, and be influenced
by it, and it they did not all decide for Christ
at any rate it would be the more difficult for
them to remain undecided : they would not be
able to sin so cheaply as they now do. And
if the head of a house is couverted the ioflu-
ence is felt throughout the bouse, for was it
not said by Paul, ** Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ and thou sbalt be saved, and thy
house.” ¢ This day is salvation come to thy
house.” Get it into the house in the heart of
one, and it is likely to spread until all the in-
mates be brought to Jesus.

Now, having mentioned wherein the influence
of early piety lies, 1 want toshow its applica-
tion in two or three cases by way of illustra-
tion.

First, in the matter of the conversion ot sin-
ners. If we are saved ourselves, we long to
see others saved. We cannot all preach
the Word or write books, but one thing,
by God's grace, we can all do—we can
all show forth the power of God's grace in
We can all be saying, it converted,
We bave got an instrumen-

our lives.
* I will go also.”
tality by which we can influence sinners tor
good. It as a preacher I can get a text into
my own heart, 1 know that I can get it into
other people's; but if between the text and
myself there is no sympathy —it I cannot get it
wrought into my own coastitution, I cannot
expect it to be wrougkt into otbers. The
grand secref of preaching is this preparation:
we each should say, I will go also. The daily
living in the power ot the Gospel is the way
daily to make the Gospel a power among the
sons of men through the belp ot God's Spirit.
Dear triends in the Sunday-school, and all of
you who are engaged in Christian work, your
way to get the people where you want them to
be, is by the help ot God's Spirit to go there
yourself. O!says that mother, I should so
like my son to be prayertul. Do you show him
the value of prayer yousell? Are your pray-
ers always earnest and tervent? You may de-
pend upon it, when your prayerfulness is ob-
served, it will have a great effect in producing
prayer in bim. A remarkable instance of the
effect of & prayerful example on the part of a
tather which led to a son's conversion was
given and the preacher continued—

Example, again, is the mightiest missionary
agency. A great many complaints are made
now-a-days about the non increase ot our de-
nominations. Brethren, let the complaints be
multiplied; and let the sorrow be deepened.
Do not let any of us try and cloke the fact, that
we have not got the prosperity we desire; and
that while there is a measure of blessing that
should make us grateful we have not the meas-
ure that used to be upon the Churches. Do
not let us get away from that because it would
net altar the fact even it we try to gloss it
over. I bave often found that whenever the
cows get into the wheat the first question is
not ** How did they get in? but, How shall
they be gotout? I recommend to you and to
all Christians if you see the Church declining
to try personal piety, try a pure example. It
the prayer meeting is badly attended—I do not
know bow it is with you, but I know there are
many places where it is ip a wretched and mis-
erable condition—if you are going home to
deliver an address to your friends about the
bad attendance, do not do it; go and attend
the prayer meeting yourselt. There are not
s0 many earnest lay preachers as there should
be. I am told sometimes that there is a back-

ner saved, it 1 saw the dronkard become a

wardness in men to go and preach the Gospel.

_— e

Brethren, it is no use your writing a tract and will stamp your age with that image and im-|seeing me withont receiving their heart’s

proposing scme organic change which prob-
ably would only make a bad thing worse. Go
and preach yoursell ; throw your strength into
that. Ithink there is a law in London—though
it is poorly observed-— bat every housebolder
should clear away the snow from before his
own house—on the whole, the best way to
keep the paths clear. 1t there be any fault in
the services of Christians in these days, per-
baps it would be best it every cne were to
sweep away the dust and the ice and snow
trom before bis own door. Reform bills are
well enough, but a reform bil that reforms

press. It for you ‘“ to live is Christ,” I pray
thit your children may be like you, I pray that
your servants may be like you, I pray that
your Sunday school children may be like you.
I pray that your hearers may be like you. T¢
multiply the image of Christ will not be to
cause any superfluity of it.
bad the broad arrow of the King upon it, all
the world over, and that all men bore the image
and superscription of that blessed Christ of
God who loved us, and gave Himselt tor us.

I want every believer bere and I want every
sioner bere to say, ** I will go also.” The

O that everything

oue's own selt is the best reform bill possible. | Cross isthe common ceatre, our great railying-

Liet each say : There is a prayer-meeting, the point ; the blessed Spirit is our great Helper

brethren are going up. 1 will goalso. There'and Comforter. 1 want each one to say ** I}
is a class meeting; there will be a number will go also.”
regularly thore; T will go also. There is a it isfor you to say this first. The Church will
strect preaching at the corger, and they will seldom get beyond us. God grant that we may |
want sowe to make a little crowd; I am glad never degenerate and deteriorate the Cburch
others will go; I will go also. There is a Sun-| of God through eur want of abounding grace.

day-school in waat of teachers; I am pleased If there is anythiog to be done for Jesus, let us |
to think that the youug men and women de- be first. 1 am sometimes put to the blush by
vote themselves to such excellent work ; 1 will | some of our praying people, who seem to get into |
'go also. We shall do no good by lamenta-'the heart of Christ further than Ido. We maust |
tions over the present degenerate age, and by | be first, brethren, or we must try to be, it the |
crying up the virtues of our fatbers. I believe Church of God is to be quickened. We must '
tbey were very good ; but I believe we should ' put our bearts upon the altar and must say, |
do wellto be a great deal betier; for the| ** Bind the sacrifices with cords, even to lhl':
best man that ever lived was not halt as good | borns of the altar. Lead the Church God-ward, |
as be might bave been; and instead ot making | forward to battle and to victory ; I will go also |

And, my mintering brethren, |

"the best of our siandard we should aim to|
eclipse it and go beyond, and we certainly |
should go beyond anythiug we bave ever seen
it thjs were the declaration ot all believers in
all Christian services, ** I will go also.”

|  Anotber iliustration in the matter of the
1 higher and mote usual service ot selt-sacrifice.
|O for men to go abroad—Q for men that
| would count not their lives dear unto them
|that they might win souls to Christ. How
‘vau we get them ? I know of no method but
by the power of this, ** I will go also.” Then
| tbere are some men who would have to say, I
| bave not the gifts to preachjthe Gospel, but 1
{ will belp to maintain those who can, and so in
! ** Anotber may say, I am
service at bome, and it

that way go also.

'tied to Christian
| would be sinful for m.e to go, but with earnest
effort in daily prayer and intense sympathy
with my brethren I will to the utmost of my
power ** go also " among them. It that spirit
were common right through the Church young
men would be raised up who would say, ** 1
have a fair prospect of making a fortune at
| home, but I am Christ's, and it men are wanted
{tor the Bechuanas or the Hindus or the Chinese
and it any are ready to go, ‘1 will go also.”
We should see men in the flush of youth con-
secrating themselves to foreign service; and if
men were wanted for savage tribes, men such
as your Society bhas found 1n years gome by,
they would come and give themselves up a liv-
ing sacrifice for Christ. I cannot expect
another maa to do what I would not do my-
selt, and J bhave no right bardly to suggest to
him to go but when I honestly feel that I am
going “* also” in every kind of service to our
Master. If you bad been at Waterloo probably
one of your comrades would have said to you,
** See that division. 1 believe the Duke ot
Wellington Las made a great mistake. And
be did not believe in that officer's judgment
and another’s courage. *‘‘ Do you know,” you
might reply, ** that you and I are privates in
the army, and our bnsiness is to do the fight-
ing ; you are not to get interfering with the
general, and finding fault with the officers,
and undertaking to do other people’s duty.
Load your gun, and fire it again and again.”

It is neither your place nor mine to be can-
vassing the conduct of that minister, or the
proceedings of that body of ministers, or the
executive action or the mode ot proceeding
ot the Society. My dear brother, fire your
own gun. Serve God with your whole beart,
soul and strength. If we all do that, matters
will come right enough, by the blessing of
Almighty God.

I now pass on to note another point. As
personal religion thus becomes the best mis-
sionary agency, we ought to remember that the
character of our personal religion will be sure
to colour the religion which, by God’s grace, is
generated through it. Thatis tosay, as a seed
bringeth forth after its own kind, so the minis-
ter of the Gospel, as a general rule, brings t>
Christ people who turn out to be very much
like bimself.
fully Wesley-like, and Whiteficld's were won-
derfully ** Whitefieldly.” Do you blame them ?
I don’t. I think inthe order of God's gracious
arrangements it is meant to be so. A man
wbo bad been converted under the preaching
of Paul would like to hear Paul preach better
than Apollos. There are of different phases.of
character, but they are equally beautiful after
their kind. Depend upon it there will be the
band of God in every conversion, but the band
of man will often be apparent too. Some men
never seek to bring out into the clear light
those who are awakened by their ministry, but
seem to keep them in the land of bondage.
There are some good people who seem to bave
no life, no energy, no force; and that is mainly
owing to the ministry under which they were
converted, or to persons who were the means
of brioging them to Christ. It then the pur-
pose and thought, the whole work of others will
take a tinge, hue and color from yours, O pray
to God that yours may bave the best color and
the best hue, and the best tinge that you can
give to that work. Ask the Lord that you may
be so zealous in his service that those who
may be brought to God may be zealous men
and men stronger than lions and swilter than
eagles in the service of God. O for atresh
race—a stronger race of Christians. We bave
got, I am afraid, to seme extent ioto a dwar-
tish period. We want to raise the standard,
that Christians may be stronger in the Lord and
in the power of his might than they have been.
And the standard cannot be raised except by

each Christian man saying, ** I will go also.”
If you want the best tone ot heart, and the

best mood of spirit in which to serve the Lord,
permit me to direct you to the Cross. If the
love of Christ constraine b you, if the blood of
Christ be your constant joy ; if you have kissed
those dear feet; it you live habitually in this
frame as the dove lives in the cleft of the rock ;
if it is not the doctrine that you preach up, but
Christ ; if it is not your Chburch, but Christ ; it

Wesley's converts were wonder-

lit thy grace will permit me.”

He is the first and last and midst with you, you

Let us not |
judge one another, but- judge oursclves, and let !
each see if there can be any increase in zeal |
and earnestness. ‘‘ I will go also,” in the |
name of the living God. Let every class-leader
say ** I will go also ;" whether my tellow class- |
leaders will or not, in God's name I will gu!
also. Then you parents of children, you are
longing to see your children coaverted. As |
you love and tear the Lord then you shall see
the desire of your heart in the conversion ot
your sons and daughters.

In times of war, and with enemies upon the
shores, such a thing bas bappened that the de-
fenders have been beaten, and bistory tells of
a case in which the men fled and the women
snatched the standard and fired the men with
tresh valour and they drove the invaders into
the sea. Cbristian women, it we men tail, say,
“* We will go if you will not; and it you go
we will go also.” Thereis a wondrous power
in the lite ot Christiau women when 1heir hearts
are full of the love of Giod.
daughbters, sisters, wives, I charge you not to
shirk personal responsibility, but to say this
day, ** 1 willgo also.”

Women—mothers,

There are aged men bere, who perhaps may
be excluded trom service by reason of infir-
mities, and some have to suffer much and there-
fore can perhaps scarcely take part in active
work for Christ; but you who cannot run can
go limping on your crutches and say, ** This day
the battle is hot, and we are wanted, and we
come to the front even with the rest to take
our part.”
brother, but if not, away with the napkin and
bring the one. To-day Satan rages; tbe old
dragon of Rome is seeking to swallow this
country whole ; infidelity goes over it like a pes-
tilence that walketh in darkpess. ‘‘ Awake,
arise, or be forever fallen,” all ye that serve
your great and good Master, for now is the
time in which no man can be excused through
any infirmity or weakness whatever; it the
Spirit of God be upon him be mu:t say, * I
will go also.” Ye poor oues say, ** I will go
with you; I will go also.” Ye who are work-
ing men and mix up with other working men,
your piety will reach a class that sometimes the
ministry  cannot reach. Each one in bis own
position is particularly fitted for a work, and
nobody can do that man's work but himselt.
He must do it bimselt; and let bim resolve to
do it in the name and strength of the Most
High.

If you can bring ten talents come,

(From N. W. Advocate.)
AN INCIDENT WORTH PRESERVING

BY REV. N. L. BRAKEMAN, A. M,

The Northwestern made mention, at the
time of the death of my dear Curistian mother,
and of her sainted uncle, Rev. Timothy
Merritt, of New England to whom Dr. Abel
Stevens pays such a noble tribute in the third
volume of his ** His'ory of the M. E. Cburch.”

Upon mv study table lie several volumes of
rare and peceliar interest to me. Some of
them from mother’s library, and some ot them
(tbrough ber) from uncle Merritt’s. Among
the latter are several volumes of the old Mctho-
thodist Magazine from 1811 onward: two
volumes of the Methodiet I’reacher, published
in Boston in 1829, by Jobn Putnam, and edited
by Rev. Shipley W. Wilson, a monthly collec-
ticn of ¢ Sermons by the chief living minis-
ters” of that day. It contains five full ser-
mons apd some poetry from the celebrated
Rev. Jobn Newlord Moflitt. And bere is a
large volume of *‘* Miscellaneous sermons,
essays, and reviews,” of great variety, excel-
Jence, and value—a number of tbem Uncle
Merritt’s own productions. (lle was author of
several good books, useful aod popular in
their day, but now out ot print.)

On one of the fly-leaves ot t/is volume, in
dim pencilings, is recorded the following inci-
dent too good to be lost :

Daring a protracted meeting held in the
Niagara Street M E Church in Buffalo, N. Y.,
in the winter of 1846, under the the pastoral]
charge of Rev. E. Thomas, now of the Cali-

fornia Cooterence (and formerly ediior and|the depths of the heart unmoved. We regard ’{

desire—the answer to their many. many pray-

ers for my repentance and conversion. I must

say, however, that the influence of their Chris-
tian example, and the memory ot
admo-

prayers and tender and atF-ctionate

nitions bas ever followed and deeply affected
me, and they have brought me here t>night'
Their strange but baliowed spell i1s upon me
now. They appeal to my sense of obligation
and duty, affecuon and obedience, both to God
and my parents, with a torce | have never felt
betore. 1 will mot say it is irreristible; but 1
will say that 1 have resolved no longer to
I yield to these, as I ought long ago
to Mve yielded to

Atter these years of a varied, always un:atis-

resist it.
powerful convictions
factory, and often pedilous and bitter expe
rience, | have determined with God's help, to
be a better man, aud (ry to live a Christian
I receive Chust and believe in him as my
sacrifice for sin, my Saviour from from it, and

as the Advocate ol my cause in the supreme

| court of heaven ; aud I rely alone upon Divine

mercy, as mavifested in Him, for pardon and
salvation.
upon me, ard that the prayers of my sainted
answered, and 1 be

parents may yet be

S‘Jvrii.”

When be bad finished, the pastor arose and
asked bim, **Is your name Barlett Merritt 2
He answered, ** It 15.”" and you are indeed
the son ot Rev. Timothy Merritt ?
ed, “I am.” **Wel”

** This is the Lord's doings,

samid  the  pastor,
and a strangely
interesting incident is this to me.
known of you and your tamily. Years ago I
read with great profit your tathers volume on

* Christian Perfection ;" that little volume has|

Pray that God may have mercy!

He answer- |

| twenty-five
1 bave|

people were ** confounded " they ** were all

ed and marveled.” Maltitudes came to-

r from all parts, whole cities were moved,
rended

pations destroved their im

persons en

Ness wWas susj

“there was no small stir about
i modern revivals

xditement

texceed t of the apostolic age, we

certataly can not blame it. Lot Chnistians

work and plead tor the conversion ot all men
And if

ready to hear,

men are found willing to forsake sin,

to prav, and to step aside from
the factory and the streets, to listen to the call
to repent an 1 believe, let no fear ot excitement
hinder us trom bidding such a movement God-
spee 1 {4 list I

- —

From the St Lows Ad
CHURCH P AIRS

A\ correspondent of one ol our rehigious
exchanges, having been to a Church fair, or a
Church,

experience, in part, in the tollowing manner

fair tor the beaefit of a relates hos

“ First. | met a smart young Miss near the
door as | entered, doing her best at selling
chances in a work-stand, decked out as gay as
a rainbow with variously colored  speok-silk
Would 1 take chance ?  * Only twenty-five
cents, and only twenty chances or so against
you. Ol course, you are as likely to win as
anybody " 1 nvested the twenty-five cents,
and lost Next, though 1 supposed myselt un-
known, I heard my name called trom a quarter
of the hall labe ed * Post ofice.’ | tound (hree
letters awaiting me, the postage on each

cach a coarse comic
beset by various fair
to buy this and that

cents |oan
valentine. Next | was
ones, at various tables,

| trinket, which 1 did; when 1 tound the last ot
| the five dollar bill, with which

I entered the

room, gone. I turned in haste to leave, when

given character and tone to my entire religious [ agaimn, trom the post-oflice quarter, my name

life and Christian ministry. Aad now it is
given to me to find the loong lost ton of my la-
vorite author, and direct him to his flather's
(Giod and Saviour!” |

The pastor thea turned to the Christian pa-|
rents in his congregation, and exborted them [
to ccaseless and untiring effort and prayers|
for the salvation ot their unconverted children,
citing this case as a most remarkable |l|u:-na~'
tion of the fact that though they might not in|
this lile sce their labors successful, and their
desiree tuifilled, yet, like tather aod mother
Meritt, they might behold from the hill ot
beaven the frut of boly living and faithiul
praying. “* O, said the pasior, ** there is joy |
in heaven to night over * one sinner that re-
the parents of this returning prodigal know |
that their son who was dead is alive again,
who was lost is found, and shure in those an-
gelic rejoicings P
torgotten by those who witnessed it, and iy
doubtless recorded in God's book of
brance.

Bartlett Merritt was soon alter converted.

The scene will not be ever

remem-

The change wrought in him was radical, genu-
ine permanent. lle was indeed a new man.
He sailed the great Northwestern lakes the
following season as mate of a fine vessel, and
wherever he went,

fidelity, and correctness he witnessd a good

with a sailor's boldness,

contession of Christ before all men, and told
and sang—as only a sailor can
“ The old, old s:ory, of Jesus and love.”

In the fall be returned to his New England
home, and the following summer died of chol
era. HisCLristian career was brief but brilliant,
and in every way and all things worthy of his
high calling and of his honorable family name.
He was a tower of Christian strength while
be stood, and when he suddenly fell in death
he, like his parents before Lim, triumphed
gloriously.

“0O'l may I tnumph so,
When all my warfare’s past;

And dying, find my latest foe
Under my feet as Jast

The sketch closes in these words: ** Who
shall say that Father, Mother, and Bartlett
Merritt have not long since recognized eacl
other in that blisstul land where * we shall
know even as also we are known?' And who
can conceive their rapturous praises to the
dear Redeemer * who gave himself for them,’
and now gives them home and welcome where
they are together and forever with the Lord ?*

Forever with the Lord !
Father, if 'tis thy will,

The promise of that faithful word,
E'en here to me fulfil,

8o when my latest breath
Shall rend the’veil in twain,

By death I shall escape from death,
And life eternal gain.

Kncwing as I am known,
How shall I love that word,
And oft repeat before the throne,
Forever with the Lord !

REVIVALS ESSENTIAL.
“A \\'(;alc')‘ln Methodist sneering at revivals

in bell itself.” Such is

X | sort of thing as you may, there it is
penteth,’ and may we not believe that there |

‘lars bas been disposed of by lottery.

would evoke a cheer

Mr. Allen’s conscientious aud outspoken testi- |

mony. Even in Methodism, though it elf a re

vival, and unlikely to tulfil its mission without
a constant succession of these religious move-
ments- -for we believe that religion is to be ad

vanced by means of these successive impulses

to its final glory and prevalence—there are |

|

some: whose quasi-intellectual bead shakings|

and murmurs of condempation justity such a
rebuke. They urge as an objection that the
excitement produced by a multiplication of
ministrations,

services, by extra ministerial

and other unusual means, is injuricus,

tends to stir the surtace of emotion, leaving

agent at San Francisco) a young man, dressed | excitement as by no means essential to, though |

in the garb of a sailor, came forward with |

several others and knelt at the altar of prayer, | probably buman, arising from the principle of | .

| sympathy, and, therefore likely to pass away |

a deep and sincere penitent. Soon an oppor-
tunity was given for the young converts nru“
seekers to speak, when the young sailor aro:el
and with much feeling said, in substance, as |
follows: ‘I am the child of many prayers. |
My father's name was Merritt. He was al
minister ot the M. E. Cbusch and a member |
of the New England Conterence. I have|
been a wild, wayward, wandering son. Some
years since I ran away from college, and went
to sea. I bave never been back since. I bave
strangely and persistently kept away from
home, and turned away from the good counsel
and kind persuasions of father and mother.
They are both in beaven now. And I am only
not in bell! They passed from earth without

extremely nataral in a revival. Much of it is

when the circumstances which called it forth
terminate. But there must also be consider-
able excitement caused by the mighty change
of passing from death to life. We should not
blame the passengers in a ship for being ex-
cited, it they were awoke from their slumber
with the intelligence that the ship was sinking.
It is not a matter of surprise that when men sud- |

denly awake to a view of judgment and of bell, | CHILDEEN AND 10E Gosril

was called. Four more well-worn comic valen-
tines for me; but being impecunious | had to
give an order to call next day at my office tor
the dollar.”

e bad
We said this was his experi-

Scerved him right. no business at
any such place.

ence, in part.  He was ind gnant, and insisted

‘llul the course pursued at some Church faws

savored more of stealivg than et tair, honest
Iid he not
What were those

dealing.  Poor, guileless youth'!

know that belore be went ?
chances else than gambling? WHhat was that
post-otlice and those letters other than swind-
ling ?  Smooth it over, twist and turn it as you

will, talk about ** the fun,"” the ** innocent de-

ception,” the ** no harm intended " and all that
Look at
Counsider the principle involved, and think
bow easy and natural the travsition, if there be
any transition, from this to the corrupt gamb-

Thiok how
man or boy,
having been accustomed to these things, may
be led away into the hte ot a gambler or swind-

ling practised by, alas ' so many.

casily an unconverted young

“ )

ler. Here deceptions ** are practised in fun,’
atterward they will be practised for gain. This
whole matter of Church fairs is unchristian, de-
moralizing and wrong—a reproach that ought
The

thing bas been uite common in parts of the

to be wiped off at once and for ever.

West, and in no part, perbaps more than here
i St.
have goue into regular lotteries, raflles and the

L.ouis, where, in some instances, they

like, and property valued at thousands ot dol-
Hon
dreds, if not thousands ol tickets sold at prices
varying: from twenty five or filty cents to five
or ten dollars each, and then at ** the drawing "
some one took the prize. Ouly one, of course.
I'bere was but one prize to be taken, and one
The others all lost.
How natural for them, the losers, to feel a de-
sire to try again, that they might recover the
loss, be ** more lucky next time, and make

ticket only could diaw it.

something.”  And professedly Christiaa min-
ieters and Christian people have participated
in, and encouraged these things, and then in
their sermons, prm_\'ern and runwru(iunl be-
wail and lament the gambling, cheating, de-
trauding and general demofalization of the age.
Do not pretend that the énd justiies the means.
No such thing. Gambling in a Church house
15 no better in itself considered, than is gamb-
ling in a gambling bouse, and gambling in the
wside of Church organizatious is no beiter
than the gambling on the outside.

Two or Tukee.—* Ane stick’ll pever burn !
Put more wood on the fire, laddie ; ane stick'l

"

never burn ! my old Scotch grandfather used

to say to his boys. Sometimes, when the fire
in the heart burns low, and love to *he Saviour
grows faint, it would glow warm and bright
agaio it it could only touch anotber stick. We
are weak and imperfect. A hundred things—
bealth, digestion, anxieties, little frets and
The spirit

cannot soar, for the flesh constantly keeps it

cares—hinder our soul's progress.

There is a true life being in us, but it
What we

down.
flickers like a candle in the wind.
need, next to eargest prayer to God and com-
manion with Christ, is communion with each
her.  ** Where two or three are gathered”

Jove kindles

let us frequent the society ol those

heart burns to a fervent beat.
Friends,
who are fellow-pilgrims with us to Canaan’s
vappy land.  ** Ane stick’ll naver burn™ as »
great, geoerous pile will be sure to.—Christian
Lanner,

e o

Mirin

ways preferred cheerfulners to mirth.

**I have al-
The

the former as a

CHEELFULNESS AND

latter I consider as an act,

and| o bitof the mind.  Mirth is short and transient,

cheertulness fixed and permanent. Those are

ratsed into the greatest trausports of

vct to the greatest depres-

often
wirth who are st
sion of melanckoly : on the contrary, cheerful-
Less, though 1t dues not give the mind such an
exjusite gladuess, prevents us from talling

Mirth

tlash of hghtuing that breaks through a gloom

into any depths of sorrow. 18 like a

of clouds, and glitters for a moment ; cbeertul-

ness keeps up a kind of daylight in the mind,

| and fills it with a steady and perpetual seren-
| ity "—Addision,

— - +« - o _—

The Gospel

their terror and earnestness should occasionally | bas no conditions which a child cannot tulul,

result in some undisciplined demonstrations. In | The death of Jesus is the clild’s plea.
recalling the iostances ot the Spirit's working, [ grace of Jesus 1y the child's strer
we find there was very great excitement during | 108 Jesus is the child's earoest 1 ile
\'ery stroog expngg_"\ml going to be with Jesus
The ;sgemblejsb:-st thought of beaven.

Lis early outpourings.
sions are used to describe it.

‘1'he
igth.  Pleas-
of right.

child’s

15 the




