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LETTERS OF RECOMME NDATION.
Apostolic Delegation
Ottawa, June 13th, 1905

Mr. Thomas Coffey

My Dear Sir.—Since coming 1o ( anada | have
esia o have noted with satis
gence and

faction that 1t s 1 with
ability, and, above all, that it1s in rd with a strong
Catholic spinit. It strenuously dr’rmh ( <.n.(,i‘.‘
inciples and rights, and stands firmly by the teach-
rl:li and authonty of the Church, at the same time
romoting the best interests of the country. bm.:-w
these lines 1t has done a great deal of good for
the welfare of religion and country, and it will do
more and more, as its wholesow influence reaches
more Catholic homes. 1 therefore, earnestly recom-
mend it to Catholic families. With my blessing on
your work, and best wishes for w~m_nmmed success,
Yours very sincerely in Christ,
Donatus, Archbishop of Ephesus,
Apostolic Delegate
UNIVERSITY OF OTTAWA,
Ottawa, Canada, March 7th, 1900,
. Thomas Cofte
“rl)ulo."m mewme time p.:! 1 have r‘:.ld your
ble paper, the CATHOLIC RECORD, an congra-
z‘l‘n"l‘:vou‘:u:n the manner in which it is published.
Its matter and form are both good and a truly
Catholic spirit pervades the whole Therefore, with |
lessure, | can recommend it to the faithful. Bless-
g vou and wishing you success, believe me 1o re-
main,

Yours faithtuily in Jesus Christ
D, FaLCONIO, Arch. of Larissa,
Apost. Deleg
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Editorial Ce
T'HE PASSION PLAY
Few places are now so well known in
Europe as the village of Obergammer-
gau. It has, every decade for the last
hall century,
popular, until this year the number of
will

rrespondence CATH R

become more and more

visitors smount to nearly three

hundred thousand. It is not beauty of
nature which forms its charm or which
renders it so magnetic. Ober Ammer-
gau is pretty. Quietly it nestles in a
small valley of the upper Bavarian Alps

with a narrow river, the Amwer, from

which it derives ils Laine, runsing

through it. Snow-clad aks lie be-
hind, towering above the placid hamlet
and sheltering beneath their shadowy
forests a simple, dignified people. The
one thing, Ober-Ammer-
gau which is the centre of attraotion

and the purpose almost of the life of the

however, in

Ammergauers themselves, is the Pas- |

sion Play. Unique in the sacred sub-
jeet about which it is entirely con-
cerned, its history and its representa-
tion are the formative elements of the
village folk, in one of whose pensions
we are resting for a few days. The hi
tory of the Passion Play dates a long
way back.
mystery plays which were quite com-
mon through Europe in the middle ages,
But a public ealamity gave it form, and
was the date from which the Ober-Am-
mergau Passion Play takes its birth.
It is menioned as early as the four-
teenth century, when it was acted under
the guidance of Rottenbach, a col-
legiate church about ten miles away.
The supervision of the Ober-Ammer-
gau plays was in the fourteenth cen-
tury taken over by the Benedictine |
monks of Ethal, which is near Ober-
Ammergau. But it was not until the
seventeenth century that the Play was
established on a basis. In 1633
the Bavarian Highlands were swept by
a terrible epidemic.
healthful. In order to pro
tect themselves the peopleof the village

It had its origin in those

new

Ober-Ammergau
alone was

placed sentinels around the place so
that no one could bring in the infection,
One of

Their precaution failed. the

natives, who had been over the moun-

yearned to his

tains harvesting,
and
He eluded the
The

visit

wife family in Ober-Ammergau.

guards and entered the

village. seeds of death were al-

ready in No sooner did he

reach

home than he died lin a few

a» hundred fell vietims to th
There

publie v

moved t

Ylay every te

skill
heard. The plague

since that time the pia) 18 e

with pr
skill ar
fulfilment
169(

periods, A couple of attempts

sferred to the decennial
were
made during the eighteenth century to
anl\‘.v‘. 88 the

Play,
these

Ober-Ammergau Passion

but without Besides

the

SUCCess,

atter

pts the Play, since VOW
has
1800 the
ning of July on
Napole
The

1870,

been only interrupted

twice. In

Play had to stop at

account of

troops of m shelling and taking

the towr next and last occasion

was in Five performances had

been given when the war between

France and Germany began.
of the
their
development  of
its history. 1t from the
beginning of the last century, Besides

the sublime sacred subject which ren-

Several
performers had to go
regiment, The
the VPlay

dates

and
artistic
has

join

also

| ehoruses as iu the old Greek plays.

| represent

| entering upon the play itself we should do

| afar and carry home with them memor-

| surmised

ders it unigue it has other special feat-
ures, There is a decidedly classical im-

| press upon it which gives importance

to the musie and the part taken by the
The
theatre itsell is modelled upon the clas-
gie form. The orchestra is out of sight
below the stage level, A large foreground
enables the choir to enter and stand in |
full line and then wheel to either side
of the actual stage with great effect.
On one side of the stage is Pilate’s Hall,

| whilst Auna's house occupies a similar

position on the other side, The plat- |
form and the sides by which the stage is |
separated from the two halls just men-:

tioned are uncovered. A large auditor- |
ium stretches before the performers’ por-
tion eapable of holding four thousand
spectators. This is covered, a protec-
tion against weather and also a help
As in the Greek theatre the
chorus not only sings canticles suited
ta the play hut deseribes in monologue

from sun,

the difierent tableaux, which are a very |
important and a striking feature of th
Ober - Ammergau Play. W
have, therefore, not merely the dialogue
by which the events of the tragedy suc- |
ceed each other, but we find our atten- |
tion distracted by most beautiful tab- |
leaux introduced by the chorus and dis- |
played with a perfection of beauty and
monumental retention of position never |
equalled elsewhere, These tableaux
many of the events in
the Old Testament which are par-|
ticularly connected with the fall
of man and the death of Christ. Before |

Passion

justice to the men who stamped the Play
with their genius, and gave it the ar- |
tistie form and perfection it now pos-

SEsSes,

Pwo priests and one layman

were the three whose names will forever

D¢

sociated with the Ober-Ammergau
The first of
Ottmar Weiss, a Benedictine of Eittal,

Passion Play. these was
who after the dissolution of his monas-
tery became parish priest of a ne zh-
the Am-
mergauers to abandon the rhymed ver-

boring town. le persuaded
sion and substitute a prose version, fol
lowing closely the text of Holy Serip-
He it the
tableau Ol

ture, who introduced
from the

Testament, typify, and lead up to,

was
whieh, taken

This good

Radamption priest had an
able help in Dedler, a great musician,
When
the Weiss version was produced in 1811
the
used by the chorus in explaining the
third Father

Daisenberger, who became parish priest

an Ober-Ammergauer by birth,

Dedler wrote melodies for verses

tableaux. The was

of Ober-Ammergau. Devout in soul
and cultured in study, Father Daisen-
berger brought to his work in the play
that erowniug power which combined
He
pruned the tree, cutting from it what
was weak and grafting upon its branches
what was strong and relevant.

piety and learning always possess.

His re-
mains lie buried in the village church- |
yard, amidst the people whose fathers
he served so well and upon whose life
His
His spirit,

he had impressed his character.
memory is in benediction.
still preserved by his faithful people, is |
made advice to his
parishioners when obliged by age to
resign. He prayed that through the |
Holy Play strangers might come from |

manifest by his

jes of the mountain valley; and that |
Christian piety, morality and
charity might ever {lourish amongst
them. From all we have said it can be
that this Play
is no ordinary histrionic representation.

true

Passion

Originating in religion, and developed |
by religious guides, and performed by a
| simple pious people, it protects the re-

verence of the subject and portrays in
dignified action that tremendous tragedy |
which is the faith and love of the Chris-
world, and

the

tian Dignity simplicity

mark play from prologue to

epilogue.  Orchestra, chorus and actors
That

the audience to

are bent upon one purpose.

attract

pur-
pose is not to

themselves, but to fulfil their part in a

religions vow and bring to success the

whole play. They are not profession
a I'hey are villag olk, clever, in
renowned as wood earvers,
contented, deeply 15 and muni-
cipally patriotie. are few who
do not take some part in the !
the « t bur \ We are
topping house Herod, Han
Mayr, vhose father, the celebrated
sef Mayr, had taken the part of
Christ three successive Thi
oar o Christ is A 1 Lang a potter.
So the performers of the drama ru
Selected with care by a committee con
gisting of the parish priest, th: burgo-
master and a number elected by the
village, e performers take the part
d to them. Jealonsy is minim
the vow which still binds the
town, and by the pride which all take
in the season's event which is of suvel
pride and renown to them as we 1l as of
great material advantage., So far as
this latter is concerned the
gain  to each action is hardly
worthy of consideration. The returns

of the Play are considerable, but they
are chielly devoted to public purposes.
| Amongst these may be mentioned the
deepening of the river channel as a
| protection against fioods, which fre-

| have an emblem of the fall of man, with

| ence,

performers do not get much, whilst the | delegates which we subjoin. Moved by | all things quietly, * Who moveth trom
portion assigued to the lower actors is | Rev, Mr. Cleaver—"That we memorial- |

ouly a small trifle. There are about four | ize the next general conference to take
hundred performers, 5o that when cos- | such action as may be necessary to elimi-

tumes are maintained and other ex-
peuses covered, we cannot expect them
to receive much. Besides, the perfor-
mance takes place only once in ten
years, Mauy inducements have been
h-1d out to take the Play elsewhere, It
is to the great credit and the honor of

the Ober-Ammergauers that they |
do not listen to such temptations
tions. Omnce th ) yielded to that sug

gestion their play would be condemned |
and their village would perish in cuu-]
tempt. They hold the respect of the
eivilized world by their fidelity to their
vow and by the simple dignity with
which they portray the tremendous
tragedy of our Lord’s Passion and death. |
The spirit of the Passion Play is per-
haps best expressed by the opening |
words of the chorus in the prelude : |

“Bow down now in deep adoring love
O race by the curse of God oppressed
Peace He sends from the heavens |

Though just His anger, for the offence
was great
‘1 do not desire,’ saith He
‘The death of any sinner—1I forgive
Him freely, let him live.'
For this He offered up His Son the
world to save !
Praise and thanks for this we give |
|

|
above
He is not wrath forever.
\
|
|

Thee
O Eternal.”

[ is in Jackson's book.
| cellor of Vietoria is in harmony with

1
nate from all our theological uvhnuln‘
and colleges such teaching comcernivg
the Holy Seriptures and the fallibility
of Christ as is contained in the Kev.
G rorge Jackson's recent book, “Studies
in the Old Testament." Speak-
ing on the resolution he said:
“The colleges teaching what |
Even the Chan- |

are

him. One professor told me yesterday : |
“1 shall resign if the clause carries.' |
¢ You should resign,’ I said. * But all |
the professors in the country will re-
sign.’ ‘They should do so if they teach
such things,' I replied. The new doc-
trine is poisoning the youth. It tends |
to Unitarianism in its logical outcome,”
Dr. Cleaver read a letter telling that a |

| young graduate said that he was taught |
| that Elisha was a myth and the feeding
| of the five thousand but a story.

Rev. Dr. Speer — “1 am convinced
that the majority of these men, educated
as they may be, are deluded. Many
people have left the churches because
they have lost faith in the old Bible,
The professors have so steeped their
intellects in German destructive criti- |
cism that they are deluded.”

Mr. Justice Maclaren—* The author
of the book is a personal friend of mine. |
I voted to appoint him to s position in
Vietoria which he now holds. It is with

( great pain that I must say that I would

The play begins with our Lord's entry | not have done so if the book had been

into Jerusalem, which is preceded by
two tableaux. In the first tableau we

Adam and Eve outside of Paradise,
whilst an angel stands on a slight emin-
ence with a fiery sword. The second

tableau represents the adoration of the | trine of hell fire.

eross. A eross of wood standing upon a
rock oceupies the ceutre of the stage.
One girl stands clasping the cross, an-
other with a palm branch elings to it, a
third foot. Fourteen
cherubs occupy various positions around,

forth

kneels at its

showing religious piety to the

great sign of man's salvation. As soon
as the curtain closes upon the second
tableau the

to the

chorus wheel in line
front to

to Our Lord Who is about to enter Jeru-

chant a welcome
salem. When the change of scene is com-
plete and the song of the chorus finished
The
curtain is drawn, and a erowd of joyous

shouts are heard behind the stage.

people is seen walking slowly with palm
branches, and singing and looking back
as upon some hero they were welcoming.
Shouts of Hosanna rend the air, palms
are thrown upon the pathway, and gar-
ments strew the road. Then they kneel,
upon an

and Jo! sitting

enters the city.

ass Christ
This year it is Anton
Lang, a mild serious looking man with
long hair and beard-—suited by piety
and quiet demeanor to take the sublime
central character of this Passion Play.
We must pause and leave the develop-
ment of the drama for another time—for
a play which takes eight hours in per-
formance is no easy task for its chief

| actors, and is likewise a strain upon its

enwrapped and attentive audience.

A CORISIS IN METHODISM

The report of the Methodist Confer- | minds of the young students for

which was held last week in
Toronto, reveals the fact that that sect
is face to face with a difficulty the solu-
tion of which it cannot evade, yet can-

not solve, and that!as a teaching body it

| is absolutely discredited in the minds of

all its thinking adberents. TIhe ses-
sions were characterized by such dis-
order, acrimonious cross-firing and per-
sonalities as would disgrace a meeting
of a village council.

In order to make clear the sitnation
we must anticipate alittle. About eigh-
teen months ago, Rev. Georg

Jackson,

who had rec

rontly arrived from k wnd to
assume a charge in a Methodist echurch

in Toronto gave a series of lectures on
Bible studies, He was shortly after-
wards named for a professorship in Vie
toria  Universit) The appointment
s viewed askance by the more con
servative section of the Church. Dr
Carman, the general superintendent o
the Methodist Church in Canada, con
demned, « letter, Dr, Jackson's
views, as ressed in the above men
tioned lectures, re rding the personal-
Chiri \ the i rat
Serip v letter, a
r readers  will ret )

rise to 10 very bitter contr
in the press, Dre. Carman's dogmatie
pronouncement and rather personal
attack upon Dr. Jackson, who was very
popular in the c¢ity, met with much
criticism and called forth a bitter re-

joinder from the trenchant pen of Mr.
J. W.

lavelle.

Notwithstanding the
condemnation of his views by the
General Superintendent, and by many

high upin the chureh's councils, he was
wppointed to the stafl of the University.
Since

then he has

published a
“ Studies in the

Old Testament,” in which he gives per-

book entitled
manent expression to
The  publication
of this book and the teaching of the
doctrines therein set forth was the sub-
ject that led to the recent discussion,

the yiews al-

ready meuntioned,

| the gist of which may be deduced from

| quently did great damage. The chief | quotations from the remarks of various

| are ready for that, all right.

written. I would not be content for my

| children to receive instruction in such

doctrine.”

Mr. Parsons: “1 and many others
will be forced to leave the Methodist |
church if this clause carries. If you
Some of
your preachers used to give us the doc-
You don't do it now
(eries of yes, yes) because I think you
have a saner view."

Prof. Bowles of Vietoria: * You are
not acting fairly if you pass this resolu-
tion. We must have liberty or we can-
not teach., What right has Brother
Cleaver to say that this is Methodist
teaching more than I have ? Am 1 not
a Methodist as well as he

Professor MeLoughlin
“Oue man has said ‘A 1
classwould beas capable to decide these
questions as the conference.” 1 believe
that the general spiric of the book is
right. How many of you believe that
the first chapter of Genesis is history

- ¢ H
veily few 4 aib suie

Chaneallor Burwash pointed out that
it was presumption and
conference to
raised.

By a vote of 130 to 116 Dr. Cleaver's
motion defeated,

folly for the

decide the questions

was the majority
of the lay delegates voting in
its favor. The conference then
took up the matter of mission funds.

Now what does all this mean ? It

means that at least Vietoria University
is in the same catagory
American religious
teaching was so ruthlessly exposed by
Mr. Bolsee in his well-known article in
the Cosmopolitan Review entitled
“ Blasting the Rock of Ages.” It |
means, as one of the speakers put it
that many of the professors have so |
steeped their minds in German destruc-
tive eriticism that they are deluded.
It means that those professors are de-

with those

colleges  whose

| stroying whatever faith there is in the

the
ministry who sit under their teaching.
It means the disruption of Methodism as |
a religious entity.

Certainly the conference was incap-
able to decide the questions at issue. |
But the lay delegates had a right to
expect from the governing body of the
Church a definite decision the
orthodoxy of the book in question.
But how could this be expected from a
Church that admits private interpreta-
tion, wherein one man's views are as |
good as another's,

as to

This situation is the
logical outcome of the rejection of an
infallible teaching authority. Method-
ism admits that it does not know what
it teaches as regards the most vital
dogmas of faith; yet it is raising funds
to bring the pure gospel (?) to the be-
nighted Ir

h-Canadians and Italians,

Was there eversuch an absurdity? The
inconsisten of the situation is begin-
ning to dawn upon the lay mind. The
lay delegates were defeated for the
tir being, but they will not down.
Peace was roclaimed when there was
no peace, Tlie hatehet was buried, but
the spot was marked; the fire was
smothered, | it was no¢ extinguished,
700 MUCH NOISE

As wenotice in the daily press column
upon column of reports of ministerial
conventions, and as we listen on the

railway train to the animated conversa-
tion of the lay delegate who has a pet
resolution

the tl ht

present at the conference,
comes to us:

don’t
Why don't they

they make less noise ?

say their pruyers ?  God does not per-
form His works to the accompaniment
of such clamor, Non in commotione
The great resurrection that has
been taking place these days in nature |

not heralded by

Deus,

was any up- |
roar nor wrought with elattering tumult, |
As at evening * silently one by one
blossom the lovely stars in the infinite
meadows of heaven,” 80 in the morn of |

springtime leaf and plant and blossom |

| spring forth from the hosom of earth at
| the bidding of Him Who accomplishes particulars to the Mother Superior,

| trinal

| watehfulness for the

end to end mightily and ordereth all
things sweetly.”

After all, what is the outcome of
these conferences ? A number of resol-
utions are passed aiming at moral re-
form, and delegations are appointed to
wait upon the government to ask its
ald in carrying these into eflect.
Cesar is asked to do what the Church
if it had a mission, should and could do.
Church union is discussed and schemes
are proposed that satisfy nobody. Doe-
discussions introduced.
Heated controversies ensue, which are
highly colored by personal animus.
But nothing is doue; nothing is settled.
The only result we can see is that the
lay delegates are fast gaining control of
church management and that minister-
ial influence is vanishing even in things

are

| purely within its sphere.

It must be very humiliating for an
Anglican Bishop to have a lay dele-
gate, who 1s bavt a

mere novice in

| doctrinal matters, introduce a resolu-

tion which, if passed, would place
the synod in an absurd position.
An instance of this was seen last week at
the annual conference of the diocese of
Huron. A lay delegate moved *that in
the opinion of the synod it is not desir-

| able that any change be made in the

Coronation Oath.” Then followed dis-

| cussion, at the close of which the Bis-

hop said “ It seems to me that we do
not know where we are. The best thing
vou can do is to stop this discussion.”
That is just the trouble with these
people. They don't know where they
If, instead of trying to reform the
world by resolution, they would only
look to themselves, pray for light and

are.

examine their consciences, we wounld
have some hope for them. If they
would only say with Saul of Tarsus,
“Lord what wilt Thou have me to do?”
they would not run in vain. How
different from these conventions are
the retreats of the Catholic cle

The latter do to devise
for they

and they know the

not assemble

schemes of moral reform; know
the evils that exist

remedies which they have at their dis
posal. They come to listen to the voice
of God, speaking to them through the

lips of the direetor of the retreat, and

| from the silence of the Tabernacle to

renew the spirit of their vocation, to rest
a while from their labors in the company
of their Divine Master, to purify their
souls, to repair and strengthen their
spiritual armour, that
forth and
pursue their daily tasks.

they might go

refreshed invigorated to

s is the

great work on which the conversion of
the world depends; yet there is no
noise, no vain boasting, no startling
head lines in the press, but that peace
and quiet which is an attribute of God,
an evidence of power and the outstand-
ing characteristic of those men who have
accomplished great

sphere of action.

things in every

A BISHOP'S WORK
With exceeding regret we chronicle

| the temporary indisposition of His Grace

the Archbishop of Toronto and His Lord-
ship the Bishop of London. In each
case it may be said that to the perform-
ance of episcopal duties may be at-
tributed their illness, These who im-

girable one from the standpoint of ease
and comfort are woefully mistaken, Its
trials, its responsibilities, its ardent
welfare
things that pertain to God and His
Church, in time, and a short time, too,

make their mark upon the most robust
| constitution.

This strenuous life is

| and of economics.

NOTES AND CUMMENTS

Tue pEATH of Goldwiu Smith removes
a familiar figure from the world of letters
For fifty years his
has been a well-kuown name in Bogland
and America. He was at times a storm
centre round which raged conflieting
theories| and ideals on social questious,
but so far outlived his coutemporaries

| a3 to have in receut years passed into

| agine that the episcopal oflice is a de- |

| opposed to him.
of the |

as a rule, we are glad to say, made less |

discouraging by a love and obedience of
priests and people.
is always there and the sunshine always

has a shadow. Such is life. Than the

| two prelates mentioned none could he

more whole-hearted, more energetic and
more conscientious and persevering in
the performance of every, even the most
unimportant, duty. Not only in the
province but throughout the Dominion
prayers will be offered up that these

noble soldiers of God's Church in the
Episeopate will, in a time, he
again in the enjoyment of perfect health.

RETREAT FOR LADIES

short

As will be seen by a notice in another
column a retreat for ladies will be given
by a distinguished Jesuit, Rev. F. W,
Doyle, in the Sacred Heart convent, this
city, from the 4th to the 8th of July.
The Religious of this institution deserve
the gratitude of thie ladies of this part
of the Province for affording them an-
nually this precious period of spiritual
retreat. Not their labors
devoted to the training of young ladies

alone are
to take their places in the world's activi-
ties and in the world's highest spheres
of social life,
works of charity and by constant and

But the bhard work | *

| his teaching resolves Christiauity into |

This is supplemented by |

painstaking efforts to promote the spirit- |

ual well-beiug of all who eome within

their influence. In the quiet seclusion

of the convent there is the atmosphere |

of holiness and goodness and love of God

bring us into olose communion with
nature in its loveliest aspect. The

an atmosphere of comparative serenity.
For forty years he had been a resident
of Toronto, and his beautiful home, the
Grange, has during the greater part of

that time been the literary centre of the |

There he has dis-
pensed hospitality to some of the most

Provineial capital.

eminent men of the time, alwsys with |

that easy grace and quiet dignity char-
acteristic of men of real talent and
assured position.
and his wide acquaintance with literary
men may
our country many who would have other-
wise passed it by, and [11s share, tuere-
fore, in the increasing prestige which
Canada now enjoys in Europe is not in-
considerable. To him some
measure is due the remarkable develop-
ment of educational
centre, he having contributed more in
an intellectual way to this end than
almost any half dozen men that might be
named.

also in

Toronto as an

ArLamis and more may be granted |

freely but it by no means follows that
the extravagant eulogies heaped upon

him since his death, assigning to him a |

topmost place among the great literary

and intellectnal forces of the age, have |

That Goldwin
Smith was an accomplished writer no

any justification in fact.

one in his senses will think of deny-
ing, and that in controversy he
wielded a pen of singular vigor
aud incisiveness his opponents and the
reading world generally have reason
to know. But at he has
made any conside le contribution to

the sum ol knowledge, or to
solving
* the riddle

human

any appreciable degree aided in
pleased to cal

of existence "' may reasonably
tioned. The |

mainly of a trax

be ques-

that his writings are

tory charac er is in no

way responsible for this. Other men

bave writteu wilh a siugle eye Lo Lhe

ir and with no thought

needs of the

of posthumous fame, yet because of

those qualities inherent in their writ-
ings, which appeal to the universal con-
science of humanity,

their im-

1. Of
the great
Newman

mortality is
Smith's
name of

assur Goldwin

contemporaries

John Henry
at once suggests itself. Few men have
written under such stress as he, or so
immediately for the

hour.

exigencies of the
None in doing so hadless thought
of thejudgment of posterity. Yet even in
the most ephiemeral of his Oxford writ-
ings—the Traets for the Times, the Let-
ters of the Prophetical
Office of the Chureh—while containing
much that he himself, in the full light
of Catholic truth to which he subse-
quently attained, would gladly have for-

Cathinlicus,

gotten, abound in passages innumerable
that the world will not willingly let die.
Cardinsl Newman's sovereign excellence
as a literary artist, to which the whole
world has since paid tribute, will not
alone account for his extraordinary hold
upon men, even those doctrinally most
The secret lies rather
in his own deep spirituality and knowl-
edge of the human heart. These attrib-
utes it was, coupled with his supreme
mastery of the art of expression, that
caused him even in controversy to voice

the universal yearnings of humanity— |

the primitive ery for light and leading
¢ amid the encireling gloom,” common

to every age and nation. To such a

heritage Goldwin Smith can lay no elaim. |

THE ABSENCE OF these qualities and
the narrowness of his vision, as either
historian or philosopher, renders it, we
should say, extremely improbable that
Goldwin Smith's writings will be re-
membered even a generation after his
death.
treme statement, but it will hear seru-
tiny.

This to some may seem an ex-

The world does not usually take
to its bosom one who has for it no mes-
sage but that of a deep and profound
pessimism, a
Smith's
Schopenhauer.

pessimism, in CGoldwin
that of

Despite his enthusiasm

case, a3 marked as

for liberty, he had no message of hope
for mankind.

cording to his philos-
ophy, the race is doomed to grope per-
petually in impenetrable darkness, with
nothing certain,
whieh he can eling in his hope of im-
mortality. Divested of

nothing
extraneities,

but one of many philosophies, and the
great heritage of faith bequeathed to us
by the prophets and saints of a byegone
age has no sure foundation upon which
ultimately to rest,

Still less was Christ
the Son of God—God incarnate in the

flesh. The Trinity to him was a mean-

ingless formula, and his belief therefore |

as to the person of Christ frankly uni- |
and the surroundings are those which | tarian.

only an exalted human character, or, as
his Baptist spiritual adviser expressed

His celebrity abroad |

be said to have attracted to |

assured to |

He could see in the Redeemer |

| Baptists no less thau the Church of

| Bugland still profess beliel, corporately,
in Ohrist’s divinity and other .........uf.\
doctrines that tlow therefrom, the per.
formaunce of funeral rites, by a repre.
seutative of each, over the grave of u;

| avowed unbeliever, may he regarded a.
one of the sigos of the times,

WHILE, THEN, uvhappily, the writings
of Goldwin Smith eannot in these chang
| ing times be reckoned among the forces
tending to conserve what remains of the
Christian religion outside of the Cath.
lie Church, neither on that account can
Lie be said to have pointed the way for
| the toiler from those * False Hopes
about which he has written so eloquent-
ly. Just as maokind in his estimation
must coutinue to beat the air so far ay
life beyond the grave is concerned, so in
| this, * Liberty,” ** Progress,”

wR

irother-
hood " are but hollow eatchwords having
i their sheet-anchor in the restless iy
teliect aud capricious will of wau, Poor
| substitutes these for the eternal verities
| of dogmatic Christianity.

WE TURN rather to Goldwin Smith
the man of letters as distinet from the
| historian and the philosopher. His
“ United Kingdom : a Political History"
has been spoken of as his masterpicce,
| and his securest title to fame. If clo-
quence and precision of style, or master
ly marshalling of details, or brilliant
| historical pictures, can make it immor-
tal, its fame is secure, But if deficient
in discerning the true source of libert
and progress it will die with the polit
ieal philosophy that was the mainspring
of its author's True liberty
must rest on authority and authority
of God.

moved from the statute book, as in

career.
If the name of God then is re
France of the present hour, true liber

the

Euglish -

is at an end, and that is

the

dange

against which speak

nations must fortify themselves if the

value the pre-eminent position the

now accords them,

orr o opinion 1s that Gold
Smith's fame is more likely to rest 1
his purely literary works, whicl

cloud of tributes which his death

called forth. have received but

*ior Ohiof amone these w

clined to place his monograph on J
Austen, a charming delineation of tha

great writer's novels

and an accurat
summary of her short and uneventfu
life. It can scarcely be called a b

graphy, the facts known of Jane Aus
ten's life being meagre in the extreme
It is rather a study and elueidation of
the novels as they may be supposed t
illustrate the circumstances of the
er, and it is
in so delightful
those manifold graces and felicities of
expression of which Dr. Smith was the
acknowledged master as to
lasting place in KEoglish literature.
There is no other book on Jane Austen
worthy to be named with it, and as ar
introduction to the novels or a comment-

author's
withal

own ca

done

with

merit a

ary on them no reader who prizes grace
of style and purity of diction can afford
to pass it by.

After “ Jane Austen” we wou'd be
disposed to place *“ A Trip to England "
| and “ Oxford and her Colleges,” two
little books whose unpretentious titles
give no indication of the feast of good
things which they contain. The * Trip
| to England,” as its title implies, is
sort of hand-book of historical scenes
| and of English rural life, as viewed by
|8 gentleman of culture whose literary
fame and social position give him ac-
cess to theinnershrines, That it is well
done goes without saying. No man
knew English life better than Goldwir
| Smith, and none had a higher apprecia-
| tion of its literary glories. No man,
therefore, was in a better position to
impart something of his own enthusiasm
to the less favored reader, and he has
done it with singular charm and effect-
iveness,

The book, too, is unmarred by
those faults of narrowness and preju
dice

which form a not inconspicuous

feature of his more pretentious writ-

ings.

Wi
two others of Goldwin Smith's published
writings. His “Life of Cowper”

HAVE space here to mention but

while
not in our judgmeant on the same plane
with “Jane Austen” by reason of the
lack of sympathy between the author
and his sn'j

ot, is nevertheless one ol
the best biographies in the series for
which it was written, the “English Men
of Letters No student of Cowper but
will read it with deep appreciation.

Tie orHER book with which we are
especially familiar is “Irish History and
Irish Character,” one of the author's

earlier  writings. No one would
be inclined to look to Goldwin
| Smith  for a  judicial estimate
| of the history of Ireland. His

later writings on the same subject,
bristling as they do with an apparently
| deep-rooted antipathy to the natural
| and legitimate aspirations of the Irish
| people, and a jaundiced estimate of their

ladies who purpose taking part in this | it, * the final and perfect revelation of | character, are the material at hand by

retreat should, without delay, apply for | God.”

This phrase, of courese, may
mean anything or nothing, and since the

i which to judge him, But in the earlier
l work these unamiable qualities are not
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geems sometimes
agrarian crime wi
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the mark recent
to all.
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