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orime. That !ife was given by
God for His own wise purposes,
and He has not given to man

the right to take away that life which
comes from Him and not from man.
The only exception to the law * Thou
shalt kill,” is when society, which is
also of divine institution, deems it
necesiary to punish a criminal by
capital punishment in order to prevent
the repetition of such erime ; or wher
an ionocent individual is attacked by
an uvjust aggressor, and the attack
cannot be repelled other wise than by
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« THOU SHALT NOT KILL.”

A curious despateh comes from Phil
adelphia, under date January Hth, which
states that Dr. Charles Kliot Norton,
open

of Cambridge, has written an

letter to Miss Anne 8. Hall, of Cinein-
nati, approving of a plan op which Miss
Hall and Mis. Ballington Booth have
agroed, to advocate a new mode of
dealing with the hopelessly insane, the
incurably diseased, and the victims of
aceidents who are so badly injured that
it is agreed that they cannot recover.
Tustead of placing them under the care
of competent nurses whd will endeavor
to prolong bthe lives of such pationts
they are to be put to death painlessiy
by the most gentle means which can be

employed.

Dr. Norton was formerly Professor
of Literaturo at Harvard, and with the
poets Longlellow and Lowell made the
celebrated translation of the * Divine
We cannot
doubt, therefore, his ability as a liter-
ary man, but his letter proves that he

Comedy "’ into English.

is of small account as a morlist,

eode of morals is the natural product of
the tendency to paganism which is char
aracteristic of present day Rationalistic

Protestantism.
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It is the result of bring

private judgment of indiv-
we believe that Protestant
; yot reached a depth of
pmfl\‘mvl as to accept | by

included in these cases,

name of Mrs. Ballington Booth associ

name with works of philanthropy and
charity, and we regret to learn that
she has adopte
to

. e s st e

FREEMASONRY IN
We regret to notice by recent
treal papers that among the

Men

Paul de Chomedy de Maisonneuve, whe

time afterward as Governor of
French colooy of Canada.
Paul

de Maisonneuve was an

is still,

themselves over many parts
have a permanent domain on this vas

continent, there are not more Masoni

puted claim to the fact thatb it follow
in the footsteps of the Combeses an

even one such lodge is one too many.

the ancient religious

in France. We regret

el

the able Governor Sieur Paul de Mai

the only French lodge

His | he induced by such

abnegate the glorious traditions

war upon the religion of their

cestors.

the French population

We are greatly surprised to see the

We had always associated Mrs. Booth's

this new fad, which is
opposed alike to charity and religion.

MONTREAL.

lodges
which fizured at a general Masonie
colebration in that city a few days
after the great festival of Christmas
was one which is claimed to be the only

lodge in America which makes use of
the French language in its proceedings,
and that it was presided over by a
French Canadian master, who is, as we
presume by his name, & descendant or
at least a relative of the famous Sieur

landed in Quebec on August 20th, 1641,
from France, and was installed a short
the

un-
doubted Catholie, brave and pious, and
contributed greatly by his piety and
zeal toward making French Canada the
thoroughly Catholic country which it

Our regrets are modified by the fact
that among the four million of French
Canadian Catholics who have spread
of the
United States as well as Canada, and

lodges than one which can lay undis

Gambettas of their mcther country, but

)

t
c

8
d

ous to be refuted.

Dominion,

Now since so

fruits of the Athelstic regime in France
may be transplanted to this country.
Freemasonry has been for the past
century the principal motive power of
every anti Catholic movement inKEurope,
and the proofs of this are too numer-
On this aceount, it
has been strongly and jastly condemned
by many successive Popes.
vherefore, that all Catholies in the
whatever may
nationality, will hold themuselves aloof
from that dangerous orgauization,
Loyalty to God is our first duty as
God's creatures, and the duty of loyalty
to the church of God which is doing
Christ's work on earth is a necessary
consequence of this.
many Popes have eondemnod Free
masonry, if there were no other reason
than this the avoidance of that organ-
ization by Catholies of every nationality,

We hope,

pe their

officials, acting under orders from Dub-
lin Casle, assume this role. And while
the London papers have little to say in
regard to mob violence in England, it
would form the chief feature of their
papers had these outbursts of passion
taken place in the sister isle.
emsm———
A RELIGIOUS DESPOTISM.

Mrs. Mary Baker G. Eddy, the
foundress of the Christian Selentist or
Kddyite church, claims that she has a
willion followers who have adopted her
belief, and who attend nize hundred
churches of that sect throughout the
world. It appcars that about Christ:
was from year to year that lady has
been the recipient of hundreds of tele-
grams, gifts and letters of thanks ac-
companied by presents, some of which
have been of considerable value.
Nevertheless the number of such mes

loyalty to the head of the church should
be a sufl. zient reason to keep them out of
an asgociation whieh has brought upon
itself the econdemnation of the chuareh,
It has been said that American Free-
masonry is not tainted with the Atheism
of the Buropean organization, but it is

sages has given her annoyance, as she
is already very wealthy; so she this
year determined to put an end to the
practice, and lssued a church law
which was read in all her churches
throughout the word on Sunday, Dec.

it, I have no hesitation in saylog it ls
mcst desirable. Taking it on the
lowest ground, it will eflect a financial
saving in the mission fields and in the
smaller towns and villages. On tie
higher ground, it will remove much
jealousy and friction that is not de-
sirable nor in accord with the prayer
of our Lord that they might be made
one. Kurther, the impression of the
chureh on the world as an aggressive
organization will be improved, as the
less division there is the better.
Moreover, by the union more men will
ne released for work, and the church
will be in a better position to carry oub
the end of Christ, to evangelize tre
world, As toa divided church being
more active, there is much of its lite
that is not desirable nor healthy.
Those who argue that it would return
to the deadness of the nniform church
of the Middle Ages forget that the
whole spirit of the twentieth century
is one of aggressiveness and goahead-
ativeness in contrast to the deadness of
life gsnerally in that period.

“As to the doctrine, if the United
church is broad enough to embrace all
the vital truths of Christianity, what is
going to suffer ? It is only the foreing
of truths of secondary importance into
the position of truths of primary import-
ance uhat is going to suffer, That
would be a decided gain, ete.’

We have said already in ou+ columns

in the Presbyterian dootrine as laid
down in the Confession of Faith. He
announces that he is a thorough going
Calvinist, and will teach, as long as he
lives, the Calvinistic doctrines of pre.
destination, election and reprobation,
as he has always taught them since he
was ordained to the ministry. There
are for him, as we would infer from
what he has said on this subject, no
gecondary truths which are for the
present to be kept in the dark back-
ground, to be hereafter consigned to
oblivion.

But we are told that the laymen are
even more anxiovs for union than the
clergy.

Mr. J. J. Green of the W. E, Sand.
tord Compahy, a member of the Centen-
ary Methodist church of Hamilton, said
to his interviewer :

¢ Having been divided, they (the
dencminations) ought to come to
gether. I go to Dr. Lyle's church,
and 1 hear a sermon’ that, if I did not
know, I would say was Methodist. |
presume it is the same with a Presby.
terian cowing to hear Dr. Rose. The
same applies to the Congregational
minister here. I would n)t know any

governed
are inherently Atheistic, and it ghould,
therefore, be avoided by all Catholies
as essentially evil, the more especially
as the coudemnation by the Popes re-
ferred to above extends to the society

certainly afliliated therewith, and is
by the same principles, which

31, forbidding her followers peremptor-
ily from serdirg her any messages of
greeting or Chistmas gifts. Not only
does ghe forbld such greetings to be
sent to herself, but she declares in an
accompanying message that all such
exchange of presents on Christmas day
or other festivals mentioned is to be

as & whole. No one who clings to it
can be a Catholie, either in Europe or
America.

o ————————————
]

MARQUIS V4 LENTINE PATRICK
McSWEENEY. 2

It will be a matter of interest to our
readers to learn that there is in Rome a | U
Marquis, who, thouzh not born in Tre-
)and, is the son of an [rishman, and who I
oe-upies a high position in the Romau
Court owing to his vory great koowl:
edge of langnages. This gentleman is
the Marquis Valentine Patrick Me-
Sweeney, the son of Valentine Patrick
MecSweeney of Macroom in Cork county,
where the family residence still exists
though in a somewhat ruined condition,
The Marquis was born in Paris in
1871, his mother being a Polish lady,
Emma Countess Konarska, and as the
Poles are notad for linguistic ability, it
is said that the Marquis’s great skill
in languages is due chiefly to his Polish
descent. He speaks eight modarn
languag s with great ease and aceuracy.
He is especially skilful in Eaglish,
French and Italian, which languages he

Freemasonry, and especially French
Freemasonry, has a diabolical hatred of
traditions of
France, which date back even to the
A postolic age, and it is chiefly to Free-
masonry that it is due that at the pre
sent moment a merciless war is being
waged against the Clristian religion
that there
should be a distinetively French lodge
of that order in Canada at all, and
especially that the respected name of

onneuve should have descended to one
who at the present day is Master of
in America.
We are glad, however, to record the
fact that F'rench Canadians are not to
an example to
of
their race by following the footsteps
of the French Freemasons ia declaring
an

There is no doubt that the final ces-
gion of Canada to Great Britain by the
I'reaty of Paris in 1763 was regretted
of that

speaks with the fluency of a native of
the countries to which they belong re-
spectively.

Ths Marquis was appointed Honorary
Chamberlain to the Pope in 1893 and
Private Chamberlain in 1895, and in
1806 received the title of Marquis.
ilis diplomatic services to the Holy
Father are very great owing to his
proficiency in these languages, as well
as those of the Balkan States, and in
the diplomatic negotiations of the
Pope with tuese States he has rendered
great service, espocially with Montene-
gro, during recent years. He is much
interested in the movement which was
so dear to the heart of Pope Leo XIII.,
the return of the Oriental church to
the Catholic faith, and his negotiations
in a great measure had reference to
this question.

The Marquis is partly editor_of the
Cosmos Catholicus, with which he is toa
great degree identified, and which is
issued periodically in Rome and]treats
of Catholic matters in general in the
three linguages, I'rench, Hnglish and
Italian, in which the Marquis is especi-

ally skiful. His residence is in the

deemed a bieach of the law of the
Christian Scieatist church.

down as article xi. of the laws of the
chureh to be observed in future, under

ciple uf Being to personality, sending
oifts, congratulatory despatches, or

Mrs. Kddy herself) on Thacksgiving,
Christmas, New Year, or Haster, break
a rale of this church, and are amen-
able therefor.”

holidays besides Christmas Day are
mentioned in

of the frequency of such gifts on Chris -
mas day.

law has been made, as 80 mauy years
have passed without any condemnation
of the world-wide practice, and her act
has been already spoken of by many as
an exercise of absolute suthority which

The following rule has been laid

he title * Duty to God :"
¢ Members of this church who turn
heir attenticn from the Divine prin-

atters to the Pastor Emeritus (who is

It will be noticed that three other

the message, but the

order was issued especially on account

It has created much surprise among
Mrs. Bddy's owa followers that such a

if enforced will show Christian Scient
ism to be a more despotic church than
any which has hitherto existed among
professing Christians.
The practice is certainly most harm-
less from a moral point of view, and is
indeed a means of strengthening-friend-
ships; and even many of Mrs. Eddy's most
staunch followers express themselves as
displeased that such an attempt should
be mada to make a sin of so harmless
and laudable a custom.

It may be remarkel that although
Mrs. Eddy's so-called church has made
great progress during the life of its
founder it is still far behind the
churches which are really Christian,
both in the rumber of its followers and
of its adherents. The Christian Seient~
ist churches of the world are announced
to number ounly nine hundred, with
about one million adherents, whereas
the Catholic church has about thirteen
million of adherents and at least four-
teen thousand churches in t'e United
States alone. There does not appear
to be any very bright prospect that
Christian Scientism is going to bscome
the great church of Amsrica, and its
fads will not tend to make its prospect
of becoming so any brighter.

The despotism of Mrs. Eddy is all
the more glaring as
Scientist religion is admittedly a mere
human invention.

THE PROPOSED CHURCH UNIOI\;'.

So vigorously are the advocates of
union of the three churches in Can-
ada, Presbylerian, Methodist, and Con-
gregational, pushing their views forward
that we have little doubt the proposed
union will take place in the course of
time, and we believe the time required
will not be very long.
perhaps ten,

A few years—
and perhaps less—will be
needed to aceomplish the fact. At all
events, hundreds of thousands of Cana-

tho doctor’s heathenish moral code, | period, aud for this natural feeling | pajace of the Falconieri on the Julian
whatever happen in the distant | they deserve honor and not blame ; but | Road, where he frequently entertains
o - .| they and their descendants loyally ac: | eminent visitors to Rome, and where he
Dr. Norton says that the principle | cepted British rule, and since then | makes particularly welcome the hier-
on lf\"'&‘ h the slﬂ\.\.“"vi‘ .“‘1"”“; b of | they have soveral times sealed their | apohy of Ireland, and other Irish visit-
;‘: ‘ 188 "\ . "" ¥ “ "‘“ \' .‘ ;“ loyalty "v““““-"“ '-“"j‘j'- T_:’"‘ French- | org who are connected with the move
: ; sl A, wnadians of to-day are quite as loyal | mert for Irish Home Rule, in which
but he is of o) n that the ¢ ."‘! to the British throne as are those 0| he takes deep interest.
d g e beer far. | Rritish ori it is not desirable el
In sucl 18 v ¢ ) ll.n laudabl after every little in- T AR LR a1,
t 1 fe of a !‘, terval of time noisy gatherings of over 4 C‘\):\_["F‘Lsr‘
I nno cover 1 use | zealous Britons should fling at their A very remarkable feature of the
o i ) pat d | fo llow citizens of French origin the re- | electoral contest now going on in Great
uld put proach that wud the | Britain is the violent action of dis-
nuat truly | orderly mobs in various parts of Hoge
¢ ‘ A ive land. To such an extent has this been
i C h ereral | carried that it is difficalt for speakeis
wn xl A Y ¢ it was a | to be heard at the public meetings ;
| b len ich brought about i and, in order that s semblance of
A6, n Canada from France 1 in many places
| istic prineciples of th ‘ t n e expadient
1 ol 192 were trax | vd m It has
! Canada ’ ) 1 only slight
« ’ | loried ir 1 eurred i, for th nglish |
: ; ( wdition I mother | pres th rders as a
é 1 : ¢ 4 1 ] naned * 1)“-‘1 ason y the Iri p not
to the ar or of huarch, | advanced t 2t state which would
v I by no mea \ par | entitle t 1 the ry of
) \ It is & modern in l 1 mselves in a local Parlia-
be “ Tie | 2O h s brough re Ilzw nt. Truly the spectacle p bed
Stk o oonseguent 1 i | P 1 ral air na ind we | to our view -day is a remarkable ono—
mu X | should b grieved to belicve that \ the people of the Hnglish constituencies
In an r il this we have to :-2\_\': it has gained any headway among the in a fover of excitement, of turmoil, of
that the law of God, which tells us | French ( anadian people. disorder ; whilst every constitueney in
“ thou shalt not kill,’" must prevail Wo still retain the hope that the | Ireland seems like a Puaritan Sabbath.
over all human fads and fancies. This ' modorn Atheists will not retain the | Furthermore, in the Eoglish constitu-
law is deeply fixed in man's nature, and predominance in France which recent encies the voters are those who are op-
no man can be justified in taking upon ovents there seem to indicate ; but at | posed to freedom of speech. In the

himself to deprive of life God's rational

all events we hope that none of the

Irish constituencies the Government

complizhed fact.

A representative of the
Globe has been making enquiries in re

gard to their view

the three churches concerned in

negotiations

and laymen

ought to succeed and must succeed,

I'no

thusiastic advocate of union, said :

the Christian.

dians who belong to the three bodies
named are looking forward earnestly to
the day when the union will be an ac-

Toronto

among members of
the
for unity, and is astonished
at the unanimity with which ministers
ikke declare that the union

Rev, Dr. Lyle, of a Ilamilton
Presbyterian church, who is a very en-

* We ought to have church union,

and we are going to have it. It may aflirmation of faith in connection with
t;\ke mght‘ovl‘] ten years from now to | the Christian worship service.”
> accomplish it, It is desirable An Ingersoll Presbyteri

L an cle
t‘p“om every standpoint, so far as I see. | ;he Rey. Mr. Hubt, 1ys t : rgym'an,
There may be exceptions, There is L G ST

no one thing without some drawbacks,

that here is precisely a point cn which
the proposition of union is likely to
end in the shipwreck of faith in God's
revelation : ** The forcing of truths of
secondary importance into the position
of truths of primary importance is
going to suffer by the proposal.”’ What
does this mean ? It can mean nothing
else than that some of the truths ac
tually revealed by God are to be ad-
judged by men to be of gocondary im-
portance, and are to be put into the
background in the negotiations for
unizy. We have pointed out that the
proposition for unity, if brought to a
guecessful issue, must be cffected pre
cisely in this manner. Buat
authority can man sit in judgment on
the amount of importance or promi
nence which onght to be given to God’s
truth, so as to decide what is of prim-
ary, and what of secondary importance?
Oor Lord and Saviour, in sending
forth His Apostles to preach His Gos-
pel to every creature made no such
distinetion as this, They were com-
manded to teach the nations **all
things whatsoever I have commanded
you,'’ and it was only on the condition
of their complying with this order that
they were told : ** And behold, I am
with you all days, even to the consum-
mation of the world.” (St.  Matt.
xxviii., 20.) Christ is rot with them i
they teach not His whole doctrine.
But now we are assured by this
repr sentative of Presbyterianism that
there is a distin stion between the vari-
ous truths of religion as taught by
God. Some are of *‘secondary import-
ance,” and it will be a ** decided
grin '’ to ** put these into the back
ground."

on what

’

In fact, in the agreement which was
made recentiy in Toronto, it has been
practically agreed that certain doc-
trines shall be hidden in the darkest
corner available, Nothing is to appear
of them in the new creed which it is
proposed to adopt. This is indeed
what has been already proposed to be
done at numerous other meetings which
have been held with the same object in
view, to effect & union of creeds ; and
the tendency is in every case not
merely to put into the background the
¢ gocondary truths '’ as jproposed by
Dr. Lyle, but also ‘* those which are
now held to beof primary importance,’’
80 that though these are now admitted
in a perfunctory way to be of primary
importance, they will soon be relegated
to the limbo of exploded beliefs.
This sentiment was, indeed, given full
expression to by the Rev.J. K. Uns:
worth of the First Congregational
church of Hamilton. This gentleman
was President of the Congregational
Union in 1905, and we doubt not that
he expressed the views prevalent in
his own deuomination. He said:
* Give us plenty of elbow room, and
the union will snit the Congregational-
ists.”” e is enthusiastic for the
Union, but only on these terms. LIle
was in favor of it from the time when
the matter was fiest mooted : but he
laid it down as an essential that the
fallest liberty possible be conceded in
rezard to creed to those eatering tho
union. He said : y
) *“ Oar object in supportinz the union
is that the essential unity of the Chris
tian church should be expressed in

organization, and made efficient by co
operation,

Being asked : ¢ Do you think the
doctrine laid down will meet with gen-
eral acceptance among your p.wplef'

His * Ws would de-
gire to have soms liverty in regard to
the terms af subseription, as

answor was @

we have al-
ways had toward the creeds. We wouid
aczept it in general, 1 believe, without
being held to every detail of it. T wou!i
have preferred mysolf, a briefer, more
wodern statement embodying the
essentials, which could be used as an

but taking the broad and fair view of

tio in the cause of union on such terms.

difference, so far as doetrine is con-
cerned. The saving by union will b
enormous, Leave the question to the
laity, and I think it wili be settled
short order. Among the laymen, |
think, there is an overwhelming major-
ity in favor of uaion, There are d
culties with this as with every amalg:-
mation ; but I do not think they
insuperable."’

Mr. W. A. Robinson, of the D. Moore
Company, said he was entirely in favor
He appears to have sof
the juestion of
doctrine, as his statement of the dili
culties which lie in the way is counfined
to the itinerancy polity prevailing
the distributicn of the Methodists min
isters—a matter of mere
which does not rest upon any divine

Are

of the union.

little aceount upon

convenien

isjunction.

Alderman J. M, Eastwood, of one of
the Presbyterian churches of Hamiltor
said :

’

“ The essential question is agree-
ment upon a creed to whichall can gi
hearty assent without reserve. The
doctrines should not be accepted morely
as a matter of compromise, but
should be such as would rally the
telligent Christian publie, and all w
geek better things. Compromises
religion are fatal to zeal ard honesty
Better honest and friendly work
separate and almost parallel lines than
any union that must be kept free from
dissension by make - believe or by
shunning discussion of matters that its
formularies hold to be most important.”

It will be seen that the general talk
awong both the laity and clergy is
favorable to unity, and that it is under-
stood that there must be a sacrifice of
doctrine to some extent in order to at-
taia it. The roost naive proposition in
the whole case is perhaps that of Mr.
Green, that the settlement of the mat-
ter should be left in the hands of the
laity, who would soon bring about an
arrangement,

As Christ sent His Apostles to teach
His doctrine, and commanded that they
should be received and heard with the
greatest respect and reverence, Mr,
Green's proposition would rather re-
verse the order of primitive Christian-
ity, as it would lead to the clergy
teaching not what Christ commanded,
but what the people wish to hear. In-
deed this is the view of the case which
seems to be the prevalent idea among
the laity throughout, as they express
themselvos generally to the effect thaj
the doctrine to ba taught sheculd be
such as is acceptable to them.

We must say we have bat little faith
in the good results of a union which
will be brought about on such lines.
Nearly all who have spoken on this
subject seem to be satisfled that the
church of Christ should be one, and
that this was intended by its Divine
Founder. Why, then, should they not
seek unity by returning to the one
fold which has duly appointed pastors
who will teach the doctrine which was
in the first plase given to the saints by
Christ IHimself to be taught to all
nations, and not left to the nations
that they might boteh up a doctriro
which they will azres to hold in com-
mon for the sake of saving tho expense
of having different churches, overlap-
ping each other in territory and giving
out contrary iastructions as to what
they should believe and practice in
order to be saved ?

It is still to be remarked that if this
union be brought about fully, there
will still be left 140 out of the 142 or
mora sects which exist in Canada ac-
cording to the !

on

vt Dominion census.
The principle of private judgment in
religion will continue to be what it has
always beon--the source of dissensions
and errors in the most important mat-
| ter of religion.

T'he aspiration for unity in the Chris-
tian church is undonbtedly most laud-
able, for it was Christ's intention in
establishing the church that it should
be one. In fact He established but one
church which Ie called ‘* My church,’
“One fold,"” ** My floc%,” ete.; and in
the Acts of the Apostles we are told
that *‘ the Lord added to the church
daily sach as should besaved.' (ii. 47.)

He declares that he is a firm bellever

This fact alone shows that, in the
past, Protestantism departed in an
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