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MARCH 1, 1902.

——

PASTORAL LETTER

Of the Most Rev Uornelius O'Brien, D,
D., Archbishop of Hallfax,

——

Cornelius, by the Grace of God and |
favor of the Apostoiic See, Arch-
bishop of Halifax:

To the Clergy, Religious Orders, and
Laity of the Diocese, Health and

Benediction in the Lord.

Dearly Beloved—The solemn warn
ing of ‘the Apostle —** Be sober and
wateh @ beeause your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, goeth about

seoking whom he may devour,” (Pet. v.
, does not appeal as powerfully to the
hearts and consciences of all professing
Christians as it should.  Many think
they can disregard the adjuration to he
w-l;(-l', and to be watchtul over their in-
Jinations and their senses, and still be
safe.  Others—alas ! an  iner
yumber—deny the necessity aud reason-
tbleness of the words of the Apostle,
wserting that there is no devil to de
vour us, and no hell in which the 'S
wd shall suffer for the erimes committed
in this life. To make men believe this
s the greatest triumph of Satan since
iis vietory in Eden.  For it not only
osters a recklessness of moral evil, and
destroys a most salutary restraining in-
'lu:-umI'. as well as a powerful motive to
epentance, but it, also, kills, so to
peak, the intellect, by deadening its
easoning faculties, and thus unfitting
t for the supernatural
yath. The seed takes root
shes only in good soil 5 o
reasons aright is the good
Jone the seed of Faith will
ruit unto eternal life, The
nee which is so darkened by

asing

reception of
id flour
that

mind

soil inow

produce

intelli

sophis

ries, or corrupted by a love of pleas
ires, as to see no contradiction in as
gning the same lot to the nobly tu

ws, and the degraded slave of vice, is
1ot merely thorny, or rocky, it hope
sly barren soil. This explains why
e evidences of Revelation » lumin
s in thems w, make n npre )
many. They do reason
With all the pretention t "
wledy with all tl
Quarterl i
1 S | the Press and o
i ) lov I'e hawd
sible fact 1s, t do not rea
pa 1 Satan ga L m
thr the pa 15 of men u
he | to d e their intel
(fonsid the « of dis
in | personalit wnd in
ht P y
ed
Vha f Natur 1 1
Il ag il among all N
h 1 nt { )
iankind ho con (
n malign ‘ ( | .
1 rd of God i Shal
! |
lov wds 1 lec
S irdity { irit witl
! wnd d pitch
! ) wna ( 1 \ 1
o the have ro [ &} X
i 1al t the
1 lie ( that
vil T 1 1 1 tnal
ng o | 1" | (] ( tna
i« m o 1 ©8
le is a hen 1 1
ih i itti
\ ) in Vo T
o
o
v I
| { a v i
y | \ |
ear X (
i |
a! 1
ol 1
( 1 Heb
(re X R n
)
1 i Parer I
111 i
il | |
\ |
) i
P N
o | |
t B f Job we are
( 1 el weter as (
ciou npter of the v ( In
hird chapter of Zachary S0
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to prevent, il po
And the Book of

sible,

Jls us that ** God ereated man incor-
ruptible, and to the image of His own
eness He made him. Bat by the
y of the devil death came into the
eld.”"—(1I, 23, 24.) To this sacred
veiter the Fall in Kden of our First

Parents, with death as one of its con-
was no myth, or poetic
a sad historie fact. The

of the devil as a being en-

dowed with Intelligence and will, his
enmity to mankind, and his power to
mjure, ean be proved from various pass-
1zes of the Old Testament.

In the fuller Revelation of the
el Dispensation we find the devil

ipying a place second only to that of
¢ Redeemer, in the great drama of

cquences,
zend, but
oxistence

Gos-

oc-

Fall, and the Restoration, of the

nan race. It was ** to destroy the
works of the devil "', that the Son of
God appeared.”—(1 John 1II, 8). Our

| the full use of reason.

was between Himself, Who came l'mm( The Catholic Church understands by

the Father of truth and light, and the
devil who was *“a murderer from the

beginning, and he abode not in  the
truth; because truth is not in him.

(Ver.44.) This spirit of evil whom our
Lord saw ** falling like lightning from
Heaven' (Luke x, 18) ere the
tion of man, is identified by St. John as
the ' great dragon, the old
who is ealled the devil and Satan, who
feduceth  the whole world,”’—(Apoc.
xiii, M. And in his Gospel this same
Apostle tells us that the devil put it
into the heart. of Judas to betray his
and  Master. (xiii, 2.) With
the death of the Lord on the Cross the
devil thought his vietory complete ;
but it was that very event which hroke
his tremendous power over mankind,
and opened the way for the Restora-
tion.,  The devil may, indecd, still win
minor vietories over individuals,® and
communities, and perhaps kir

serpent,

oms ;

but ney again  can he enslave
the  human race. Yot, is he
still intent on  doing evil, nor will
he ev cease his exertions to draw
souls from God, and frastrate, in as

much as he e¢an, the work of God's

Church. He is going around secking
to deceive the intelligence to inflame
the passions, to misdireet the wil.
That he is an actual personal being,

capable of doing all this, the
of Holy Seripture, and, in
manner, our Lord's words, leave no pos-
sibility of doubt. That he i this
in our own day we have abundant proof.
If v
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iren of ol children of the
devil indeed, may be for
yvears in the army of Satan, and
ly, through God's mercy, may re

pent and pass over to the side of
virtue ; whilst some may serve God for
v time, and fall away ere night. But

all will die either in theservice of God,
or in that of the devil. We refer, of
course, only to those who have attained

But not only is
all men once to

it ** appointed unto

die,"”” but, also, ** after this the judg-
ment.””  (Heb ix, 27.) Death, there-
fore, does not end all ; a future life re-

mains for the followersas well as for the
leaders, and consequently for them a
Heaven, ora hell.  Cananyoneserious-

| 1y believe that the eternal lot of these

ord Himself gives testimony to the |

fact that the devil endeavours to frus-
trate His work. Explaining the par-
tble of the man who sowed good seed,
over which his enemy sowed cockle, He
said—‘* He that soweth good seed, is
the Son of man, and the field is the
world, and the good seed are the chil-

dren of the kingdom, and the cockle |

ire the children of the wicked one.
And the enemy that sowed them is the

devil.”  (Luke x, 37, 38, 89.) In the

cighth chapter of St. John, He sets be- [

fore us with startling distinctness the |

malicious opposition of Satan, to his
doctrine, which would make men free,
and clearly indicates that the battle

classes will be, or should be, the

All had free will ; all had the

two
same ?

power to pr all had the light of
reason.  Whilst we do not know the

depths of the wisdom and the power of
God, and whilst we mot explain His
counsels, nor understand their secrots,
vet this mueh we know—Heis infinitely
cook, merciful and just ; He ereated all
for Heaven, and wills all men to be
saved, and gives to all sufficient grace,
vet, many, through a misuse of their
free will, will be lost forever. In life
they made their choice ; they lived
according to the flesh, not according to
the spirit of Christ ; thvy refused to
bow to His sweet yoke, or to listen to
the teachings of His Church. Before
the judgment seat they are not so much
condemned by the judge, as by their
own choicein life. If this were befter
understood men would have fewer
difficulties fin recognizing that the
future lot of the wicked must be hell,
as that of the just is Heaven,

hell a place where those who die in the
service of the devil are eternally
punished with with him, Apart from
its unending duration, and everlasting
banishment from God, we do not assume
to define the nature and of
that punishment. In our present
the human mind ¢an form no adequate
conception of the joys of Heaven, for
5 hath not
neither hath it

intensi

eve heard,

the heart

seen,

entered

nor
into

of man, what things God hath pre redd
for them that love Him."" (4 Cor. ii,
0), nor of the rings of hell. Nor

can the langnage of earth describe the
one, or the other. We know, however,
that the just in Heaven will be supreme-
ly happy, the impious in hell
miserable.

The Holy Seriptures takes aw:
doubt as

utterly

ay all
to the sufferings of the lost.
As might be expected, the misuse they
made of their intelligence, the
at the humble and virtuous, their pride
of life and idle pleasures, now scen in
their vileness, now turned into instru
ments of torture, will be fruitful sub-
jects of useless regret. Seeing the
salvation of whom they despised,

r sceofls

those

ind “‘afllicted,”” and whose “‘labours’’
they took away, the hall say, repent-
ing and groaning for anguish of spirit :
“These are they, whom we had some
time in derision, and for a parable of

reproach,
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A br n, have me on me, and send

Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of his
nnger in water, to cool my tongue, for
I am tormented in this flame."

* And Abraham said to him, ‘Son,
remember that thon didst receive good
things in thy life time, and likewis
Lazarus evil things ; but now he is com-
forted, and thou art tormented.’

“*And, besides all this, between usand
vou there is fixed a great chaos : so that
they who would pass from hence to you,
cannot, nor from thence come hither.'"
(Luke xvi. 26.) Words of ours
can add nothing to this vivid narrative.
When the Son of God speaks, we should
listen, and endeavor to realize the full
import of the eraving of the rich man to
have a eooling finger applied to his

tongue. ** Figarative languagze,” the
devil will suggest to his vietims; “‘“fig-
urative language,” they will repeat,
and smile as in superior wisdom. Yes,

the language is “ Figurative,” but the
reality is always greater than the
figure ; the suffering more intense than

its deseription. And it is never end-
ing,—for ‘“there is a fixed a great

chaos "’ which no one can eross. It is
Jesus, the lover of souls, Jesus Who suf-
fered and died for our sake, Jesus,
‘“the way, and the truth and the life."
(John xiv. 6) Who asserts this.

Not only does our Saviour proclaim
the existence of hell, He likewise, de-
finitely teaches that some shall be con-
demned thereto. Few truths are more
frequently referred to in HolySeriptures
than that the Lord shall one day judge
all, and shall award to each one punish-
ment, or happiness, according to the
requirements of justice, That day is

(Matt, xxiii, 27),
who have
the law,
of justice,"
their

THE VCATHOLIC RECORD,

variously called the ** day of judgment,"”

the ‘““day of wrath,” (Apoe. vi, 17),
the “* day of the Lord,"” or the * great
day.”  (Jude i, 6). But we need only
read the twenty-fifth chapter of St.
Matthew, in ovder to realize why it
holds such a prominent place in Holy
Writ, and why the best and noblest of

mankind have everspokon of it with aw

ind reflected upon it with salutary fear,

Hypoerisy and  fraud have the

triumphs in life; like *“ whited sepul
chres which outwardly appear to men
wantifal, but within are full of dead
men's bones, and of all filthiness,"

stuceessiul scoundrels
md defranded within
strength was the law
who ** let no meadow escape
(Wisd. ii,

d receive the

rohbed

whose

riot 8), are admired,

homage of a deceived,

It may be ol a corrupt society, Soee
ing this temporary triumph of the sin
ner, many begin to doubt God's provi
lenee ;. the enemy sug that ** we
wre born of nothing ; and after this we
shall be, as if we had not been ; for the
| ith of our nostrils is smoke ; and
speech a spark to move our heart, which
b put out our body shall be ashes ;

ind our spirit shall be poured abroad
oft air ; and our life shall pass away
o trace of cloud, and shall be
dispersed as a m (Wis. i1, 2, 3.)
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hehold Men shutting their e 0
we evidences of unchangeable trua
md eagerly pe ng an account of some
yhysiecal phenomena by  whieh it is
sought to prove the non-existence of a
Creator, or of a human soul. They will
never read a book whose author reasons
logically from well - established prin-

which the doetrines
explained and dem-
Yet, they pretend to be
learn the truth. Is their
scarch, then, an honest Is their
rejection of long-held beliefs a rational,
Surely not.  The
wish to not believe, and the ever-vig
ant tempter leads them gradually on to
spiritual blindness and indifference.,
Denial of a personal devil is, usually,
the first step ; then disbelief in eternal
punishment. They may admit that the
great and good willjlive forever, but they
will proelaim the extinetion, at death,
of the sinner. Now, Our Lord, in 1llis
deseription of the judgment day, meets
and refutes this most

nor one in
of our Religion are
onstrated.
wxious to

ciples,

one ?

or a reasoned one ?

llogical and mis-

chievous error, for e says: ** And
these (the wicked) shall go into ever-
lasting punishment ; but the just linto

life everlasting. The suffering of the
former is as enduring as the happiness
of the latter (46). But that punish-
ment was not made for them, nor they
for it. The Kingdom of Heaven was

* prepared from the foundation of the |

world '’ for man ; hell *
for the devil and his angels,”” and only
by reason of culpable disobedience and
misuse of grace and opportunities, will
any man be condemned thereto. That
some will be in this category the words
of Christ leave no room for doubt ; how
many, or who they will be, no one, ex-
cept in general terms, dareassert, Lot

was prepared |

of eternal

be condemned to

estly exhort the
tl

mony with the penitential se

overy
firs
Pastor shall ofliciate therein,

Between o

has done great

us all, however, be on our guard inst
the pernicious error of dishelief in the
existence of a spirit of evil that ean,
wnd does tempt us to sin, and of a place

punishment for the w o

after death., ** Let us,”” in the

of a great and holy riter, de
frequently to hell whilst living (that is
by reflecting on it) so that w 1y not

vhen dead.,
he with youall, dear

Grace

wid pe

Brethren,

By virtue of faculties received f{rom
the Holy See, we rant th d
pensations in the Lenten ) \h
stinence last  year, l¢
therefore, will be the same, rn

Faithful to
sindulgence of the Apostolie Sce by

nmpensate

ms and good works, and by an avoid
wnee, during Lent, of amusements and
entertainments whieh are out of har

SO,
This Pastoral Letter

Church of the
Sunday after its reception that the

hall

Diocese, on th

be read in

C. O'Briex,
Archhishop of

Halifax
J. B, Moriarry, Pro. See.
Halifax, Feb. 11, 1902
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A FRIENDLY TALK

Protestant and a Catholle
onthe Subjeact of Relligion

Protestant : (loquitur) Your Chureh

work in the world and
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it had been in use from the b ni
ind in so doing thev wei out ol t]
Church themsel . No Catholic
Chureh is fixed in her pr ples and
her beliefs, and if people refuse to be
riided by these principles and accept

these beliefs they simply exelude them
from the Catholic communion.
A man cannot be in the Church and out
of it at the same time.

Protestant :  But do we not all wor-
ship the same Master Who is Christ ?

selves

Catholic: We say we do: and pos
sibly we think we do: but we do not
worship Him all the same. How can

we worship Christ il we do not hear and
Christ's Chureh ? It was to the
Churceh Chris ““ He that heareth
you heareth Me: and he that despiseth
vou despiseth Me,"

obey

Protestant:  But amongst all the
Churches that claim to teach in the
name of Christ, how am [ to decide
which is the real and which is the
counterfei

Catholic:  You ean decide that very
easily if you want to decide it, but the
trouble with most people is that they
are not sufliciently interested to care
which is the true and which is the |
false?

Protestant : Well T should like to be
clear in the matter, and if you can show
me that the Catholic Churehl is the one
and only Church of Christ, T will feel
myself bound to study up the subject
more closely.

Catholic: Well, I shall try to give
you an argument that will prove the
Catholie Church to be the one and only
Church of Christ.

Protestant : I shall be glad to hear
it, as I have been hearing the contrary

| those who

5

come Lo suspect
the Cath-

S,
so long that I
there must be

olie elaims

have
something in
ter all.
Catholie :Of course there is
in ou

something
claims ; everything in

Ims

there i

Protestant :  Your argument, please.,

(‘atholie Do you admit that the
Church of Christ must be ** One, Holy,
Catl md A postolic ’

Protestant So far I agree with you.

Clath Well, then, the Catholic
tone has all these marks, In the first
place  she fOne " teaching the
same truths and  holdin the samo
doctrines, administering the same
sacraments and  offering the same
Sacrilice in every age and in every
country. S s One, too, in having as
the ‘' centre of unity the Roman
Pontiff who has under him Bishops,
Priests and People. She is  also
'Holy,”" both in the means of Zrace
vhich she possesses and in the number

her children have been eminent
for holiness 126 Take her
ne of grace—her b ful devo-
ti , her rosaries and her benedictions,
her  wonderiul  ritual i@ her

grand

remonial, Who  will  deny
Ul these are » many  elevating
wgencies " the human soul ?
Then taking her Sacramental System

stance, the Clonfessional which
prejudice say what it will is a
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uld sink to a pagan ley ; and
wtholie  sacrament  of Matri
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n That is all
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very well
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Hnking.
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ARCHBISHOP ON GAMBLING.
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A CARDINAL'S CHOICE
| | 1 | o Yo
( lit in the
Cardinal 1. 1 t a re
n " 1 \rmagh,  Ireland,
ni o y one, the socioty
i | uld pre to retain would be
Total Abstinence Associntion, My

n for makir would be
cause on the on most, if not
I, the evils of society are traceable to
X n intoxicating drink, and, on
the other hand, all the comfort of life
ind all that is good is associated with
temperance.  This is especially true for
Catholies.  In  the Catholic Church
total abstinence rises to the level of a

supernatural virtue, which when prac-
ticad from a right motive,
here and glory

wins us grace
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A Church of England ** Monk."”
T6 will surpri
the London
Father lg

¢ many people,”
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ecccelesiastical  war  against the new
Bishop of Worcester, is G4 to-day.
[gnatius O. 8. B. Monk," as he signs

himself, is certainly the most
figure in the Church of England

and whether on mission
p atform or that of the Church congress
tlways creates
thusiasm hy
of his

picture-
esque
to-day, the
sympathy and even en-
the vigor and elequence
He stated in our
columns the other day that his serv-
ices are attended chiefly by men, but
in London, at any rate, women are
equally attracted by  them. His
monastery in the recesses of the Welsh
hills is a very beautiful place, and
have visited it deseribe it
refuge from the worries of

utterances.
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the world,"
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“ Hie Jacet.”"—This will soon be all
that will remain of the good things of
this world.—Joseph de Maistre.
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