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Past and Present

Studies, Partial and Prejudiced.

No system that shall be valid in all ages can ever

be formulated by us today. The truth of this obser-

vation is thrust home to the student of economic
enquiry, the history of which may be observed in
three periods, the ancient, the medieval and the
modern worlds.

Every thinker is a child of his time, .and such
Judgment of him as we may pronounce must be tem-
pered by a consideration of the period in which he
lived and the ecirecumstances by which he was sur

rounded. His coneclusions, arrived at through the

examination of the basis and structure of society
as he found it. cannot be isolated from that period

in which he lived. The institution of slavery was

so entirely in harmony with the life of the Greeks
that the Greek thinkers regarded it as indispen-
sable and inevitable, and such observations as their
investigators made in economiecs that are of particu-
lar moment to us are mainly happy, and sometimes
striking, anticipations of the pronouncements of lat-
er periods, and in which the influence of geometry
perhaps had considerable bearing

While it is essential that we emamine the past re-
cords of investigation in this study in order to quick-
en our comprehension, and awaken our perceptions
to its position today, we must bear in mind that cir

cumstances must have existed in proportien great
enough to permit of scientific generalisations being
\aid down, and the mvestigators must have been

equipped with the aids and instruments essential to
proper research before conclusions could be reach-
ed that would affect our present-day life and aid us
in understanding present-day problems. The march
of all science is marked by the interdependence of
each of its branches upon’ the other, and the rela-
tions they bear to the changing needs of man, the
practical exigencies required to be met by him, and
the organs he_produces, to the conservation, main-
tenance, and perpetuation of society.

Co-existent with the ancient, medieval and mod-
ern periods of human development we have the re-
cords of their enquirers into economic research, and
not until the last mentioned period is reached do
we meet what has come to be known as the Histor-
ical school. The gradual unfolding in the middle
ages of a eivil system was occupied with direct mil-
itary organization and control, and the final elab-
cration of feudalism was characterized by institu-
tional forms devoted to puble defence, based wpon
territorial property. Its dominant class was unt
sympathetic towards the industrial arts and held
the handierafts in contempt, exeept those subserv-
1ent to war or war-like sport. There was within its
bounds little room for manufacture, less for com-
merce, and family needs constituted the essential
factor underlying production. In such a society
economic research must necessarily reflect the re-
strietions imposed by its field of examination.

The modern period is filled by a development of
successive phases which, in their gradual approach
to the age of machinery, commercial relations, and
the well established features of commodity produe-
tion generally, somewhat characterize our own time.
A wider field of investigation has brought in its
train a broader application to the investigation of
affairs of human concern and, necessarily, the field
of economic research has bceupied the attention of
inereased numbers of investigators, so that while in
the first eonfirmed appearance of capitalism as a
generally operative system economic research has
been characterized in its methods by almost wholly
abstract eonsiderations, its later characteristics have
betrayed a leaven of human interest, as its problems
have gradually unfolded an explanation of the true
nature of the institution now understood as eapi-

The sueceeding phases have produeed suceeeding
schools of thought and otherwise than its name
might suggest, the historical school has its work
outlined, not in confining its interests to the work
of former investigators but to the furtherance of en-
deavor toward the same stated objective, which is
to find the laws underlying the industrial progress
of human society, and to formulate an outline of the
The

valuable work done in economics in the last fifty

processes through which they must operate

yvears has been accomplished by men who are dir-
ectly nunder the influence of the historical school,
whether they are professed adherents of that school
or not.

However earnest may be our interest in any sub
ject of interest to mankind, and however far re
moved may be our personal interest in sectarian
strife, if we proceed along the way that generates
knowledge of the conditions of human existence
there arrives the moment when we surely must take
issue on behalf of one side and against another.
And, mainly, the real obstacle that has always ob-
structed the way to open acceptance by the econ-
omists of today of the outstanding principles fea-
tured by the historical school in its dissection of
the economic laws of capitalism, lies in capitalism
itself, as an institution based upon private property
and the exploitation of labor. In such a society—
a society of private gain through private ownership,
there must arise private prejudice in the custodians
of its institutions of learning, which, in turn must be
supervised for its defence and maintenance. The
postive nature of the historical method in explain-
ing human society practiced by the strong influ-
ences that now assail our houses of learning, so in-
controvertible, so sound, and so completely are they
in accord with the gathering array of sordid facts
presented by the aetive life around us that they pro-
nounce their opponents as mere quibbling apologists
who are subject to the suspicion of interested con-
servatism, if not to private personal gain. Political
cconomy todayv, for a clear analysis of the ~tage of
society we find ourselves in must lay down its prin-
ciples upon its fundamental basis, and its problems
must be stated in the terms of the contradictions and
antagorisms ar:s:ng from eapitalism. A system of pri-
‘ate owpersh’p means propertyless people. a people
exploited s production means a slave class and a
master class, and a master and a slave class cons‘itute
a class antagomsm, =nd that einnot be eradicated un-
til the cireumstances tha: breed i* are overeome and
abolished forever. And not until then can we ex-
pect disinterested research in this field to be ad-
vanced.

NOTE CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Send all mail to—
P. 0. Box 710
Vancouver, B. O.
(Exchanges please adjnst to smit)

SUBSORIPTION FORM.

(This is as handy a way as any to send your subs.)

Western Clarion, P. O. Box, 710.
Vancouver, B. C.

Official organ ‘of the S. P. of C. Published twice
' a month.
Subscriptions: Canada, 20 issues, $1; Foreign:
16 issues $1.

Literature Price List

Cloth Bound
Positive Outcome of Philosophy (Dietzgen... ... .. $315
Woman Under Socialism (Bebel) BT - &

A. B. C. of Evolution (McCabe) S,

Bconomic Determinism (Parce) 3176

Industrial Histcry of England (H. DeGibbins) 3175

Evolution of the Idea of God (Grant Allen 3115

Darwinism and Race Progress (Haycraft) $116

Evolution of Property (Lafargue) .-$115

Critique of Political Economy (Marx) —5 % § 1

Revolution and Counter Revolaution (Marx) 3115

History of Par's Commune (Lissagaray) 3150

Ancient Society (L. H. Morgan) ... 5215

Capitalist Production (First Nine and 32nd Chapters
“Capital” vol. 1, (Marx) S—

Savage Survivals (Moore) -$1.00

Vital Problems in Social Evolution (Lewis)

Bcience and Revolutien (Unterman)

The Militant Proletariat (Léwlis)

Evolution, Social and Organic (Lewis)

The Social Revolution (Kautsky)

Class Struggle (Kautsky)

Puritarism (Meily)

Ethics and History (Kautsky)

Law of Blogenesis (Moore)

Social Studies (Lafargue)

Germs of Mind in Plants (R. H. France) P
Paper Covers Per Copy

Two Essays on History (C. Stephenson and G. Deville) Bbe

Communist Manifesto 10¢c

Wage-Labor and Capfital —.10¢

The Present Economic System (Prof. W ul()c‘
Soclalism, Utopian and Scientific 15¢
Slave of the Farm —0C
Manifesto, 8. P. of C .10¢
Evglution of Man (Prof. Bolsche) ~20¢
Causes of Belief in God (l.afargue) 10¢
The Structure of Soviet Russia (HHumphries 20c
Shop Talks on Ecqnomics (Marcy) .
Value, Price and Profit (Marx) 16¢
Economic Causes of War (Leckle) .. 25¢
The Protection of Labor in Soviet Russia (Kaplun) —15¢
Civil War in France (Marx) 35¢
Eighteenth Brumaire (Marx) ———ee B
Christianism and Communism (Bishop W. M. Brown) _.
Paychology of Marxian §ocialism
Quantity Rates q" Paper Covered Pamphliets.

Two Essays on History 25 coples T5¢
Communist Manifesto coples $2.00
Wage-Labor and Capital ; b 25 coples $2.00
Present Economic System 25 coples $1.50
Socialism, Utopian and Sclentific 25 coples $3.2§
Slave of the Farm 25 coples $1.50
Manifesto of 8. P. of C coples $2.00
Evolution of Man . copies $3 7%
Causes of Belief in God copies $200
Value, Price and Profit . = 25 copies $3.256
Economic Causes of War 10 copies $2.00

Christianism and Communism 6 coples $1.00
Psychology of Marxian Socialicm 10 copies $3.50

A. Bonger)

56¢

—— 30 -

All priges include Postage.
Make all moneys payable to E McLeod, P. O. Box

710, Vancouver, B. C. Add discount on cheques.

MANIFESTO

— of the —
SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA
(Fifth Edition)

Per copy ... 10 cents
Per 25 coples ... . §2

Post Paid

i

‘“B. 0. FEDERATIONIST'' DEFENCE FUND

The case of the B. C. Federationist and of
A. 8. Wells its manager has been committed to
the Assize Court for trial. Moneys are urgent-
«ly required for defence. Donations will be ae-
knowledged in the *‘Fed’’ if sent to: G
A S. Wells,
342 Pender St. West,
Vancouver, B. C.

NOTE CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Send all mail to—
P. 0. Box 710
Vancouver, B. 0.
(Exchanges please adjust to suit)

Per Copy



