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eHERE is nothing so eommon amongst certain 
comrades as that popular amusement of de
nunciation. It is so darned easy to pick out 

tstanding figure in a union'and slam him good

the enigma or jbsus

By Professor Gilbert Murray 0 (T
IBRON in a celebrated passage comments on nel has now proved to be husk, that it is difficult to

"supine inattention of the “Pagan and say what kernel is left. The old salvation myth re- flnd plenty if he is of a reactionary trend, 
philosophic world to the numerous and sur'- ' «ji.ired that the Son of God, the Anointed One. Bul js ft not a case of not seeing the forest, on

prising miracles which were presented by the hand should he shamefully slain by men.thereby to'«tone » aCeount 0f the trees! .
H - ■ for the sin of the world and to raise mankind with To take an instance: no onc thinks of saying

it in certain fhat Bnginn(] or the States are benighted places be- 
they have rulers like Coolidge, Dawes, Bald

win or Churchill. Anyone knows that their policies 
ipproved of by the masses of the people. That

I polan onG becthe
T for
b eve

of Omnipotence, not to their reason- but to their
senses." For example : "Under the reign of Tiber- him into glory. The myth, as we see 
ius the whole earth, or at least a celebrated province Hellenistic writers before St. Paul, or independent 

- of the Roman empire, was involved in a preterm- of .him. is already there, ready to burst into a great 
mral darkness of three hours." But the miraeu- flam, in men's hearts and meet the needs of a bê
lons event passed entirely without notice. "It hapT wild-red and suffering population ; it needs only a 
pened during the lifetime of Seneca and the Elder match to set it alight. It so happened that a Jewish
Plinv who must have experienced the immediate agitator vailed Chrestus was crucified, and b^ name mind is brought almut.
effects or received the earliest intelligence of the taken as being ‘‘Christus,’ The Anointed e
nrnrliirv Each of these philosophers, in a laborious erueied by Pontius Pilate; what more was wanted o s;tuation in the unions, and how many 
work has recorded all the great phenomena of Na- give the myth reality and to set all aflame! will look squarely at facts and see-that the same sit-
ture earthquakes meteors, comets, and eclipses. Dr Couchoud narrates his conversation with a uation exists ,here as in national affairs! The per-
whieh his indefatigable curiosity could collect. Both Buddhist pries, in a monastery at Kyoto, comparing sonality and policy of a Gompers or Green may be 

»nd the other have omitted to mention" the two splendid religions that have converted so (.ursed from Ncw York to ’Fnsco, but what earthly
the most extraordinary of all. many millions of men, produced their lines of saints useisitt The policies of labor leaders are a reflee-

1S’ What Gibbon pointed out with regard to the and sages and brought comfort to unnumbered tion 0f the economic situation of the crafts that el-
i . lesjtrue of the whole story of the mourners. "What is Buddha!" A title, a myth, an pct ,hem when Socialists look into the reasons for ,

NlraV lament There is practically no knowledge of idea, and savants discuss whether or no that histon- the election> it is easy to see that the mass of voters 
">6W J d the four esoteric books of the Christians cal prince who according to the legend became Bud- lf ^fied and quite indifferent as to the need
£°:LtL Joseph^ a le^nS and pmlix Jew, dha ever really existed. "What is Christ !" It is the of ^ changca of a revolutionary nature, even 

C. . th history of Judæa during the very years Messiah, the Anointed One, the Saviour, another thougb they may vote a labor party ticket ! So, al 
Wn 'hfch the New Testament story is placed, says title or myth or idea v and Dr. Couchoud wonders thflt can be done on that field is continue educational 
in which Christians later on were whether there was any historical person at all who pfforts flmongst the mass. There is nought else to do.

WO rise to the myth; or whether the myth, as we Humans feel their way through life, they do not
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the people wish for and vote for what they get, no 
how that particular and peculiar state of
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matter neeu ; but

But, try and apply the same reasoning to the
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troubled at this and interpolated his text
According to Dr. Burkitt, Professor of Divinity 

at Cambridge, the only information almut the life 
and eqreer of Jesus of Nazareth that has come down 

independently of Christian tradition is one eon- 
in Tacitus (Annals XV., 44) :

were vul-

-■ - disgave
find it for instance in the pre-Christian Gnostics, in think it ont They are animals, anarchistic too, ab- 
early Babylonian hymns, and to some extent in the in tkeir individual pleasures or, when in need,
Hebrew prophets, grew and spread by its own vital- tbe^. necessities. Their viewpoint is decidedly lim- 
ity ; or whether again it was suddenly given a sem- kpd When they are hungry and out of work what 
blanee of flesh and blood by some accidental coin- do thpy want tQ hear about from speakers who come 

Every myth, after all, is grounded in ex- lecturing, advising, sympathizing, etc.! 
perienee and constantly confirmed by experience, or
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oftemptuous sentence
those who, hated for their infamy, 

garly called Christian!. The originator of the name, 
one Chrestus, had been executed in the reign 
of Tiberius by order of the administrator. Pontius 
Pilate " One might possibly add a phrase from Su
etonius's Life of Claudius: "As the Jews, at the in

continually raising nets. 
„

eidenee. kn<
How to attain Socialism! If,
Not so you’d notice it!
The reasons for unemployment! Nix.—They

else it dies.
I doubt if the historical question is soluble. It

is a case of Not Proven. But the thing that matters w(jnt tQ know wkere to get the eats or jobs! 
historical fact, it is an idee. The Christ-
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So it can be seen that logic is not the factor in 
ian faith, the Christian life, the spirit that finds the bringing about a revolution, unless it be the logic of 

” secret of the world to be best explained by saying event8; dire neee8Sfty will be the compelling factor 
that the Son of God gave himself to suffer and die changes Wellj apply the Mme reasoning

man’s sins and thereby brings man’s salvation 
is an idea far older than the Christian era, and will

------- i 'nfnmiatinn is last quite independently of any result which histon-
And how much definite historical^* crf res(,ar(,h may establish about the man Jesus of

there in the Gospels themselves ry Nazareth. Throughout a vast region of human life
Ur. Bgrkitt to hi, book « the h b, ,h. thing which h.ppe.rd b«, th, thing
th, Lif, of Chmt explains how t y ^ whkh „ b,U,ved that matt,™; and not even the
were indifferent to history and took P mpre fact or fietion that is believed, but the psycho-
T^hïLÎedïïtt Muhrwmh"otng logical quality of the belief itself. ^-^te obtainable, which is greater than an indi-

*h nd of the world. The Gospels contain many Belief is a great force m t e wor n vidnal packet of labor power could acquire. Their
1 -C e, nHnv beautiful sayings, a number of alleg- particular beUef has shown itself to be a » business agents arc their salesmen, seeking orders
"aTirn ents of prophecies in the Old Testament, a passion, an inspiration that makes saints an er- g0od conditions for their union brand. The

^vZue story Wond that what! oes and persecutors and maniacs, an optical glass Federation J>abor is analogous to the M. and M.
agréa sy ’..There is no actual consist- that transforms the physical universe And it ma Association or Chamber of Commerce. A combine

T stSrZZ “heCrucifixion of ters not at all, except as a point of interest to his- ^ eonfdderation of their mutual interests.
ency m the pyate M a Messianic torical students, whether the faith accords with his- R ^ tme ^ ^ pro<lucca far
Jesus, condem - literally " not a single in- tory or no. In some regions of life a belief comes up k reeeivea as itg pricc for thc use of ita power,
a^tat,°r SLwelThÎd beenCrucified under against facts and is confirmed or disproved by those but how mariy membcr8 of a mfton know that, or
eident sa>, hat Gogpels fact,; "things are what they are, and their results ^ ^ ^ ^ th<$ir 8tandMd of Uving is eomfort-
Pontius Pi • s Tfae relate thc will be what they will be. able! Their leaders reflect their views. They are
do not rela e .. . bv his death . The But in the field of religion beliefs can seldom business, living in a whirl of competition, muddle

rr
0 ^ hv St Paul ill his epistles is built on the cm- tional, temper of the society m whic l see 

reared bv St. Paul m his ep ^ WJlg in ROWn It is never kined by meeting a fact ; for there
eified and re^nsen Ch"8tVÎ" . M -h mt on any are no facts. The belief that it rained in London on 
the flesh; it rests on the Sal JMytk e%^on (?ood Friday 1924_ can be proved or disproved; but 
historical record^ It seta forth ho h the ^lief that on the first Good Friday there was
°f a Greek phdosopher defim g darkness over all the earth until the ninth hour and
"that which happened iCLC^^TthaJmak• the veU of the temple was rent in twain, can never

It will live or eeew toUve
out so mum ____________ for quite other reasons.

• The Enigma of Jesus. By Dr. P. L. Couchoud, Dr. Couchoud's tittle book toach^ only the
with Introduction by Sir J. G. Fra^r. Trans- fringe of the snbjeet, but it; is written with u

Mis. George Whale. (Wgtta and Co. landing and. sympathy, and deserves to be widely
read.

is not an exe
shestigation of Chrestus, 

he drove them out of Rome, 
was a common name,

been confused with "Christus,"
the Greek translation of “Messiah

were
good.hrestus,

especially for slaves ; it Seems
"Anoint- for

on
to the union question! hieto have 

ed," which was
What unions are most successful! The ones 

with special skill, able to command more wages than 
the average workers. Those are the unions that 
strongest and the bulwark of the union movement. 
A craft union is really an attempt ai monopoly. It 
sells to the capitalists its commodities of labor 

for various special occupations at the high-
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