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FARM AND®DAIRY
Building a Stack to Shed Water

A Minute Description of an Art We Have Lost. By John Counte

lN stacking grain th
s

ground s preferable to , for
there is always a tendency for a stack
to settle down hill, when built on un.
even ground.

Bogin the stack in the same manner
&s bullding a round shock, set tre
sheaves close together and as straight
up_as possible, gradually allowing the
butts of the sheaves to slope out.
wards, but even the outside row
should be sufficiently upright that the
&vain cannot reach the ground and
thus prevent any loss.

Round sticks are preferable to
ricks, as, in case of rain, they are
more easily protected from injury
while in course of erectiom, and it is
much easier for the pitcher to place
the sheaves close to the stacker on
& round stack than on the rick. A
round stack should not be more than
twonty feet in diameter and a ten-foot
pols can be used get the size of

Ppractically twenty feet in diameter.
Work on the Knees.
Stacking should be on the

Course, the butts of the sheaves to
the band of the outside course, ail
sheaves pressed closely together and
firmly packed by the weight of the
body on the knees.

Continue in like manner until the
center of the stack is reached, pack-
ing it full and jumping om the sheaves
with the feet to insure a high center
in the stack when fully settled. A
grain stack properly built should be
like a saucer mverted, highest in the
center and the
)-tun-pnnmhmnd
&t the same time prevent the sheaves
from slipping off the stack. In fact,
with a well-built stack, the outside
course of sheaves is only held in
place by the inside rows of sheaves
and in threshing when the inmer

The Head of the Stack.
drawing in to make the head
ck, the long side of the
sheaf should be placed down and the
short side en top, which alds mate-
rially in giving a siant on the head
and assists in shedding rain.
For rapid work by the stacker and
to prevent overstretching, much will
depend upon the ability and skill of
the pitcher, as a good pitcher will
toss every sheaf so that the butt will
He forward of the stacker, the band
close to his right hand, that the sheaf
may be readily grasped, lald in place
and the stacker crawling forward on
his knees presses the sheat closely in
place.
In stacking on a side hill after the
foundation s laid, extra courses
should be buflt on the low side of the
stack to bring it above the,level to

allow for Bach one of these
courses on the low side should be fol-

e ‘Wabuat 4, 100y,

lowed by s full course on the entin
stack as a binder,

No rule can be given an to Wy
nuwber of extra courses POquired,
this depending upon the slope of 1
ground, care being taken o keep thy
stack leaning somewhat uwp hill thy
when fully sottied it will be wtanding
practically plumb on the groun |

Buige Not Generally Advisabi.

While & slight bulge In the boy o
@ stack when properly bullt give, o
somewhat artistio. appearance (o (hy
stack It is not essential, and too fon

v o
mouhﬂomhlﬂ..ﬂ.uuw
often when there is & swell |n ™
stack, the heart has boen kop! 1y
flat to prevent slipping, and whep
the stack settles the heads of (4
sheaves are oither on a level with
the butts, or perhaps Upping dov M
invitation for water to enter overy
time it rains. With the heart kept
full and the sheaves packed ol woly
together there will be a tonden y w0
spread out, without any effort to nake
& bulge, or awell, in the body of the
stack, and care must be taken g
keep the outside noarly plumb, wigy
only a little swell, otherwise the lack
will get too large to afford & toap
head which is absolutely nocossary ty
insure a dry stack, durlng o heavy,
dashing rain

The whole art of suecess In ack
ing is to keep the shoaves from lant
to finish, in an nearly an upright oy,
tion from the outalde to conter, us |
possible to hold them from »iing
off the stack altogether. It 1.y
work to build a stack In thin manne
and it is much easior to Iny the
sheaves loosely, keoplng tho
about level inatead of low on the out
side and high in the middle, and thiy
fact is the main reasom why s (g
farmers fall to suoceed In bullding 4
Erain stack that will shod wai,
while it the work is properly "
water will not enter the stack whe
fully settled. It

o
body than to have . high body and s
flat head, but it s only by actual e

that the helght of the boly
can be determined.

Medium Helght Preforatis

A medium helght I8 proterablo, 4 |
is difcuk to pitch shoaves (o e top
of & high sisck. for there are fow
men at the present time who caf
M.‘ with thelr back to & mtack und

Pitch & shoat over thelr head in such
manner that the stacker whon finlsh
Ing the stack can

The (
ing nd the foul should

i

never into the hoad of the
stack making holes for walor (o on
ter.

A' good raking l;n with o stesl

gurden rake from to bottom afier
& fow days' settiing and oarly in (he
morning when the butts of ihe
sheaves are damp with the nighty
dew will ald materially (n shedding

Indder on which to stand, (he
hing the stack,
of long, green
&rass can be secured (o top oul the
stack shemves will be saved squally
as well as those in the body of (he
tack. In the absenc: of gruvs or hay
reak a couple of sheaves, place on
top as In capping a round shock, and
secure by hangers to provent ther
being blown off by a hoavy wind

bullt as here Indicated will
turn water equal to & good roof, and
It allowed to stand six wooks or two
months before threshing tho graln
will have gone through the sweating
process and be In far better conditioa
than It threshed from the shock and
the sweating is done Ia the bin

We Welcomn Practi

Trade Increases the
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OW, whia you stop
N you have better cow

ago? Have you do
the production of your b
4, 1b. cow, do you res
"::Tl you could put in h
minute you made the cl
slly reduce the cost of |
of milk from 20 to 22 pe
cow producing the small
much roughage and requ
ecare as the other cow,
grain cost are practicall

1 will tell you briefly wi
why | @ it. 1 was force
to dncrease the cost of
not increase the price for
o out of the dairy busi

of farming—or to

In the year 1898 my f
management of the hom
At his death I had not on
tions which had to be m
went along smoothly, W
& good dairy herd at tha
Mving, and now and ther
gage & little; but as the p
to advance, increasing th
herd and, as the price of |
n proportion, the margin
at the end of the year 19
tory and tried to settle t}
bustness basis for the nex
$200 or $300 short of enc
1 sssure you it was a seric
obligations hanging ove
methods that I could adc
would change conditions.
my head a little.

After doing that, 1 said
16 cows, There are 16 m
convert the products of &
income and a profid, if 1 ¢
market for the crops I gr
can bandle that more ecc
be so much more. If one
sumes more economically
more efficlent machine.”
tar over carefully, 1 decid.
January 1 would open an
dual cow. I knew that I
every dairyman has. I tho
some that were not as goo:

On the first day of Jan
with each cow, and I am g
what | found after a year
best cow 1 owned at the
produced 6,115 Ibs. of milk
each, and her average test
duced 356.84 1bs. of butter
dutter for svery 20.7 Ibs.
Iabor cost and feed cost th:
‘ ¥or the purpose of com
that herd of 16 cows into
ome containing. the 8 best a
cows. The 8§ best cows In
milk and 268 Ibs. of 85 per
oows averaged 192 cans of
ter; a difference of 58 Ibs
0 what that means in cas
88 conts & can would amou
farence on the § cows of §

I want to show you what
After ten years' work. The
were a lesson to me. 1 ha
1o study and find out what



