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- MR GLADSTONE

AND

Colonial Development.

" (By Bro. J. OASTELL HOPKINS.)

But, from 1872 onwards, a very dif-
ferent tone commenced and continued
; ~ to develop in publip discussions. Writ-
‘ ing, in September, 1878, to the Nine-
teenth Century, Mr. Gladstone elabor-
ated in one of his most brilliant arti-
cles his views upon the general question
of “England’s Mission.” The gist of the
whole argument is that he wanted to
maintain the Empire, but not to ex-
tend it. This is where he bad always
. parted company with the Cobden and
oak Bright section. They neither wished to
- " maintain nor to extend the external
'~ possessions of Great Britain. “The cen-

. Mral strength of England,” declared the

"

wrongs, supply of
provement .of home laws and iwstitu-
tions. The source of England’s vigour
lies, he reiterated, in the heart which’
has long propelled the blood through
all its regions, and in the brain which
has bound and binds them into one.
_ 8till, “the sentiment of empire may
z called innste in every Briton. If
re are exceptions, they are like those
of men born blind or lame among us.”
And continued in words suffici-
ently striking:
“It is part of our patrimony, born
b - dying ‘only with our
incorporating itself in the first
 of our knowledge, and inter-
our habits of mental

or the Colonies in of-
peace; and these have
 but not yet uniformly,

‘ Mmtjm balance of aecount,
it  that the Colonial relation in-
olves far

ml«;nd:;t;::i
or continued unity.
possibility of closer re-

to| work of this organizatiom, there can
| be. no doubt as to value of its advo-

d after ing
marked the new
alism in this connee-

g that there was
ol _all the

08- | preter, in February, 1892:

-the great duty” surroundi:
maintenance of the Colonial Em:
 As Mr. Goldwin Smith has de-
omﬂut his friends constituted a
ey of thought,” and not a party,
its influence was already at the

o

b, the statement was reason-

. Gla , “there is no
‘the namef of a statesman
ot ‘sensible that the business
and cherishing those Colo+
h4h 3 hat has been so distinctly
entrusted by Providence to the care
‘of the people of this cotintry that we
should almost as soon think of renounc-
ing ‘the very name of Englishman as
of renouncing the great duties which,
beyond these, are im upon
! D rttons of this 3 -t
n v, ons o s grea
British Empire.” =
It is questionable if Lord Beacons-
4 field or Lord Salisbury could have spo-
ken more strongly than this. But it
‘took time for the minor leaders in beth
parties to come up to the ideals of their
chiefs. The lessons of disintegration had

| in_the Northern Staves before the re-
: | bellion.

2 | gni-

s-| tion, of : i

| Cobden, and in some measure to Bright,
and )

'| than either, that England was indebt-

;| ed for the birth and growth of an anti-

in| ing in New Guinea, however, a great

| of the Imperial Federation Teague.

| ment of unity was educated, guided,

| whole, was brought to a realization

made. And,’

of leaving some weeds of doubt and de-
lusion behind. Lord Kimberley and
Lord Darby, who, in turn, held the reins
of the Colonial Office during Mr. Glad-
stone’s second government, 1880-1885
were still more or less influenced by
the old principles. Those principles had
made Lord Granville, when holding the
‘same post in 1869, declare to the Gev-.
ernors of all the self-controlled Colo-
nies—Canada, Australia, New Zealand
and the Cape—his strong disapproval
of, and even opposition, to any project
for a Colonial Conference or Congress,
either temporary or permanent.
Lord Derby seems to have been par-
ticularly antagomistic to Colonial ex-
tension of freedom of action. = Yet
his brother and successor, known in
Canada us Lord Stanley of Preston,
was a thorough Imperialist. One in-
cident will suffice to illustrate his pol-
icy. Queensland, at' a moment when
Germany was exhibiting great colon-
izing zeal, unnexed the neighboring
island of New Guinea, in order to pre-
vent Germany from, doing so, and in
anticipation of expected Imperial ap-
proval. . Lord Derby promptly dis-
avowed and repudiated the act, and
after long and useless correspondence
and controversy, Germany quietly pro-
oeeded to amnex the best portion of the
territory. As might be expected, the
Colonial Secretary was mever forgiven
in Australia for his short-sighted ' in-
difference,-and Australasian, a
leading Melbourne paper, well repre-:
sented this feeling in its editorial of
December 27th, 1884: “No language
will be too strong to express the pain,
regret, humiliation, and resentment
which ‘such a step has occasioned to
Her Majesty’s subjects in Australasia.
Nothing could have occurred so well
caloulated to weaken the feelings . of
attachment which bind them to the
Mother Country.”

But this was one 6f the last comvul-
give offorts of a dying school “of
thoughs. A féw survivors there still
are. Mr. John Morley is the chief re-
presentative at the end of the century
of the philosophical Radicals of its
middle years—Molesworth and Stuart
Mill, Faweett and Cornewall Lewis.
He still, to a certain extent, stands
by the old gospel of selfishness and
narrow-minded inability to comprehend

and in the construction and sentiment
of the British Empire. Mr. G. W.
Smalley, writing ds an American of
the Americans, but after many years
of residence dnd experience in Eng-
land, somewhere asks, with consider-
able significance: ‘“Why is it that men
like Mr. Morley sometimes talk and
write as if they cared little about:the
Empire f” And he goes on to note that
“their tone is, I must say, mot unlike
the tone which was but too common

1 There were, in those days,
men of culture twho yet cared little or
hing for the Union.” 8o far as this

) . in Epgland is concern-

expresses a very 1
its origin: “It was perbaps to

in greater measure to lesser men

sentiment,’”
Even while the trouble was progress-

ohange impended. It was in.the sum-
mer of 1884 that Mr. W. E. Forster,
Tord .Rosebery, Mr. James Bryce, and
other Liberal leaders, joined with Con-
servative oppoments in the formation

Whatever may bave been the practical

cacy. The dormant or ficating senti-

‘and erystallized into a steady force of
enthusiasm, and the country, as a

of what Disraeli had once urged, and
what Mr. had lately claim-
ed, that there should be no parties or
divisions in Great Britain upon the gen-
eral question of Imperial union. As
to details, there were many differences,
“especially in connection with trade, but
thefoglinghuboemgmwinssoutead-
ily stronger that even free-traders,
| such as Lord Rosebery and Mr. Cham-
berlain, or fair-traders, such as Lord
Salisbury and Mr, Howard Vincent, can
row stand upon the same platform,
and ome directly antagonistic to the
Man School, amd, in this re-
spect, to the Liberal party itself as
it was twenty years ago. The mnew
principle of Empire could not be given
more forcibly than-in the following ex-
tracl, from Lord Salisbury’s -spéech at

“What is it that gives to this little
island its comman position? Why
is ‘it that fleets from every natioen,
from every quarter of the globe, come
into your ports; that \the products of
countless regions are subject to your
industry; and that the manufactures
which the industry of your people com-
plete are carried to the farthest corn-
ers of the globef What is it that
gives to you this privileged position It
is that your flag floats over regions
far vaster than your own, and that
upon the dominions of your sovereign
the sun mever sets.” :

‘While, however, the development of
recent years and,K the growth of Col-
onial trade have breught the benefits
of closer commercial, as well as con-
stitutional, relations to the fromnt, and
have compelled almost every one to re-
cognize the fact in such general terms
as arve conveyed in the words of Lord
Salisbury given above, they have also
raised the question of maintaining in-
tact the present free-import system, as
against & possible trade arrangement
within the Empire, and the establish-

‘heen too long planted in the soil to fail

the change in the nations around him, | Bose

'such as Mr.

protective system. Here, as might be
expected, Mr. Gladsgone stood in firm
opposition to any alteration or modi-
fication of the principle which he has
for fifty years considered se great and
bemeficent.

A deputation waited upon him on
April 1gth, 1893, from the Federation
Lea‘ue. and obtained his opinions in
this"” connection—sentiments vigorously
reiterated in -a subsequent speech at
Dundee. ‘He declared, in preliminary
words, that * the maintenance of the
unity of the Empire, and the consolida-
tion of that union, is an object dear
to us all.”. Every suggestion for draw-
ing the ties closer should be considered
with prepossessions in its favour, and
it 'was not impossible, that am Imperial
Couneil of Defence might be evolved,
and even a system of federation| estab-
lished in time, by the working( of many
minds and the free intercommunica-
tion of ideas. But upon one point he
desired to be particularly clear and ex-

plicit :

“I do not think I should be dealing
fairly with: you if I held out any ex-
pectation that, so far as I myself am
concerned, which is very unimportant,
and further, ‘so- far as my political
friends are concerned, that we should
even be prepared to propose the consoli-
dation’ of the Empire by means of re-
versing' the principles of our commer-
cial ‘legislation, and introducing pre-
ferences into the terms upon which com-
modities imported from over sea are
received in the ports of ‘the, United

Kingdom." | ¥
8o far as Mr. Gladstone is concerned
this utterance is probably final, but

‘commerce and trade requirements, and

fiscal needs, assume such varied forms
in an Empire like that of England that
there is mo possibility of holding the
future in bonds. Change is, in reality,
the very basis of ithe existence and un-
ity of the British realms. When Mr.
Disraeli spoke at the Crystal” Palace,
he inaugurated a new way of treating
Imperial affairs. - When Mr. Gladstone
supported the acquisition of Uganda,
in 1898, against the hostile views of
thirty-six Liberals and a dozen other
members of the House, he revolution-
ized the old party principle of opposi-
ti6n to Imperial extension. When Lord
bery took up Imperial Federation,
he finally buried the Manchester School,
Disraeli had wounded and reaction kil-
led. When Mr. James Bryce, M. P,
President. of the Board of Trade, wrote
to Sir Henry Parkes, of New South
Wales, in April, 1895, that ““The preseht
policy, the present spirit, of the Liberal
party is not merely to maintain the
(Imperial) connection, but. to develop
it into forms that may more perfectly
corvespond to the altered circumstances
of to-day,” he was really singing an
elegy over the grave of the disintegrar
tionist school, and offering the compli-
ments of the present and the future

Morley. ¢

The Uganda question was a very not-
able and vivid illustration of this
change in opinion and policy. Lord Sa-
lisbury’s Government in 1892 had prac-
tically consented to take over the vast
region in Central Africa, which goes
by that name. [Lord Rosebery, when
he came into the Foreign Office dur-
ing-the same year, endorsed the policy,
and announced his approval of “peg-
ging out claims for posterity” which
was going on there. [Barly in 1893, Sir
Gerald Portal watodespatched to make
a report upon the country, and to organ-

than had yet been attempted.

At this tremendous departure from
the old Liberal doctrine of non-exten-
sion, Mr. Labouchere and a few other
Radicals were aghast. They did not
think it conceivable that Mr. Gludstone
could have consented to such a great
annexation of-territory. Accordingly,
on March 20th, Mr. Labouchere moved
in'the House to reduce the vote of sup-
ply by the amount which the Portal
mission would cost; and denounced Lord
Roebery with vigour as “the High
Priest of Ji . But the speaker
had overlooked the fact that times had
changed, and with them Mr. Gladstone.
Whether it be true or not that Lord
Rosebery had something to do with his
decigion. it was none the less apparent
that the statesman who had always been
nervous about the extension of the Em-
pire was now in sympathy with this sig-
nal action. In his speech, he referred to
“the great mission of the Anglo-Saxon
race in colonizing the world,” and
admitted frankly “ the colonizing neces-
sities which have arisen in certain
parts of the world, and which have
become pt only a duty, but a point
of honour on the part of this country
to meet.” And the crowning feature
of the debate was Mr. Chamberlain’s
expression of strong Imperial = senti-
ments, and his statement that hel be-
lieved the pepple of England had de-
termined to take their full share in the
disposition of these new lands, and‘ in
the work of civilization which had be-
gun. The debate was significantly and
fittingly closed by both Liberals and
Comservaltives voting in favour of what
was the practical annexation of an' im-
mense . territory.

_ Looking back mow upon Mr. Glad-
stone’s long career, and its direct or
indirect connection with the Empire,
it may be said to pregent a curious com-
mingling of great opportunities, of
valuable performance, of dangerous
driftings.- Upon the whole his policy
voiced the current desire to give the
Colonies free gpovernment and free play,
and in this respect was greatly! bene-
ficial. He also held . the reins of his
party with pufficient force to prevent
it falling as & united organization, into
the ramks of the Manchester School—
although the drift was at one time dan-

menf of a sort of moderate Imperial

gerous—and here, again, he performed a

great service. And elthough some of
the opportunities for welding the Em-
pire together were not geized ad they
arose, yet a statesman can 'hardly/ be
blamed for mot always running in ad-
vance of public opirion, and in the
teeth of a prevailing sentiment—or lack
of sentiment. A
In these latter days, however, the
is buried, and Mr. Gladstone, to-
gether with the leaders of both part-
ies in England, as well ag the bulk of
the mation, can sincerely and conscien-
twusly join with Tennyson in patriolic
harmony, and say:

' ENGLAND’S GREAT WATCH TOWER.

@Gibraltar (about 1,000 miles from Eng-
land), is of immense importance as being
the great watch tower from which the
movements of warships can be observed
and telegraphed as they pass into and
out of the Mediterranean Sea. Moreover,
situated as it is, near the flank of our
trade routes, both to the Cape and to
the West Indies and South sAmerica, it
is the point at which vessels would na-
turally call feor news, orders, eoal and
protection during the continuance of a
war, When you consider that in every
second of time twenty tons of shipping
go out or come into our home ports, and
that. as a matter of fact, the stream
is continuous and never ceases, and that
the value of the sea-borne trade of the

to a few theoretigsurvivals of the-past, |
“Gol Bmith or Mr. John |

iz it in some more satisfactory form [

British Empire is calculated at £930,000,-
000, of which about £260,000,000 neither
comes to nor goes from the United King-
dom, it seems difficult to exaggerate the
value of the fortress of Gibraltar or - to
realize the congestion of British shipping
which might seek its protection in war.
It has at present no dry-dock. Its - garri-
son consists of seven companies of artil-
lery, four companies of engineers, and
three battalions of infantry. It is the
meeting place of our Channel and Medi-
terranean squadrons. The roads do not
afford safe anchorage in all winds, and
And all her glorions Empire, round and round.” | an _enemy could conceivably shell them

s e sl it he mounted heavy guns on Spanish

AN ODD MOTTO. sof.
m—— e

Upon the old Temple clock in London
is' a singular inscription, the origin of
which is ‘gaid to have been a lucky ac-
cident.

About two hundred years ago, a master
workman was erfiployed to repair and put
“a new face upon 'the clock. When his
work was nearly done he asked the Bench-
ers for an appropriate motto to carve upon
the base. They promised to think of one.
‘Week after week he came for their de-
cigion, but was g:lt off. One day he found
them at dinner in commons.

““ ' What motto shall I put on the clock,
your lordship?’” he asked of a learned

“ To all the loyal hearts who long
To keep our English. Empire whole!
To all our noble sons, the strong
New England of the Southern pole!
To England under Indian skies,
To those dark millions of her realm !
To Canada, whom we love and prize,
Whatever statesman hold the helm,
Hands all round !
God the traitor’s hope confound !
Tothis great name of England drink, my friends,

Get Your...

WATCHES
CLOCKS axp
JEWELLRY.....

Repaired By

D. J. Macdonald
-§THE WATGHMAKERS -

Judge. gt
“Oh, go about uyov.u- business !’ his
honor cried angerily.

“ And very suitable for a lazy, dawd-
ling gang!” the clock-maker is said to
have muttered as he retreated. It is cer-
tain that lzg carved “ Go about your busi- 207 WELLINGTON STREET
ness ”’ on the I

The lawyers laughed, and decided that (NBAR BANK ST.)
no better warning could be given them'at gatisfaction .
any hour of the day, and there the inscrip-
tion still remains. | Guaranteed
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