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gazine, half weekly paper, is being sent us. 1;- cri­
ticisms of men ami events in the world of p itics,
In .me and foreign, arc bright, usually very sensible, ■ 
and apparently independent of party influence- \\c 
would caution the literary editor against quoting pas­
sages likely to be thought offensive, such as flippant 
allusions to sacred things. Irreverence is bad taste— 
to say the least.
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and stippli this article for less than the gross pre- 
whieh remains at tire end of the year, after all death 
claims and expenses have been paid, is returned to 
the policyholder and constitutes a dividend. Any 
mercantile house which employs a buyer ought to 
mium rate. The surplus or balance of the premium 
appreciate the efficiency of the company which re­
turns to its [Milicyholders the largest |Mirtion of the 
premiums paid. Whether the dividends of the fu­
ture arc to l)<*grcatrr or less than those of the past 
makes no difference in the value of policy compari­
sons as evidence for men arc not judged bv what 
they expect to do but by what they have done.

Every dividend paid represents a certain degree of 
efficiency in tin- selection of risks, the care of invest­
ments and in reducing ex|ienses. A smaller dividend 
would evidently represent a smaller degree of effi­
ciency, and hence dividend comparisons are most 
valuable guides in the selection of a company, other 
things being equal.”

(SomspantUntt.
We do not hold oenwlves responsible for views espreewd hy o«>rresp<H iwuii
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Ih tin» htthliivMM in Wm! Afrlvnn mining hIuih-h to u »| 
lowitl to <llv out?
Alrvmly there tire nearly two Immlrnl comimnh'tt with a 
total va|iltallxalUm of over a Intmlreil million «htllar*. f..riti 

to exploit the mineral renoum»* of the tiohl fount 
t'olony. And, yet, hardly any guh I in Itelng got ont lint 
there ex IntH plenty of the nttrlfemuH metal got** wit limit 
Haying, Imt Hint most of these eonipanleH will pay is ipiltv 
a different matter.

In the IIrut plnee. their pro|iertien are only eone»**iH|..n<* m 
far. whir h In the great majority of ranee have not yet n 
dug into hy an>Imdy employed hy the eompany. Then, 
there an» grave dotililM surrounding the validity of many 
of the titles to the pro|M»rtlee. There are more kings on tin* 
tiulnea <*ost than there ever were, even in Ireland, and a 
good many of them np|»enr to have thought nothing of s II 
ing the same vlalm or eonveaalon several times over.

Nor have some of the Ktiro|H itn Intermediaries la-ett more 
honest. One Ixmdon “buyer ami seller of mines and 
lands** has Just skipped to America, after having sold the 
same pro|H»rty to three different mmpaity promoters. All 
the facts of tills ease are not known, hut very little doubt 
Is ex pressed hy my friends on Vhniige, that the three pro­
moters who have tieeu “«tone" will take a«lvantag«» of the 
fact that the pro|ierty has three different mimes, and «Ils 
Isme of their Imhling at a profit to tin* dear «lelmlalde Ilrit-

ieset
And, I may as w«dl add tin- ltruss«»lH ami I‘at Is ptihlir for 

both these stations an» g«dng fninth1 over “Jungles."'

• e *
As one Illustration of Its i»xtraordlnnry state of affairs, in 

wlth-h validity of title can In» so incertain, take tin* I‘re­
nder mine, almost, of the whole country. Tin* ('on<o|l 
dateil (iohlllelds of Asha nil, one of the Muph* group of 
Ashanti ntlmm. and one which t«s»k over some of the ohhst 
properties on Hu» I’«Mist, has 1n»vii roglst«»n*«l for thm» 
months, and, even now, has Inn»» tiiiahh» to get a pn»p«r 
formal tnmsfer of l«»as«»s. Ami this Is oue of the very lie*t 
things In the ol«h»st and newest of Kl iNumhw.
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South Africans have again lM»en the pr«»y of the 1miscI.su 

humour ami t 1m* “surrender” canard. One would have 
thought that after <»ight«»cn months of warfan* and a like 
|h rbsl of sensational «s uhulls hill: and bulletins the 
broker nml J«dds»r would .uive lie<*otne i»x|N*rt enough to 
know wlmn to enthuse nml wh«‘ti to «!«> tin» other thing, 
lint, “bless your heart, they don’t,” as one Jolly old f* llow 
put It to me.

(«caving mines, and pulling on one aide our market in 
A merleau rails in which we are having a little breathing

Not If the lutereat«*d parth-s kicw It.
BOOKS RECEIVED.

“Saint John, New Brunswick, as a Canadian Win­
ter Curt, is the title of a publication "Issued under 
tliv auspices <»f the City Corporation and Board of 
Trade," of that enterprising city. The work is ad­
mirably illustrated with views of the city, which show 
it to he not only well situated for maritime trade, but 
attractive to summer tourists. The work, however, 
is devoted to setting forth the advantages of St. 
John as a winter port, indeed, it is designated as "the 
chief winter |N»rt of Canada,” a title Halifax will not 
acktu wlcdge. We purpose to utilize the facts 
sente«l in this hamkome publication in a future 
her.

pre-
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"Xvwf.iunill.nul in n#uo.'' is a treatise on "the geo­
graphy, natural resources, and history of the Island, 
embracing an account of recent and present large ma­
terial movements." Hie work is illustrated with 
maps and half-tone engravings. The author of the 
text is the Rev. M. Harvey, LL.D., F.R.C.S., which 
■' quite sufficient a> a guarantee of its literary cx- 
iclleme and its reliability. Convinced as we are that 
the true, the best destiny of Newfoundland is incor­
poration with the Dominion of Canada, we should 
he glad for this work on the Island to have a wide 
circulation in this country and in Great Britain. We 
propose to call attention to tlie work more fully at 
the hr<t opportunity, meanwhile, we commend it as 
a very attractive liixik, the illustrations being very 
well executed, the reading matter, especially the 
historic portion, highly interesting, and the 
rial and other date most valuable. The Newfoundland 
Government has our thanks for a copy of this ele­
gant I look, and compliments upon its excellence in 
every respect.

Tlie "Insurance Law Journal” for March, tqoi, 
kivps up its old-time reputation as the standard au­
thority on law reports of an insurance nature.

Die ‘‘\\ ccklv l ndcrwriter," bound volume 63, has 
readier, us. and we acknowledge it « ith manv thanks 
to "Thr Underwriter Printing X Publishing Com­
pany," New York.

"Events," a lively publication, which is hall

Isli pill.lie.
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