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that leads easily and quickly to the sum-
mit of human achievemeat, are soon dis-
sipated by the rude, pitiless facts of
actual life as the years pass by; but
hetter were it that he ve ewrly wise, and
profit by the knowledge gained by those
who have preceded him in the inevitable
hardship of life's struggles and con-
flicts. That is why | would emphasize

014 Time's g:lt clock, that never stops,
Nor runs fast nor slow,

lung up amid the world of space,
‘Where glo!

‘Where whirls our m sphere—
Has pushed its pointer round again,
And struck another year.
—Longfellow.

ILL that fact bring satisfaction or
W regret, 1 wonder, to the ma-
jority of my veaders? To the
very young there will be little sense
of responsibility, incurred by the mov
ing on of the hands on Old Time's
great clock, but to those of more
mature minds there will surely come a
consciousness of the gravity of the occa
sion of the New Year, which, whether we
will or not, we must now face. We are
looking two ways; backward over the
past, forward to the future. ‘The past is
beyond recall, the future is not yet ours.
Only the present is within our reach, and
while to-day is the goal of yesterday it
is the starting point of to-morrow. We
are here. The road by which we came
may not have been pleasant or easy, but
it has terminated in to-day. We are
going hence. Whether we shall go much
farther on the pllgrim way of human life,
none of us can tell. With many there
shall be no earthly to-morrow for to them
as to us all some time, to-day comes &§
the last day of probationary experience,

What then shall be odr attitude to
lfe? One of stolid indifference as
the hours pass by, or one of hope-
ful and persistent endeavor as the
days roll on? Surely not the former if
we have regard to the best things. We
may not have accumulated much of value
to show for the work of the past. Our
days have possibly dragged wenilly by
in ths humdrum discharge of daily duty;
we may have seemingly toiled without
apparent fruit; life may have brought a
ceaseless round of care; there may have
been little of joy and much of misery;
but happy Is he who despite all this, can
and will cheerfully and bravely face the
future singing the old refrain, * ‘To-
morrow the sun will be shining, although
it I8 cloudy to-day” It is only by nour-
{shing such hope fcr to-morrow by faith-
fulness in the common round of duties
to-day that we can maintain ourselves in
a frame of mind best conducive to happ!-
ness and abiding peace.
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1t 1s positively useless to upend&nv
repining over the past. The record
is written, and for good or evil, It
s irradicable. But he who would be
wise will profit by the mistakes he has
made, and will prevent their recurrence
by watchfulness over the minutes as they
pass, and by patient industry in improv-
ing the hours as they gurely grow into
days. We may all have more or less
reason to be dissatisfied with ourselves,
we certainly have abundant reason for
being unsatisfied with our attainments.
What then? Simply press on and do
one's best. There is a miserliness that
is despicable, but therc s A miserliness
that 18 commendable. Value time most
highly. Utilize the tiny moments, and
the hours will accumulate a ‘wondrous
store of real wealth. Napoleon 18 sald
to have admitted the loss of battles, but.
to have boastod in the same conversation
that he had never lost an hour. Those
who have achieved most have been the
most serupulously devoted to the im-

provement of the passing opportunity.
And there is no better way.
DY

Therefore keep busy The worst
waste today Is not that of money,
of which we hear much, but of
time, of which we might hear far more.
“po not squander time for that's the
stuff life is made of,” was good advice
when first given long ago, and is timely
counsel still. I would not make life
a drudgery to anyone, but would fill it
with heart-lightedness and joy-to every-
one; but | think 1 am well within the
mark in saying that the average young
person of this age does not take kindly
to hard work. In that perhaps, he 18
no more to blame than were his fathers
before him. Youth has always preferred
a smooth road, and to seek for objects
of value as easily and quickly as possible,
has always been characteristic of human
ity. Late, often too late to amend the
past or retrieve the lost opportunity,
the man is rudely awakened and with
vain regrets sighs, “ If 1 had life to go
over again 1 would do differently.”” Per-
haps he would, but more Iikely not, for
vouth s both short-sighted and self-
willed, and is ever loath to profit by ex-
perience and advice. 1 hardly expect,
therefore, that all my young readers will
accept as wise and sagaclous the counsel
here given; but notwithstanding this, 1
know of no more beneficial admonition to
give them than that contained in the
two simple words, ** keep busy."

S ® 8 :

The abllity to so apply one's self that

details are mastered and the task
fn hand accomplished with credit, ie
not easily attained, and yet it may be

acquired. It is superior to genins, Tn
fact, is it not the very highest form of
genius? Danlel Webster once said, “1
know of no superior quality that 1 pos-
sess, unless it be the power of application
To work and not to genius T owe my suc-
cess.” And it is significant that the most
renowned men of mark in all avenues of
human accomplishment, have given some
such testimony. Every young man
might profit by the suggestive statements
of Sir Walter Scott, who wrote in a letter
to his son, "1 cannot too much impress
on your mind that labor 18 the condition
which God has imposed on us in every
station of life. There 1s nothing worth
having that can be haa without it. As
for knowledge, it can mno more be
planted in the human mind without labor
than a fleld of wheat can be produced
without the previous use of the plow.”
Let the clever youth beware of the popu-
lar fallacy that the things that profit
most, the to a well

and’ symmetrical character, may be
cheaply acquired or hurriedly obtained.
The devil 8 well satisfled when he in-
stills such pofson into the mind, for his
domains are peopled with millfons who
have lost their lives by procrastination
and foolish neglect.
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Idleness means loss.

And more, it

Invites disaster to both the idler
and his fellows. The old saw, “Satan
finds some mischief still for idle

hands to do,” s more true than poetieal,
and thousands have experienced its real-
ity. The only safeguard for the young
Christian, 1s to be continuallv. emploved
about his Father's business. The foolish
fancles of the indolent and self-indnlgent
vouth who looks for some fabled road

the in , “keep busy.” You may
he naturally talented, others may compli-
ment you on your gifts und predispose
you to pride yourself on the quickness
with which you “ pick up' anything you
desirc, but unless you are steadily em-
ployed and earnestly aevoted to the task
in hand, the best achievement will be
denied you. Charles Dickens was counted
a man of remarkable natural ability, and
rightly so, and yet he testified, * I have
tried with all my heart to do well; and
whatever | have devoted myself to, |
have devoted myself to completely. In
great aims and in small I have always
been thoroughly in earnest. | have never
believed it possible thut any natural or
improved ability can claim immunity
from the companionship of the steady,
hardworking qualities, and hope to gain
its end.” ‘T'hese qualities of steady appli-
catior and willingness to work hard are
acquired and come not easily, but only
as the result of determination to compel
success whatever the cost to self-ease may
be.

Not the less striking are the words
of Sir Joshua Reynolds, “Those who
are resolved to excel must go to
their work, willing or unwilling, morn-
ing, mnoon, and night. They will
find it no play but very hard work.” But
hard though it be, from such heroic
spirits nothing can be withheld, for, as
Beethoven truly sald, “ The barriers are
not erected which say to aspiring talents
and industry, ‘ thus far and no farther.’”
‘There is inspiration in such a statement
and every youth should feel its uplift
and be strengthened to redoubled effort
by the assurance it contains. The aver-
age lad of to-day has abundant oppor-
tunity. Facilities are provided for him
that afford all possible privilege, and if
he will but apply himself he may add
another testimony to the thousands that
combine to prove the truthfulness
of Dr. John Kitto when he bluntly sald,
“I think that all the fine stories about
natural ability, etc., eve., are mere rigma-
role, and that every man may, according
to his opportunities and industry, render
himself almost anything he wishes to
become.” In the spirit of this noble
man who achieved so much in the
face of obstacles that many would have
counted insuperable, let all my readers
join with me in the resolve that in the
coming year, whose dawning we hail
with hope and good cheer, we will intelli-
gently, consistently, prayerfully apply
ourselves to the work before us as we
never have in past days. So shall we
realize more of the possibilities of Chris-
tian character within us, and accom-
plish more of Christlike service without
us, among our fellow-men. And when
0ld Father Time counts off for us our
last year and his inexorable pointer
marks the cloging hour of our earthly
life, we shall simply pass to the Land
where unending years but add to the
beauty and fullness of !ife that never
grows old nor knows decay.

“ was not in his nature to be snper-
1ative In anything; unless, indeed,
he was superlatively middling, the

quint-essential extract of medlocrity.”

This expression occurs in George Eliot's

analysis of the character of Rev. Amos

Barton, curate of Shepperton Church. 1s

it not appropriate of many still, not only

in the ranks of the professional ministry,
but among all men everywhere? It may
be possible for but few to occupy superior
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