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for Me from the Psalms
,h. Study of the Topic for March 7th. P.elm .W.

BY REV. J. H. McARTHUR, S.T.D.
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“ When Adam delved and Eve .span,
Who was then a gentleman,

rhyme, In which they taught the doctrine ofa popular
aTthese folk-songs exerted a wonderful Influence over the

psalms, and of a higher and 
folk-song of our Celtic and 

psalms touched the religious the gar 
While on the one hand the original numbers, 

of the people, on account of sick

lffEUS/Vr'Den=-:r!"0"
rrlson was reduced to litnobler character, than 

Anglo-Saxon ancestors;
Bide of the lfe of the
sentiment of these psalms gr< . o„. r
on the other, they were built up Into their character.

It Is sometimes asserted that in the Prophets God fjPejj't8 
to man, and in the Psalms man speaks to God. But this die- 
tlnrtlon must not be pressed too far. for In theT ® “m Cod 
God speaks to man. In what more effective way could God 
speak to man than through his own exneylence. Oml ip«k| 
to men through their tears and laughter, their hope, and 
Joys, their trials and struggles, and these experiences are 
woven Into the Psalms.

The Historical Books of the Bible, from Genesis to 
Nehemlah, give us a record of the things that to»PPe“e* 
the Israelites; the Psalms give us a record of the things that 
happened within them, that Is, a record of their own inward 
experience. The Historical Books, contain a record of their 
doings; the Prophecies, a record of their preaching; the 
Wisdom Books a record of their thinking; and the Psalms, a 
record of their feelings. The Psalms not only reflect the ex- 

of the Hebrews, but they likewise faithfully reflect 
Here is a mirror which reflects our own 

splrations.
dominant note In the experience of Gods 

find It reflected In these sacred songs?

my in 1689. When 
d to little more than one-half Its 
iny of the survivors were Incapable 
d wounds, when nearly every Ujlng 

mouse and even 
vatlon and

Influential were these 
were the

people. and ma 
ness anrew out of the life thing In the shape of horse, dog, cat. rat, or 

weeds, had been used up for food; when 
stared them In the face, they were still 
their faces God wards, and say.

o’mt
able by faith t

« The Lord of Hosts Is with us;
The God of Jacob is our refuge.

John Wesley «nd hie ‘O-workers were conscious o! the
nresence of God, and he used to say. The best of all la. Uod 
Fs with us." This saying he repeated on his dying bed. A 
little while after he said,

«« The Lord of Hosts Is with us;
The God of Jacob Is our refuge."

Throughout the night he was heard attempting to repeat 
these words, and in the morning he was with God

We too, need the presence of God. not so much to protect 
us against the forces of nature or the hand of man. for these 
forces however malicious at times, cannot injure our char
acter;' but. rather, we need His presence to protect us against 
that spirit of evil which Is able to n.ar our character (See 

h vi 10-12.) We need His presence to Inspire us to holy 
to noble doing, to a life of self-sacrificing to.. »»» 

troubles oppress, when temptations allure when dt'‘T “'»• 
when difficulties baffle, when strength and wisdom fall us, 
then let us seek the Lord as our Helper Let seek to 
experience His presence in our hearts, and to practice His 
presence In our lives.

perlence 
our own experience, 
sentiments and as 

What is the i_.
pie as weancient Epl

livlng.
ibleTHE EXPERIENCE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD?

The Jews were a religious people; they 
presence In every event ; they sought His 
experience. The language of their h

" As the heart panteth after the water brooks,
So panteth my soul after Thee, O God."

recognized God's 
presence In every

cart was.
SUGGESTIONS FOB STUDY.FUBTHER

What splendid hymns In our hymn book are based on the 
psalms. member Qf the prepared to recite any par
ticular psalm, say the 1.. or xxiil, or xxxti., or cxxl., or xlvL,

Which Is your favorite psalm? and why? Quote a favorite
VelCan you And in the psalms a suitable passage which ex
presses your consecration to God?

Lynedoch, Ont.

The psalm which has been chosen as the basis of our 
rlence of God's presence In time 
et forth In the first couplet,

lesson emphasizes the expe 
of need. This doctrine is si

fuge and strength, 
it help in trouble."

“ God Is our re 
A very presen

And this precious thought Is again expressed In the refrain, 
three times repeated,

"Jehovah of hosts Is with 
The God of Jacob is our
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