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any business enterprise. Mr. Hodgetts 
was right. But is this the proper status 
of an association of independent self-re
specting men? Would it not be bettei 
that the association controlled its fin
ances iself, and not lean too much on 
the government for its support? The 
government has a certain well defined 
field of operation in apiculture as well 
as in the other branches of agriculture, 
and in this we believe it has done its 
full duty. But an association of bee 
keepers should pay its own way and pre 
serve the independence of its members. 

* * *
Each member of the O.B K.A. re

ceives the C. B. J. as a premium for his 
membership. This we believe has been 
a long-standing arrangement. The mem
bership is now 321, according to the Di
rectors’ last report. This constitu.es 
but a small portion of our subscrip ion 
list. While the arrangement is perfectly 
satisfactory to us, it must not be con
strued by anyone with a little authority 
that it in anyway compromises our ab 
solute independence. It is well that this 
should be distinctly understood. We be 
lieve that good work for the bee-keepers 
of Ontario—and for Canada, too—can be 
done by this association—but it must be 
kept healthy and independent.

* * *
That our Co-operative campaign is tak

ing hold, the following letter gives strong 
evidence. Great things may be accom
plished in the future if we but take hoid 
with confidence and determination :

Montreal, Dec. 29, ’ll.
I notice in November copy of Can

adian Bee Journal that you are think
ing of organizing a Co op rathe Com
pany for the benefit of l ee-keej ers. 1 
think this would be a spl -ndid thing, 
and would be pleased to act as your 
agent for such a company in Montreal. 
I think I could sell considerable honey 
here as I would run a honey and fruit 
store, and supply the grocers, etc. I

would be able to place considerable 
stock also, as I am well known here, 
and I intend going into tha tee bush 
ness for myself in the immediate fu
ture. Kindly mention my name to ike' 
board and you might also s-y that in 
the event of my getting the agency I 
would take stock in the company my
self. I am yours truly, B.
The above letter is a private one, 

therefore, we are not at liberty to give 
the writer’s name at present.

* * *
Among the numerous specialized indus

tries which are taking root and which 
promise a large measure of success on 
many of the irrigation projects of the Re- 
clamation Service is the production of 
honey.

During a recent trip covering nearly 
all of the reclamation projects, the Sts- 
tistican of the Reclamation Service at 
Washington, D.C., made an investigation 
of this industry. On a large number of 
the projects the apiaries were only just 
being established. Those which had been 
in operation a year or more almost with
out exception reported an abundance of 
food for bees, favorable climatic condi
tions, and a very fine grade of homy for 
whioh there was a good demand. The 
white sage honey was an especial favorite 
on the coast.

As the cultivated acreage increases on 
the projects, adding large areas of al
falfa and clover, orchards and small froi.s, 
the food supply will take care of more 
bees. The development of agriculture of 
course promotes the growth of towns and 
villages, and creates a home market. In 
most sections the supply has not kept 
up with the demand. By oo-o| eration 
among apiarists to produce best grades 
and to create new markets through in
telligent advertising, bee culture will be
come one of the most profitable indus
tries in the desert country. As every
thing in the arid country is tending to 
specialization, the bee-men must get to
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