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them up and see gxaçtly how much 
wax they would average to the comb. 
A number'of these combs were in some 
of the queen less colonies mentldned In 
last Issue, and were for the most part 
old and black and filled with pollen to 
quite an extent. The combs were ail 
broken up and brought home, and In 
Just a little over three hours from the 
time we started melting operations we 
had 71 pounds of good yellow wax 
ready for the market. The combs aver­
aged a trifle over one-half of wax each. 
Since then I notice in “Gleanings" that 
Mr. J. E. Crave claims to average one- 
half pound of wax from each L. comb 
that he melts up, so from the fact that 
my combs are considerably larger than 
the L. frame, I conclude that there is 
quite a lot of wax that I am not get­
ting. In contrast with Mr. Crane's ex­
perience it was with much Interest that 
I read what that Well-known bee-keep­
er of New York. Mr. F. Greiner, has 
to say about melting up old combs, in 
the columns of the “American Bee 
Journal." After telling of melting up 
some old combs and other scraps, Mr. 
Greiner has come to the follow­
ing conclusions: “1 am getting

"pretty fair pay for my time when 
making wax, but I am getting 
very little for the combs treated. 
In other words,, the wax I am able to 
make only Just pays for thp time It 
takes to get it. I can make but about 
three runs with the German steam 
wax-extractor, and the amount of wax 
at the end of the day will be about 15 
pounds. It is am ussy Job, and I would 
gladly give anj^ man half or more of 
the wax that he might be able to boil, 
squeexe, extract or gfet in any way out 
of the stuRi providing I had nothing to 
do about It. It is detestable work, any­
way. Such scraps as can be rendered 
by the solar machine I am willing to 
work over, but this old-comb business 
I would like to get rid of. I think I 
shall build a large solar extractor and

make my wax so In the future. I don't 
expect to obtain very much that way, 
but it will be nice, and there will he 
less disagreeable work and waste of 
time."

Mr. Greiner further states that ,-ia 
some seem to be able to get coneldv - 
able wax out of old combs, such per­
sons are the ones that should do ihc 
work, and that he for one would ,te 
contented with a small portion of the 
wax obtained from his old combs.

We don't pretend to be able to handle 
old combs better than any one else, but 
my! I wish I had all the old combs 1 
could handle to work into wax for one- 
quarter of the product. Honey-pro- 
duclng would not be in It In the mailer 
of money-making! Fifteen pounds n 
day! Thanks for the first definite j 
statement to date as to capacity of the 
German wax-press. Talk of the pa­
tience of Job! Any man who will | 
work all day for 15 pounds of wax,' and 
keep his patience, deserves to have his 
name Inscribed on the list of immortal». 
With my old wash-boiler and the Gem- 
mill press if I canot render 16 pound» I 
with a cipher at the end of it In a dav 
I will—well, I'll stop melting up old I 
combs and burn them at once and be I 
done with It. As to the solar extractor I 
Mr. Greiner purposes making, would I 
say that the one I have Is never used. I 
as I even run the cappings through the] 
press with the best of satisfaction.

Honey Dew.
ôrdinarlly, we don't like to sec any­

thing In the nature of hqney dew helm 
brought Into the hives. This year 
secretion appeared on the elm leave 
during the period preceding clover, aa 
as the l?eee were next to starving, tb 
honey dew was quite acceptable, at I 
helped to keep brood-rearing going i 
Just here It may not be out bf pit 
to say that in our immediate l ocaliQ 
the season has been almost a toi 
blank. Fruit-bloom, dandelion and
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