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NOTE AND COMMENT.

The new Hebrides have become famous
through the story of John G. Paton, His
work began at Tanna in 1858, and no
Christian Endeavor Society should be be-
yond the meach of those wonderful
triumphs of the Gospel as told by Dr.
Paton,

Spurgeon once said to a young preacher,
his kinsman, “William, never use a hard
word when you write or speak if you can
possibly find an easy one to express the
thought.”” Tt was good advice, and his
own power was largely due to the extreme
simplicity of his words and style.

The average income of the 340 con-
gregations of the Presbyterian Church
in England is 700 pounds sterling, and
the average membership 250. The com-
municants have inereased from 51,013, in
1876, to 85,215: and the available num-
ber of sittings from 134,145 to 175,682,
In 1876, the value of the Church’s pro-
perty was O73,485 pounds sterling: today
it is estimate] at 2,434,260 pounds ster-
ling.

The difficulty of getting suitable men
as Synod evangelists in the English 1'res-
byterian Church has of late years been
ircreasing, as ministers are unwilling to
leave their cougregations for the length
of time required. It is now proposed
greatly to increase the number of missions,
g0 that one or two missions at the most

~in the year will be all that will be re-
quired of each minister,

Liquor sellers in many places in this
province have decided to raise their
prices.  We see no objection to this. The
man that spends all the money he can get
his hands on for drink will be &0 much
the hetter off the less he gets for his
money, and the more moderate man may
drink a little less when prices are doubled.
Of course, no one ever supposed that li-
quor cost anything near like what was
paid for it even under the old prices.
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Not long before his death the late Car-
“inal Manning said:  “For thirty-five
vear T have been priest and bishop in
London, and now T approach mv eightieth
vear, and have learned ®ome lessons; and
the fact is this: the chief bar to the wortk-
ing of the Holy Spirit of God in the
sonls of men and women, is intoxicating
liquor. T know of no antagonist to the
Good Spirit more direct, more  subtle,
more stealthy, more  ubiguitous  than
irtoxicating drink.”

Mr, Rohert B. Speer, of the American
Preshyterian Board of Foreign Missions,
has comniled a table which shows the
rate per memb ¢ of contributions made
last vear hy tne principal ehurches in
the United States to the work of evan-
gelizng the heathen,  The showing is as
follows: Methodist, 45 cents per eapita
ner annum: Fpiscopalians, 48 conts: Bap-
tists, 6% cents: Preshyterians, $1.04: Con-
mregationalists, $1.11: Reformed, $1.25:
United Preshyterians, $1.77.

The Torrey-Alexander meetings in Phil-
adelnhia have come to a close,  Ilive
thousand converts in all are veported, and
it is said that =othing hke the prewnt
religions awakening has been seen sinee
the Moody and Sankey meetings in the
seventies. The crowds attending were so
Targe that they could not all he accom-
modated, even in monster over-flow meet-
inee. D, Torrev announces himself a«
deeply gratified at the results, The Of-
tawa committee are perfecting all new
rreparations for the visit of the Evengel-
ists to the city.

The Rev. Dr. Campbell Moyzan has pro-
mised to preach the sermon at the World's
Sumday School Convention at Rome, to he
held in May next. Plans for the holding
of the great convention are heing pushed
through. The Central Office in Boston in
timates that there is every prospect of a
large contingent going from America.

The Tondon Times' annual summing wup
of church statistiocs may be taken as, in
the main, fairly accurate,  According to
it, the Congregational churches have
made a net increase for the past year of
16,434, having now a membership of
470112, The Baptists have gained
31,752, and report a present membersh
of 426,563, The Methodists have 185,
AR5 places of worshin, with 954,204 mem-
bers and nearly twice as many Runday-
schools scholars,  There s no data to
hand to show the increass in *he Preshy-
terian hody during the past year, but
in the past thirty years it has cained
seventy-nine churhss and inereasel its
membersh'p ahout sixty per cent,

The Mormons, whatever their faults, are
certainly “hustlers.” They claim to have
2000 missionaries in the field, 1400 of
them being in the Southern States. They
also say that they have made 20.000 con-
verts in a year. We fancy that either this
estimate is a large one or that some of
their converte do not stay made, They
are working in many foreign countriea.
At a recent conference in Berlin 125 mis-
sionaries at work thronghout the German
empire were in attendance. The Mormons
are “worth watching” wherever they are;
they are also worthy of imitation in some
things also. The Mormon question is in:
teresting to Canadians hecause of the large
colony of this pecnliar people now settled
in Alberta.

The future of Protestantism may be a
little brighter than that of Romanism in
France, saye the Christian Oheerver, Still
there are features of uncertainty in re-
gard to Protestantism. Fist of all, Pro
testantiem is numerically weak, and by no
means rich in this world’s goods. Per-
hans not more than twe of the forty-five
millions in France are Protestant., Tn ad-
dition. the Protestants are divided into
several hodies.  The Reformed Church
which had connection with the State, is
divided Between the liberal and conserva-
tive types of doctrine. The Free Reform-
ed Church is quite weak, vet. will not feel
the recent legislation =0 much bhecanse it
never received State aid. The McAll Mis-
«ion and other Protestant hodies have heen
at work in France for some time. Still for
A long time Protestantism will have a
struggle in France,

A summary of the results of missions
to the islands may not he am'ss,  Heath-
enism with its most degrading and super-
stitious ohservanes has  practieally  dis-
anveared from every island and group to
which the Gospel has been carmed.
Wherever the Gospel has come, civiliza-
tion and commerce have followed in its
train. That civilization alone could not
aceomplish this result is seen from the
influence of non-Christian civilization in
the rum traffic which, in spite of legisla-
tion prohibiting it, is  carried  on.
herever the Gosnel has gone edueation
has followed,  The chapel and school
Fouse stand by side over the wide Pacifie.
Christianity has endeavored to secure n
trained native ministry, and colleges and
institutions are found everywhere, Statis-
fics are not wanting to show the wonder-
ful miracles of grace upon these islands
and wnon individnals.  God has visited
the isles with Fis salvation.

It is not optional whether you pay for
the support of the Gospel and the minis-
ters thereof, God has made that as much
an obligation as praying. Fven the ox
that trod out the corn was not to he rauz-
zled. He that tends a flock may h_ cxpect-
ed to live of the flock—it is his rig's

Western Christian Advocate:  Intelli-
gence, like wealth, is often acquired by
long and determined effort. Unlike riches
it can not be inherited. Some may be
fortunate in inheriting a good start., hut
information and the practice of thought

United Preshyterian:  Some churches
are trving to save the world with the
devil's tools, and when the tools wear out
they get a new aet, but somehow the
Lily of the Valley firoops and the Rose of
Sharon fails to hloom. No one can eulti-
vate the Lord's field with Satan’s methods.

Preshyterian Witness: God for we all,
and we all need one another. Tt is thus
life is sweetened and brightened until the
last. All bitterness, all strife of classes,
Al greed of uninst  gain must surely be
denrecated: and the golden rule must he
followed. the rule of doing to others as
we would have others do to us.

Herald and Presbyter:—Heaven 1nd
the everlasting life at God's right hand
are the nleasures that are to he the con-
summation of the Christian's life of ‘ai‘h
and love. The soul that huneers and
thirsts for the things of God shall know
what it is to be spiritually filled end
natisfied.

Werald and Preshyvter: “Fnoch walked
with God three hundred vears” Such a
hich and holy walk, with such a divine
companion. continued without any weari-
ness for three hundred years, is a miracle
of divine grace. of which we have no sim-
ilar record. The age was an age of apos-
tasy. There was little to sustain and much
to iniure his pietv: but he waited npon
Tehovah—he walked with God, and his re-
ligion suffered no declension.

The Foreign Missions report occupics
118 pages of the newly-issuad Synod's
“Blue-hook™ of the Preshyterlan chureh
in Eugland. The growth of the work in
China has been verv encouraging. The
communicants in 1855 numbered 25: in
1876 thev had inereased to 1.074: at the
end of 1905 they had grown to 9573,
The nmnber of mission agents has in-
creased fivefold since 1876, and the num-
her of congregations (now 306 fourfold.
The native pastors, evangelists, and
feackers have inereased from 49 to 1385,
The work is evidently interesting, fruit-
ful. and full of promise,

Maritime Bantist: Quite possibly minis-
ters do not always do as much as they
might do to enconrage and develop the
helnfulness of their people. The pastor
has often a laree field for the exerciee of
generalshin. Was it not Mr. Moody who
said that it is much better for a minister
to et ten men to work than to do the
work of ten men himself? To he ahle to
make the conditions favorable for helpful-
ness on the part of his people, to set them
and keen them at work without friction,
is for the rastor ane of the highest tests
of abilitv. But it should not be fargotten
that, whether or not the pastor
Taree nowers of generalshin, there will al-
ways he many onnortunities for helning
him and for servine the cause of which
the great Cantain of onr salvation is the
Wead and the Tnspiration.

Pettor a oling and a few stones from
tha hrook than the armor of Saul to one
who knows not how to use it,




