
THE MEN OF THE NINETIES

HhImt of the Hliyim-iV C'luh IxHiks and as the

insiu'r of J(»lin Gmv's first volunu' of |MRtry,

biltliopliilfs «»wc a debt <»f f^ratitudc. In the

early (lays of the nineties Mr. 'Tohii I^tiic

btH-aiiif asMMiattfl with liiiii, until tin- autiiniii

of lHy4 witnessed ' Parnassiiy divided into

two |>caks/ Ijiter, after the Wilde debficlc,

an extraordinary (ifjtire, worthy of a ronianee,

in the person of the late lx>onard Sixithcrs,

who was at one time in the lej^al profession

at SheHield, took the field as a publisher bv

way of II. S. Nichols. He was no mere pub-

lisher but n mail of consideraljle scholarship,

who not only issued but finished the Sir Richard

Hurton translation of Catullus. Hound him,

t(» H considerable extent, the vanishinj? group

rallied for a little while before Death smote

them one by one. Here is no place to pay

due justice to this amiable Benvenuto Cellini

of book printing himself, but it must be re-

meinlH.-rcd bis figure bulks largely in the closing

scenes. He kept Dowson from starvation.

Beardsley wrote of him as 'our publisher.''

He, when othei-s failed, had the courage to

' It is interestinff ttiat in an iinpulilishcd letter of
Hciinlsley's to Sinitlirrs when tlie latter was intending
to prodiii-c '/'/.( I'enrock, an unpublished Jiuartcrly,

Ik-ardsley promises him liis best work.


