transferved the vivaley of these two centers from the country
to that on the upper portion of the Churel River

In 18504 and 1505 David Thompson. on behalf of the North-West Com
pany, wis trading and surveying on the Churehill River as far downstream
as Southern Indian Lake, which was as far as he ever deseended,  Duy
ing this season and the preceding twelve vears he had made track surveys
cheeked by g
1o this lake from its threee principal sourees, one at the head of the Beaver
River, near Lae la Biche (34%, Noand 112 W and the others in Methye
and Wo

ot numbers of astronomieal observations, o

ston Lakes,  He never had the opportunity «

portion of the viver from Southern Indian Lake down to

In the winter of 18041505 Thompson was opposed in tl fur trad
by his old sehoolmate George Charles of the Hudson's Bay Company. who
like himself, had received a radimentary education in surveving at the G
Coat School in London, though there is no published record that he ever
made use of his early training

1

At that time there were three fur-trading posts on this lower

of the Churehill River, namely (Southern ) Indian Lake, Granvill
Musguawegun, and Nelson House William (r‘lxv\“. afterwards so well

known in conneetion with the Hudson's Bay Company’'s affairs in British
Columbia, was in charge for the North-West Company at Indian Lake
David Thompson for the same company at Musquawegun, and George

Charles for the Hudson's Bay Company at Nelson House

The following aceount of an ineident which ocenrred durving the previ
ous year in the conduet of the fur trade at Nelson House is given in Thomp

son’'s own words

Ot In tl ning pa ) tt \\} ( t 1 ” f 1
1 Dupl I ned tl ' 1 it
tv ot t Mr, Clark Tepn It I ) no od b t th a
nl o | ok 1 the ! ntain beave that anot
( \ tolen out « tent in the night pr to t
| ‘ hosmall hand f ntl u he o it 1
Pupl I'l Il the prog It ' I il tak to ( to |
tried as ( I for the al tion bt that he Mr. ( i ruled t notion
18 t thinking it m ( n t
But uy e arrival of Mr. Linklater & it the Fueto Fort Chur 1 th oir
' tions to the Tra there got 1 P I 4
Duplein, commanding all persons that should be found | nt to I ¥ ng
the said | Duplein In e | 1 | th
ter ha r settled their afMairs and ready to return to the Factory, the nvited Loui
Duplein to breakfast, wi tation like a blockhend he pted (for they had no
ntention of entering e N, W, Co's House to seize hin At breakfast they asked
Lounis Duplein if he actually t | f tl thove s fr Mr. Clarke, to
hich he replied in the afirmative, owning his g t and offering to pa f the skin
on the spot Having thus deelared mself g ty the ( ged to s him and
put his hands in irons hey then embarked him, leaving orders th their elerk ot
homg = r sof t ‘




