feel sure that lt npmly

—that politics; iutwﬂsa. {

ical interference, will not be: t

|THORNTON in his conduct  of o\);n

1 President THORNTON, it Be n ;
spoke like a man without too much Meo in.prom-
ises, ‘given.him that: )ulmc -ownerlmﬁ*'gh to have a
\“fair’ trigl” He -seemed | hnnnmwﬂm ‘the
politicians un’jantgp&;hat he ‘took if for.

'they “meant™ What they said, that he would
‘technieamm to’ qualify tHéir mqm“ngzm that, he
| was calling upon the. publié as an mbm,uur make
| them uve P tgqthnlr pledge. ‘

Al "h to the good.

‘alwhyu"' : . ,
to q:lf--‘»
EDHCY collasgues.. Sir!
Huvu 'i‘xmmn,nigg_ 7, entertains l!mllar doubts.
He may have all thsrm in the world in Mr.: ﬁme,
but he is: wé,gcute, nbt to. perceive that there is &
strong anti-public ownership wing in the wnﬁtb..
and that,. nndor onrnwstql of Gonmmelt. by ﬁﬁ
one hand ‘of the Cn.ﬁi‘n ﬁ-aimenuy otf kmw what
the other hand is about, a “fair trigl” iu might
easily degenerate into a mere mask for interference
of political and other character that might prohibit 'a
public ewnership success. - One hu but to recall Sen-
ator Dmonunna amazing. lpnch to Quebec electors—
in whigh, as a member of.the Government, he ‘sought
to rally Quebec to put down public ownership—or the
recent pamphlet clrculated by Liberals in the riding of .
Lanark—when Government railway contracts were |
‘promised the riding in the event of a leenl victory-
to realize the danger. - £+4]

Sir Henry THORNTON is arming himself .against
this peril.. He has received a promise of non-in‘er-
ference from the Government; he has Served notice
upon it that he expects it: to keep the letter and the
spirit of its. wo;'d, and he has. call,d the public as a
witness to what he has been promised ‘and expects.

Hetlceforward, President TrorNToN Will be judged
by results alone. He takes over the National lines at
a time when as he generously admits the spade-work
has been done, when operating deficits are giving way
to surplusses, when practlcal‘oﬂdulco ha- been pro-
‘duced that nationalintion can be made a success. If
he can drive home the victory, can turn the Cundian
National Rulways into’ &' national asset, can help
solve the transportation pmblcm ‘of the country—and
it is the greatest probtem vo havHo wm mform a
splendld task.

For the moment. the only advice we venture to
offer him is that, having said enough of the right
thing in the right way—the most ardent public-owner-
ship enthusiast could not have sald it in a better way
—he proceed to fulfill his promlse to let hls acts revea.l i
his calibre from now on. - |
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