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LETTERSBelly aches, Go Go danchg
TV sets bad 
standard

So I’ve been rejected.
Stared across at the blue eyes 

in front of me and poured my heart 
out. Said everything I’ve been 
thinking and feeling for the past few 
days. And I must admit it felt good 
to be saying everything instead of 
just inwardly worrying about it all.

But now here I sit two days 
later. Rejectecled.

I’ve just 
hung up the 
phone, wonder­
ing if the bank 
hires their staff

But I'm not trying to make 
myself into a martyr. I knew going 
into my summer job what my wages 
would be.

of advertising for the event. I’m not 
involved with CFS and I’m not
working to organize the protest.

I’m just a student.
The thing that pisses me off 

about this day is that there arc so
many students involved in it — but hard not to flip on a television set 
chances are that their voices will in the evening without seeing some- 
remain ignored as they have for a one bedding someone else. What’s 
number of years. even more frightening is that many

Think about it. Two years ago of these television characters hap- 
the DSU drove students to the polls pen to play roles on some of the 
to get university students put on the most popular shows, 
political agenda. This past October, 
student leaders spent a week in Ol- watch as much TV as I used to, but 
tawa lobbying and laying bricks on when I do watch I'm more inclined 
Parliament Hill for the “Education to tune out than tune in. Take Ally

McBcal for example. How many

Right now I have two part 
time jobs, and as of a few minutes 
ago, I’m looking fora third. I’ve just 
decided that there won't he any of 
this wussy stuff for a job. I’m gonna 
be a go-go dancer at the Palace, I’ll

LONDON, ON (CUP) — It’s targeted to a more mature side of 
society.

Today’s shows arc aimed at 
the 18-30 demographic. And while 
no one would justify sleeping 
around by saying that Ally McBcal 
sleeps around, if one sees enough 
of it on every network and in mov­
ies one begins to think, “everyone 
does it, why shouldn’t I?”

When was the last time you 
watched a movie or TV show that

EDITORIAL Now I must admit, 1 don't

on the basis of 
their syrupy, 
candy-coated
voices or does it just come with 
practice?

Builds a Nation” campaign.
Yet here we are, students in sexual partners has she had? Is she 

debt and throats sore from all of the what you would call a role model?
In what has become a dislurb-

featured a happily married couple? 
Never mind seeing a married cou­
ple getting passionate with one an­
other instead of getting passionate 
with someone else on the sly.

Television has evolved im­
mensely since its early years. It’s too 
bad viewers haven’t become as so­
phisticated. Instead of demanding 
quality programming we gel mind­
less tripe with the biggest mystery 
being who will sleep with who. 
How intriguing.

When the family unit disin­
tegrates in the next 30 years we can 
all reminisce about the good old 
days, how things were so much bet­
ter in the ’90s and the year 2000. 
Then we can look back and know 
television started the trend.

be sure to make my rent in a week 
of doing that. Only problem is that 
I’m barely coordinated enough to 
catch a baseball, let alone dance 
around a pole erotically without 
tearing my little uniform — but 
maybe that would work in my fa­
vour.

1 applied for a student line of 
credit the other day alter realizing 
that if I wanted to pay rent, food, 
tuition, and not just master my 
Scrabble skills every Saturday 
night. I'd need some more money.

I guess the problem started 
this past summer. See, I worked for 
the university. Any of you who did 
the same — and I know there arc 
quite a few of us — can probably 
understand my problem pretty eas­
ily. The rest of you who were smart 
enough to bypass the whole "giv­
ing back to the university thing” 
congratulations. (But 1 could prob­
ably beat you at Scrabble.)

It's a little ironic — you work 
for the university for a summer in 
order to pay everything right back 
to the school and then find yourself 
stuck halfway through the year, ap­
plying and being rejected for a line 
of credit.

yelling we’ve been doing.
I've found it so amazing to ing trend in our society the media, 

talk to people involved in organiz- and more specifically television, 
ing the February 2 student protest, has normalized what once was con- 
The excitement on their faces is sidcred immoral behaviour. Multi-
overwhelming and their obvious pie partners and lack of commit- 
support for thousands of students ment are standard fare for many 
they don't know is inspiring. So if primetime TV shows. It’s too bad. 
my cynicism has overshadowed 
this, then I feel like one of those

But after the jokes arc told 
and you’ve gone home and I'm ly­
ing in my room alone, it's no longer 
funny. Things arc a little scarier with 
the lights turned off and no one to 
hear my poor student one liners.

The truth of the matter is that 
I’m not alone. How many countless 
numbers of students arc making the 
same jokes 1 am?

1 wrote an article last week 
about the upcoming Access 2000 — 
a full Hedged walkout to address the 
f inancial concerns of most students. 
I wrote the article but didn't quite 
get it until right now, heard the 
words spoken without understand­
ing them. This isn't a shameless spot

I suppose TV has always been 
that way. Those sappy afternoon 

horrible people who never let you soaps always had cheating, lying
and scandal as part of their 
storylines. And shows like Dallas 

People are always saying uni- and Falcon Crest, popular evening 
versity students are in the prime of soaps, had the same garbage, 
their lives, and I’m not denying that

— I laugh so much some difference: how many impression- 
days that my stomach hurts at the able young minds actually watched 
end of the day.

It just seems funny that it 
needs to be interrupted with go go 
dancing.

dream. But maybe that’s what we 
need right now.

But there was one significant
we arc

John Saidthose shows? Those shows were

A case for
religionAmy Durant

Comments ?
email your comments to: 

gazette @ is 2. dal. ca 
or Rm 312 SUB

I felt compelled to write this 
article after reading the opinions 
page of the Gazette a few weeks 
ago. The article dealt with the ills 
of “organized religion” and pro­
posed that as an institution, the 
Christian church has little to do with 
faith and should have little to do 
with politics. It also suggested that 
religion is a hindrance to independ­
ent thought. These are questions I 
have toiled with personally and 
have come to some of my own con­
clusions.

there is a problem with a “hierar­
chy that takes control of education 
and influences government with 
fear and manipulation.” This is a 
great contrast to the ministry of Je­
sus, who ultimately left the choice 
up to the individual and never co­
erced people to follow. Actually, he 
made it difficult to believe and lead 
a holy life, pleasing to God. The 
Apostle Paul contends that Chris­
tians arc to he "subject to the gov­
erning authority. For there is no au­
thority except from God, and the 
authorities that exist are appointed 
by God.” At the same time, the 
Christian’s role as a good citizen is 
to be knowledgeable of politics 
enough to he the conscience of the 
stale.

First, although faith is a 
deeply personal thing, Christianity 
is a religion of fellowship — a com­
munity of believers that need each 
other’s prayers and help. The rea­
son I believe this strongly is that in 
those awkward years of my early 
teens, when my father walked out 
on my family, I personally felt 
God’s love extended to me in the 
comfort of the local church. I also 
saw role models in the selfless na­
tures of the youth pastor and men 
there that helped me in developing 
into adulthood.

These experiences alone al­
low me to look past all the imper­
fections, failures and divisions in 
the church, and see it as the beauti­
ful society Christ set in motion 
some 2000 years ago. The capabili­
ties that come with an organized 
group of people that have the same 
purposes in life are quite incredible 
when you look at the expression of 
humanitarianism the church has had 
globally by living out Christ’s great­
est commandment of love. In fact, 
governments have come to count on 
the church to relieve some countries 
ol some of their social ills.

The church’s relationship to 
the stale is the issue about which 
Patrick Blackie was speaking in his 
article (the Gazette, 13 Jan. 2000).
I agree with him in the sense that
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When this doesn’t happen, 

terrible things can occur — like the 
Lutheran Church in Germany, who 
after misinterpreting Martin 
Luther's teachings on the authority 
ol the state, sat back when the Nazi 
movement committed all its crimes 
against humanity.

This may also be an example 
of a church that blindly followed, 
instead of being led by their hearts 
and thinking for themselves. There 
have been many great writers, art­
ists and scientists who were people 
of faith, as well as being great 
minds. At this point, I would have 
to disagree with Mr. Blackie’s 
premise that organized religion is 
opposed to independent thought. 
The Bible teaches that one should 
work out one's own salvation, and, 
as Revi Zacharius said, “what one 
believes in their heart also makes 
sense in their mind and conversely 
what makes sense in one’s mind 
needs to be embraced by the heart.”

This is genuine faith — a faith 
that is built up by others.
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