by Abul Salek

What is the most dreadful word
in a student’s life? Quick, you've
got 10 seconds to answer,

No, it’s not “tuition”, it’s “dead-
line”. Meeting a deadline could be
deadly—and if you can’t, you are
dead!

Well, almost. Forget about those
grumpy Math professors who assign
straight zero for assignments late
by two seconds, even if they grace-
fully put a 30 point deduction for
late submission it means you have

Meeting deadlines is deadly

to work extra hard to break even.

- Some people find it real hard. At

least my friend did.
- That’s why he rushed to me like a
storm in the middle of a Saturday
night and begged "Please, please,
please, help me out. | got a dead-
line.” '
~"A deadline? Of what, when,
why?”, was my dismayed reply.
My "why” was legitimate because
1 always viewed Saturday night as a
neutral zone where there should
be no pressure of a midterm, or no
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threat of a deadline. | suppose | was
wrong. -

"It’s a programming assignment,
due 12 midnight, tonight!” he
‘announced. (What is it, a KGB
project?!)

- Computers must have brought
about lots of "goodies” for us but |
can see at lest one ill impact it has
on students life. My friend seems to

-be a potential victim of it. His
assignment has to be computer
submitted and that darn machine
will register the time to the nearest
hundredth of a second-no matter

- how much he smiles at it or be nice.
And- no chance of slipping the
assignment under the professor’s
door and the next day arguing with
him that you really submitted on
time, he just wasn’t there!

Well, what can I do? He has got a
deadline and | don’t want to be a
dead person’s friend. We have got
exactly 40 minutes left. So hurry,
hurry, hurry.

Actually, he did write a program,

- but it seems to be infested with so
many “bugs” that the program
refuses to run. Maybe it has to
comply with health regulations, too!

”l was gonna use a Superstore
bug killer, but | thought | might as
well call the Ultimatum,” said he.
One wierd thing about these
gullible engineering students is.
that they believe the computing’
science guys know everything. Or,
maybe that they pretend to believe
it when they need their work done.

Finally, after fixing the program,
beating the deadline and shivering
through theseason’s first wet snow,
on our way home we met a rowdy
crowd.

I said, "Obviously, some people
do not have to meet a-deadline.”

"They are the artsies,” he replied.
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