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*Lately we have betu assailed, even abused, byfrecasts of
impedingnuclear blight and by 'nwshrom c u cokoo-

lami pSictonsthat if the vwod does not serie irs
differeioes, immedistely, we ail shalh perish, immediately.

This is probably true. Hoever, that is nu re*ýon for
eveg mto becpam bighly emotionI addepresedi, >match
in the arretas and chant siogans and profanities at out public
representatves, to print and distribute propaganda damning
the i evitability of self -destructi~ve capitalism or the horrors 0f
deah camps in the primitive datlwess of the Soviet Union,
and sa nand so forth.

Beyond dhe clairvoyant radical fringe, whih would be, is,
km tbut for vague concerus for the future of the workl, there is
room for optimism.

To begin: even in todays restiéss, faithless world, moré-
people in poor, underdcveloped third world nations wildie of
staivation dian would ail of us, well fed- but irsecure, in a
nuclear accident (which is more probable a way to go thon
nudear war, 1 think).,

More specifically, even as -you read this, 500 million
POt-aple are wasting frein famine in onc place or another, 100
million of diese are children; 30 million wilI dit by 1986.

Compare the"e nurubers with Dr. Helen CaldicottCs
gloomy prediction, baséd un tde effects of a major (class IX)
nudecar accident in the U.$.:

"A plameo! radiodctivefadl-ow couiddconiaminatea
lnd mass thb. me of Penniyvansrs andi produce the
foUîouin diseases, gis'en tbe exposore of a population of
luis milison people (at ibis lime 30 million A mericans
fi" utbin 30 miles of a ntlcear reactor). Approximately
3,300 people uwosd die witbin -the first'several drsys;
others woald fnl normal for two to six uteeks but deatb

touli ensae after vomtiing. body diarrbea, bair loss
and mos~Ut,,# ectionî afL~ernuinalbemorrboge.

This disease is caed-<acuie radiation ili twss ansd
could affect 10,OOOîo 1004W0 peo ple.

Forsyfive 1bousand f 4-ients would detelo> severe
sbortness of brp4tb; 240,000,others coulti d e >iacute

bypotbyroidsn s:cetdol7y b îbyroid rLiWagt4!oýn
radioactive iodmne.

Approexi mate ly 350,000 males andi 40,000 to
100,000Ofem<des would develop steriity. There would be
approxima:ely 3,000 spontaneous abortions, 1,500 cases
of microepbly, or babies born wii1b :iny beatis,
permanendly retardeti.-

Approximately 300,000 cases of cancer would
develop fie tb 50 years afier the accident and some
30,000 genetic abnormalities would become apparent
over th.e nexî 150 years un future generalions. "

At the outside, that ail cornes to 1,172,'800 people. But
that's just Americans. The Soviet Union, China, Great Britain,
France, India, Israel, South Africa, Pakistan, Canada, West
Germany, Japan, Sweden, and Switzerland, among others,
have and ,use nuclear power plants, ail capable of wreaking
death and destruction upon tbemselves.

(Suddenly, there is optimism in the famine angle; after
ail, those whQ don't starve to death won't likely die of radiation
cîther, beinig as rhey are quite fartrmoved ftroi the centers of
civilizationi

Another cause for anxiety hais xi the neutron bomb.
But try looking at ià trom an optimistic, moral, Christian
standpoint. in TheChristian Tradition-of Warfare" Thomas
Murray wrote in the early 1960's:

" .. otà ew bave expresseti serions doubts as Io
wbet ber- there is sucb a îbsng as a traditi on of civilizeti
utarfare.

But wbile upboldïig îbe legitimacy af the military
fonction andi the miliary profession in socieîy,
Cbristianity caîegorically rejecteti the barbaric idea that
the use of mîitary force is not subjeci 10 any moral
resîraints. A sharp distinction was- drawn between the
'just tour," fou gbt to vindicate juridical rights, and the
'"unjust tour," launcheti for adventure, plunder, or

laditoral lot. Te fundaionforibi dotrie ws

of thgerun c ftionti eePoeaof d the condt eauct of

Western military tradition toas the protective wall which
was erecteti arounti civilian populations anti peaceful

activities - a wvat whicb -military mons observet for
several centuries wiîb renzarkabie fidelly.'

Thus, another individual, a gentleman. andi the fatber of
the neutron bomb Mr. Samuel T. Cohen, was asked once by His
Holiness Pope jo;hn Paul Il if " ... you ... are working for peace?"

1I (Cohen speaking) assureti him 1'wàs, as best 1 coulti in
my oWn way.-
î*, Back in bis role as a weapons anaI3ýst, Cohen said the

fieutron bomb was the ultimate, moral deteèrrenit to war.-'Used
in conjunction with barriers designedto prevent incursions
into Western Europe and other, areas tbreatened by invasiïon,
these weapons can speak for the determination of free nations
to remain f ree while sparing 'civilian populations andi peaceful
activities' from the carnage anti destruction whicb have
accompanieti warfare even sirice ativances in destructive
weapons mnate it possible to batter down the walls.- (from
-'MoraIity andi the Neutron Bomb" National Reviewv August 8,
1980).

If that won't do for you, there is another,- Christian,
alternative outlook on buman survival and nuclear weapons.,
The esteel'ned pacifise (if there is sucb a tbing) Dr. Carl-
Friedrich von Weizsaecker, visiting the University of Albera
recently, acquainted us witb the definitive contemporary olti
school Christian ethos: submit to the usaholy forces o.f evil and
darkness.- , the Soviet Union and other Marxistr-inspired
States) providing "you'-cari sustain the' neÉessary. 7noral
firmament to indure anti be saveti, eventually, from unüÉold
suffering, brutal anti unceasing persecution, ànti other
unpleasantries the avoidance of wbich bas been the usual
rationale for deterrant nuclear weapons. No matter, says Dr.
von Weizsacker; these are bis terms for unilateral disarma-
ment.

To end on a pessimistic point: reflect on the phenomnena
of mutually assured arms controls agreements., For manriyars
the Americans andi the Russians bave misled great numLzrs of
the public by non-negotiating arms limitations pacts. As
describeti b) Net ii ek's Mee Greenfield:

"You begani (SALI 1)> wtb a reasonable -effort to limit
those tbings th.it cin bée limiited, which is ro say seen and
counted -i.e. launchers [in this case medium range nuclezar
missiles in anotherj. You then bave< a race to see how much
(before the next bistoric accord) you can pile onto eacb
launcher in the way of Mulltiple warheads etc ... You end up
witb weapons so loadeti for bear that you need to protect them
at ail costs from attack - ergo, MX, the monster, movable
(fugitive?) missile that no one wants bitiden in bis basement."

If you thînk that s tiepressing: we bave more immediate
problems witb the madman Colonel Kadaffi running 'about
looking for attention. One of tbese.days he'll make bis point -
with a bang, Greenfielti notes. Tbat s depressing.

Peter Michalyshyn
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In the movie AnnwielHal,
Woody Allen tells the story of twO
womnen at a resort. One was

complaining to the other about
how terrible the food was. The
other replied: "Yes, and such.
small prtionstoo!" Woody Allen
concludes by saying that is how he
essentially eit life was like: full of
horrible, terrible things and over
much too quîckiy.

The Gateway has been
demnonstrating undeniably poor
quality. And now, it cornes only
once a week.

Simnone Gareau
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LETTIERS
Letters tu, the Editor sbuuld be a
maximum of 250 - ords un 'any
subject, regardless of how muchyu
normally run off at the mu6uth.Te
fact that you are hot under the cullar
ducsn't impress us in the slihtest.

lsosastic, disjointed and semi-
inelgbewriting is pure migraine to

read, and should be saved tor yuur
professôrs, who deserve it. Thirdly,
the statement -1 think' is 'jtar
theury, andi considering the evidenc -
3,877 predictable letters on every
subject - a rather dubious th;eor7.
Finally, we réserve the right toha
chop or ihred any windy, illiterate or
dcfamatory correspondence. Further-
mure, if you persist in sending us such
diatribes Gaieway special assistants
Vito andi Ernie wil I take whatever
extralegal measures are nect:ssary ru
ensure that you bother us no more.
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