
"The" W.0. Mitchell...

Sitting in anticipation. 1
watched the people f low-.into
the room. The small classroomn
on Cromdale Campus was ob-
viously going to be jam-packed.
Then. there he was. sauntering
into the room. stopping briefly
to chat with a fewfamilîar faces.
His tousled gray hair was com-
plemented by twinkling eyes
and a casual grin. So this was*
W.O. Mitchell. the famous
writer of Who Has Seen the
Wnd.

Mitchell was i n town to give
a reading in connection with the
Canadian Authors series at
Grant ý McEwan Community
College. As Mitchell, a graduate
and former professor of Cana-
dian Literature at the U of A was
introduced. the crowd broke
into generous applause. The
respect and admiration this
maný generated was un-
believable. Upon reaching the
podium he produced a pair of
hait spectacles which he rested
comfortably on the bridge of hîs
nose before peering at the
audience to see just-who had
come to listen to him. Hewas
pleased wîth the tact that many
of his former students were
among them.

The woman sitting beside
me described Mitchell as being'
-beautifully crazy". and during
the course of the evening he dîd
net dîsprove this. W.0. Mitchell
is so vibrant. vivid. dramatic and
truly down to earth in his

help but be proud he is Western
Canadian.

Before beginning his
readings he shared a few of his
..passionate thoughts onl cen-
sorship". as he calîs them. For
those of you notfamilarwith his

novels. a word or two oc-
casionally pops up that is not
usually tound in Webster's New
Word Dictionary. Censorship
can be a very touchy matter
among authorsThus it was that
when Salinger's Latcher in the
Rye was describèd in detaîl as
being filth.,garbage. and trash
several years ago. MitchçlI
immedîately sent a letter to
Ernest Manning berating suoh
action. The language used was
of necessity. he wrote. to, create
an element of lite in the novel.
Besîdes. it was not fair that his
work had not also been cen-
soied. It was just as flthy and
trashy as Catcher in the Rye. he
commented. and Salinger was
not even Canadian.

Mitchell receîved what rie
caîls' 'officiai recognition' last

spring. It came in trie form of a
letter printed in the Calgary,
Herald by a B.C. couple who dîd
a splendid put dlown et
MitchellUs novel Who Has Seen
the Wînd. Mitchell was thrî lIed.
sold an extra3 7,000 copies. he
claîmed. He did mention
though. that the couple should'
listen to Dave Barrett sometime
because "he makes Trudeau
and myself look lîke charter
members of the Holy Name
Society.-

The readings Mr. Mitchell
gave at Cromdale Campus were
býoken u p unto ýeveral sections.
First was a series on farmhand
characters from his novels. The
characters were not entirely
fictitious because rie points out
that when he sats down he writeS
"whatever fleats to the top of
consciousness which makes for
a more significant lie." As a
native of Weyburn. Sask.,
Mitchell is quite familiar with
workings of a prairie farm. Hîs
stories are based on his ex-
periences as a young boy. of
which there were many. Some
of his lovable work hands in-
clude Jim. who told him. while
riding in a buggy.that when the
horse lifled hîs taîl he was taking
the boy's piâture. Tle'n there
was Ben. who encouraged him
in the discovery that it took
8,836.459 oats to stretch from
the house to the graînery. Ot
course it was different for wheat
and barley. At ag.e twelve there
wàs Jeff. Who played the man-
delin. his favorite song being
'Where Do the Flys Go In The
Wintertime?"

These workhands com-
prised some of Mitchell's best
frîends as a youngster for they
ail seemed to have one foot in
adulthood and the other in
childhood. Which brings us te
the most famous worklKand.
Jake Trumper. around whîich
Mitchell's novel Jake and the
Kd is centered. This man knewv
everythîng about everythîng
and was in the Boer War as well
as fig hting "Looie Riel".

Another topi c dealt with in
the reading was ,Canadian-
Amerîcan relations. This
stemmed f rom the tact that as a
boy he spent some time in the
States. Hîs mother enrolled hîm
in Madame Brocklebanks
school of Dance. Music and
Elocution. Héewas not especially
pleased with thîs. but dîd meet
some interesting people. One
was Dora Fînch. »'a girl who
dîdnt get up from a chair, she
bloomed. She-grew into quite a
spiritual woman. 99% spirit,
1%womanThen there was her
bosom, which was 99%woman.
1% spirit."

Every year Madame
Brocklebanks held a school
concert. "School concerts be-
ing incestueus affairs. only
attended by blood relatives."
Mitchell could not décide what
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Scribe of the prairies...

"Every Canadian owes allegiance
tothe'King...and the'Beaver"

*nine slîght rhe perfect gîftfora Stong.
et readîng virile Canadian maie who
even years believes (1 ) that Canada has no
s..." hîs ver- heritage. and (2) that an aduit
re and seven female should be kept barefoot
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)rgotten the yet. it migrit provide an in..
id te ad-lib. teresting alternative te trie usual
iHe receîv- Playboy gitt subscriptîen.
atien. One This book/calendar,
iveryone has released in October by Hurtig
tysburg Ad- presents short biegraphcal
knows the acceunts et 48 famous temnale

figures et Canada. pasi and
I's warm. present. The articles. offen
i homespun accempanied by phetegraphs,
te relate to. are placed opposite the calen.
flair for the dlair pages and represent Cana-
ealed by his dian women f rom the 1600-s

rîght up te our day.
author of Listed on the calendar

9Wînd and pages themselves are
he has aIse quota 'tieris concerning
ig Po in t, women's rights. and. under
novel with specîtic dates. detaîls cf the
hilosophical past concerning women in

Canada. Such detaîls include
HetenKing the tacts that women were flot,
HelenKîng granted the vote in Quebec until

Apiil 25. 1940 and thateonAprîl
24. 1928 the Supreme Court of.
Canada decided that wemnen
were net persans under the
terms et the B.N.A. Act and
theref ore could net be senators!

To Edmonton readers ig-
norant of thie lives et sonne of
this regîen's, more famous
women. Herstory's accountsoî'
Julia Kinîski and Winnilred
Stewart will be of particular
importance.

Compiled by a group of
seven womeni. this is the third
edîtion et the calendair. If is set

itogether un book form te include
an index, a bibliography. anda
selected reading. list for those
'wishing te pursue the subleci
turther.

Just 'as an addendum for
amateur philologisthtre word
history is net sexist as the tîrleof
this work might imply. That s, il
is net from. his-story. but is
instead from the Greek historia,
used by Herodotus in the filth
century B.C. te mean inquiries.

ifully crazy inte the past.
Kevîn Gîllese?

1107 FIASIIES...
THEATRE
Dame Peggy Ashcroft. the internationally acclaimed
British actressvisits the U etA Drama Department Fi. at,
12 noon. in thie Thrust Theatre et the Fine Arts Building.
Sleuth. presented byWalterdaîe Theatre through tili thie
29th.
Brdbath. at Northern Ligrit Theatre until Dec. 5. Mon.
throuêh Fri.. 12:10. Thurs.-and Fni.. 12:10 and 1: 10.
Admission $ 1.50.
La Mouette. <ChekhoV's 'The Seaguil">». performed by
Theatre Francais, Fnr.. Sat.. and Sun. at College St. Jean.
Stage West performs Ohce More with Feeling until Nov.
30. ruesday tlrough Saturday. 6 p.m. Sunday at 5 p.m.
Dinner fÔllowed by production.
Citedel Theatre performance Dear Lier featuririglDame
Peggy Ashcroft and John Neville. Play continues until
Nov. 29.

music
S Loggins and Messine with the FlyingBurritoBros.

tonight. 8 p.m. at the Coliseum.
MusicalAmen ce@. An Edmonton Symphony Promenade
presentation. O'rectly from Broa4wey. the sae group
who brought you "Gilbert and Sullivan. a la carte", nolw
bring you "Musical America". Today and.,tomforrow.
JUbilee .Auditorium. Tickets. ore 154.50._- 65.50. and

Guarneri String Quartet. presented by the Edmonton
Chamber Music Society Wed.. Nov. 26, performing
music by Haydn. Beethoven, and Schumann. Convoca-
tion Hall. 8:30 p.m. Student membership rates: $6.
Art Gallery Classîcal Concert, a saxophone quaulet led
by MarvinEckroth. Today. Edmonton Art Gallery, 8 p.m.
Admission free'.

-Stringband. at the Hovel Friday night. This popular trio
returns with good folk music f rom their two records and
more.
Huckle and'Paul of Perth County Sat. and Sun.. and Sen
Russel Mon., ail appearing at the Hovel. Doors open at
8:30, show starts about 9:30.
The Mahon Trio. chamber- music at the Central Library
this Sun. at 2:30 p.m. Admission is free.
Contemporery music for piano with Toronto pianist-
Lybomyr Melnyk. This Sun. at 8:30 p.m in Convocation
Hall.
CINEMA
StudantsUnion Ciname presents: Neshville Fri.. Sat.,
and Sun.:and Day for NightWed. Nov. 26. Shows ai
7:.00 and 9:30 p.m. Advaiice tickets <available at the SU
Box Office) $ 1 OQ. $ 1.50 at the door.
Mexico - Land of Colour and Conrst <16 min.). Chule
<15 min.), Paru (17 min.) and Ceribbeen Holiday (10
min.) presented by the Provinçial Museum inrelation to

Alberta World Reflections. This Sat.. 2:00 p-.m.
admission free.
Days and Nîghis in the Forest. international Series)
Mon, Nov. 24, SUR Theatre 8 p.m. and Phantorn Lady
plus Detour (Film Noir Series> Wed.. Nov. 26, presented
by Edmonton Film' Society. Admission by serî8sý
membership. available at the door.
Trout Lake Cree tomorrow at' 12:15 p.m.. Centfai
Library Music Room. Admission is f ree.
Voîce of the Hurricane. 80 min. color teature starriflg
Muriel Smith at the Library Music Room Fni.. Nov. 21,,
8:00 p.m. Sponsored by Moral Rearmament. Fe
Admission. Fe

OTHER
Native Craîts Demonsr ration of porcupine quili weavifl

and moose-hair tufting. Provincial Museum, 1:30,,
3:30 daily until Nov. 22.
Disinherited". and writer-in-residence at the universil.
wilI read at Crômdale Campus <80 St. - 118 Ave.. i,
117) Wed. Nov. 26 at 8:00 p.m.

Alberta Ballet Compary Program 2. Lâj5t perform8fl
tonight in SUB. I,.>.,ý, ,*1
Alberta Contemporary Dancers.'. at- the ProviniilMuseum this Sunday. 3 p.m. Free Admission.

Saskatoon
pulls
a switch
on -Playboy

The Saskatoon Womens
Calendar Collective Herstory
1976. Hurtig Publîshers, Coiîed
Paperback. $3.95. 112 pp,


