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Conservation 'Should flot Mean Stagnation
There are 233 m-illion acres of Crown Lands awaiting owners in the

Provinces of Alberta, Sask~atchewan and Manitoba. 0f this, 43 m~illion acres
are surveyed and ready for occupation. Is settiemnent proceeding too fast
or too slowly? IHere is a question which every Canadian should be prepared
to answcr.

)HN A. COOPER

)n of bomestead conditions, the sanie ais individulals.
ýWhat The Crown lands in tbe West bave been rapidly
rit us disposed of, farn by f ar. The authorities bave
wbich taken the view that tbey shoul be given away prac-

shut tically free to men who wouild cultivate them. Meni
rtber, have gone into the highlands of Scotlatid and

ed- boughit thousands of acres of farms and turned
*,elop- themn into sheep pastures, and these districts tiow,
good produce sheep unstead of men. Tbe Government of

y for Canada has pursuied a policy of giving its un-
.-efore occupied lan-d only to cuiltivators of the soul, to m-ten
agri- who will live on the land, buuld a bouse an-d barns,

and cultivate a certain proportion of the land. The

,great ircom'ernences have
of osa- colonies in America
ne excessive qsuantitics of

price in work wbich the Government dernands. T
men who are filig up these western districts a
men of ability and energy and industry. They mi
be physically strong and mentally sound to fulfil t
condiin iposed. To the man wbo can work a
,is ambitious, Canada affords a magnificent opp(
tunity. To the man wbo is flot of this descripti(
the homestead regulations are an impossible barri,
The best that we bave we give to the settier w
will corne and take it and use it for the, gene,
good. To the loafer notbing; to the speculat(
not an acre.

The other day, I asked an officiai of the Depa
nment of the Interior, if it were flot possible for
mani to go to, a land office ini one of these famo
"land rushes" rand get a farm and then seil it. I,
answer was an emphatic "No." The man -x
etiters for a section must go on the fanm, live the
for three years, cultivate so mutch of the soul, erc
buildings of a certain value, before he can get
c lear titie. Of-course, be cati sell then, if he
desires. He becomes a proprietor in the fuillE
senise and no one may prevent bis selllng it in ai
way that he wishes. But he selîs then a cultivat
fanm with buildings on it and his successor mi:
needs carry on tbe good work to get value out
his purcbase. For eight years, it bas been il
possible to get a Government grant in any oth
way..

Canada is fortunate .ixi beîng i the market wi
bier agricultural lan-d at a lime wben a gricuilture
a science is developing fast. If this lan-d had coi]
under cii tivation fifty years ago, mucb of it mnig
have been cropped to deatb and abandoned. Fo
fif,, Il flv ip ,-pnl,,f;nn i" r,,c irpiltl,,p rnamp l

are a large
their brains a
sbowing how
tbe best resu]l
penditure of
additional jus
-irire il çp.ve
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