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Fruit Growing ini British Columbia Vallcys has attracted many who prefer country to city life.

Will the small fruit farms of the Niagara Peninsula be "rnerged" into large farnis with operations on a broaci scale ?

FRUIT GROWING BY CITY MEN
By NORMAN PATTERSON.
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There are several conmpanies of Toronto
en Who are operatmng large fruit farms
Pa district. A Toronto lawyer recently
eigLit hundred acres of fruit land in the

ward several times a week. This year he plantedl
cighteen acres of potatoes and planted them by
machinery instead of by hand. He is spraying the
potato bushes by machinery and proposes to take the
tubers out of the ground by machinery. Ail the
farmers of the district are wondering whether the
man is sane or whether he is remarkably clever-
They are watching his experiments keenly and ear-
nestly. If his methods are not successful they
will have a laugli at his expense. If hie gets a big
return per acre f rom his potatoes they will ail taCo
advantage of his experience and adopt it in s0 f ar
as such may be possible. lia the nieantime, how-
ever, lie is attracting as mudli attention as an Uncle
Tom's Cabîn troupe or a two-rmnged circus.

This movement is sure to have a tremendous influ-
ence on fruit-growing in Canada. The scientific
production of fruit and the scientific marketing of
fruit in the United States is compelling a similar
state of affairs in Canada. The proposed recipro-
cîty in fruits wiIl further accentuate this necessitY.
If Canadian fruit is flot properly grown and pro-
perly marketed it will not be able to compete with
similar products f rom the United States. I<ast
winter apples f rom the State of Washington were
sold as far east in Canada as Toronto simply be-
cause of superior cultivation, superior packing and
superior business management in selling. The
orange-growers of California were not successful
until they began to take advantage of co-operatiofi
in packing and marketing. Tlo-day a California
orange-growers' association is carrying on an ad-
vertising campaigri ail over America and greatlY
increasing the consuimption of California oranges.
This is the niethod which wiIl become general ini
fruit-growing, and Canada xnust learn it. The un-
educated farmner will neyer learn it. It îs too
large a problemn for hlm. It requires business ex-
perience and business ability whîch hie does flot pos-
sess, and which lie cannot secure. Just as there
are mergers in manufacturing and commerce so
there wilI be mergers in fruit-growing. The Or-
ange Growers' Association of California is a large
and successful mierger.

In addition to this business view of the city inaxi'8
interest in f ruit-growing, there is the other side-
the glorification of the out-of-doors. Instead of
spendîng his spare hours and holidays in fruitless
wanderixigs about the country in seardli of rest and
change, the city marn will find in fruit-growing both
health and inspiration. There is somnething in every
man which is stirred by a vision of nature's prodi-
gality, There is a deliglit in watchin~g things groWv
at the touch of the invisible power whÈich cannot be
equalled by any interest ini manufacturing which
depends wholly on human skill. There is almost as
muchi excitement in making trees and vines produce
luscious and valuable fruit as -there la in trying to
induce a wary black bass to gulp a live f rog, or Wt.
persuade the evasive trout to snatch at the imita-
tion fiy. What would be hard work for one man~
is relaxation and amusement for another. The man~
Who bas been imprisoned for twenty years betweerl
the four walls of a srnall citv office throws back his
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