
Ontario Shelves Wom an's Suffrage >
Measures Io Enfranchise Women New Cons1brnily Voted Down-on A> iil Fool's Dey i1

R CENTLY "somnething fell" in the Ontario
Legislature, as one daily oracularly puts it.
No, certainly not a bomb. It was nothing
at ail like that-fpr aIl the womnen, 'gists

not 'gettes, in the gallery on~ April the first. You
heard it, the pin that traditionally drops (no mnatter
how it may incommode the dropper), when a com-
pany waits a discussion with bated breath, that is
to say, with breath bottled for spending later on.

Women's imrerests were triply under discussion
on April FooI's Day by three bis, ail of which
had to do with extending the female franchise.
<The first bill, inftoduced by Mr. William Mac-
Donaldý menîber for Centre Bruce, aimed at giving
the right to vote in provincial elections to widows
and spinsters who now vote in municipal elections.
An ardent supporter was Dr. James A. McQueen,
of North Wentworth, who appraised wornen as fac-
tors in raising the standard of public if e by the
high status they socially occupy. Hie referred to
the splendid work of women in solving social prob-
lems; to the legislation brought into effect through
wonen's influence mainly, benefiting women and
chîldren workers in factories, offices and shops, to
women's instrumentality in abolishing the 1ars, in
communities where local optlion holds. fie also
refuted the criticism that women, if they did obtain
it, would largely neglect the vote, by facts and
figures borrowed from several Atuerican States and
New Zealand.

In which connection, Miss Anderson Hughes, of
New Zealand, may be quoted, who lately addressed
a large assemhly of womnen ini Winnipeg: "It was
said that women of the colony (New Zealand) did
flot want the vote, yet the larLwest n)etition ever sent

MNr. Elliott's bill in the absence of that mnember,
f elt that the bill would relieve wives of an unfair
handicap; it would place married women on the
same basis as male persons, widows and spinsters
in respect to the right to vote in provincial eleetions.

The third measure, the most far-reaching, whicn
incidentally started applause in the gallery, was pre-
sented by Mr. Allan Studholme, the Labour memn-
ber, and advocated the general enfranchisemnent of
women in the province. Certain members of the
Opposition were chafed at the Government's silence.
-Mr. Proudfoot, of Centre Huron, charged the Gov-
ernrnent with it; taxed it further with sloth and
prejudice. It finally answered and, it is to be re-
gretted, side-stepped certain issues.

The Government objected to giving womnen the
parliamentary vote, which did not rest, it said, on
a property basis. And why should property, only,
be the basis in woman's case? Moreover, the Gov-
ernment did not explain its indifference to the bill
with the property basis.

Mj R. STUDHOLME ably strove for bis measure
VL as one which would make for industrial and

social betterment. Tfhe minimum waze was ini-


