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keep bis talents froin growing rusty
by constant reading, wbite lie aise
conitribulted frequont articelea--cbieflY

tuisfront naýiture,-to varieus nmaga-
zAnes. At oe turne the vicar liart An-
týiendc lits only son for thie cliurcb,
but An view, of is own strugglc for ex-
istence and thc bey's manifest objec-
tion, lie abandoned the îdea and souglit
v-aguely for another. Thon Albert

sudnyand flnaIly soived the ques-
tion for birnacîf by going Anto a bank.

Suhwaq thoe farilly witb wliom
Malýrgairet apn ost of tAe urne when

stopping at Appleires Hlous. She
liked ibei ail, but Mlildred was lier
favouiritp, because of lier genile self-
leýss nature whicli %vas a source ef per-
petuail admliirattion te Margaret. Slie
fuit ise a sincaers sympatby for the
dlisappointed scliolar wbo was eating
oui is lieart lin tbis loneiy country

oreunable ibrougli straitonsd
incans te takÈe ibese occaaional jour-
nteya into the gre-ater werld whIch

hol ave donc e ni ucb te break tbe
duîl inonotonyv et bis existence.

lvna widser apliere of action, ibis
atudIlous mnan and brIllant seixolar
wotfl bave been able to make use of
IbeV rare talents lie posseased, but as

%N as, bis sermnons usually passcd
ovribef beadas of bIs congregation,

belnrg too xatdfor tbeîr comrpre-
hunsion; the sby and rserved man,
(oiiscious of this, sliranik stili more into
bis abeli and turnedl te a Iiterary
cartvr as a miore congenlal fildt for
lits labours,

Mlildied was ibie only oe wlie, te
anly degrvc, r-Ealizcd( the bitter dîsap-
pomniit of beri faitber's lAfe, andi
tbie lirparable loas wbici bati talIon
uponl ImJ wben bier mloiber was talcen
away. As tar as lay ti bier power as
st;ro)ve- to 1111 the vaicanit place In the
biorne, andf was te inii, more iban ail
is ether vhilidreo, bis rosi comipanion

more andi mors lie camne te bean up-

on bller more and more as fout tbat
b:is n ed for mnpatby was great.

The vicar was new concentrating ahl
blis ener11giles6 on bis. big work on the
"liera" et Cornwall, and seeretly
bi(lig b1opes upion lis ultimrate suc-,
t e-s. 111 parisb mlaiters, as Ani al
others, ho loancd groatly upon Milti-
red, trusting te bier jut(igment and sure
ot bier ready ýomninn sense. Ant1i

ildredt.( was content te gAve et bier
beai go that shbe couid iighteni j]is
butrdensii anti brigtiteni bis soiitary lite-

CHAPTER XVIII,

An Unploasant Episode.

M AItARETASSITAS bati been ai
Aplte 11ouse a monili wben
il waLs ecdt tby aboui re-

tjra home. Miss lPragg anti PcggY
bati fireslbet ibie iaiter oui. Thes
Wbuts Malson4te wýas finiabeti andi
ready for its mjistreas, and Miss Pragg
was gettlng resties andi wanteti to boe
Ani tbe thick of ibinge agaAn. Sbe
haiff a new nevel workAng An bier blooti
andi neyer wrete ao well as wbeni sbe
was Ani tbe seething lite ot the Metro-
polis. After a lime tbe country boreti
bier, s fraakly admitteti the fact
witbout sbarne or concealmont. She
grew tireti o! ber country elothes,
wbieb ai tirai s liati reveileti In, as
knew perfectly well se looked a
trigbt In tbern.

i was aIl vory well for Peggy wItb
bier alini gracefuil figure to go eut In
a sbort tweed akIrt abovo bier ankios,
a knAttcti ceat and a sofi cortiuroy bai
pulleti dowa ovor lier fair bair-but
MNisa Pragg, 'white aping la the sains
style, fet ths offet was entirely dif-
ferent, and demplto ber years and bier
bulk, was not yet eniirely Indifferent
te ber appearance.

fier tweed skirt looketi too BIkIMPY
on bier over-generous figure, i was tee
short andi gave ths public an ample
view o! thick, shapelesa ankies and
8quare-toed man-lAke boots, the soit
toit hat she adopieti An the. cuntry
was jabbed on to lier grey bair witb
one over-long bat pin wbicb proirudeti
dangorously ai botb onds andi flleti
entirely to secure the bat wbieb wob-
bled on to tbe back o! bier beat or
bung dejectedly over ons sar, white
the bridge ef bier strong bawk-llke
nose protruded &ggressîvely !orward
as If darlng the world te iaugb ai bier.

la the car bier appearance waB even
more dIaroputable, onVelopeti as s
was In an olti mackintosb coat, wlth

hier feit bat tied on with a rnud coiour-
ed motor veil. She rigidly adbered
to this get-up froin some maistakon
fetiali that At was the "Correct" thing
to look as olinoxious as possible wben
leading a simple Ille.

In London, Miss Pragg also dresod
up to lier surroundings, usualiy An the
best of taste, suitable to lier age and
station. But John Grey experienced
a freali sbock wbenever she emserged
froin Appietree flouse, and there were
limes wben lie could wltb difficulty
repress a smile.

HavAng decicled An the rnornlag up-
on the, date of their departure, Marg-
aret drovo to the links in tbe after-
noon, tn colleet ail the vicarage girls
for tea, and a gaine of croquet after-
wards.

Albert had entered upon bis dutis
at thie bank tliat very week, and, hav-
Ing bis own sbare of the famiiy Imag-
ination, already pictured hirneif as a
future bank manager, or-later on per-
baps-as the founder even of a bank
of bis own. Sornewhere at the back
of liAs mind hovered a diîn vision 0f
Peggy as thie future mIstresa o! is
bomne wlien lie sbould have achievod
the ciesirable position lie dreamt of;
tortunately, Peggy was se blissfully
unconsclous of this disposai of lier life
that At did flot disturli the amiable bal-
ance of their friendsbip.

The day was perfect, an autumn
day, nild and sunny witli a soft breeze
blowing frein thie sea-Margaret feit
At was good te bie alive, and aise a keen
regret ai leaving $0 mucli beauty bie-
hlnd for tbe noise and bustie of Lon-
don.

"You lucky-lucky-girl, clioruss4
Mabsl and Maud, when sire told tbem
of bier near departure fromn Appleirse,
"I>on'i we wisli we were An your slioes,
inistead of baving to poke aloag bere
ail winter."

di WONDEIL Af anyone ls realy
Iquite satistied with thieir life?-,

queriedl Margaret thioughtfulIy.
"I know we ar-en't," declared Mabel

energeti1caily. "I've a chiance to
escape frein At soon-but ibere As pool,
Dad-and Mildroed," as sighed. -Ai-
bort can get oui t oflt, too, for a bit,
oven Af lie dos corne borne ait niglit,
hoe secs something freali every day,
but poor Mildred la just a pioe.

"I donti mmnd," said Mildred bastiiy,
1 arn qulto, bappy, and I couldn'ît leave

Dad !"
Margaret lookcd at lier and gimlled.

It sounded so Ilke Mildred, s wonder.
cdl An ber beart, liew It waa tbat Mild-
rod had reacbed tbirty yeara An lier
lire witbout winning the love of a good
iman, as was so sweet, rie lovable, so
capable, so self*leaa, s0 Olninentiy
wvomanly, yet ne lover liad as yet
found bier eut!

"Ait a a good thIng for us MýiIdred
As se contentied," aaid Mabel ealIy, --i
can't think: liw slie can be-I fel
cboüked-sufocated An tbis place-1
amn weary of lit to my very seul."1 3h.
spoke tragloally.

"Yen bave a glerious voie," said
Mildred quietiy-",and I bave noth-
Ang, I arn jusi an erdinary being wbo85
proper place tra at borne."

"Ordinary beings are vory useful
dear," aaid Margaret, givIng thie girl
a Uisa and feeling sure tbat Mildred
bad amotbered a sigli.

qt a scrurnptious bavIng a car to
ride An," declared Maud aa s sprang
An afier bier eider sisters, "I'rn afraid
we saal nover bave one of our own,"
ibis regretfully.

,,One neyer knows," laugbed Peggy,
'.everyense seema to get a car Ani these
daya, and tbere la Mabel going te 'nâke
a fortune wltb lier voice."

*'Oh! I hope so-wenlt lit bie rlpping!
No one really can appreciate mnoney,
uniess tbey bave had to skImp and
screw and do without every bloaaed
tblng tbey ever wanted," cried the
girl vebemently.

Mildred Iolced distresaed, and there
was a mornent'a silence whitle the car
iiasbed along the open country road
past the "swans' laIte" a large natural
sheet of water wbore black and white
swaus were serenoly sailng about.

"lThero Als Dad before us," exelaiiped
Mildred, as the car liîmbed up a
ateep butl, andi the viear's tall figuire
camas lutte, vlW, latent upon some bot-


