
LET me ay a word for the Censr. Every news-
paper man lias at bis finger-tips a dozen ludi-
crous or dramatlc instances lu which-judging
after the event-the 'caution showed by the

Censorý appeared elther exasperating, bad for recruit-
lng or ridiculous--or ail three. But It ouglit ta be
remembered lu ail falrness that the staff of censura
work at very higli pressure-that they must decide
quickly on the wlsdom or danger of allowin.g any
particular item of news ta pass-that there are mnny
of them, and they cannot possibly be ail expected
ta es exactly allke-on ail questlons-and that their
business ls (nat te make the newspapers interestlng),
but, ta make sure that hothing ileaks out which will
endanger the lufe of a single soldier or the success
of the smallest manoeuvre.

T HE chief business before us ail is ta, wIn the war.
It wouid be botter that we shouid, noue of us,
know one solitary tling about the progress of

the war, and that we should 'wln It as soan as pas-
sible, than that we should be fully Informed as ta
Its progress, and that we âhouid then Jase It because
of this wldespread Information. I wlll go much
further and say that no possible "news story"l Is
worth the Ilfe of a coxnpany af soidiers. The only
way lu which lt eau be worth the Ilfe of a singie
saldier la If it causes recrultlng te make up for that
loss many hundred times aver. Aud, even then, xny
own personai opinion la that the Ilfe should nat be
sacriflced. We should depend upon other methode
of getting mare soldiers than the butchery of one
volunteer te, make a recruiîting meeting cheer.

ÀND that brings us ta the oniy sensible argument'Aagaînst a severe Ceueorshlp-lts effect upon
recruitlng. It is couetautly argued that, If aur

people knew more about the war-more about the
danger It Implies ta our lives and libertles-they
would volunteer more rapidiy and nuinerously. That
argument may have been good lu the openlng stages
of the war-when, by the way, recruitlng constantly
kept ln advance of the abililty of the Government,
elliher hore or lu Britaîn, ta .taie care of the recruits.'
But'It le surely an empty argument to-day. If aur
people do not know to-day that they muistflglit for
their freedom If they are to make sure of 1t, no
lurid newspaper stary about dosperate charges and
personal courage aud Germau brutalities will drive
a knowledge of this fact into thelr heade.

ITHINK that thoro may poselbly have been toa
inucli public optimiem sInce the war began. That
,would affect recrulting. Men wIll not make great

sacrlfices ta go ta tfie frout if they thlnk that the
war la sure te lie won anyway lu good time by the
men already theore, and by those who will go ehbeer-
fully lu what we may cali "a spartlng spîrit." Our
leaders-sucli men as Lord Kitchener aud Mr. As-
<juth-sahould lie plain wlth us. They ehould flot
content them8elves wlth telllng us looeely'that "men
and more men" are needed. That sounde a bit
stereotyped, and suggests only that they deslre ta
keap up the aid streamn of recruits. Thoy could-lt
seesin ta me-be more specifi lu stating the dangers
of the milltary situatIon-more pialn-spoken-more
downright. They should remomber that, whlle a word
te the wlse may lie sufflclent-such a "word" as Lord
Kitchener lncluded lu bis last Guildhall speech-lt
la not suffîclent for the superflelaily lnformsd and
the very busy workers wha are, o! course, the great
majorlty.

BUT thak has uothing te do wlth the Censorshlp.BThe most dowurlght warnlngs conid be given,
withe>ut reveallng anything te the enemy of

illltary Importance. And that would spur up l'e-
crulting at ths stage of the ustruggle far more than
any detalled accounts of the always con!uslng mass
of flghtxxg. Te tell us just how many Britishi soldless
are ln Frauce-just who they are aud whers they
are-lust what actions they have eash engageI lu
durlng the pat fortnlght-wauld inean very llttle
to the average mian; and lt le the average man who
miust volunteer. But for Lord Kitchener ta tell us
specifically mest what thue need la for mopre mon, and
wliat la lable to haplen If he dos not get them,
would make the situation unmistakabls to the
average man-and ueed reveal nothing to the enemy
w-blch ho doe nt already kuow,

BUT te corne back tu the Cenuer. I arn persouallyBprepai'Od to trust hlm to know better than 1
çpu just 'what It would be dangeous te reveal.

He. la, I presume, In conetant touciz wlt the military,

authorities. He knaws what they do not want ta
have made public. And thoy know w'hy they do ual.
waut certain thlugs published. It is quite true that
they may make mistakes. Even as you and I might
make mistakes If they left it ta us. But I thluk that
the Censar shouid every time, give the soidier, who
le expaslug bis life ta iynminËent peril, the benefit o!
any doubt. That le, uniss ho Is'absolutely sure that
it caunot endauger the life o! one "Tommy" ta let
the papers print a certain piece o! uews, ho shauld
neyer dream o! permitting them ta priut lt-howl
they ever sa laudiy. It Is bound ta turu out a!ter-
ward, under euch a policy, that the Ceusor has kept
bacli Items which proved ta be harmlees. But the
beet lie eau do le to use hie beet judgment at thae
moment-and ta use hie "blue pencil"ý every time
wheu lu doubt.

AND I thiuk we ouglit ta be patient with'hlm,
We eau fur better afford nat to know what le
galug ou than ta have ît go on ta our ultimate

ruin. The Frenchi have always said that they lest
the decisive Battle a! Sedan becauee a! toa much
pubicity. It neyer dues ta assume that the enemy
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knows anything which he may possibly not, kilO
The German spy system la super-excellent; 'but ev
Humer sometimes nods. The difficulties of 00
munication must hamper it considerably in this wý
That ibeing so, we should flot 'help it overcaie ti
handicap by printlng dangeraus news 'In aur Pape

THE MONOCLE MAN.

Now the, Munitionettes
W HEN Lloyd George smllnxgly received that de

tation of women munitionettes last week,
lie rememiber that a year or so ago lie V

digging hlmself- lu ta keep out of the way of 1
suffragettes? Mrs. Pankhurst told hlm that the si
fragettes had fargotten votes for wamen; what th
wanted naw was a chance for the munitionettes
help the nation win the war. But.she knows ve
well that votes far women will bie as easy as rollî
off a lag after the wo'men have helped the nation
boat the Germans.

German woxnen, wha have always been denled ey
the common dignities due ta ýtheir sex, are, as M
Pan-khurst says, making munitions for the Gerin
army. Engllsh women propose ta do as much, If r
more; flot by compulsion, but as meinhers of a
mocracy lu which they dlaim. ca-equality wlth in'
In thls democracy, the suffragette had her trotibl
getting recognition. The munitionette may be mnc
successful. Maklug munitious is not necessarlY
man's job. lu fact, when the war ls over it wil
bard ta tell whereman's wark leaves off and wom5w
work begins.


