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vers few farm houssea aîong thie o
B3ut with a courage born of despair,
]çste Marston laahedthe little lissât
vith the reins and Swept on down the.
trail et a canton, aiot daring te look be-
bund and yet knowiug inatinctively that
the. man wua following. A little further
down, she knew the old eoutii-eestern
,tnsu, nov seldom used, crossed this
vider meuntaiu path and if she coula
but reaeh it and bide among its leaf y
Mmze she would be eompratively saf e.
Beudiug afl her efforts te ths end ehe
eentinued te whip the pouy along, the
besting of ber own heurt sounding
stn,.fgely luion rs anad above ite
mnufied tbrobbing-4he dread pad-pad of
de ruanen'B feet in the near.

PART flL
Dsnforth had ridden ail day, pasing

screrai dead camp-fires on the trail and
jt vas now past sunset &gaiu. The lest
jre bad been yet smoldering<. Although
the. ruatiere muet have iiad et least six
bouns' tart in 'the begiuuiug, Dauforth
kbew that he was now almeet upon
tbem. He lied tre.veiled rapldly, for
plainly ail aloug the. unused trail ieadiug
due nonti aud then swerviug te the west,
b. bail descried the. heofmarks of cattie
inuths sofi day and aloug saud-stretches.
iNow these were lest ou the grassy blli
eioçe but lie knew that the. rustiers
after leavlug the fot hille wouid drive
thefr booty by the. siortest possible route
te their cache in the Ragged Range. It
wau hie duty te find that cache.

As b. looked about him now witli eye
snd ear keeuly aient te every sight aud
souud, lie remembered with a curions
tbrob cf the. heart that it was a full
year, almost te tthe dey, since lie lad
last viited thie region and as he thought
cf it bis brow cloudsd. Hlis fiuai inter-
view with Kate Manton, cf Red Ridge
oechoc-house lied been a painful oue, aud
vers It net uow for hie duty b. would
prefer te take a rouuda.bout route te
Cliffedgs viiere h. muet telegrapihiMe
cief.

99You meunties neyer do auything-
nowadays,» aie had fluug at him. "It's
ail bright uniform aud good times-
flirtiug vitli every rinl in the. country
and caring for noue.'

"Do you believe rthat ?" he had acked.
'Do you mean what you eay "

And with lier newiy-acquired peda-
gegue-dignity she, had answered:

'"Of course I mean it. If yen chape
would ouly show that you coid liv. up
te that uiform-well we miglit cousider
you seriously!"

Tiien, et the. Cluffedge Ranchers'
Dance e had amiled bewitchiugly upon
a young ranchier from thie P.a.o. River
and h. had heard afterward that the fel-
10w made a weekly trip jute the little
inountain hamiet iu ail kinds cf weather.
Ail these things psssed in review befere
Daforth uow aud his beart was very
bitter.

Suddely 'however b. wass tartled by
theseonda of gallopiug hoofs. Pleinly
eomeoue fleeing f rom sight.-undoubtedly
oue of tbe baud making off te waru the
otiiers thut a policeman was prowling
about in the, viiity. But the sound
drew nearer aud Danforth, ever wary,
reiued in beiind a cuinp cf scrub poplar
and wsited for the. rider te pass. He
bad reached the. junction cf the two
trails aud coud observe the four pathes
with littie difficuty. The rider vas coin-
iug dowu-the. northerh lope. Becky
lieighed aud Daufortii iastily tiirust the
oat-hag under lier nose. But se refused
it sud cotiuued te wiiny ait intervais
'Whiie the hoof-beats drew nearer. In
legs than five minutes Danforth sau' a
foaim-flecked eiiaggy pony careeulug
wiidly dowu the mountain-side, a bat-
leas, red-sweatered girl on its back urg-
ing it aiong to greater speed, ber bain
'wind-blown aud her face se; white as
death. Dsnforth spurred Becky out upon
the trail again snd reached thbe girl's

ide so suddenly that cie swayed and
shnost fell out cf lier saddle. At the
came instant lie caught the. sonud cf lier
pursuers feerL in the distance. "Ride on
s bit-l'Il attend to them!" lie calied.
l),anforth had removed hie scariet coat

early in the day, for policy's sake, sud

Do- rodle in khaki shirt and hat but
Kate 'Marstou, in that firort wiid glanie
had recognized him sud she haited,
ttirned the pony and rode back te his
Bide.
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<It' only oesmai--but heh an-a gun
-he'à folleved me uearly a. mile!" ah,
panted.

Dauforth lied ne time te, reply for the.
girl's pursuen now lunged aloug, uraing
volubly. Glimpiug the tall officer wlio
bad dismounted, lie wbipped out bie re-,
volver eud fired two shots at him, both
of which vent vide of tlifr mark.,

Daufortb, spraug forward vith ligiit-
niug-ik.e peed sud gripped the mau
firmly by both arme before h. could fire
a third ebot. Then, wonkiug a, neat
trick kràovu to ail policemen, he preseed
a kne. under that of the, other and
flung bim te tthe ground. witli a sudden-
ues that muet bave astonislid him.
Tii. pair, stnuggled for five -minutes sud
then Danforth vith a kue, upou the.
mau' chest, callsd te tth. girl: "Thrcu'
me the. rope out cf the. saddle-bag.
Quick!")

The. girl obeyed and Dauforth pro-
ceeded te biud bis adversary'c ankies
tegether with oeebaind, the latter utter-
iug suiphurie lauguag. as h. vrithed
about. Danforth in res.chiug for the.
steel-cuffs lu bis pocket liad inadvrt-
eutly released his eaptive'e gun-iiaud
aud, seizing bie chance, the bandit again
pulied the. triggen of bic Colt. A third
uhot rang eut. This trne it pluged ie
the. mounted policemenn's ight arm. He
vas scancely cunscious of the pain wbile
b. bound bie prisouer fast sud aie
gagged bim. The. latter precaution vas
most neceesary, virth thii--a'scou-
federates lurkiug ini the vicinity, within
caîl probably.

WeII, h. iiad captured eue of the. des-
perate baud aet auy rate; bis long jour-
ney ha" not been in vain. And the. girl
-thauk heaven li, had saved lier from aa
dreadful fats! That vas the liret aud
greatest cause for exultation.

And as Danforuli rose unste*dIlY te
hie feestlie looked for the. Iret time
losely at -the pisouer. Down tbe lefi

cheek rau a long white velu
Miss Marston eau' Danforth tagger

eud pase his uniujured arm acrosa hie
eyes. She rau forward.

"You-you're hurt!" she cried, tenir-
ing the. dusty wbite bandkercbief from
about bis tbrosit aud rolliug up bis iglit
aleeve, which vas saturated already
vith blood.

"Neyer mmid me'," ausu'ered the officer,
«I vaut te cee 'that yeu reach home
frst."

But lie wiuced even ase liespoke sud
suk upon a rock by the. side of the
trail. The girl formed a tourniquet of
the. laudkenchief aud stopped the. blood
flow, in, absolute silence. It was nov
quit. dank. Net a word vas spoken
by auy oee yule Daforth aasisted the
girl jute lier eaddle and climbed svk-
wandiy ie hie own, firet ascertaiuiug
thaît the pisoner had ne k.nife upon bis
person. Tien the, policeman epoke pain-
fully, betveen twinges of hie wound:

"Tiiere is a farm-iiouee near the cross-
trail somewhlere, is there net T"

"Yes, a baif-mile furtiien downu," an-
evered the. girl.

"'Tien ve'll get s couple cf men te
fetch thet cbap into Cliffedge. it von't
de te remsin avay longer than te go
the. haîf-mile. lHe's ea lippery cl."

"ýIt-it is't Aikali Saml"
"«I tiiink it is," esaid Danforti, quietly.
"'Then burry. Ut us galIIOP!"
lt seemed an interminable leugth of

road te Dsnfortli aften thie farm-house
bad been lef t bebind sud two men bad
been dcspatched te the sceue cf the ar-
rest. He suffered intensely, tbe girl
siiouing lier eympathy by s few en-
coursgiug vords ucu' sud then, but
oftenest remsiniug sulent. Kate Mars-
ton vas expenieucing a huudred con-
fliting emotions-gratitude, pride, hu-
mility, relief, physical wearinesesud
hunger, auxiety aud comethiug else,
deeper sud more overwiielmiiig tien al
the otiiers beside.

Prom time te, time in the star-lit
gloom se glanced et the officer. Hic
face vas pale sud great drops of pers-
piration stood upon bis brow viiere his
black liair lay matted. Hic shirt vas
tom and blood-stained sud there was a
weary droop te his broad shouiders but
witi moutii firm]Y set and teeth gritted
lie wss enduring agony as a soidier ouly
cau. At last the few faint ligits of the.
littie hamlet sprang eut of the forward
darkness snd Kate Marstou breaithed:

"Thank God! "
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