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The Wester'n Home Mlon thlV
The wand was pointing direoctly out of

the forest andi thither the page buoyantly
strode. Àhe emerged upon a veîvety
meàdow li which a peaceful herd wasrIs~ ;grazing. The wand pointed across the

ght of heart, the pge folli ed.teas
But a littie wajr had lie gone wlien lie

canle to the bank of a river, whose waters
flowed dark and deep. As lie looked,
they seemed to become darker and deepqr
than ever and dashed tliemselves about as
though inl fury. "What shall I do?"
cried the page li distress. "The wand
says I must cross. Ah, the Trutli Jewel,"

____and lie fisshed forth the great gem. Im-
mediately, the river subsided to a mere
brookiet, over which the youth joyously
sprang.

Uâ 1 LLLM -luNow, when lie had traversed some miles
Of country, the sun being higli in the
beaven-"J I am hlungry," quoth the page,
"He wlio would track the Sunbeams toc hàe s théir lar xmethinks must have refreali-
ment. Maybap the dame of yonder cot-

ly tage will be kind of lieart."
So pausing at a wayside cottage, lie

sike the dame if perchance she could
rom refresh a weary traveller with a olf

milk and bread. "Indeed, young sir, you
d £tate are welcomne,"' said she, and badehie
What enter. The cottage was poor, but dlean;
int, to 'the dame was wrinkled, bent and brown,

-bn nf thlier face so scamed and lined as to appear

waa a treacherous 'quagnifre, li wbose
miry depths lie wouJlêaoon have sunl< out
of siglit. '4e the soun"oAs he entered the vn udo
childish laugliter greetedbis ears. On
the green were a dozen or more littie
golden-haired rompers, enjoying the last
warm rays of the westering sûn. Follow.
ing the direction of the wand, thepa e
approached the green and tood, unot-.
served by the chlfdren, beneath a spread..
ing tree. A woman, sltting sewig on a
bench liard by, raised her head and
glanced at him. She waa of a lofty
countenance, beautiful but sad.

Just then one of the chiîdren separated
himself from his companions and came

rnngto the woman. "Sec~ mother,"
hýe-caled. "The sun is going down.
See the sunset!"

The mother put lier arm about him and
held hlm close, wbile together they
watched the glory of the sinking sun.
"Mother," queried the child, " Wben the
sun sets, where do ail the sunheams go?
The littie sunbeams that play with me al
day long-where do tbey g o?"Y

No1wx, the page just at this moment be-
came aware that t he wand li bis band was
growing thinner and brigliter until ail1 at
once it esceaoed from lis grs)-a Sun-
beamI Dismayed at the loss of is guide,
lie haBtened to turn upon the truant the
clear light of tliejewel. He saw it making
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to have lost ail human semblance. She
set bef are hlm bread and meat and a
pitcher of milkc, and as lic ate, she said:

"I had four lads like you once. They
went to the wars.' I gave t hem to m
country. I arn alone now.
By the light of the Jewel of Trutb, the
page saw that the cottagc was a palace,
the wrînlcd dame a stately qucen with
a lieart of pure gold.

Slipping under his plate some gold
pieces from the king's pouci, lie bade hier
farcwell, and continued his journey,
mightily refreshed, and smiling to him-
self at the thouglit of the dame's pleasure
whcn she sliould discover the coins. ,

He was nearing another blct of wood-
land, when as hie approachcd, suddcnly
there fell on bis cars the sound of a mighty
roaring. In a moment out rushed a
dragon with many heads and mouths,
a4(l ecd mouth roaring as it came da-,hing
onward. Escape there w'as nonr. "Ah,
my Iecwcl," cried the nage, "INow we
sbha11 sec this demon in bis truc pcrspec-
tive, and hc flashed the sjýrkling gem
straiglit upon the drcadful monster. Thc
ncxt moment hie laughed aloud in glec,
for flic dragon ha&i shrivellcd away to a
punny creature, witli tic squcak of a
inou,ýe.

It was f oward,; tic close of day that the
younig traveller drew near a littie village,
ncstlcd at thei foot of a woodcd hlii, like a
tired child at its mothei's knec. He had
met with various difficifIt es, t o ail of which
lie had applicd flic cleair ighit of Truth ani
they had dwindllcd a Once lie had
Ihlotglit 10 Cross a glr(ecu mleadiow which
lookcd ivondrous imvii ng Ioa fic ,foot 1a1(1
ph(asant t o tl]c eyç, Lut 11w N\- bade
him nmake a detovir nof l~f1wl<1ýj Peî'-
Plexcd(. flic page ttUlll(! iitJ>I>lii le îrobleni
tbc I;git of flhe jewel. 'T( X lý i-cat~î. Sur-
prise, lic saw that l in it \ i]îaY ,01

its way towards tlie brigbt-liaired boy,
who was just then asking bis question.
"When the sun sets, wlicre do ail the littie
sunlicams go?"

Straight into the heart of, the child
danced tbe sunbeam, and the page, strid-
ing gladly forward, answered hlm. "They
go to their homes my little lad-in the
hearts of little chidren.",

Then lie sat down beside tbem and told
tliem the story of bis searcli, of the
difficulties lie had cncountered of tbe
lessons lie bad learned. Wlicn lie spoke
of thc unbappy king, the cyca of tbe
mother grew moist and tender, and she
said: " Hela y father. We wi11 go
witli you to hlm."y

So the page abode li the bouse of tbe
widowed princeas tbat niglit, and early li
the morning they set out to return to the
royal city. With the gold the lçlng had
provided, the page purchased a coachi
and pair, so that they rode li state along
the broad higliway. And wben they
rcached thc palace, the page bade the
ý rincess and the child wait in the great

ail while lie went li to prepare the king
for their coming.

Glad indeed was the monarcli to beliold
again tic cheerful face of the page. Over-
joyed beyond measure was lie to learn of
the succeas of the youths mission. Emi-
bracing him, the king entrcated to be
told at once every dtail of bis journey.

So the page told the monarcli the tale of
bis advent.urcs, *saving only tbe identitY
of flic child liwliose innocent licart the3
sunbcam had found a home. "Now,
Sire, lie concluded, "I have brougl t the
child back withb me. lie waits without.
Take you ths jewel of Truth in your,
band and throw its liglit on the child whefl
bu (,tr,

lusý royal master took the stone and the
peu i~1crc infli chld nd Ilis mother.
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