The Hudfor's

That during the Time the 'Witnefs-was at Zork Fort,
-the Company's ‘Servants were treated-well, bur while
‘he was at Prince of Wales's Fore,veryindiffcrently with
tegard to Provifions: That the -Company's Servants
«carry no Goods, being-forbid to trade, with the Indians,
even-for their own Provifions; and that he never knew
any of the Company’s ‘People fent on Difcoveries into
the inland Parts; that there are trading Indians who
come from the North, Thirty or Thirty-five in a
‘Gang, and generally in the Winter; they ‘bring ‘their
Provifions along with them, which confift of the Fleth
‘of Deer, Beaver, or what other Animals they can catch,
which is dried quite hard, and ‘reduced to a Powder
like Meal; that there is Grafs in Abundance in the
Northern Parts, a Yard high ; -but, -in the-Opinion of
the Witnefs, Corn would not grow there; but that he
‘had ‘cat Peas and Beans which grew at 2wk Fort, in
Latitude 57 Deg. but never knew any other Corn tried
there; that the ‘Quantity of Peas -and Beans he fpeaks
of, was as much as Six or Eight People could ear;
but there are a thoufand Acies of Ground in Latitude
57 Deg. which, if cultivated, would produce the fame,
and 2 much larger Tra& to the Southwara; that the
Peas and Beans grew by common Cultivaticn, without
any Force, but the Produce was not fo luge as in
England.

And being afked, If it would not be a great Ad-
vantage tothe Company to grow Corn at 2ort Fort, or
their other Settlements? he faid, It ‘would doubtlefs

" be {o, and it was reafonable to think they would do it;
but there were many Things not dune, which would be
of great Advantage befides that; and there muft be
Jome fecret Caufe for it, to which the Witnefs was a
Stranger.

Being atked, How long the Froft was out of the
Ground a: 2wrk Fort? he faid, It was ‘hardly ever
guite out of it; for he had duvg Three Foot and an
Half deep, and then found a Shell ot Ict, under which
the Ground was all foft; that the plice he dugin was
dow Ground about 13 Foot from Hizh-water Mark,
never having an Opportunity to dig up in the Country ;
buc the Surtace of the Ground was free, from the lat-
ter end of May; to the later End of Auguff; and
in the Summer they have Eighteen Hours Sun
at Chur.bill; that by the Accounts of the People
coming down, the Froft breaks fome Months fooner
up in the Country; that the Cold' in Wimter may be
endured without any Inconveniency, their  Cloathing
being adapted to the Climate; that the Witnefs has
foffered more from Cold in this Country, than ever
he did there; thar Fleth will freeze; -but he never
knew any Perfon lofe his Fingers; that the Soil will
bear Roots, fuch as Carrots, Radithes, and Turnips;
it alfo produces Coleworts, all 'which Roots and Greens
grow inas great Perfe@ion as t::{ do here;” but he don't
know whether the Seed produced there will grow again ;
and he don’t think ‘there are Two Acres cultivated at
both the FaQtoricy where he has refided; that the
Factories are in part {ubfifted by killing Geefe, Fowl, and
Deer; they have likewifc a cerrain Grain which they call
Rice, but no Pulfe; and if the Land at the Bottom of che
Bay was properly cultivated, the Produce would fupport
Numbers of People. : K

That he has feen Oxen and Horfes belonging to the
Company at Prince of Wales's Fort, which were brought
from England, and fed with Hay aod Cora, the Hay
being got there, ‘and made into Stacks; and they
catch Fith in the Summer Seafon, atd till near Chrift=
mas. ) T '

That he apprehends, thete are Indians higher in the
Country, befides thofe the Company tradé¢ with; for it
‘was commonly reported at 2urk For, that fomie Indiang
were coming down who had riever bech theré before ; but
were prevented by being overfet in 4 Streamt, dnd loft
their Goods. T
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That there was no Settlement ‘it Ne/#’s River when
‘the Witnefs was there; bt he apprehends it the pro-
perelt Place for a Setdement, though Hayes’. River ‘is
within Six Miles of it, upon which 20.% Fort ftands;
"but the Works might be carried on at Nelfon’s ina much
better manner. .

That he -apprehends ‘the Country might be fettled
and inhabited, if People would go up the Rivers i
they find a better Climadte, ‘and there erc@ ‘Scitle-
ments; that he does not doubt bu: %e himfelf could find
Three or 'Four hundred Britifth Subjefts, who would
willingly go there to live Winter and Summer, and
the Witnefs would go for one; that he would advife
them in that Cafe, to go up, Eight or Ten in Com-
pany, till they come to a warmer Climate; ‘and the
Ships that conre to fetch their Goeds, might’bring them
'Provifions; and in that cafe they might trade with the
Natives all the Year round, and live as the Indians do;
that he would venture to go up into the Country with
Six or Seven in Company, as far-as the Rivers run; and
that they could carry on Traffic without underftand-
ing the Language; that ‘he never was up among the
Indians, and belicves the Fator ‘wou'd not have allow-
ed it, having always underftood his Orders ‘were quite
the contrary, and that ‘the Company never fend People
up into the Country.

Beirg afked, If the Company would grant ‘Lands to
Pprivate Perfons, it would not be fufficient Encourage-
ment? he faid, That Lands fo far to ‘the Northward
would not do.

Being afked, If any Perfon could maintzih himfelf
and a Family at the Bottom of the Bay, by Culiiva-
tion of Lands, or any Trade whatever, except the
Fur Trade? he faid, Not at firft; that tie Company
buy up all- the Furs that are brought to the Fort, and
killed in Seafon; but ‘thiey Hon't take proper ‘Meafures
to get all the Furs they can; for in the Opinion of
the Witnels, if Perfons were fent among the Natives
to ‘encourage them, they would bring down many
more.

Mr. Ricbard Wbite_faid, He went to Aany Fort in
'the Year 1726, as Clerk vo'the Company, and flayed
there Seven Years; that he had been Ten Years at
Churchill, which is the Northermoft Fort; and had
alfo been "4t Moofe River, which is the Southermoft;
that his Bufinefs was to take Accourt of ‘Goods, and
to balance the Accoums; that all the Forts, except
‘Churchill and the Printe of Wales’s Fort, are puile of
‘Wood, and tht Number of People in each Forr is

“uncertain ; that thig Complement of Europeans at lbary

Fort, was 24 ; that he went over to ‘Charchill in thé
Capacity of Setond, which he explained to be the Per-
fon, who, in‘cafe of the Governor's Death or Removal,
Is to fucceed him ; thac this is no more than an empty
Title, and he can give no Account of the Method of
Trade, other than what is carried on dt Albawy, where
he atted as Clerk, as aforefiid; and he is not at prefent
in the Companj’s Service, having ferved out the Timé
of his Contra&, and not defiring to renew it, and that
his Refignation was voluntary: That the Trade con-
G0 of Beavérs, Furs, Pelts, and Feathers, which the
Indians bring down in Cinoes, the Company nevet
fending ‘out Perfons to_ trafick with them; thar the
Method of Trade with the Indiansis fixed by a Stan:
dard delivered to the Governors by the Company, and
they never trade lower than that Standard dirt&s; but
they geiferally double thi¢ Standard, thiat is, ‘whért the
Standard dirt@s Oiie Skin to be taken, they generally
tike Twd; thit he does ndt know whethér this is
done by dire&ion of the Cotnpany, nor how the Go*
vernof difpofes of the extraordinaty Profit arifing by this
Advance of the Standard. ' ’
At beliig sfked, I€ he thought the Govétnor would
do his Dity, If he did fot purchalk dit Godds ac the
3K © cheapeft .



