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THE EARL OF DUFFERIN.

F all the many personages who have.

been sent over from Great Britain to
administer the Government in this country,
since Canada first became an appendage of
the British Crown, none has achieved so
wide a popularity as Lord Dufferin. None
of his predecessors succeeded in creating so
wide a circle of pérsonal friends, and sone
has left so many pleasant remembrances be-
hind him. Lord Dorchester was a popular
Governor, but the area over which his sway
extended was very small as compared with
the vast Dominion embraced within the pur-
view of Lord Dufferin ;. and the inhabitants
in his day were chiefly composed of the rep-
resentatives of a single nationality. Lord
Elgin was popular, but the exigencies of his
position compelled him to make bitter ene-
mies ; and while every one, at the present
day, acknowledges his great capacity and
sterling worth, there was a time yvhen'he
was subjected to grievous contumely and
shameful indignity. Lord Dufferin, on the

" other hand, won golden opinions from the

time of his first arrival in Canada, and\when

he left our shores he carried with him\sub- .

stantial tokens of the affection and goodwill
of the inhabitants. One single episode in his
administration threatened, for a brief space,

to interfere with the cordial relations be- i

tween himself and one section of the people.
His own prudence and tact, combined with
the liberality and good sense of those who

- differed from him, enabled him to tide over
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the critical time; and long before his de-
parture from among us he could number
most of the latter among his warm personal
friends. His Vice-Regal progresses made the
lines of his face and the tones of his voice
familiar to the inhabitants of every. Province.
Wherever he went he increased the num-
ber of his well-wishers, and won additional
respect for his personal attainments. He
identified himself with the popular sympa-
thies, and entered with a keen zest into
every question affecting the public welfare.

_He 'will long live in the memory of the ,

Canadian people as a wise administrator, an
accomplished statesman, a brilliant orator,
a genial companion, and a sincere friend
of the land which he was called upon to
govern.

. Heis descended on the paternal side, from
a Scottish gentleman named John Black--
wood, who went over from his native country
to Ireland, and settled in the county Down,
towards the close of the sixteenth century.
The family has ever since resided in that
county, and has played a not unimportant
part in the political history of Ireland. In
1763 a baronetcy was conferred upon the
then chief representative of the family, who
was conspicuous in his day and generation
ds a vehement supporter of the Whig side
in politics. In 1800 the head of the family
was, created an Irish peer, with the title of
Ba.ron Dufferin and Clandeboye. The fa-
ther of the present representative was Price,
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