
PAPERS RELATIVE TO THE

which niay be of use in comparhig one part of the country vith another ; I will promise thait the
potatoo disease is unknown.

Barley and wheat thrive on any part of the Saskatchelwan, but the latter sometines does not ripen
if gro'n in low situations. Ail the ordinary vegetables of a teniperate climate cone to perfection
on the Saskatchewan, potatoes and turnips growing to a very large size.

At the north end of Lake Winipeg, barley, potatoes, onions, carrots, turnips, peas, and pumpkins
flourish in the open air, and nelons cati be forced. At York Factory white turnips grow, but not
of large size.

At Churchill on Iludlson's Bay potatoes have been tried, but they grew no larger than nusket
balis.

On Holy Lake, latitude 55° N., long. 95°, potatoes do not always attain fuill size. Much, hiow-
ever, depends on the situation, for at Norway llouse those planted near the woods have been frost-
bitten, while others in open ground were not.

Barlev is grown as far north as Fort Simpson on Mackenzie River, latitude 62°, but this is owing
to its westerlv situation griving it sueli a high sthnier tenperature. (Sec Climate, Section A.)

It is Sir Join Riehardson's opinion that the euhivation of grain could be carried ont sufliciently
to support settlement as far north as Peace River.

Exports.-ith the exception of fulr, the exports fron led River amount to very littie.
A small amount of' hee, pork, finnr, butter, and cheese being supplied to the Hudson's lay

Company, cattle and horses have been exported to the United States, but latterly the former have
been nîxorted.

Impo.ts.-Besides the large quantity of nerchandise annually imported from England by vay of
Hudson's Bay, a coniderable traflic has during the last fw ye'ars sprung up with Saint Paul on the
Mississippi, and besides dry goods, hardware, agricultrai impleiments, groceries, amnunition, &c.,
a large quantity of viuiskey is annually brought into the settIeient, both for the Indians' trade and
home consuiption; and I have not vet heard that any steps have been to require all engaged in
selling spirituous liquors to be provided witli a licence. lorses iand cattle for the imîproveient of
the breed have been imnported fromi England as vell as fron the United States, vhenîce the first
stock was procured by the early settlers.

Mail Service.-A bi-montliy postal service is kept up the whole year by the United States, between
the Mississippi and a small settlement of fur traders and half-breeds near the 49th parallel, with
w'hich a connexion is kept up fron the Red River Settlemeunt, so that letters can be received fron
England within the nionth, but the usual terni is six weeks. Another maiiil route iwas opened
duîrinlg the stunner of 1858, between Canada and Red River Settlement, and was kept up during
nost of the following winter, and is, I believe, again in operation ; but owing to the very great
distance through unsettled country, the delay to letters going by this route is so great that few are
sent by it.

There is no regular internai umail, )ut the Hudson's Bay Company forward letters and simali
parcels by their brigades of boats and winter expresn to their different ports and the mission stations
frce of charge.

Amnerican Settlemens near lhe Bo'ndary.-It is supposed by many that there is a considerable
Anierican settlement and military post near the internanional boundatry on Red River; this, however,
is not the case, there being oniy about a dozei logionses where Red River rosses the boundary,
occupied 1 traders and half-breeds, while the ,settlement of Saint Joseph, conmonily called
" Pemibina Mountain," about thirty utiles to the west, contains about one thousand half-breeds and
Indianîs, the chief oc upations of% wh1om1 is the ebase.

C.-Iv.

MmANS or TRANsPoRT.

Water Transpor.-The craft in genrail use throughouxt the country are canocs and boats, the
latter as dezeribe'd ppendix 1. ), whie the former a e made of' birch bark front 12 to 28 feet in
length, the largest carrving 2,300 lb<. of cargo, worked by eight men, and capable of being carried
when emnpty hy two. Canoes of larger size are, iowever, used on Lake Superior, but are not
adapted i;r the imlore intricate navigation of the interior.

With the exception of' the route betweenî Ltke Superior and RZainy Lake, the 30 feet keel boats
arc in general ued for the- transport of umerchandise, and have iany advantages over canes, vhercte portages are not over long or the navigation very iitricate. Canoes madc out of solid timbr,
usuailly called " dug outs," are in use at Red River, being very huandy as crossing boats, for they
reqire no care. Cnuoes forned of the hides of bulidio are also used on the Saskatcean for
descenîding the streamn Ioadie'd with provisions or robes, and being easily constructed of the materials
aiwavs at hand, are often used in crossig ivers whien travellini. A canoe of this sort, made fron
buffllo skins and naiaged by two mein, wlv contain about 2,100 ibs. or one-fourth of the cargo
put in a boat vhien going down the streamn. Flat-bottoned " skows," made of rough plank and
caulked with lndman leather and grease, are ailso used for descending rivers with large canoes.

The cost of boat transport, mcluding portages,is on an average une Jalfpermy per 100 lbs. per mile,
or one shilling per divn.

Land Trans¡,t-Carts.- The Iand transport throughout thle nwhole of the Red River and Saskat-
elewan country u'i performed during tie sutmhier' seasonI by light carts of home manufacture, drawnî

by single iorses or oxen, the Joad drawn by tht, former beirg usuaiilly 600 ibs. for a long trip, and
the latter, whcich iarnesed by mens of a collar somîethinug like a iorse collar put on upside down),
hauls about 900 lbs ''ie rate of travelling with loaded carts, includixng stoppages, is front 20 to 25


