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Legislative Assembly. (Q Mr. Mercier sticece(le(l 'NIr. 'l'aillon, wlio
bccailie lea(ler of the opposition.

Froin duit moment lienceforth, we enter tipoii the Ilistory
of our mil titiles. Thanks to «a sumil ilinjority iii the I.egislitive

Assenibly, Mr. ýN1crcier retaitied power mail june l7tll, 1390. wllell
the General Blections %vere lield, wliicli tripled his iiiijority. Mr.'
Tailloii could have becii clected by acclamation iii Montcalm, but lie

wislied to coutest the ciieiiiy*.-; strongliold in the comity of jicques
Cartier. Tliere lie full, and, after fiftecii years of public lifé, during

whicli lie liad occupied the forciiiost positions, lie retired and
restiiiied, witliotit regret, we believe, the practice of his profession.

1 hive said t1int INIr. Mercier liad tripled his iii.ijority at the
Getieral Electiosis of iSgo. Tliat is to say that lie was all powerftil

iii the iiew legisliture. But, as lie lind ircaclied the siiiiiiiiit of the
Capitol, lie was iiot far froin the Tarpeinii Rock. On his returii

froin a voyage to E urope, iii the stiiiiiiier of 189 1, a journey, we are
told, tliat was osie tritimplimit progress, lie fouiffl the Setiate of

Canada occupied witli the consideration of a question wliicli referred
to the Baie (les Chaleurs Railrond. Public opinion was excited over
the declirations iiia(le iii the Senate, and Mr. Angers, Lieutt:iiaiit-
Goveriior of the Province of Quebec, invited INIr. Mercier to give
explanations. A commission of enquiry was appointed ; minierous

wituesses were exainiiied, and, on Decciiiber Uth, i8qi, INIr. Angers
dismissed iNIr. and suiiiiiioned Mr. de Boucherville tc, forni

a niiiiistry.
For a year and a lialf previotisly, Mr. Taillon liad devoted him-

sAf ardently to the practice of his profession. Mr. (le Bouclierville
stiiiiiiioiied hitii to his side, aiffl, witli a rare desiilterestediiess, INIr.

Taillon agreed to, forin one of the new cabinet, without holding ally
portfolio. 11iis was equivaleiit to accepting the task but reftising
the remuneration. The Geiieral Elections of March 7tl, 1892,

followed. Mr. Taillon was elected in the Cotinty of Cliambly,
whicli liad long been lield by the eilerny, and the (le Bouclierville
Goveriiiiient, througliout the province, scored a brilliaut triumph.

( i). T lie fall of this iiiiiiistry recalls the fail of the Brown-Dorion Cabinet
Of IS58, which also lived only two days.


