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Report of the O..amittee on Sabbath
Observance.

GUSMITTED TO TH. 3VNOD OF HANM.TOI,
IN BLORA, MAN HTH.

Your Comnitteo aro giutified to bo ablo
to report that tl_n:. P sonser tmmf: on 8gb
path on romo of the 1anways within owm
pounds have been comsiderably losgonod,
Tivo Jouding lines of sailway pass through
the bounds of thiz Syued.  Un twa of the<e
{inos no rc;mlar passedier twnd 1uan on
Sabbath; on cach of two uthas thegoe are
{wo passoLger trains. one ranmng oacl
way ; and on the fifili thero 18 one pas-
gougor trndn. On some of these hues troight
{rains run on Sabbeth i Javge, of not m.
croasing nambers, to tho meat aanuoyance
of many of our poopie.  Your Cum:mittes
noto with plearure tho efforts that Liave
been mado by the Grand Trunk authovities
not only to reduco Sabbath labour on thowr
liny, bat ulso to establish Tewmporanco eo-
cioties among their employees and in other
ways promote their woral and material -
torosts.

Your Committe also veport with pleneure
thnt Sebbatk lzbor hasbeen ontivoly abolish-
ed on the Welland Canal, wnder the
management of the present Superintendont.

Your Cotaagitber, buwevor, wust roport
that though Sabbath labor un suwe of our
leading thoroughfi ros Lias decrcased, other
formsof Sabbath dusceration, eyualiy hein-
ous, atd porhiaps more anuugiug, prevad
to & very oousiderablo oxtont willun our
pounds. The attontion of the Synod s
spocially directed tu the fact that n owr
towns and villages young mon gather in

oups on the stiests to the great annoy-
ance of porsoLs paseing to and froin publie
worship, vt woik iu the Sabbath School.
During tho sprivg avd summer months
chiefly, such porsons congrogate at the
stroot cornors, under verandas ard avound
chureh doors, and annoy, aud m many
cases insnlt persuus who, in tho discharge
of religious duty, are compelled to pass by
them. In sofoe communities this odious
atate of things oxists to an oxtent that has
bocomo positisely intolorable, and it not
unfrequendy happens that tho sons of
members and office-bearcrs in our churchos
are found forming a part of theso Sabbath-
breaking groups. It scems to your Com-
mitteo disgracefulin the lughest degreo
that respectablo oitizens who pay their fuil
shave of {axes fox.the mamtenance of law
and ordor in the community, cannot pnes
on Sabbath to their respective place of
worship without being anunoyed in tho
manner described.

Your Commutteo also call the attention
of the Synod to the amount of Sabbath
desecration whioh takes placo within our
bounds in connection with Livory Stables.
It is o faot well known to those who havo
iven the matler any attention that the
gabbuth is tho hiarvest-tumo m such placos,
raore business being done ou that day than
on any other, Iimployees in Livery

_ Stables instead of vesting on the Lord's

day, usually work harder and far longer
hours than on other days of the woek,

Your Committeo also direct tho spociul
attention of the Synod to tho matter of
Sabbath funerals. It is greatly to be foar-
ed that many from whom botter things
might be expected have no disposition to
bury on the Lord's day; while it is weil
known that » goodly number prefer Sab-
bath funerals becauso thoy are usually at-
tended by & larger number of people, and
a display is moroe casily made that on other
days of the sweok. DMinisters are ofton
placed in o most perplesing aud prinful

osition when asked by membors or ad-
Eeronts of their congrogations to bury on
tho Sabbath. At such a timo it ts not casy
torofuse & bercaved family, and not ur-
frequently happons that if tho roguest is
refused, another will bo found who will
porform _tho service, and thus o fomily
mny be lost to the congregation, aud tho
Minister who refuses 33 laid open to the
chargo of treating his pooplo with harsh-
ness and want of respect.

Your Committeo with regret, cal the at-

tention of the Synod to tho fact that not-
withstanding tho oxistence of a stringent
law, Sabbath tipplivg prevails in our towns
and villages, to n greater or less extont.
In many of tho respectablo hotels the law
is not at least, oponly violated, but nearly
evory community is cursed with one or
raoro small, disvoputable places whera tho
law is systematicaily and persistently vio-
lated and public opiniou dofied.
Your Committec canuot close this voport
without calling the nttention of the Synod
tothoe fact that during the summer of 1874,
s Ferry boat made regular Sabbath
plgasuro trips from tho city, from wlueh
this comrt takes i's namo, to Burliugton
Beach, An cffort was made by the Hamil-
ton Brance of the Evangelial Allianco to
stop this Sabbath desecration, but the
effort failed. Ths attenticn 18 niso directod
{o thefact that in tho smno ity the stroet
0ars run ab certamn hours on Sabbath,
ostensibly for tho couvenienco of churoh-
going people,—Presbytorinns among the
number. Tho Sabbath observanco sociely
of Humilton mado on attompt to stop this
trafic but failed. i

Your Committco beg leave to submit tho
following recommendations :— .

1—That tho Synod express its unguali-
fied disapprobation of Sabbath funevals,
oxcent in cases of prassiug nocessity.

2=That ths Synod recommend to tho
Ministers, office-bearers and frionds of the
Sabbath within our bouunds, that they use
every legitimato means in their power
fo1 tho better onforcoment of the osisting
laws against Sabbath desecretion in all its
forms,

Al of which iz respectfolly submittod.
—~R. N, Graxt, Convener,

Hospital for Incurables.
FIRST ANNUAL MELTING.

The first annual meeting of the friends of
the Homo for Incaraliles, was held'on Tues-
dayafternoon of tho11thmst., in Shaitosbury
Hall, the Rev. Dr. Topp in_tho chair
Among thoese present wero Meswrs Top
c“ulbbﬂ:md. Mervison,

auning, D, J. Macdonoll, Olements,
Winnett, E. Baldwin, George Daggsn,

Pt
MeXurrioh,.

Eay, Robert Gilmor, J. Kerr, J. Camapbclly |
Mulholland, Ricuardson, \¥atwon, Metdaw,:

Stevenson, Pregton, J, Dick, Pringle, Harri.
son, Oarty, Gallraith, Mulock, Campbell,
GQrelg, Stvashan, Laird; tho DMis«es
Riddell, McGoud, Inok, 'Lopp, Carty, Gul
mour, Muttlebury, Gordon, Liwing, Bacon,
the Rove, D, J. Mecdonnell, Johy King,
A, J. Broughall; Meesis A, T. McCord,
J. Michwo, T, M. Thompson, 0. 8. Loss,
Hon. J. MeMarricl, Di Agnow, Dr. O. 13,
Hall, und Praf, Wilson,

Mr fows gead the annaal report, of
wisielh the following i an abstenet -~ The
manarars ctarted with the qum of $3,146,
collcoted by o numbor of cuergetio ladies.
Then followed special donations, and enb.
aequonll‘y groat Lielp was got froma basaar,
managed by Miss Dick, realizing in all 81,
000.  Mia. John Boverly Robiuson has el
60 placed at tho disposal of the Board a
sum of $800, whioh lind been doposited in
the hands of ile City Curpuration aboug
twelve yems ago.  This snm, togetlor with
tho interest upon it. the Bard hope soon
to rocoive from the City Counerl. Tho ro-
coipts of money from all sonrees at 27th
Peburary amounted to §4,522.  Mauy
Teuations of meat, clothing, articles of
furniture, and other necessaries, were sont
in by kind friends from time to tima,
Theso donations have contributed largoly
to the comfort of the inmates, and they
hiave materially lessoned the expendituro
of menay in maintaivivg the Tome. The
expondifure of money is slown by tho
Tvoasnrer’s repovt, but it Las heon found
impossible to put a cuireet money valuo

upon these numervus Junations of food, Congrogation of Peroy, on the Gth iost.,
&e., and thus the Meuagers are, ns yot, un- | Mr. J. Clazie, who for tho pret fow years

able to give the nctual anuual cost of main-
taining the Home, ov the average cost of
each inmate -a point of importance whicli
they wish tu knuw s svon a8 practicablo,
There have been 'cwitecn patiounts admitted
jnto the Home. Of theso one died, and
two loft, Of the retnaining cloven, (five
meon and six women), five aro suffering
feom paralysis, two from alirunic rheumat.
ism, ono frem softening of the brain, ono
from consumption, one from heart disoase,
one from disense of the hip joint, Visitors
aro admitted on Thursday aftornoon, beo-
tweon tho hours of three and five o'cluck,
p.m. Tho leading requiremonts for ad-
mission are :—1st. That the person is suf-
furing from ircurable disonse (which is
testificd by report of two of the medical
staff). 2nd. That the person hes no re-
latives or friends able to givo tho meauns of
support {nscertninod, so far as practicable,
by » Committeo of Enquiry), 3rd, That
the porson is o resident of Toronto (for
it was found necessary to restrict: adomis-
gions to residents of Toronto, bocause sub-
goriptions were {generally given on that
underatanding). From tho beginning it
was decided to make the lowe a purely
chantable institution, and thereforono pay-
ment is dewanded from inmates of therir
friends. In considering applications fur
admission, naither nationality or creed are
takon into account.

The report was adopted.

The following aro the afficera for the in-
stitution for the year i—

Chairman—Rev. Alexander Topp, D.D.

Directorgsses—~Miss Dick, Mrs B. Bald-
win, Mrs. A. Moirisou,

Secretary—Ars. Camberland.

Assistant Scoretary—>»Miss Ghlmor.

Treasurer—Miss Ross.

Visiting Physicians—Drs. Richardeon,
U. Ogdon, Aguew, Tomple, Bethane, Small,
Fulton, McTarlane.

Commntteo of Manngoment—NMosdames
A Catecron, J. Campbell, W. M. Clark,
Clemonts, Dredgo, J. Dick, Graseott, J.
Gillespie, D. Galbraith, W. Higginbotham,
M. Harrisop, J. K. Kerr, J. Kerr, J. Kay,
J. Leys, J. Maulholland, A. Manning, D. J.
Macdonnell, Graut Macdonald, J. deMar.
neh, 3. MeNab, T. McGraw, W. W. Odgen
. H. Poole, R. Preston. T. M. Pringlo, J.
H. Richardson, C. S. Ross, A. M. Smith, J.
G. Scott, J. H. Stevenson, A, Topp, R
IWatlaco ; Misses Browne, Carty, Gordon,
Michie, Munrooe, Muttlebury, Riddell, Topp ;
Capon Baldwin; Rovs. A, J. Brougha!l,
W. H. Poolo; Mossrs. J. Browne, J Gil.
lespio, D. Galbeuith, J. Michie, A. Man-
ning, A. T, MceCord, C. S. Ross, T. M.
Thomegon.

Honorary
Robinson.

Momber—Mrs. J. Boverly

Rvinisters aud Chweclies.

Tue quarterly communion sorvico was
obsarved on Sunday, 16th inst., in Zion
Pregbyterian Church, Brantford. Ie tho
morniuvg tho pastor, Lov. Wm. Cochrane,
preachod from Nohemish viii. 10, on the
naturs and effects of Christian joy. A very
large attondanca of members was prosent,
and o deop foeling of solomuity pervaded
the ontive coagregation. Tn the evoning
Mr. Cochrane preached his thirteonth anni-
vorsary sormov, taking for his text tho
words found in 2ud Corinthinus, 12 and 14,
« T goek not yours, but you.” The apostlo
did not seck their wealth, nor applauso, nor
spproval ; but he sought their advanzoment
i divino knowledge, tho salvation of their
souls and their growth in grace. Each of
these points war dwolt uprn ond Mnstrated
at length. At vhe close, the pastor roview-
od lns thirteon years ministry, referring to
tho mwany marked changes that had taken
placo in tho town and congregation dnring
that poried. Tho mombership of the
churoh it wasstated in 1862 (the year of Mr.
Oochrane’s induction) was undor 150: at
tho present dato it was G510 156 havo
anited with the charch sinco last May.
During theso thirtoan yonrs, 847 havo
cithor died o+ been dismmsaed to other coa-
groyations in differant parts of Cunada, while
vory fow of thero Wwho signed the call to Mr.
Cochirane now remain in Brantford. Alarge
proportion of them have gone to-tho boiter

church abeve, Tho changes indicate the-
"excoedingly fluotusting charactor of our

population, «which os My, Cocbrans ro
morked, mnkes our churthes so many

_anrserios for the lerger oities, whithior our

young zhen go in greal. numbiors s »oon

S o — o et ——

a6 they ara beginning to be nseful hore.
No chareh in town has dona o0 for out-
side objects than Zwon Chuichy  They havo
maintained for twolvo yoars & muwsion }
school in the King's Word, vow atteaded by |
ovor eighty sohiolars and fontteon teachers,
For nosvun years they Arppucicd o ission
sehiool in the Bast Ward until tho vigana-
ation of St. Jude's, whun they wihidiow |
Thig, of courss, is 1 addition tu the con-
pregational Sabbath school, Tho stufl of
teachors at presont date nuubors neaily
forty-fivo—n most devotod band of 1aon
and wownen. Wo are sure that all denomn-
ations of Cliristinns 1n tuwn rejosce 1 the
large moasuroof prosperity that hasattonded
thiz promiuent congrogutivn auld its pastos.
During these thirteen yoars Mr, Coolirano
hias not beoa without ¢alla to other spleros
of labonr. New York, Boston (ropeatedly),
Chicago, Datroit, Nowburyport, Mass,, and
Toronto have all in turn olaimed lua for-
vices, but to one and all he has said No.
The assertion that monetary eonsidorations
determine & miuigtor’s vecoption or rejec-
tion of calls, iaa oortainly in tlus case boon
falsified.—Branifard Lxrpositor,

AT nmeoting of the Misaionary Asaocia-
tinp, in conuection with tho PresLytorian

has faithfully aud gratuitously discharged
the duties of Precontor to the congregation,
was agreosbly surprised by the presenta-
tion of & sum of $17, as a swmall token of
tho appreciation 1 wlieh his services are
held, My, Clazie replied in suitable torms.

Reev. Do, Bruvs, pustor of Fort Massey
Church, has Leon presouted with & hand-
sowo pulpit gown by the ladies of lus con-
gregation.

Presbytery of Bruce.

This Presbytery held an adjourned moot-
ing at Nortu Braco, on the 28th ult., for
the induction of the Rev, Juo. Scott, late
of St. Andrew's Church, London, and for
the transaction of ordinary business. Thore
woro eight ministors and threo olders in
attendance. Rev. D). Fraser, of Saugeen
boing present, was asked fo sit and corres-
pond, Mr. Tolmio presided, Mr. Straith
preached, Mr. Fraser addreszed the miais-
tor, and Mr. Anderson the people. The
induction servico over, the members of
Prosbytery and tho strangers wore mvited
into the manse, where they sat down to a
well sprzad teble. The members of the
ccngregnﬁon wero supplied with refresh-
wments in the church, After all had done*
amplo justico to thewrselves, tho Prosbytery
resumed business ie tho manss. A uuani-
mous and hearty call from Tara, Allanford,
addrossed to the Rev. James Cameron,
proncher, wWas sustainsed, and ordered to be
transmitted. The salary promised is $700
with imanse, or its equivalent, should tho
manse not be required. A circular lelter
was road from the Preshytery of Guelph,
stating their intontion to ask the General
Assewbly at its next meeting, for leavo to
receive ag o minister of tlug church, tho
Rev. D. Smyth, & minister of the late New
Connection Mothodist Church. The Pres-
bytery would recommond cnution. Busi-
neds over, the members of court repaired to
the church, where a meeting of weolcome to
Mr. Scott wag held. Mr. Tolmie presided.
Mr. Scott was presentod with an elegantly
bound Biblo and Psalm Book by the con-
grogation, with a short address of welcome
and good will. Short addresses wero then
delivered by Messrs. Gourlny, Anderson,
Stewart, Fraser, {Saugoen,) Straith, Fraser,
(Kincardine,) ete. At tho close the pro-
wiso of the congrogation wag implemoented
by tho Treasurer paying Mr. Scott his
salary six months in advanco. Mr. Scott
entors on his labors in this interesting field
under very cheerful circumstances,—A.G.F.

Presbytery of Montreal.

This Presbytory met at Ottawa on 5ih
May, 1875, and sustained a call from
Chalmeors' Church, Moutreal, to tho Rev.
Wm. Mitehell, of Millbrook, Ont. ; also an-
othor eall to Rev. Adam McKay, of Capo
Broton Islaad, from Gordon Church, Iu-
dian Lands Tho Presbytory at the same
time, received tho Rev. H. Sinclair's resig-
nation of the pastorato of the congregation
of Lingwick, and took stops- for organiz-
inz o new congregation at Arendel and Do
S:ﬁnborry, in the county of Argenteunil. On
Triday evening after, the Preshytery met
in Montroal, aud nducted the Rev. C.
Baater into tho pastoral charge of Presby-
terinn Church, Stanloy Streot.—Jangs
IVarsoy, Pres. Clerk.

—————— e tateeare®.

MR. Moopy said in ono of his London ad-y
dresses, ¢ wo 'ahould have tho faith of the
littlo boy who, after askng God to grant a
ocertain request, added, * You will, Lord ; I
know Yo will.""

Mzr. Geores MuLLeg, the founder of the
Ashleydown Orphaneges, has been preach-
ing at Brighton, and tho numbers attend-
ing avo so Inrge that the Dome, which zc-
commodater 8,000 porsons, is to be scoured.

Tur Presbytory of Edinburgh has peti-
tioned the magistrates of tho city to graut
no now licenses, and to refuse vonewsals in
all casos whore the oxistenco of public
houges has proved morally injurious to the
locality.

ME aro asking, * Wheve is thoro any
resting-placo amidst this deluge of anbeliof
and falso dochiire with whish the whols
carth is ovorspread 7 Bav why such a ques.
tion? Isnot tho ark of God's Word tloat.
ing high above it, offering a secuve, & per-
manent resting-place 15 cvery weary and
hieavy-ladon-soul that reelks n vefuge 1a it ?
Ia not the ark of Gol's testimouy sproad
open before you? Keep close to God's
own Word, Let na waa. call himeelfwhat
ho will, movo you from tho foundation.
Aud'amidst all the sacred interprotlaticus.
of thiat Word, Xeep to that which a prayor.
fu), oaraest, and dilligent parnsal of it car-
tios hon:o {0 y Jur sonscience.’

Sabbaths Abroad-Tho United Prosby-
terian Church.

VIRST fapra,

Leaving lidinbnrgh, we pacsed theangl
thie Last Lottusns by tho North British
Bauwag. ‘Vhe beanutnl landseape of this
distriot possesses that peenliae chenn wine,
ouly tradition and history caw ymyart. Oy
vvery stdo areold battloficlds and the yurna !
of palnces and casties whers Kings nad conr
tiors travrasted successive chaptors of tha
old national lnstory.  Weonught o ghmpee
in passing of spotg famliar o us in former
yoars, and doar tor thew histovieal assoma.
tions, tho battle-flold of Finkio (1347,
Carberry i, where Queon Maty surren-
dered 1w 1569, Prestonpans, whote Siv Johu
Oopo was defeated by Prince Charles EJ
ward; Bankton Houge, tho yerldence of
Coloncl Gardiner, the Christian soldior, who
gallantly fell 1o a van cffort to yetrieve the
fortunes of that day ; the old eastlo of Dirol.
ton, which Ciomwell took in 1650; but
spnco fails us to write of Tautatlon Cnstle
and the Bass Hook, with their memories of
the Ukt Covenauters, of Dunbar and Inner-
wielk and Coclisbarns-path, with thawr hervie
nssocintions.

We were whitle1 throagh the ruaautio
ravine of Peasdean, skirting the Lauaner
moors, and then throngh a portion of the
Merea, to the tewn of Borwick upon Tweed,
go famons in the warsbiotweru agland wud
Santland.  Here we found our old fricnd,
the Rov Dr  John Cniviie, preparing, t,
leave for Edinburgh to take cﬁurge of his
elass in the Theological Seminary of the
United Preshytevion Churcli,  Dr. Cairns
18 well fmawn on this side of the Atlantic,
as well a8 in Franes and Garmany, as uno
of tho foremost of the Scottish schinlars and
theologians. He is o man of superior tal
onts, of the highest echolarship, and of tho
most devoted piety.  Nowhore Vil wo see
movo evidonces of the work of the Hnly
Spirit than in eouncetion with Dr. Cairns’
labours in Berwic’ and its vicinity, W
had not the pleasure of hearing him proach,
pnt from Berwicl. aathe contre of a district
whera the Tnited Presbytorian Church has
taken a powerful hold, and as the home of
its foremost preacher sud theologian, we
purpose directing the direction of our read-
ors tothe state of this important branch
of thie Scottish Church.

The Church formerly known s ¢ the
Secession ' took its riso in 1788. The Rev.
Ebenezer Erckine, of Stirhng, was one of
tho lenders of the popular party of the
Churech of Seutland at that time. From
various causes not necessary to be liere de-
tailed, the chicf among them relating to the
enforcomsent of the Act of Patronage, aud
to tho toleration of unsound dootrine, lio
was driven to renounce the authority of the
Charel of Scotiand, and, with three other
ministers, to set up n disticet chiurch, under
tho name of * the Secession.” Tho num-
of Seccceders rapdly increased, and their
early ministers were loarned, carnest, ands
dovoted men, whose pulpits were the watch.
towers of sound and Scriptural teaching in
& timo when the Scottish Establishment
was sunk in prevailing errov and indiffor-
ence. In fifteen years aftor the origin of
#the Secession,” there was a division in
this chmrch growing out of the question as
to tho lawfulness of taking an aath, intro
duced by tho government of that day, known
s tho * burgess oath,” but under its two
vival forms, the movement continued to
make rapid progress, and wlile in thesoe
churches there wag not a little that savored
of narrowness and intolerance, thers was
also a fearless courage and a robust piety
that has loft its broad mark upon the Pres.
byterian history and literature both of Scot-
land and of this country. It is interosting,
nlso, to note that one of the Secession found-
ers, and the first of hor theological profes-
sorg, Mr. Fisher, had studied in Holland,
and hence the theology of the Secession
was largoly influenced by tho old fedoral
theology of the Duteh Church., Ip 1820,
the two Synods were united and the Church
was aftersvard known as the United Seces-
sion Church.

A socond secession had taken place in
17562, growing out of Mr. Gillespie's opposi-
tion to a very arbitrary enforcement of the
Patronage Law. Mr. Gillespie was deposed
by the Gonoral Assembly, and he and his
friends founded a church which they called
“ the Relief,” mainly on the gronnd of the
frecdom of the Church from State control.
This Clhurch continued to incrcase 1 num-
bers and 1 inflaence tll the 18th of Nay,
1847, whon the two churches (**Secession ”
and ¢ Rolicf” adopted a Basis of Union,and
formed thie United Presbyterian Church,

Twenty years ago the United Prasbyter-
jan Church numbered among 1its mimsters
many men omient both as scholars and as
preachers. Among its old ministers were
Dr. Hugh Heugh of Glasgow, Dr. Robert
Balmer of Berwick, nud especially Dr.
John Brown, whoseattainments as a acholar
and divine were equally eminent with his
powers as & preacher, and who 18 familiar
to our readers not only by his valuable con-
tributions to Exegetical Theology. but also
by tho delightful skotch of hie charactor
and appearance from the pen of his gifted
sou aud namesake, the author of ** Rab and
His Friends.”

Theso have all passed away. The only
mon of the younger generation wio are
known among us as having added to the
sterling authorship of the Seottish Church,
are Dr. Eadieand Dr. John Cairas ; butthere
are oany old men in that Church, whose
names are lhousehold words in Scotland,
such as_ Dr. Robertson of Newington
Church, Ediaburgh, and tho Rov. Henry
Renton of Kelso. Ve had the opportunity
of hoaring some six or sevon cf tho young-
or miuisters of this Church, and we venturs
with somo hesitation to notice that in thoir
modes of presenting trath, and in their

ower 8s preachers, they differ groatly

rom the older generation of Scottish nin-
istera. Tt is almost the universal costom
among the youager miaisters of this Chureh
te road thenr sermons, and the worst of it
is, that they read them vory badiy. There
s in their readitg a drawl that sonnds like
an affectation of the peoulinr tons in ‘which
many Englieh ministers 1oad, recompavied
by a very broad Scottish agcnt, which pro-
duees an effoct thab is-anything but plead.
ant, Then the sermane themselves are
often alovenly in the style, and 1ooee- and
pointiess in the thinkiny. JItis a:pomible.

e e p—

is, to wr'te with suals o fatal facility thet.
tho rormon ro weitl. » runpot prop.uzly Lo
#aid to bo studied; wh reas, on thes other
hand, =3 recontly explrmod by ong own
Di Stons, and wntinently oxdwphtied in
W3 awn sopmons, o discutirss 1aay b proach.
rYwithout oven g noto in @iiting, and yot
the full beat of the mind may be thyawn
iito the prepavation, and in this wuy the
sermaon Ay bo anade to contoy the nest
iportant Sviiptaral trathan the moat ex.
quisite anavage, and illastrated by tho most
clasaio fmagery.  OF comso wo only hegrd
afow of the youngat mintistera of the United
Presbyterian Cuweh, and one apnions
formed vn {lig eunpuatively Limited field
of observation must Le taken with allow-
anco ; but so far as that obsorvution went,
wa found that in \he oharchos of tha BWs.
tabislunent, with tminmsters who gave then-
gelves to the proxclung of the Word, and
whose rormons wore proached swithout
notes, the seats were all fillod on the Sab-
batly, while in nauy of the churches of tho
United Presbytorian Churoch the congroza-

tima woro small and hsiless, and that for
this very good ronson, that tho sormons

were not jnteresting enough to gain and

keop tho attention of the people,  There

enn bo no doubt that the pullpn's of this

conntty and of Britnin aot and reaet upon

each oilier—but reading sermons in the

United States and n Seotlzad are two very

diffeient things—first, beeause the genrus of
of Bouttish preachung, its history and tradi-

tions, aro all agatust ronding sermons 3 and

scoondly, bucause the Scottish nuntaters, ag

a rule, ave not goud readeis.  Evon here weo

cannot Lt beliove that were the oxample

of Dr. Storrs and otbers—wo mention Dy,

Sturrs in particular because ho hasregently

called spocial attontion to the subjeot n his

lecture to the students of the Unson Theo-

logioal Sominary-—wore their oxample fol-

lowed, thoro would ba a decided advanes i

the popular powor of the Amorionn puimt.

Such proacliing can no longer ba conforud-

od with tho oxtemporancous haranzues of

men who boast that it is an easy thing to

got up ascrmon; it stands azsociated with

solid learning, eolegant accomplishments,

and prayorful, painstaking preparation,.—

Rev. David Ingu.s, L.L.D.,in N. Y. Chris-

ttan Iatclligencer.

Congrogational Singing.

1. A congrogation needs to be led, direct-
ed, just as much as an orchestra, or an
army, or any other budy of peoplo who try
to do anything togethier. Mo lead congro-
gational singing, a single voice, if distinct
and Grm, will answeor well, though several
voices oro bettor, and a good choir is best.
Yot such a choir, when the singing is con-
grogatinnnl, must be contoent to lead tho
congrogation, and its manner of singing
must be adapted to this oud, Whether the
lead be by one or more voices, the objeot is
to furnish nmusical guide to the poople.
T'he singing shonld therefure bo plain, omit-
ting anything like urtistio embellishments.
Ar theroe is a very general {endonoy on the
part of congregations to drag bohind iw
singing, tho leader will comwonly find j¢
necessary to strnggle against this faalt, and
by striking each tono promptly anl firmly,
to urge thom onward,

11, It i3 absolutely necessary to suceess
that proper tunes should be used. Thay
must vo (1) such as congregations ean sing.
All wlho can sing at all—and this tncludes
alm st everybody—must have au opportu-
nity to unite in the peopla's song., This is
the charm of congrogational singing—that
alt tho peoplo, not a part of them, are sing-
ers. It is obvious that the tunes must be
very easy, simple, and natural in molody
aud rhythur. No mattor how good a tune
may be, how excellont and attractive, if it
be not easy, so that tho people eansing it, it
will not do, and will prevent suceess in con-
grogational singing. (%) The tunes must
also bo such as the people will sing; such
as they will delight i, They must bo
popular, pleasing, good ; such a8 will inter-
est at first, and continue to interest, not
wearing out with a few times using, It is
useless to attempt to gol a congregation to
sing flat, doll fanes with the heart and the
understanding, even if thoy be induced to-
Jif: np the voice.

1.2, There must be proper adaptation of
tunes to the words. The importance of
this is searcely sppreciated at ail, Words
nre often sung to tunos with scarcely any
consuleration, as they hapoen to “hit or
miss.” If the metre is right, it matters not
for anything olse. Now, often succegsful
singing depends greatly npen its being sung
to the right music, We kunow how much
there i3 in elocution; how the samo poetry
may sound tamo and sonseloess from the lips
of oune reader, and full of fire and beauty
when more eloquently read. There is the
semo difforence between words sung {o ap~
propriste music. It must be vory evident:
to all that we ave thooratically right, thought
practically we believe thore is little atten-
tion paid to the matler. Tho tuné often
spoils the words, and the words spoil the
tune. Toew renlize the importance of this
propor adaptation of music to words. Somse
of our most popular tunes owe much of theiz
popularity, we are confident, to a union at
first with appropriate words, of whioh they
were mutually the peculiarly appropriste
exprossions.

IV. The tunes must be properly sungd.
Especially the fime must {;o vight. We
havo heard sowro of ths choicest tunes sung’
so much {oo slow, and so listlecsly, that
their whole spirit and beauly were lost,
This singing too slow is genorally s fault,
though it is quite possible to err in the
othier extromo.

V. It isa very great help to congrega-

sonts {ho tune as woll ag the words, and
both on the same page. Thoro is scarcely
a congregation in which there avo not
considom%lo namber who can rend music a
fitsle. By hnving tho notes befove them
they are onablod to sing with confidence,
nnd, scattered through tho congregalicn ax
the¥ are, they servo as vary important aids:
to thoso who cau sing only by ear.—Lanslcrn
Weokly Review.
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