
40 T7HE PRINTER'S MISCELLANY.

CONI)UÇTED fiT T. W'ILLIAlt B3ELL.

Personal.

We were favored a few days ago with a very
pleasant visit from Mr. Thos. Bengoughi, officiai
reporter of York County (Ont.) Courts, editor of
the Christian Ilelbe;-, and conductor of the
Capnadian l//ustr-ztled Shortlhand Writei-. AI.
though this gentleman's visit to St. Johin ivas
not as long as his friends desired iit to be, it wvas
long enougli to inîpress them with the geniai
and inspiring disposition of his character, and to
fornu the basis of an acquaintance that it svill
not be desirable to soon forget. We learned
from Mr. Bengough that hie wvas on bis way
bomne frons Saratoga, where lie liad been attend-
ing the fifthi annual meeting of the New York
State Stenographers' Association. Being con-
sidered a joily gooci fellow, Mr. B3. was elected
an honorary member of the association.

Printer-Phonographers.

As I stated in My former paper, the reporter
is often comipeiied to carry on two or three dif-
ferent operations in his mind at one and the same
time. In this very respect printers have the
benefit of practicai experience in their business
to aid theni in beconaing good reporters. In
setting up from manuscript, the printer often
has to compose very rapidiy, and at the saine
time correct errors of ipelling, grammar and
punct'uation, for, ab we ail know, even the im
maculate editors do not aiways farnish their
copy in as perfei.t a state as could be wishied,
whiie the "Igeat unwashed" (public) îvouid
seem to think that the printer can niake good
Engiish out of the wvorst jumble of words that
could be penîsed by mani.

This discipline gives the printer an immense
advantage in learning phonography over those
engaged in other pursuits. A great fàmiiiarity
with ail the styles of composition, and number-
less forins of expression in use by speakers and
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wvriters, and, indeed, witls the great family of
wvords, is necesbary for tise reporter; and this
the printer already lias, and 'Is, therefore, iii a
rnuch better position to avail bimself of phionog.
raphy thahi tihe great majority who take up the
study of the art. At a meeting of thle e
York State Stenographers' Association, beld at
Saratoga last year, Mr. W. H. Slocum, a !aiv
reporter of Bufralo, said lie belie% ed 44a printing
office wvas the best primary school for a reporter.,,
And hie wvas right. 0f course, there are botches
in the printiîig business who cannot dIo satisfac.
tory work at their owîs trade, and wvîo could
flot be expecteci to do satisfactory work in a pro.
fession requiring such close application ana
qui*k wit as that of reporting ; but 1 am speak.
ing more particularly of those workmeîi who
are a credit to the art of printing, and wiîo take
a pride and interest in doing their work 'veil.

'We think, then, it may be regarded as estab.
iished that a good printer is weil quaiified to tal-e
up the study of shorthand and make a success
of it.

Now, allow me to give a few words of coun.
sel as to the method of study. After thé princi.
pies have been fuliy mastered the wiioie secret
of tise student's success lies in the word "prac.
tice." Practice, incessant practice must lac the
motto. Practice night and morning; in lieai
and in cold ; practice duriîag the "1dog dayý"
and when the tîsermometer registers 4o* below
zero. Again, no one must be in too great a
hurry to become a rapid writer, or they will be
apt to defeat their own ends. Tise efflort to
Write faster than one is really able is sure to
resuit in the formation of a bad style of writing
-a habit that is certain to give trouble, and
which wvill cause much labor and loss of time
to unlearn. Slow and sure should lie the aisa
of the student.

And there ivill come a time in the practice of
tise student when hie wili feel as though lie wvere
n.ot making enough, progress for the time spent,
wlsen a gain of one or two words per minute a
day wili' be ail hie can make, and wlien the
longed.for goal of verbatim speed seems as fat
off as thse day of judgment. Just at this perod
of the student's experience comes the crucial
test.. It is at this stage of progress that the true
is separated from the false-, tise wheat froin the
cîsaif, and the true student sticks to bis tashk, and
finaily overcomes the difficuity, wisile the false
and half.isearted, gives up in disgust. In msY


