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herbs.
upon venison, and have no other foud to offer you.”

« Sir,” says Robin Hood, “ we outlaws usually breakfast
Of venison,
therefore, and wine, the visitors partook and departed.  On theie
return they were met by two ladies, representing Lady May and
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dren having a figure dressed in a grotesque manner, called a May
lady, before winch was placed wine and meats,

We have only to add, that May-day, so peculiarly a lover's
time, was esteemed by the ancients an unlucky day for marriages.

Lady Flora, both richly apparelled, nding in an open chariot, | — Home Magazine.

drawn by five horaes, on cach of which sat a lady.

The sports of the chimney-sweepers—Lamb’s ¢ innocent
or . MEMORANDA.

blacknesses”—are too well known to require description.
the same characicr was the Milkinaid’s Festival, now, we pre.
sume, totally lost.  They borrowed from their fnends all the
siiver plate they could, and with tis and varous domestic arueles
of the dairy, they decked out a kind of pedestal of green houghs,
round which they danced at every door, receiving generally,
return, a sinall gratuity.  The celebnity of Robin Hood and bus
maid Marian, caused the lord and lady of the May to be namel
after them, and also to wtrodice characters representng Robin’s
followers, Friar Tuck, Little Johin, ete., who were all arranged in
the green forester’s dress, and served, with the wnfailing bobby-
horse and dragon, to swell the pageantnes of the fesuval,
Gradually the queen of May ceased to be distingmshed for the
poetical elegance of hee character, and degenerated into a
performance oy a clown, whose fun was not remarkable for its
delicacy.  The morrice-danvers appear, from time immemorial,
to have formed part of the May sporte.  The actors were fantas-
tically arrayed, and bore bells of different tones, by which thoy
were distinguished, as first tenor, ete.  Their leader was splen-
didly apparelled.

curious custom ohserved on this day, is recorded in the
Morning Post of May 2, 1791, a. follows: ¢« Yesterday, being
the first of May, according to annual and superstitious custom, a
nmber of persons went mto the fields and bathed their faces
with the dew on the grass, under the idea that it would render
them beawtiful 1 This is certamly the most poetical of cos-
metics ; and taking into consideration the circumstances under
whieh it is applied, we should say the most eflectual,

Buat the more remarkable of the customs obscrved on this day,
are those which so strikingly exhibit therr pagan ongin, remaining
apparently unchanged from the remotest periods of our history ;
while religions and feelings frem which they sprung have been
totally swept away. Pennant mentons the following: The
herdsmen of a particular hamlet [in the Highlands], meet at some
concerted spot in the open air, and dig a square treach, the pant
within being left with its turf untouched.  On thns a fire is made,
and a large caudle prepared of eggs, butter, oatmeal, and milk,
This beng ready, the rites commence.  Cakes of oatmeal, on
which are nine square knobs, dedicated to the influences which
are suppused to protect or injure the cattle and flocks, are pro-
duced ; cach perzon, with his face towards the fire, breaks off a
knob and flings it over his shoulder, saying, “ Thus T give thee,”
naming some hemgn influence to whom that knob s devoted ;
¢ preserve thou ny horses,” ¢ This { give thee, O fox,” break-
ing off anuther ; ¢ spare thou my lambs.”  This part of the rites
over, the caudle is drank, and the affair terminated.  Here we
have the exact principles of pagan worship—the benevolent
deities honoured, the vindictive propatiated.  The Siatistical His-
tory of Scotland says, that « at Callander, n Perthshire, the youth
meet in the moors, and cut a table in green sod, of a round fHigure,
by making a trench of a corresponding shape for them all t sitin.
They then kidlea fire. aud with eggs and milk prepare a custard.
They also knead a cake of oauneal, which is afterwards toasted.
The custard is then caten, and the cake divided into as many
picces as there are members of the company. One piece is
daubed over with chascoal tll it is quite black, and then put with
others in a bonnet. Each youth then, blindfold,draws one piece,
and whoever obtains the black is the sacrifice to Baal, that s, he
is made to leap three times through the flames! Baal,a Gaclic,
means globe. The festival had its origin, doubtless, in the sun
worship of the ancients, whose returning warmth they chose this
day to commemorate.  In the Survey of Iretand, we find traces
of a similar idolatry. The first of May, in the Irish language, is
denominated La Beal time, that is, the day of Beal’s fire.  Apollo
was sometimes called Belinus.  The gods of Tyre were called
Baal: the scriptural allusion will recur to every one.  In Mun-
ater and Connaught, the peasantry have been seen to drive their
cattle through the fire, hoping therchy to preserve them from
discaze the ensuing year. This cceremony is derived from the
Druids, by whom, scys General Valleney, it was regularly ob-

AGRICULTURAL AND HORTICULTURAL

Tue Sty Frower.—Those who are most experienced in the
cultivation of thus plant, are sanguine that, with a proger soil and
proper cultivation, 113 more profitable than wheat or corn.  The
seeds are more oleaginous than those of the flax plant, and com-
bine the qualities for table use of the best olive oil ; for burning,
of the best speriu, without its smoke 5 and for painting, it is said
by pamnters who have used it, to be supenior to linseed, as it is
aore rapd in drying, equally easy i spreading, and without
fornung a much denser coat.  Prepared and eaten us artichokes,
the young cups of this plant ave very esculent and pleasing to the
palate, the stalks are an excellent subsutute for herup or flux, and
for bee pasturage, it 15 equal to any plant, yielding, from its
luscrous and numerous nectaries, an abundance of the bhest and
most palatable honey. A wrniterin one of cur agricultural ex-
changes, says, that, on swtable sol, with proper cultiveton, it
will yield, on an average, from eighty to ore hundred bushels of
seed to the acre.  From five to seven quarts of oil are calculated
on, per bushel, [ this is not over-estimating its productiveness,
and it can be raised as cheaply as wheat or Indian corn, ordi-
narily considered the mwst expensive crops culuvated, the sur
flower must be a very profitable production.  We have heretofore
culuvated it on a small scale, usually in vacant spots, by the
fences and 0 places where the cultivauon of other vegetables
was inchgible, and so far as our experieuce goes, it corroborates
the above assertions,  We find that the green leaves are very
excelient fudder lor cows, especially when the feed in our pas-
tures gets low in seasons of searcity and drought,  We generally
commence plucking them w July, taking the lower leaves first,
and feeding them out at mght, or, f the scareity of feed is great,
in the morang before turmng them from their yards.  We have
<oinetimes given them corn-toppings and the lcaves of the sun
flower at the same time, and have found that the latter are inva-
nably preferred,  The seed of the sun flower is a most desirable
food for poultey, 1ts Inghly oleaginous nature wholly superseding
the necessity of animal food.

To Dustroy Tug Curcurio.—A gentleman of this city
informs us, that a lady of his acyuaintance has, for several years
past, practised haiging one or more bottles, filled with sweetened
water, or the like, among the branches of her plura trees, and the
result has been an abundant supply of bath curculios and plums.
The curculios are caught in the bottle, and the piums left to ripen
without suffering from the curculios’ usual depredations. Some
tinde artention 15 necescary to note when the bottles get filled, and
then, of course, they must be emptied, and filled afresh.  The
gentleman says that this course has been fully successful ; result-
mg in abundant crops from trees so managed, while others around
had their fruit entirely destroyed. The remedy as stated is a
simple one, and so eawly adopted thatif in other cases it should
not succeed, its expense will be very trifling.— Cleveland Herald,
CraxBerries oy UrLaxps.—A. Burnham states, in the
Massachusetts Ploughman, that he sets ont cranberries from the
swvamps, on good corn ground, of aloarny character, in hills to
admit the cultivator, and clean hoeing. A part had six inches
square of muck on the roots, and others none ; both did equally
well.  The transplaunting was done early in spring ; they bloomed
aliout mid-summer, and bore fruit the same year.  «The fruit,”
hie states, * is large and handsome, many of the hills yielding a
pint of bernes.”

To Destroy Muwpegw.—Mr. Haggerston, who obtained, a
few years ago, a premium from the Massachusetts Horticultural
Scciety, for the discovery of a mode of destroying the rose slug,
says, that a weak solution of whale ol soap, in the proportion of
twvo pounds of soap to about fificen gallons of water, or weaker,
will check and entirely destroy the mildew on the goosebersy,
peach, grape vine, etc.

A PRAIRIE ON FIRE.
(Ezxtract of a Letter from Illinois.)
A Prairie on fire! Did you ever see one, Messrs, Editors 7

served. At Cambridge o custom swas noticed, ig 1802, of chil-

A}

No! Well then, come stand with me at the door of this log
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