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lierbs. 41 Sir," says Robini Hood, l ive outlaws usîialiy breakfast
tupon venion, and have nu otiter food to ofrer yuu.11 Of venison,
tiierefore, aud %ville, the vi2itors Iîartook ani departed. On their
return thoy wvere met by two ladies, reprcesentiîîg Lady May and
Lady Florn, boîli riclîly apparelledl, ridiîîg il% an open chariot,
drawn by five borates, on cadi of vhîchit at lady.

The sports of the Iliîe-~eeesLm' inînocett
blacknesscs"l-are fou, well kîtuwn ta rcqîîirc desoriptiori. 0f'
the same characier wvas Ulic M~ilkîiaid's Festival, nlow, we lire.
suime, totally i<,st. lihey boiruro d fron titeir friends ail the
siltvcr plate they cîîtdd, artul wniit uit and vartous doincâtie articles
of th c dai ry. Urne y d ecked ou t a kinud ofi pedestai of green bougbis,
round %h iîic hy dattced nt evcry door, ree-ei% tttg gettcraiiy, tn

return, a sinall gratumîy. 'lie celebrtty oi Robiin Hood and lits
maid Mariait, cause(] te lord ani lady of trie May to be îîained
aiter them, ind aiso ta introdIîce chitaacters repreizentttqg Robtit's
foiloîver-s, Friar Tuek, Littie Jiit, etc., îwlîo wecre ail arraitsed iii
the green I;irester's dres, and serned, wthf #le îîta li iîubv-
horse and dragoun, lu siveil te pageatîtries of the festival.
Gradlually îte titcen of MNay ccascd to be tîngîie for the
pootical eleganco of lier character, aind degenerated mbt a
performnance ny a clo%îvn, whose fuit %Nas flot reniarkabie for it.;
del icacy. Tlte norrice-danrersi appeur, iroîin tinte iitîiintorial,
ta lave forîe part oi the i ay sporis. Tt coswr ats
tically aria yed, aîtd bore beils of ilicrett toile-;, by %vhicit tiîoy
were distinguislied, as firit tenor, etc. Titeir leader was spien-
didly apparelled.

A curionis ctîstoîn observed oit this day, is recorded in tlie
Xiornistg Post of May 2, 1791, a.' fullovs: "1 Yesterday, bcirîg
the furst of May' accurdîîîg ta aniual and superstitious custoiti, a
nuttiber of persuns %v'et titt flic fields and haÉlied titeir fiaces
with tile dov oin Utle grass, titder te idea titat it %vout([ render
tîtei heautiful !" Titis is certatîdy ice intt poctical of cus-
metics ; ani taking inta consideration the c'rctnistatîccs under
wiih il is applied, ive silîold Say fle inost effetuai.

But the mîore retnarkabic of file cuýtnms obtserve(] on titis day,are tose witich so striktingly exfîib.i titeir pagin oriitn, remainittîr
apparentiv uîcaîrdfront Urne retnotes;t petiods of' our history;
w~hile religioti8 and feelings firoul îw'ii thtey spriing have been
totally swept nivay. Pennant metins the liluig: 'lie
lîerdsrtîen of a partieular lianilet [in file H-ighliands], icet at soite
concerted spot in fltc openi air, aîtd dig a square frenchl, the p)art
within bcing lef i witiî its turf untouclbed. On titis a lire is made,
and a large eaudie prepared of cggs, butter, oaitucal, aîîd inilk.
Tii boîng rcady, the rites comnittce. Cakes oi oatmneal, on
wvhich arc imie square kîîobs, dedicnted ta the influences tvhich
are sttpp-,sed tu protect or ijure the catie and Iokaie pro-
duced ; cadi per-on, wvith his falce towards tue fire, breaks off a
knob and fling'î it over bis shoulder, saytng, Il Tii 1 give thec,
nam;ng Somne benign itlluernice ti %vilain that ltnob i.s dcvoîed
Il preserve thott tny Ilse. Th'Iis 1 give iiiee, 0 fi," break-
ing off anuther ; ", spate tiiou nîv lanilîs." Titis part of ici rites
over, te caudie ký draiîk, antI thte ail'atr tprittiitated. Here ive
h-ic the exact principles of pagan %Vorship-tlhe heitevolent
deities honoored, te viiidiu'tie proptiaied. The Sialistical His-
tory of Scotland says, titat Il at Ctllatîder, iii Pertlisîtire, [lte vutt
meet in the mloors, ani rut a tabhle in green Sud, of a rounid figure,
by making a trench of a eorrespondittg shape for tbcm ail t- sit in.
Thpy then kîndîc a tire. atid vitb cegs anul niilk prepare a coistard.
They aiso icnead a cake tif oaxincai, wbicb is aftcrn'ards toasted.
The custard is titen caten, and die cake divided ito as înany
pieces as there are iinbers of tîte companv. One piece t-s
daubed oiver wvith charcoal tilt it ks quite lîlack, andl dieu put %vith
others ia a bonnet. Each youîh tIbert, blntddasone pîccl,
and wlioever obtains flic black is Ulic savrifice ta Baal, Oiat us, lie
is made to lcap îbr-cc limes thîrough the fl-atues! Baal, in Gaclic,
mntis globe. The fo.âtival ftad lis origi, douhUless, in te Son
worslîip of tue ancients, whose rcturnittg waritdi tey chose titis
day to commemrrate. In flie Suirvey ofilre!and, ive fid traces
of a similar idolatry. The firit of May, in the Irish langua-e, is
denominaied La Beni tine, tOiat is. tlie day of Beal's lire. Apollo
wag sometimes called Belinuis. 'Élic go;ds of 'lyre wvere called
Baal tbe scriptural allusion xvill recuir ta evcrv otte. In Mont-
Rter and Connauglit, the peasantry ltaxe been scen ta drive their
cattle througiî the lire, boping thcreby ta preserve tiete irom
disease the ensuing ycar. Titis cureniony is derived from tile
Druids, by whoin, siays General Vallecy, it i'as regularly ob-
scrved. At Camtbridge a custoin xvas noticed, iq 1802I, oi ci-

dren i hîving a figure dre.%sed iii a grotesque mnner, called a May
lady, before winîch was placcd uvine aîîd tacats.

%Ve htave onty to add, that, May-day, so pccutiiarly a lover'a
uie, %vas estecined by tlie aiicieîtts ait unlucky day for marriages.
- hoie ,11figtizine.

A(.RICULTU RAL AN D IIOWrICULTrURAL
N .E3IORANI)A.

'l'un Suq Ftown.-rthose who are most cxperienced in the
citîtivation of titis pliant, are mnoîguinîe that, witit a proper soil and
îîîîîwr curnîîvatoit, a1 is mîore profitable Oti xvheat or corn. The
seeds atre mure oleauinous titan titose oi- flic flax plant, and corn-
bitte the qutalifies for talîle use of tile bezzt olive ail ; for burning,
of the hest sp)erîll, withuut its smloke ; and for painting, it iii said
lîy p)athtter4 wiio bave used it, to be superior to ltnseed, ce il i9
.110re raçîtd iii dryiiîîg, c<îualiy ensy ii spreading, and without
l'orming a ttch detiser coat. Preîîatcd and eaten ris artichokes,
the yungtî cuits oi tuis planît are very eseilent and pleasing to lte
îîalate, the :taiks are ait excellent substitute for htenip or flux, and
l'or bec pasturage, il is equal Io aîîy plant, yielding, from ils
lutilltus anîd ritirerous nectartes, ait abondance (if the lieuî and
iaost 1talatable lioney. A wrtte' lt one of cur agricoltural ex-

>,IS lnun suttale sud, tvihproper cultvs1ton, il
%vil yeld oi at aerae, ron egliy t or hndrd Lsitlsof

seed tu flc e . Frot liye to seven quarts of oi are calculated
on, lier huishel. [t. titis ki not over-csuiiating its productiveneS3,
attd ut can ho raised as citeapiy as tvlient or Indian corhn, ordi-
îiarily conîidered the iii051 eNpensiv-e crops crnlivated, the suit
ilower itist be a,ýet-y profitable production. IVe bave lieretofore
cuiltvate it oit a situail scale, usttally in vacant spots, by the
fittces andI in places %viiete fle cititivation of oter vegetables
%vas iîelitgible, antd so lar as our exiierience goos, it corroborates
tite aliove asseriuons. WVe find that te green louves are very
excellenit foudder for co'x's, cspecially wvica tue feed ia our pas-
tutrcs gets, low iii seasons uf bcarcity andi drouglbt. Wc gcaerally
comnîuîce plitckiig Oien t si]July, takitîg te lotver banves ftrst,

ani'ediîtg Utietîto ut aIiglit, or, if lte searcity of feed is great,
iiUi th n')riîîiig hciorc turntttg thite frutt Ilir yards. We bave
'îiuitetitîes given thîcîti cuîrn-toppings autd the lcaves of lte sori
flover at thc sanie finiec, antd have fuuîind that flice latter are iava-
rtably preferred. lThe secd oi the bun fluwver is a most desirable
food for poîîliry, ilsî iîgiîy oleaginous nature wholly supersediag
tlie iecesý,ity of animal foud.

To Dc;s-RoY VISE CuRcumoî.-A gentleman of ihis city
infortîts us, tîtat a lady oihbis acî1naintance lias, for several years
paý,t, practised litai gin-, otte or umore boutles, fliled with sweetened

wetor the like, atîîoîg the branches of lier phuni ree3, and the
result lias been ait abundant suppiy oi bath curculios and plunis.
'l'lie cuetiiolts are canigit. iniftie boutle, and tlic pioms left ta ripent
wiîiotut ,uffering front tîte curcultos' uboal depredations. Some
filie attentjion is nece.3"ary o nlote %vlien fite bottles get filled, and
tîtea, iii cournse, îliey iiiit, lie empticd, and fled afresh. The
gentlemnî says tîtat titis course lias been fully ccessful ; result-
îîîg itn abuîdanm crops fron t rees so raaaged, while others around
iîad thîcir fruit cnîîîely destroyed. lThe remedy as stated is a
simple one, aîîd sa easily adujied that if in ocher cases il should
îlot succeed, ils exjîense %,,.ill bc vcry tri fiing«.- leveland Herald.

CRANDERnatS ON Uî'1LAxNDs.-A. Borahani states, in the
M~aSachwîsctts Ploughman, that lic sets o'îl cranberries front the

oivn tso good corn groond, ai a loamy characler,' in bis to,
admtit tue cultivator, aîîd clean hocing. A part hîad six ladies
sýquare (if ntock oit the moots, and oiliers none ; bath did eqoally
%vell. 'l'lie transplamttitg xvas donc carly in sisring ; biîey bloomed

rhotnîid-sîmnier, and bore fruit the sanie yrar. -iThre fruit,"
lie states, I is large and itandsome, many ai Uie hilîs yieldiag a
upint of berrnes."

To DESTROY Mîutnw.-Mý\r. Hagger.ýton, xvho obtaiaed, a
fewv ycars ago, a prcuuî fram thi Massachuisets Horticoltural
Society, for flie discovery of a modle of destroying the rose zlig,
say,, thtat a weak suoluuion oi xvbale ail soap, in tue proportion of
tuvo poivrtds of soap to about fiuteen gallons of xvater, or wenlier,
tvtll check and eatirely dostroy the mildewv on tic gooseberry,
pcadi, grrape vine, etc.

A PRAIIE ON PIRE.
(EzIraci of a LcUcm'from Illinois.)

A Prairie on fire! Did you ever sec one, Messrs. Editors 7
No ! Weil thect, corne stand wvitli me nt bte door of titis log


