
Irish looking for New World Order

Britain stands in way 
of Irish Unification

December 6 declared as Women's 
Remembrance Day at-York University

An open letter to all members of the York Community
Britain is involved in a war with 

the nationalist community, keeping 
Northern Ireland in a constant state of 
emergency. In their attempts to solve 
the conflict they target people with 
nationalist leanings, causing even 
more alienation and resistance to 
British rule.

by Tim Hanna
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I I very few months we
j leam from the North

American press that 
Irish “master crimi-

I__________I nais” and “terrorists”
have bombed some innocent victims 
again. The press tells us it is a reli­
gious war of fanatics, Protestant and 
Catholic — a situation beyond our 
understanding.

Why is there no solution? Why is 
it supposedly a situation we cannot 
understand? In our first-world ego­
centrism, things like this only happen 
in quaint third world countries, or to 
impoverished communists — not in 
democratic Europe.

The fact is that Northern Ireland is 
not a complicated problem. It is a 
classic case of colonialism. Though 
the colonial days are over, and recently 
we have seen most of the colonies 
created by the Second World War 
dissolve, Northern Ireland is not a 
religious war but an archetypical story 
of native versus invader.

Religion is a factor only in that it is 
a clear way of distinguishing the two 
communities. Britain has attempted 
to rule Ireland for 800 years — long 
before the Reformation. Even then, 
England oppressed and the Irish re­
belled.

The roots of the current Irish 
situation are not in religion, but in the 
British conquest of Northern Ireland. 
Religion was used as an important 
weapon in Britain’s divide-and-con- 
quer plan. In order to suppress the 
strong Celtic culture, England was 
forced to destroy it. As in any imperi­
alist situ alion, the way to truly conquer 
is to colonize. The English did this in 
a brutal slaughter, driving the Irish 
from their land and replacing them 
with loyal settlers.

Today’s conflict is between these 
two groups — the native Gaelic Irish 
and the descendants of loyal (mostly 
Scottish) settlers. Northern Ireland 
was settled last, as it was the last of 
Ireland to totally surrender to the 
English. By this time the Reformation 
had occurred, and the British used 
this difference of religion to their 
advantage.

Today in Northern Ireland the Na­
tionalists are still fighting for self- 
determination and civil rights, while 
the loyalists are still fighting to retain 
their culture and union with Britain.

The nationalist communities’fight 
for independence is a struggle closely 
tied to their culture. They maintain 
that they are Irish, and strive to keep 
their traditions, including language 
and music, alive.

Within the Loyalist-run province, 
any interest in Irish culture is looked 
upon as subversive. The Gaelic lan­
guage, and even an innocent symbol 
like the harp, are thought criminal. In 
Northern Ireland such an expression 
of culture is a sign of nationalism, 
which in the eyes of the government 
is a sign of republicanism. There is 
virtually no Irish language or history 
education available in Ulster schools.

Not all nationalists, or even repub­
licans, support the current tactics of 
the I.R.A. The I.R.A. is only a symp­
tom of the alienation felt by the na­
tionalist communities. For national­
ists their inequality, and the presence 
of the British army on their streets, is 
a constant reminder of their oppres­
sion.
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are not allowed to appear on televi­
sion, radio, or even to be quoted in the 
press. When young Irish nationalists 
realize their elected local politicians 
have no say, and their votes are there­
fore useless, it is not hard for them to 
realize their only way of being heard 
is through armed resistance to British 
rule.
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Even Sinn Fein, the hardline na- MICRO YORKtionalist party that supports the I.R.A.,
has drafted a six-year plan for British SvgrM Serving York University Administration, Faculty, Staff and Students

Educational software are full functional products 
Students must show Student number before purchase 
Prices subject to change without notice.

York Lanes, 2nd floor of Bookstore
Store Hours

Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

withdrawal. They want only for En­
gland to issue a statement of intent to 
withdraw so that nationalists can 
conduct talks with the loyalists on 
their place in a free Ireland. But al­
though parties like Sinn Fein are le­
gal, Britain refuses to deal with them.

In 1990 the I.R.A. offered to enter 
peace talks with Britain in the spirit of 
the changes taking place throughout 
Europe. Britain refused unless the 
I.R.A. denounced violence. Despite 
the need for an end to violence this is 
a very unrealistic approach.

England’s plan is fight the I.R.A. 
in a war they cannot win and prolong 
the bloodshed. If Britain were to de­
liver a statement of intent to withdraw 
they would instantly take away the 
I.R.A.’s reason to exist.

The British talk of a loyalist 
backlash would probably not be the 
“bloodbath" they say, as not all loy­
alists follow the fanatical views of 
Rev. Ian Paisley, and would prob­
ably, with diplomacy, go fairly easily 
into a united Ireland.

By dialogue and education the 
loyalists would leam their fears of 
religious persecution are unfounded. 
In the southern Irish republic Protes­
tants and Catholics exist in peace. It is 
very rare for a group to fight to bring 
back a colonial power.

The only group with the power to 
end the bloodshed is Britain, yet they 
refuse to look for solutions, despite 
the “New World Order.”
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COMPUTERS 
YORK UNIVERSITY, 

BOOKSTORE
Micro York will be closed from 

December 21, 1991 until January 6, 1992

$ 95.00 
$ 99.00 
$ 99.00 
$ 95.00

Visual Basic - PC 
Windows V3.0 - PC 
Mouse Serial & PS/2 
Works for Windows 
PowerPoint for Windows $ 175.00 
Windows Productivity 
Ballpoint Mouse 
Publisher for Windows 
Windows Entertainment $ 35.00
Excel & Word Windows $ 199.00 
Excel & Word Macintosh $ 199.00

• PageMaker - PC V4.0
• PageMaker - Mac V4.0
• FreeHand - Mac V3.0
• Presuasion - Mac
• Presuasion - PC
• Digital Darkroom - Mac
• Prsonal Press - Mac
• SuperCard - Mac

$ 199.00 
$ 199.00 
$ 150.00 
$ 115.00 
$ 115.00 
$ 199.00 
$ 87.00 
$ 99.00

• PS410 Postscript $1950.00

• Teach Me DOS 5.0 $ 31.00
• Teach Me WP V5.1 $ 31.00
• Teach Me DBase IV $ 31.00
• Teach Me Lotus 123 $ 31.00

$ 56.00 
$ 165.00 
$ 99.00

$ 325.00• Harvard Graphics
• Typing Tutor V DOS $ 42.00
• Typing Tutor V Win $ 42.00
• Grammatik IV PC

$ 129.00 
$ 185.00 
$ 89.00 
$ 278.00 
$ 90.00 
$ 65.00

• Turbo Debugger & Tools $ 110.00
• ObjectVision Windows $ 89.00

• Borland C++ - PC
• Turbo Pascal Windows
• Quattro Pro V3.0 - PC
• Paradox V3.5 - PC
• Paradox SQL Link - PC
• Reflex V2.0 - PC

• Norton Utilities - Mac
• Norton Utilities - PC
• Norton Backup - PC
• SAM Antivirus - Mac
• SUM II Utilities
• Think Pascal
• Think C

$ 85.00 
$ 109.00 
$ 82.00 
$ 64.00 
$ 110.00 
$ 100.00 
$ 165.00

$ 56.00
$ 28.00 
$ 22 .00 
$ 56.00 
$ 47.00 
$ 47.00 
$ 39.00 
$ 59.00 
$ 59.00

• Resume Kit
• Certificate Maker
• LSAT Software
• GMAT Software
• SAT Software
• One Person Office
• Quicken V5.0
• Quicken Windows

• LaserJet IIP Plus (New Prmter)$ 950.00
• LaserJet IIIP
• LaserJet III

$1200.00 
$1805.00 
$ 475.00 
$ 885.00

• DeskWriter (Mac printer) $ 475.00
• DeskWriter C (Colour) $ 885.00

• WordPerfect V5.1 $ 149.00
• WordPerfect for WindowsS 159.00

$ 149.00
• WordPerfect Office- PC $ 118.00
• WordPerfect Office- MAC$ 118.00

$ 149.00

• Deskjet 500
• Deskjet 500C (Colour) • WordPerfect Mac • HyperCard Develp. $ 97.00

• Power Package
Filcmaker. MacWrile II & MacDraw II

• FileMaker Pro
• Resoleve
• Apple System 7

$ 235.00

• DrawPcrfect - PC $ 154.00 
$ 114.00 
$ 110.00• Lotus 123 for DOS V2.3 $ 149.00

• Lotus 123 for Winodws
• Lotus 123 for DOS V3.1 $ 149.00

$ 1 10.00

Say it in the Bearpit ! • Ventura for Windows
• Ventura for Mac
• Formbase - PC

$ 230.00 
$ 230.00 
$ 202.00

$ 179.00
All student submissions considered. 

Please keep length under 600 words. • Ami Pro V2.0
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