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Ottawa, April 9—(Special)—The orders
were issued this evening in connection with
the: recruiting of the fourth contingent
for South Africa. There will be four
regiments, 10 be known as the 3rd, 4th,
5th and 6th Canadian Mounted Rifles.
They will be armed, clothed and equipped
as the Imperial Yeomanry of his majesty’s
forces. The conditions of service will be
for 12 months, or until the termination
of the present war in South Africa.

The pay will be the same as that of the

_second mounied rifles, namely: Cavalry
rate from date of enlistment to embarka-
tion, and Imperial Yeomanry rates from
that date on; the age not under 20 years
nor over 40; the standard height has been

s changed to not under 5 féet 4 inches, not

_‘s‘ more than 5 feet 11 inches, and the weight
L)

not mote than' 180 pounds, instead of 185,
as previonsly stated. The chest measure-
tnent will be not less than 34 inches. The
medical Téquirements and qualifications
are the same as those of the mounted
riflesy preferencé to be given to men who
have had previous service in South Africa,
aad single men; married men and. widow-
ers with children will be acecepted condi-
tional o1 no separation allopvance being
issned. it 4o B
-The establishment will be: .
Regimental staffi—One Ilieutenant,  §
major, second in command; 1 adjutent, 1
medical officer, 1 quartermaster, 1 veterin-
ary offiger, 1 smmt*kmaj;);, 1 qwtex;

__madter-sergéant, 1 cook, privates,
dlerks, 2 ordérlies, 2 medical officers, 16

_ battmen. j

Squadion establishment—One major or

‘ ‘captain, 4 subalterns, 1 #quadron major, 1
squadron qwigermastﬁr-ﬁngn], 1 farrier
“hergeant, 4 sergeants, 3 shoeing smithe, 1

' ‘saddler, 2 buglers, 6 corporals, 97 privates,
~otal 121, :

iw® The recapitalation will be: -

- Squadron ‘establishment—Eighty officers,

- 412 staff sergeants, 64 artificers, 32 buglers,

. 1,648 rank and file, total 1,936,

.+ Reg'mental staff—Tw.nty-four officcrs, 12
- «taff sergeants and sergean's, 84 rank and
de, total 100. i §

Total—Officers; 104; staff sergeamts and
sergeants, 124; rank and file, 1,712; grand

zotal, 2,096 officers and men, with 2,174

'Jml’r:‘tbem of ‘i contingent, the priv-

ilege will be granted to officers, non-com- f

miseioned. officgts and men to assign pait ]
of their pay.fo ;'wu, such, assignments :
‘captured by Kritzinger, testiified  that he

will be jssued monthly from the depart-
. anemt of
! will commence April 15, and continue until
ordered to cease, The recruiting station
with the recruiting and .medical officers,
are; :
‘*«QT'«W Brupswick—Fredericton  district,
¢ er commanding, officer in medical
charge.

Moncton—Capt. W. H. Watts, 74h
Regiment; Sergt. Major F. White, 74th
Regiment.

Newcastle—Major Maltby, 12th Tield
Battery; Sergt. Major J. M. Baxter, 73rd

i 't

Regiment.
St. John—Lieu. Colonel McLean, 62nd
Regiment; Major A M 8

Woedstock—Major W. C. Good, 10th |

Field Battery; Sergt. Major Haad, 10th
Field  Battery. .

Nova Secotia—Halifax, ' district officer
commanding; Sergt. Capt. Foster, 68th
Regiment. ;

Kentville—Major J. A. Northrup, Surg.
Major Webster, K. C, H.

Thuj eut. Col. N: Laurence, 78th
Regiment; to be' detailed.

Sydney—Capt. W Crawe, Sydney. C. A.;
Lt. Colonel ¥. O'Neil.

ringhill—Lieut. Colonel W. Letchen,

1 73rd Regiment; te be detailed.

i

wwdorwarded any day following the date of

Yarmouth—Capt: T. R. Jelly, 2nd divis-
jon st O. A.; C.A. Webster, M. D.

Middleton—To be detailed; Major J. A.
Snenagle, A. M. 8.

P. B. Island—Oharlottetown, district offi-
ser commanding; Surg. Major 8. Jenkins,

1y fth Regiment C. A.

t5.a0

+4AThe-point of concentration will be at
ma¥alifax, as before stated. Recruits will be

enligtment. At Halifax they will be form-
ed into four regiments and shipped ae-
cording to transport accommodations., The
third regiment will be shipped first and
the others in turn,

Canadian Prisoners Shot?

Tord Minto reeeived a cable from the
casualty department at Cape Town today,

stating that General Lord Kitchener had
configned the death of Corporal Wm. A,
Kinsley and R. B. Dey, who, he says,
were shot on April 2ad between Boechult
and Clerksdorp. This statement with re-
spect to 'these two men would seem to
indicate that they had \been shot by the
Boers after being taken| prisoners. They
were first reported dead by released pris-
oners, and as they were not shot until two
days after the battle at Kleinhart's river,
it is evident that they must have suffered
death at the hands of the Boers.

London, April 9—The correspondent of
the Standard at Klerksdorp, ‘I'ransvaal
Colony, has cabled: a graphic account of
the battle of Doornball farm, March 31,
in which the British had three officers
and 24 men killed and '16 officers and 131
men wounded, while the Boers had 137
men in killed or wounded.

A. small force of Canadians and mounted
infantry, says the gorrespondent, were op-
posed by sevenfold their number. Bix
hundred Boers charged confidently, éalling
upon them to surrender. Lieut. Carruth-
ers, of the Canadians, sprang to his deet,
and, exclaiming that he would not sur-
render, shot the foremost Boer with his
revolver at a distance of 15 paces. The
Canadians had no cover except the short

| grass. Lying prone upon the ground they

fired steadily’ and forced the Boers to
seek the shelter of a screen of trees. Many
of the Boers climbed these trees and fired
down. on the Canadians. The latter kept
the enemy at bay for two hours.

' When all but 15 of the British troops
were killed or wounded, the Boers ven-
tured another rush and captured the hand-
ful of survivors. Lieut. Carruthers was
the only British officer who was not seri-
ously wounded.  He had several flesh
wounds, but refused to go to a hospital.
Some of the Boers wanted to shoot him

 when he was: taken prisoner, but they

ultimately thought better of this, saying:

“He is too brave a man to die that way.”
All of the dead men and most of the

wounded had several wounds each.

Details of Kritzinger's Trial,

Graff Reinet, Cape Colony, April 9—
The tral of Comfrandant Kritzinger lasted
two days. No evidence was obtained fo
connect the prisoner with the shooting of
natives, .and one escout 'who had -been

had ‘been well treated and that a pass
had been granted him. The charge of

| train wwiecking against the Boer command-
| ant.was withdrawn, and he was acquitted

without ‘cross exmmination by .counsel for
the defence. Kritzinger was tried by a
courtmartial on the charge of committing
four murders, in addition to train wreck-
ing and cruelty to prisoners,

- Pretovia, April 9—Mr. Steyn, the former
president ‘of the Orange Free State, who
i taking part in the peace negotiations

“in South Africa, is suffering from severe

ophthalmia, and is threatened with total
blincness.
Pretorra, April 9—The British authori-

:{ies are making preparations for a great
 geries of “drives” on' the arrival of rein-

orcements. The general outlook for the
rs is said to be most disheartening. It
is ‘thought here that the bulk of the rebels
are only waiting a promise that they will
nét be banished to come in and surrender.
Tondon, April 10—The Daily -Chronicle
ifis morning publishes a rumor that Lord
Rosabery is going to South Afriea to study
the situation there, with a view of submit-
ting his impressions and advice to King
Edward. .
 London, April 11.—The Financier & Bul-
Honist publishes a despatch from Pretoria
this morning declaring that the Boer lead-
ers have accepted the British terms, that
peace . has been arranged and that the
terms of peace have been cabled to the
Boer agents in Europe. .
Other unconfirmed statements of a sim-
ilar character are in circulation in Lou-
don tonight. It is said that Frederic
Rutherford Harris, former secretary of
the British Chartered South Africa Com-
pany has received a telegram to the same
effect but nothing of any ofticial or really
velfable nature concerning the matter is
known.
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Sivil Service- Examinations in Some
“' Cases to Be Done Away With--
" Salary Rules Changed.

Ottawa, April 10—(Special)—Hon. Mr.
Mulock introduced into the House of

' Commons today his post office bill. It ap-

plies to messengers, packers, letter car-
riers, porters and sorters. In their case,

(a civil service examination has been done

- .away with. Instead of a yearly salary

. a per diem allowance would be.substitut-

ed, instead of waiting for nine years to
reach the maximum salary half that time
: would be all that is necessary. A super-
‘intendent of city post offices would be
provided for in the bill. The first one to
fill this position would be given Mr. Ross,
assistant post officer -of Toronto.

.

-
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NO SETTLEMENT YET OF
 HALIFAX STRIKE TROUBLE

Deputy Minister of Labor Meets
Both Sides -- Builders’ Laborers
Make Demands Now.

Halifax, April 10.—(Special)—Deputy
Minister of Labor King, who is here from
Ottawa to try to adjust the labor trouble,
held a conference today with representa-
tives of both sides, but so far mo settle-
ment has been reached. Three steamers
are being loaded with deal by union men,
the Briardene, Chicklade and Magda.

The builders’ laborers notified builders
today that on May 1, they will demand
90 cents an Bour with 30 cents for over-
time. Their 'present pay is 14 cents an
hour and 21 cents for extra time. The
day is of mine hours,

" Furaess. liner Carlisle City, from Lon-
da-l_;‘,‘arriwed this afternoon, after a stormy

trip; and P! ed - to St John.

Fredericton, April 7.—The house met at
3 o’clock.

Mz. Copp rose to an explamation. In
his remarks on the Sackville bridge he
was represenited as- saying the contract
was to be completed September 1st, 1901.
What he #aid was that the contract was
to be completed on December 1st.

Hon. Mr. Labillois, to Mr. Melanson,
said that immediately after the freshet
steps were taken to take care of the
Joachim bridge over the Shediac river:
and instructions have been given towards
the erection of a new structure; that the
Legere bridge at Legere brook, Shediac,
will be replaced by a new structure. Since

that arrangements will be made for a
new bridge on the Dickie Brook, Shediac,
early the coming summer; that the de-
partment is giving attention to the Harsh-
man Brook bridge, Shedmc. If the pres-
ent structure cannot last another year a
new bridge will be built.

Hon. Mr. Labillois, to Mr. Osman, said
the question of erecting a bridge across
the Petitcodiac between Moncton and
Balisbury is receiving attention. A sur?
vey has been made, but was mnot found
satisfactory. During the summer a new
survey will be ordered.

To Mr. Johnson the attorney general
said it is the intention of the government
to pay the revisors annually appointed by
the lieutenant governor in council.

To Solemnize Marriage. :

Mr. Todd introduced a bill to authorize
Rev.” Frank E. Rice to solemnize mar-
riages. This clergyman lived in Calais,
but a number of families of his congrega
tion lived in St. Stephen. They were
anxious that merriage in their familieg
should be solemnized by their own minis
ter. He moved that the bill be read a
second time on the ground of urgency-

Mr. Hagen said only a few years ago
the legiglature had passed a marriage act
and he'thought that in an exceptional
case like this the bill should not be hur-
ried- !

Hon,; Mr. Hill said the present bill was
to -meet a particular case - where the
daughter of a gentleman whom Mr. Hazen
very well koew was coming a thousand
miles gebe married by her own clergy-
man, sides, for- every such marriage
the province received $4-

The bill was read a second time,

a fee of $1 on a peddler who resided in
the county. where he took out the license
and $8 where he resided in an adjoining
county. ! : i

Probate Court Act. -

The attorney general introduced a bill to
amend the probate court act- Among its
sections is one allowing executors and ad:
munistrators when permitted by a judge
to give the guarantee bond of a company
inatead of @ personal bond and to charge
the cost, not exceeding one half of one
per cent. against the estate. .de thought
it better to encourage the use of guaran-
tee bonds by companies rather than per-
sonal bonds. ‘Dhe scond section gives au-
thority o the judge of probates with the
congent of the party to:try out any debt
or claim against the estate. The third
makes a slight change in the power of the
judge with regard to costs: Where a will
is proved in solemn form and po allega-
tions it gives him a discretion as to costs.
The fourth deals with ‘the salaries of
judges of probates, the statute places them
at a fixed sim, and where the fees exceed
the salanmies the excess goes into a com-
mon fund. Some of the judges complain
that this law deals unfarly with them.
In one county the salary of judge was
only $40 while the fees amounted to $80.
It seemed unfair to ask a man to preside
in a judicial capacity for so small a sum.
The bill provides that the governor in
council shall adjust the salaries every
three years on the basis of the fees earn-
ed. It also makes some slight changes in
the table of fees. Under the present law
it is provided that after the first day the
proctor shall be paid at the rate of $1
per hour. The bill changes this to a sum
not exceeding $1 per hour, thus giving the
judge discretion. Another section pro-
vides that certain citations shall be serv-
ed on any person interested as well ag on
a creditor and that a surety shall also
have notice. {

The attorney general introduced a bill
to provide for the payment of revisors for
the province. He explained that it pro-
vided that 'the revisors appointed by the
government shall be paid by the province
but mot more than county councils pay
the revigors they appoint.

The time for introduction of private
bills was extended to and to include to-
MOTTOW: 3

Once More the Sun.

Mr. Porter rose to a question of priv-
ilege. In today’s Sun reference was made
to a payment of $330 to Guy G. Porter,
whose receipt for $387.50, the Sun says,
was produced and asks where did the
$12.50 go. Mr. Porter explained that a
check for %350 was sent to his son Guy G-
Porter, in ‘part payment of a road ma-
chine, the total cost of which was $675.
Half of this amount was paid last year
and the balance will be paid out of this
years’ bye road grant. Insinuations of
this sort in the press were most unfair.
When we acknowledged the great and
good power of the press in education and
controlling - the masses we feel the great
responsibility resting on the press and
which we feel shou'd be wisely and in-

v

telligently wie!ded for the godd govern-
ment of the province, but when we find

BIG RAILWAY PROJECT
FOR NEW BRUNSWICK.

the freshet & temporary has been put upj.

Mr. Osman introduced a bill to amend |
 the law relating to peddlers. It imposed

the press or any portion ofit condescend-
ing to menace or misrepresent we feel that
it has not only lost its usefulness but
has become a stumbling block and a
nuisance to the party of which it claimed
to be an exponent. i

Mr. Pawson explained that the $350
which the Sun had referred to was sent
to Vietoria county im half payment of a
road machine, the total cost of which was
8675. The balance will be paid out of this
yvear’s bye road gramt. There being no
bank at Andover the cheque was made
payable to Guy G. Porter, son of Mr.
Porter,, M. P. P., for convenience. The
check was for $350 and $337.50 was paid
on account of the road machine. The bal-
ance, $12.50, was used up in this way. It
cost §1 to get the check cashed, %9 was
paid for a cutting. blade and $2.50 went
to two men for setting the machine. The
matter was perfectly bonafide and clear
and he was glad to have the opportunity
of explaining so that the press and the
country may see that Victoria county is
we'l and honestly represented.

The Sr. John Recaorder.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley said the lieutenant
governor approves of the bill vesting the
appointment of recorder of St. John in
the common council of that city.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley introduced a bill
amending the act relating to the court of
divorce and matrimonial causes and on
the ground of urgency it was read a
second time- He explained that it dealt
with matters of practice regarded meces
sary by the divofce court judge to make
the court efficient. tAmong other things
it changes the term &f the court and pro-
vides for the trial of issue of facts by jury.

Hon. Mr. ‘Pugsley introduced a bill to
legalize the electoral lista of 1902. Sec-
tion 10 of the act passed last sesSion re-
quires revisors and magistrates to sign
their names to each sheet containing the
electoral list. At the last revision, through
ignorance in some cases and oversight in
others all the pages had not been signed
and as it was not thought desirable that
the Tevision should be effected by this
omission this bill had been introduced.

Hon. Mr. Pugstey” introduced a bill
amending the liquor license act of 1896.
It has been brought to the notice of; the
government that in many cases the '
so'd by persons having a beer license con-
tains proof spirits to a degree that renders
it intoxicating. It is a question of some
difficulty to determine what percentage
of alcohol renders beer intoxicating and
it was thought desirable to fix a percent-
age. In England anything above 2 per
cent, is regarded as intoxicating. This
bill leaves the matter with the governor
in council to determine after hearing ex-
pert testimony what percentage of proof
spirits shall be permitted in beer. He
felt the bill would meet with public ap-
proval. .

Hon.Mr. Pugsley introduced a bill
amending the election act of 1899 and on
the gronnd of urgency it 'was read a sec-
ond time. Section one relates to polling
places in Queens county, amendments to
which has been suggested by the sheriff
of that county. Section two provides
that the polling place in Backeville par-
ish, Gloucester county, be changed from
Mr. Henches to a place near the Roman
Catholie church. A change is also made
in  St. Marys parish, York county. The
act.60th Victoria provides that applica-
tion may be made to the sheriff to have
names added or struck off but no pro-
vision is made for the payment of the
sheriff. This bill provides that the ex-
penses for such services shall be borne by
the lieutenant governor in council. The
lieutenant; governor had given the bill his
approval.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley introduced a bill re.
specting the rates and taxes of 1902 and
on the ground of urgency it was read a
second time. It relates to the county of
St. John. The act 43rd Victoria empow-
ers the tax collector to call upon a con-
stable for assistance. It was thought that
the 62nd Vic. might Tepeal this and the
object of the present bill is to provide
that it shall pot- There ia another sec-
tion with regard to the serving of mno-
tices on non-residents.

Mr. Appleby thought it would be ad-
visable for the government to look into
the matter of taxation and make a uni-
form aect for the province.

On the ground of urgency the bill pro-
viding for the payment of revisors ap-
pointed by the governmenmt was read a
second time.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley introduced a bill re-
lating to the jurisdiction of police or sti-
pendiary magistrate. A large number of
parish magistrates had been appointed
and doubt has arisen as to their juris-
diction in the county. This provides that
they shall have jurisdiction in the county
but no jurisdiction in offences committed
within the limits of a city or town. Omn
the ground of urgency the bill was read
a second time.’

The houss wentvinto committee on a
number of bills, Mr. Porter in the chair.
That relating to the importation of horses
was recommitted by Hon. Mr. Farris, who
explained that it had been amended by
adding a section for a grant of $300 to
the maritime fat stock show and $500 to
aid in the establishment of plants for
dredging mussel mud. The bill -was
agreed to with amendments and an amend-
ed title.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley committed the bill to
vest the appoimtment of recorder of St.
John in the common council. He said
it had been carefully considered by the
law committee and at a suggestion of the

secretary of the committee with the ap-
proval of the representatives of St. Johy
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Legislature Agrees to Bills Which Mean New Lines — More
Business for St. John — American Capital In It—School
Act Amendment —Five Year House Sessioa.

a section was inserted that the salary of
the present incumbent shall not be de-
creased during his tenure of office, and it
was further amended by providing that
the bill ghall not come in force except by
preclamation of the governor in council.

Mr. Hazen said he failed to see the
purpose of the last provision. It leaves
the whole matter in the hands of the
governor in council who may never pro-
claim the act. He could not understand
why it should not come in force at once.
This section should have been considered
at a full mheeting of the last committee
Only three had been consulted, He was
doubtful if the full committee would ap-
prove of it. He for one would not.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley said the bill ecould
never have reached its present stage un-
less the governor gave his consent which
was only given today. When the governor
consents to a bill it should be sufficient
guarantee of the govenrment’s willingnes3
ta bring the aet in force. It was the bona
fide intention to vest the appointment in

the common council when the term of the

present incumbent expired. Why it should
not be brought into force by proclama-
tion was for those that claimed a dife
ferent course should be pursied to ex-
plain. It was an interference with the
prerogative of the ¢rown and the crown
having consented to the introduection of
the bill the enforcement of it by procla-
mation was the proper course. There vas
no likelihood of a vacancy in the near
future. Therefore it would be no publie
inconvenience if the act did not come ia
force at once. Again, persons knowing
that the office could be made vacant might
possibly hasten the resignation -of the
present incumbent, by making it un-
pleasant for him. He could pledge the
house that the act would be brought in
force jmmediately when the proper time
arrives. i

Mr. Hazen said the pledge of the at-
torney general did not bind his siccessors.

It would be more manly to refuse the

common coumncil the right of making the
appointment rather than leave it option-
al, which killed the hill.

Hon, Mr. Pugsley—The honorable gen-
tleman forgets that it is optional with
the governor in council as to whether Lhe

bill should come before the house at all.

When the governor in council consents
to a bill, provides that it shall be brought
into foree by proclamation and. those ‘n-
terested are agreeable it is sufficient guar-
antee of the government’s bona fide ia-
tention. The leader of the opposition
seems to treat the matter as though the
common council had the right to. insist
that the bill should pass. They a.da not
stand in that position at all. Properiy
speaking they should have asked the
governor in council to introduce the bill
but having taken the: course they did
and the crown having given its consent
it was proper that the act should come
into force by proclamation.

Mr. Hazen said similar bills had been
ixtroduced before and no objection was
taken. The attorney general wants the
common council to think that he-is com-
plying with their wishes and at the same
time attaches an amendment, leaving it
optional whether their wishes shall be
complied with or not. ‘

The bill was agreed to as amended.

Hon. Mr. Pugsley committed a bill
amending thae general mining act.

He explained that by section 97 of the
mining act power is given the governor
in council to grant a lease for a larger
area than ordinarily for mining purposes,
but before obtaining the lease it is neces-
sary that a licease should be taken out.
It was felt that no purpose was served
in taking out a license. The general mia-
ing act also names an amount of $50 per
square mile for rent, The present bill
proposes to leave the amount to the dis-
crétion of the governor in council. The
bill was agreed to.

The house went into committee on the
bill to amend the game act. In tne ab-
scence of Hon. Mr. Dunn, Mr. Lawson
explained the provisions. One section
amends section four of the game act by
imposing a penalty on any person who
has in his ‘possession a carcass of a calf
moose or cow moose or any portion there-
of. Another section gives the warden the
option of destroying or selling any prop-
erty seized other than live game; an-
other to prevent the carrying of fire
arms in the woods that are enclosed, but
which are open to the public and used
as places of public resort.

Mr. Todd proposed to make the close
time for moose and caribou in the terri-
tory west of the St. Joha river begin
December 15 instead of the 3lst.

Mr. Lawson expressed the opinioa that
the close time all over the province ought
to be uniform, and Mr. Hazen agreed.

Hon. Mr. Burchill said that before pass.
ing the section changing the close time in
the northern counties he would like to
communicate with a gentleman in Nor-
thumberland who was conversant with
game matters. A few minutes later he
announced that he had commuicated by
telephone and that the gentleman ex-
pressed the opinion that the open sea-
son for moose ought to begin September
1st instead of the 15th, and to end
December 15.

Hon. Mr. Tweedie thought progress
should be reported. It was not well to
make to many changes in the game laws.
The law was very fully discussed before
it was passed and changes ought not to
be made unless they were shown to be
in the general interest.

Progress was reported.

Evening Session,
The house resumed at 8 o’clock. Mr.
Osman presented the report of the public
(Continued on page 2.)

SNLWAY COMNISSON PRLIECT
PRESEATED 10 HOUSE BY HOW, MR, BLUR

To Be of Three Members to Hold Office for Ten Years—De-
cision of Commission to Be Final—Control of Rates—
Interesting Address by the Minister.

Ottawa, April 8—(Special) —The minister
of customs, Hon. Wm. Paterson, made a
thorough and exhaustive speech on the
budget today, dealing with the financial
position of the country and showing the
great development which has taken place
during the time the Liberals have been in
power. Mr. Paterson’s speech was full of
valuable information on the condition of
trade and kindred subjects.

Mr. Paterson resumed the budget debate.
After a few introductory sentences he
proceeded to show that the increase in
population for the last decade took place
largely in the last five years. He took
up the trade returns and showed the large
increase in business during ‘the five years
of the present government, compared with
the five years of the late government. He
showed from trade returne, bank returns,
land sales and immigration returns that
the prosperity of the country was such
during the past' five years of the decade
that there was no doubt as to the great
increase in the population. The business
never could have been done but for the
growth in population.

Taking up the public debts, Mr. Pater-
son said that while the Comservatives in-
creased the deébt $1.46 per head during the
last five years of their rule, the Liberals
decreased it 87 .cents per head during the
five years of Liberal tule.

Notwithstanding the increased revenue
of the country, the taxation was reduced
12 per cent. Economy did not mean par-

simony and as long as the money was wise- |

ly expended in the people’s interests it
accrued to the public penefit.

' The minister of customs alluded to the
tinst problem in the United States and to
the grave consequences which certain of
our people thought the event might have
upon Canadiani trade. Thé government
was not insensible to the altering condi-
tions of trade and would make this trust

queation one for study. If a means could,

be devised, he was in favor of exiending
to the havdy fishermen of our coasts a

| larger share of the benefits derived from

the public expenditures. [The prime min-
ister was shortly to engage in London
with the other colonial representatives in
a conference with regard to inter-imperial
trade. What instructiotis would the oppo-
sition party wish to convey to him for his
guidance? Was that advice to be found
in the resclution propoesed by Mr. Borden?
Surely not, How would the premier of
Canada dook before the eyes of the empire
saying to the British authorities: “We
want you to tax yourselves for a prefer-
ence to Canadian products in your market
and mny instructions from the Canadian
opposition are that we will give in return
a reduced rate of duty on all lines of
British goods that we in Canada cannot
produce for ourseives.”

“] would like a list of these lines of
goods,” said the minister. “Perhaps the
opposition could supply it. But for my
part I know nothing that we could not
produce for ourselves with the ‘adequate
protection’ for which the Conservative
party stands. That adequate protection
means the absolute shutting out of goods
from all other countries. The issue is now
clear on that point. The opposition wants
then an exclusion of foreign wares. We
stand for a revenue tariff. What would
England say I ask again, to a proposal
such as I have outlined from our prime
minister? Yet that is what the resolution
before the house means. I hope the oppo-
sition leader will realize the position and
withdraw his resolution.”

In the senate, Mr. Scott introduced a
bill restricting the issuing of charters for
joint stock companies by letter patent.
This is intended to facilitate the issuing of
charters and to make the Canadian law
assimilate to the English. There are seven
persons signing articles of agreement speci-
fying the amount of stock for which each
thas subscribed and lodging them with the
registrar received a certificate. A royal
commission appointed to inquire into these
matters reported most favorably. In
Canada it now took eight to 10 weeks.
Under the new act it would take a few
days and would require no deposit of
money. Of course, this would apply only
to charters for the whole dominion. He
followed the English act, which was adopt-
ed by Nova Scotia and British Columbia.
The bill was read a first time.

Notes,

The department of trade and commerce
has  been advised that the Union Bank
of Halifax has opened a branch at Trin-
idad.

John Charlton, M. P., addressed the
Ottawa Board of Trade this evening on
the commercial relations of Canada.

Ottawa, April 0.—(Special)—The min-
ister of mailways introduced in the
house this afterncon a bill to provide
for the appointment in Canada of a rail-
way commission and to amend and con-
solidate into one statute for the guidance
of the commission the various amendments
made to the general railway act since its
passage hy parliament in 1888. He felt
warranted from the expressions of mem-
bers on both sides of the chamber and
from what he heard of public opinion par-
ticularly in the western country, that this
proposal would be backed by a very strong
sentiment.

Compliments Prof. McKean.

The minister paid incidentally a high
compliment to Professor McKean for the
excellence of his report to the government
on the matter of a railway commission. He
did not intend at the present time to go
into all the details of the proposed statute.
They could be considered later. Before
entering into an ‘outline of the bili, Mr.
Blair referred to the conditions existing
in regard to.transportation in Canada and
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told the house and country not to exa
pect an ideal solution of all the coms
plaints. In many parts the dominion was
sparsely settled and railway, companies had
to try and get as much as possible out of
their through traffic on account of thein
local business being small.

Would Afford Relief,

Now the minister would not have it
supposed that there were not likely to
be any beneficial results from the estab-
lishment of the commission even with
regard to this main grievance that was
put forward. He felt the enactment
would afford comsiderable relief but far
from the hopes of those who called for
the appointment of this new tribunal.

The present bill dealt largely with thd
constitution and the powers of ‘the rail<
way commission, but the government thad
judged this an opportine time to effect
a complete revision and codification of® the
existing act. Many minor changes were

reéommended in the Ppresent law leading '

to the more effective enforcement of the
railway commission’s regulations, 3

The bill_he might describe as a bBona
fide endeavor to create a commiission un~
der such conditions as were most likely;
to' conduce o its success. Canada had bes
fore her the experience of similar bodies
in England and the United States and as
far as possible had tried to avoid the
weak points in these.

Railway Committee Would Ba No More.
‘With the enactment of the present law

the raflway committee of the privy ¢oun-.

cil would pass away. Of that body he
would say that while it failed to perfectly,
discharge ‘the duties laid upon it owing to
the many calls on ministers’ time that its
weakest point was the control of railway
rates., The presént powers of the' rail-
way committee would by the present bill
be transféerred to the raflway commission
‘moreover new powers would be vested in
the new: body. The two mdin features of
the present measure were to. provide: for
the constitution of a reilway commisgion
and to regulate tolls. k

Make—llp of .ﬂ“ “mmua". el
The government in defining the
of commissioners, their tenure #mm,

age ' limit;" etc., were quite. to,
listen to the .u....m.- of Wm The
very' best material wdg needed for the
tribunal. TIn'fact the 'selection of / the
men was everything. Unless Canada could
afford the right kind of men to manage
this commission its operation could not
prove successful. To get the right mater~
ial it was mecessary to provide a fairly
lengthy tenure of office and a fairly high
rate of pay. He considered that the com-
mission should be composed of three mem-
bers appointed for ten years, eligible to
reappointment and who could not be
removed except through a joint measure
of both houses of parliament. The gow-
ernment had mentioned no age limit, but
left that space blank to take parliament’s
judgment. The chairman wounld receive
a higher salary than his fellows,

Decision Final.

The bill provided that the decisions of
the commission should be final, subject
only to the approval of the governor in
council.

If the commission were composed of
the right men, it ought to be more com-
petent to deal with questions of fact in
railway matters than any court of law,
therefore its decisiong would not be subjeet
to revision by the bench. In the United
States it took about four years of liti-
gation to get a final judgment on railway
disputes. By the abeence of appeals thia
condition would be obviated in the do<
minion.

Mr. Haggart's Objections.

*Mr. Hagart said that with the minister
of railways his prediliction was the rail-
way committee of the privy council to set-
tle railway matters. The present bill had
been forced on the government by west-
ern members and he did mot believe it
would result succesafully. If it had the
scope the minister stated, it would be
very dangerous and might interfere with
private rights or contracts existing be-
tween the people and the companies. The
power given the commission to fix rates
absolutely of their own volition would
seriously interfere wwith such contracts.
The commission would be entirely inde-
pendent of parliament and would bind
future parliaments, a thing which he
would not sanction. If there was a com-
mission to look into rates and removae
anomalies, it might be some use, but
was not at present sufficient public opin~
ion urging such a radical change as the
giving over to a commission powers such
as no other like body in the world had.
Giving to three or four men the power
of holding up railways without any contro?
by parliament, the counts or public opim~
ion. :

Mr. Robinson (West Elgin), addressing
his fellow members told them to let the
minister introduce his bill and find out
afterwards what was in it.

Mr. Ingram (East Elgin), insisted thafl
the government railways should be made
subject to the commission. Iy

Mr. Davis (Saskatchewan), who has been
a steady advocate of a commission on be<
half of the western members, said they
were very much pleased to find the gov-
ernment introducing this bill. The rail-
way business was growmg so rapidly that
the railway committee of the privy couns
cil could not handle all the applications
coming before them. The people of the
west had lost and were losing a greab
amount of money because there was not
such a body to regulate rates. They wérd
paying double the freight rates whicl
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