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THE BAITSH

The Standard this morning publishes
the recent dramatic debate in the Brit-
ish House of Commons on the Irish
question. It will be remembered that
during the protechmics in the house,
the entire Nationalist party walked
out.

The debate took place on a resolu-
tion moved by Mr. T. P. O'Connor,
Irish Nationalist, and seconded by
Major Redmond, and opposed by Sir
J. Lonsdale on behalf of Ulster.

The Premier said he was willing to
give Home Rule to that part of Ire-
land thet wanted it, but the coercion
of the rest of Ireland was impossible.
He moved ghe following amendment:

“That the house would weicome any
settlement which would produce a
better understanding between Ire-
land and the rest of the United King-
dom, but considers it impossible to
impose by force on any section or any
part of Ireland a form of government
which has not their consent.

John Redmond said that the pro-
fessions of sympathy which the Prem-
jer had expressed in his speech were
unnecessary. Mr. Lloyd - George had
the power to carry them ‘into prac-

friendlier era in the life of the two
countries, The chief obstacle came
from the North of Ireland, and on this
point he especially appealed to Sir
E. Carson and his friends to assist
in putting an end to the struggle, and
secure that both sides should shake
hands. (Cheers.) He asked him to rise
to the demands of the situation, to
meet his Nationalist fellow-country-
men, acceépt the offer which they made
to him and his followers, and, on the
basié of the self-government which had
made the Empire what it was today,
to come to some arrangement for the
bette? government of Ireland in the
future. (Cheers.) It would not take
much to bring the two sides together;
and why was the attempt not made to
bring about a union which would
cause more dismay to the enemy than
the destruction of a hundred submar-
ines?

Sir J. B. Lonsdale (U—Mid-Armagh)
regarded the discussion as inoppor
tune. In Ireland, he said, the exper
ience of the war had shown there was
one section of people in hearty sym-
pathy with the Empire, and another
which made its offers of service de-
pend on the receipt of political ad-
vantage, though no one, he added,
could fail to be proud of the record
of the Irish soldiers at the front.

The Prime Minister

tice if he had the courage.

The Irish leader then invited his
followers to drop the debate and to
consider the position, and he and all
the Nationalist members left the
House.

Mr. O'Connor’s Motion

Mr. O'Connor rose to move:—

That, with & view to strengthening
ghe hands of the Allies in achieving
the recognition of the equal rights of
emall nations and the principle of na-
tionality, against the opposite German
principle of military domination and
government without the consent of
the governed, it is essential without
further delay to confer upon Ireland
the free institutions long promised
to her.

He said it was mosg deporable that
for so long a time Great Britain and
Ireland had been so little able to un-
derstand each other,
things had existed for generations,

lish want o# statesmanship. He re-
called that before the war Sir Edward
Grey, now Viscount Grey, spoke of
Ireland as the bright spot in the whole
of the terrible situation. At that time
also Mr John Redmond expressed the
full adhesion of the Irish people to
the cause of the Allies, and declared
that the Irish people themselves could
be relied upon to defend their shores
from any attempted invasion. This
was a declaration which was welcom-

ed by men of all parties in that
House. In the lobbies at that time
he (Mr. O'Connor) was time after

time assured of the sympathy with
the interests of Ireland of members
who violaged their previous reserve
towards him on this question. A re-
markable feature at that time also
was the alacrity with which Irishmen
came forward as recruits.

The state of feeling that he had de-
geribed was now transformed and de-
formed. This change began with the
action of the War Office, which not
only denied territorial recognition to
Irish regiments, but gave a distinct
preference to Protestants as against
Roman Catholics, at the same time
as it refused to recognize the Irish
volunteers. Absurd mistakes in civil
and political government aggravated
the difficulties which now arose, and
Treland, which under the guidance of
Mr. Parnell and Mr. Redmond had
been weaned from revolutionary

dents at the Curragh and the partial-

ity shown to Ulster representatives

of resistance by force gravely affected

postpone Home Rule indefinitely.
Two Alternative Policies

Proceeding to discuss the question

today—Home Rule

policies
ment or coercion.

existed which was broken on the Eng

of action

An Appeal to Carson

military officer,
cheers on rising to second the motion.

was held by those of his own country-

This state of]

and he ascribed it in the main to Eng-

methods, was thrown back. The inci-

the situation, bug most injurious of all
was the evidence of a disposition to

of what should now be done. he said
that there were only two alternative
settle-
He reminded the
House of the negotiations of last sum-
mer, asserting that a real contract

Hish side, a contract as real as that
which Germany broke in respect to
Beleium. A settlement was essential
in England's own interests. How could
they go with confidence and freedom
into a Peace Conference
with the claims of Ireland unsettled?

Captain W_ A. Redmond (N—Bast
Clare), who wore his uniform as a
was received with

He said he wished to give expression
not only to his own feeling, but to
that great volume of opinion which

men who were doing ‘their best in
the fleld. Whatever had occurred, the
great generous heart of the Irish peo-
ple beat in sympathy with the cause
. He declared thay most
of those Irishmen who joined the
colors had the faith at the time when
they did so that the cause of Iréland
about to receive full justice, and
deed be great if

Mr, Lloyd George, who was received
with cheers, said there was no doubt
that any settlement which would be
Iam'epmﬁv]e to the Irish people as a
{whole would be welcomed with satis-
{faction and delight by the whole peo-
{ple of the United Kingdom. (Cheers.)
| That was common ground. This was
desired not merely for the sake ' of
Ireland but of the Empire. It was
indeed a grief ‘that Irishmen who had
shown so much devotion to the cause
{of the Empire could not somehow or
|other find a means of uniting on this
| question. (Hear ,hear.) There was
also a feeling that in the settlement
of the question a dominant considera-
tion must be its effect on the comn-
duct of the war, for, as was the case
with the other belligerent Powers,
national unity was essential tp the
national safety. The view takem by
{the present Government was the
view taken by its two predecessors.
JTher» must be no attempt to settle
this question that would provoke civil
Idisturbance in one part of the United
Kingdom, and rend in twain perhaps
and into warring factions the whole
of the United Kingdom. That was
unthinkable in the middle of a great
war. (Cheers.)

It was essential to face the facts.
The first was hatred of British rule
produced by centuries of injustice.
The other (on which Mr. Lloyd George
dwelt at some lemgth) was the com-
plete change effected in recent years
in the economic condition of Ireland.
The point was that the discontent
now was not of the material kind. In
spite of this Ireland was no more re-
conciled to British rule than in the
days of Cromwell. (Hear, hear) An-
other fact which he entreated British
people to get well into their minds
was that in the north-east corner of
Ulster they had a population determin-
edly hostile to Irish rule, and ready
to rebel against it. To place the lat-
Iter under Nationalist rule against their
will would be as glaring an outrage
on the principles of liberty and self-
government as the demial of gelf-gov-
ernment would be to the rest of Ire-
land. (Cheers.) It would be stupid
thus to repeat ghe errors of the past.

Two Questions

The questions to be asked, he con-
tinued, were first—Are the people of
this country prepared to confer self-

which unmistakably demand it? The
answer of the government was in the
affirmative. The next question was—
Are the people of this country pre-
pared to force the population of the
north-east corner to come in against
their will? On behalf of the govern-
ment he said “No.” In this he claim-
ed the government were in complete
accord with the declarations made by
Mr. Asquith at the head of two prev-
ious governments.

Mr. J. Devlin (N—Belfast): Will
you give Home Rule to West Belfast?
(Laughter and cheers.)

Mr. Lloyd George replied that in
the South of Ireland there were com-
munities in an analogous situation to
West Belfast. Is there, he asked, any
party of Home Rulers who contem-
plate thé using of force to compel
North East Ireland to submit itself to
an Irish Parliament? He did not think
that either Mr. Redmond or Mr.
O'Brien contemplated it. The view
of the late Liberal Government he had
already quoted.

Irishmen can at any rate, he con-
tinued, with the substamtial consent
of ‘all parties, secure self-government
for that part of the country which by
an unmistakable voice demands it

Mr. D, Kilbride (N—South Kidare):
Whati English reform was ever car-
ried on those lines? (Irish cheers.)

Mr. Lloyd George: No party would
support a demand that there should
be force. Does that mean that Ire-
land is to be permanently divided?

Mr, Devlin: It means you have

Mr, Lioyd George: N
not true—(cheers)—but

never contemplated the prospect of
coercing Ulster into the acceptance
of Home Rule,
dust into our eyes,

late colleagues concerning his views
clared that the ideal is

and inducements he believed that ul-

government on the parts of Ireland|ment:

turned your back on Home Rule. |1
be effectively dealt with. Such an
enterprise

(Cheers.)
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for Ireland, and with proper methods

timately, and at no distant date, Ul
ster would come in, (Cheers.)

What Government Would De

He proposed to state what the gov-
ernment were prepared to do, not at
the end of the war, but now if it were
acceptable to Ireland. There were, of
course, questions of detail. It might
be necessary to reconsider problems
of finance, for instance. There was
nothing that would please Great Bri-
tain better than to see Irishmen put
their heads together. Such questions
might be threshed out by a Commis-
sion. He was not in the least afraid
to submit the proposal of the govern-
ment to the judgment of any unbiassed
friends of Ireland in any quarter of
the globe.

1 want, he said, not merely Irish-
men, but men outside the confines of
the United Kingdom and the Empire
to know that part of Ireland that
clearly demands Home Rule may get
it (Cheers.).

Mr. Devlin again interrupted with
the interrogation “West Belfast?”
Mr. Lloyd George: I am quite willing
my statement should go with the only
answer thag is given to it. (Cheers.)
Beyond that we shall not undertake
as a government to go, either during
or after the war. (“You won't be here
after the war.”) Very well; I should
like to know what government would
go further. I ask is there anybody in
this House who can constitute a gov-
ernment who would say that even
after the war he is prepared to go
before the electorate of this country
for authority to employ one part of
the country to compel the other to
rubmit to any other rule? (Cheers.)
1 say with all solemnity (a cry of
“Turncoat”) in case attempts were
made to force Ulster into a settlement
that would be the curse of Ireland.
(Cheers.) 1 wish there should be no
misunderstanding. There is nothing
more fatal than misunderstanding, We
have had enough of them. (Laughter
and cheers). We are still prepared to
extend selfgovernment to the part
of the country that asks for it.
Mr. Devlin: The right hon. gentle-
man wishes to be frank. Will he tell
us clearly and unmistakably what he
means by the part of Ireland that
wants Home Rule and the part that
does not? (Cheers.)
Mr. Lloyd George: I cannot now
undertake a geographical demarca-
tion. The whole point is—are hon.
members for Ireland prepared to ac-
cept the principle? If they are, there
are ways and means by which all
that can be worked out. We are anx-
jous to secure peace and reconcilia-
tion between peoples so long sever
ed.  (“Let us alone.”) Unfortunately
that cannot be. Ireland is as depend-
ent on Great Britain and even more
s0 than Great Britain on Ireland 1
wish the partnership could be estab-
lished upon a firm and solid basis,
(“Free?”) Yes, a free basis. But
freedom means freedom for all.
Here there was considerable inter-
ruption. One member asked the Prime
Minister, “Are you free now??” and
another remarked, “No; he is in
Carson’'s pocket.”

Government Amendment

Mr. Lloyd George: In order to make
the position clear I move as an amend-
“That this House would welcome any
settlement which would produce a bet-
ter undersianding between Ireland
and the rest of the United Kingdom,
but considers it impossible to impose
by force on any section, or any part
of Ireland a form of government which
has not their consent.”
Mr. Asquith’s Proposal.
Mr. Asquith, who was received with
cheers, saild he was not aware be
fore he came to the House that the
right hon. gentleman intended to pro-
pose an amendment, and the terms
of it had only now been read out. He
would only say, speaking on the spur
of the moment, that it appeared to him
to embody a proposition which nobody
disputed, and he doubted whether it
was worth the while of the House to
record such a proposition in the min-
utes of its proceedings. (“Hear, hear”
from ‘several Liberal and Nationalist
members,) He wished that the whole
matter could be discussed in the
spirit of the speech of Mr. W, Red:
mond, (Hear, hear.) He did not think
there was a man amongst them who

mense source of strength in the pres-
ent crisis if they could here and now
bring about a settlement. (Cheers.)

He regretted that since the patriotic
efforts in which his right hon. friend
Mr. Lloyd George took part last sum-
mer to obtain an agreed settlement

would result fn com

.|ber knows it. That is the line/I have |disaster to those who took part i it.
always taken in regard to Ulster. | Nevertheless, the symptoms which ex-
(Cheers.) isted must cause disquiet.

Mr. Devlin: Were these the right

Burden of Our Own Making
In the time of this war we had
burdens from s spirit

en and been

did not feel thay it would be an im.]

there had been a deterioration of the|
situation, notwithstanding the large
The

talk-

pr )
solved in varlous ways,
Such an authority. should act with
promptitude, and of course its decis-
fons-as a whole would be subject to
the approval of Parliament. (Hear,
hear.)

Mr. Lloyd George: The suggestion
which my right hon. friend makes
is important. What exactly is the
character of this bedy to be? Is it to
be a body to inguire and report to
the government, or is it to have stat-
utory powers, and are its decisions to
have statutory effect?

Mr. Asquith:, No; that it should
make its decisions subject to the ap-
proval of Parliament. But I should
entrust it with the power of moulding
and adjusting such a scheme as would
do justice 4o all the interests and sen-
timents concerned,

Mr. Lloyd George: It would report?
Mr. Asquith: It would report in the
sense of presenting the scheme for
Parliament to aceapt or reject. I do
not commit myself to the precise
composition of the body, but I put the
proposal fo! es well worth the
consideration of the government—
(hear, hear),—and I would again ap-
peal to the House to regard this mat-
ter as one of real practical urgency.
One should not neglect an opportunity
which may never recur of dealing once
and for all with what is a standing
problem and a standing reproach to
British statesmanship, (Cheers.)

The Irish Leader

Mr. J. E. Redmond (N—Waterford)
said he had listened to the speech of

Clear, Peachy Skin
Awaits Anyone Who
Drinks Hot Water

Says an Inside bath, before break- 4
fast helps us look and feel
clean, sweet, fresh.
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Sparkling and vivaclous—merry,
bright, alert—a good, clear skin end
& natural, rosy, healthy complexioa
are assured only by pure dblood. 1t
only every man and woman could pe
induced to adopt the morning inside
bath, what a gratifying change would
take place. Instead of the thousands
of sickly, aneemicicoking men, wo-
men and girls, with pasty or muddy
complexions; instead of the mmulti-
tudes of “nerve wnecks,” “rundowns,”
“brain fags” and pessimists we
should see a virile, optimistic throng
of rosy-cheeked people everywhere.
An inside bath is hed by drinking
each morning, before breakfast, a
glass of real hot water with a tea-
spoonful of limestows phosphate in 1t
to wash from the stomach, Hver, kid-
neys and ten yards of bowels the prs-
vious day's indigestible waste, sour
fermentations and poisons, thup
cleansing, sweetening and freshening
the entire alimentary canal before
putting more food into the stomach.
Those subject to glck headache, bil-
jousness, nasty bpeath, rheumatism,
colds; and particulary those who
have a pallid, sallow complexion and
who are constipated very often, are
urged to obtain a quarter pound of
limestone phosphate at the drug store
which will cost but & trifie, dut s
sufficient to demonstrate the quick
and remarkable change in both health
and appearance, awaiting those who
practice internal sanitation. We
must remember thet inside cleanlh
ness is more important than outside,
because the skin does mot absorb
purities to contaminate the blood,
white the pores im the thirty feet of
bowels do.
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