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CIVIL SERV

ANTS AND MANUAL WORKERS

i

{L. F. T. U. (The Congress of the trade unions of Civil Servants in their |
National Federation of Civil Bervants daily struggle to force the recognition |
Unions (Federation des Foonetion- |of the right of their unions, that is to !

nsires) was attended by

Prench General Federation of Trade |

Unions. i
The evolution towards & sew social

srder of which the organiized working

class movcment is the driving p
a8 well as the gradual trapsforms
of the political state into an import
ant faetor in the process of prode
tion, impose new tasks upon the Civil
Servants

We bave come to realz ‘.. ‘)\Ml
Toesea | noving his repert on the
right of association, ‘‘what a great
part ean sud must be played by the
trade ous in the economie transfor
mation of the State.’’

The State is efigronching more and
more upon the domgin of economis
life. “‘In these times,'’ he said

¢ighe State builds; the State forges; |for administrative reform.’’
the §'ate plants find sows; the State|

administerg; the State 5 th
State buys and sells. ’Re Btate n'.
become a great employing eoucern v

The political State, which hitherto |
has been conferned only in the task |
of ruling human beings, is becothing |

an institution for the administration
of economic operstions. The State,

Bowever, has not yet been adapted !

and equipped for this task of pro
doetion. The State is still & mere
politieal organism. *‘Buot it is not
possible, from a capital town or from
% central bureau, to impose fixed rules
upon the delicate and endless variety
nyr,lnionl and international eeon-
omie relations; . . . . neither
i# it possible to administer the affairs
of & npation by means of bureaucratic
docrees.”’ ;

Parliament must transfer more and
more of its power to specialists and
ox .. From being a purely po-
litical institution, the State is becom-
i an economic organism, ‘‘repre-
senting the organized body of expert
knowledge.’” This new State is & re;,
flex *‘of the Social epoeh thromgh
which we are passing; in this epoch
Labor is the sovereign power and not
the State.’’

The organized Civil Servants do not
wish that their pesition in the State
should be regulated by laws and in
stitutions whichk existed before the
trade unions and an.independent Civil
Servants’ movement eame into being.
‘On the eontrary, laws and instituticns
must take into aceount the existence
of the trade unions of Civil Servants.

“It is not the State that ereates
the rights of the Civil Servants;
these rights exist independent of the
State.”! 5

“The State has only to recogmize
the social rights of the workers whom
it emplovs and must negotiate with
the Trade Unions on the basis of ab
solute equality.'’
1t is now the chief task of the

CO-OPERATORS' WAGES.

Further reports are to hand regard

ing proposed reductions in wages for !

Co-operative employees.

The ..orthern Council of Co-opera-
tive Hours and Wages Boards (North-
umbériand, Durham, ete.) has con-
fronted the National Union of Distri-
butive and Allied Workers, the mem-

bers of which suffored a reduction &8

lately a8 August last, under an award
of the Industrial Court, with a de-

mand for new reductions of 15s for!
adult males, 108 for aduit females, and

5e and 7s 64 for jumiors.

In the North-Western area, lh':dCoi
operative employces, whose last ue- |
o wes Ak 3

lof putting off the proposals for ad

200 delegates , say the right to act ds a collective
representing sbout 150,000 Civil Ber<funity—not only in the interest of the |
vasts organized in 31 unions. The Civil Servants but also in the general
National Federation is afiliated to the interest of all workers.”’

tinged, ‘““draw up a ecommon pro- to handl
gramme within the F
Federation of Trade U w for the
whole proletariat. There is, how
ever, one ¥ While the man-!
13 need the assistanes of !
t ».and intellectunis, the Civ- |
i s have in their own ranks
sll the necessary, experts and special
i, ists in grder to lay a solid foundation

United action by Civil SBervants and

manual workers was regarded to be | ment and

a matter of course. The 'trade unions

| of Civil Servants. said the Secretary | trusted to leaders who fitted them-

i
Laurent in ks report, will continue |

their metion in the eonvietion that |through courses in business methods,
workers and Civil Servants are bound | #ccounting and finance at the -Bos-
ton Trades Union College.

A similar movement has started in
San Franciseo, where the
tired of waiting for the contractors
to provide them with
started building homes for themselves
Through a workers’ building and loan
association, Pecently organized, any

together by common interests. Dur-
ing the reactionary attempts that
were made in 1920 with a view to re-
strieting the right of association
among the workers in general and
among the employees in particular,
the National Federation of Civil Ser-
vants Unions declared its solidarity
with the manual workers.

In a special resolution, the Con-
gress protested against a Bill which

Minigter conserning recruiting for the |
army.  This Bill aimed at placing
the Civil Servants under military dis-
cipline in time of war. The stipula-
tion that Civil Bervants should serve
with the colors six months longer
than other persons means that special
military obligations were to be im-
posed upon such employees. The
most infolerable part of the Bill, how-
ever, was the part which provided that
by an Order in Counecil Civil S8ervants
under 50 years of age who are liable
to military serviee ean be summarily
placed under military diseipline, gven
when there is no general mobilization.
This gtipulation would enable the
Government to suppress the free as-
sociation of the Civil Bervants in|
trade unions; and the Government
eould do so without being obliged to
iustitute legal proeeedings against the
trade upions or te wait until the lat-
ter had committed some illegat acts. |
Tn this way the right of assosiation |
could be suppressed at any moment.
Until international eduveation {‘has
killed the spirit of war,’”” the Con-
gress advoeates Jaures’ idea of a gen-
earl arming of the people in which no

social privileges are recogumized.

gt et R

MAJORITY REPORT ON

The majority report of the beard
of arbitration in the wage dispute
between the Canadian Brotherhood
of Railrpad Employees and the
Grand Truok Railway upholds the
general decrease in wages of 128

way last July. The opinion is ex-

pressed, however, that the method (MPployment. -

adopted in distributing the reduetion Ing like it since the end of the Na-

resultcd in the lower paid emplcyees Poleonic wars. The eauses were the
sameo, and the symptoms the same,

FAIR PRODUCTIONS.

suffering grester decreases than
those receiving higher pay.

board
should be made by further negotia-

n A t by the Joint | .
- T 'l‘r:f:-othh ists and | HonS to adjust these inequalities.

! t
| The report is signed by John M. .
‘ Godfrey, chai and H. H. Vau- o0

| ghan, the Grand Inhuym

CO-OPERATIVE
HOME BUILDING

Theé People’s Construetion Com-

building asseciation organizedbh_v n.,-i
building trades workers last™ spring,
following an ‘‘ American plan’’
The authorities always find 2 menns | out, reports that the work dome this|
season totals approximately $200,000, |
winistrative reform submitted by the  on which a small surplus of $3,000 has
Civil BServants Speaking on this | been
don said in the course |steady employment for the workers at |
. ““The HKierarchy of | the
médern society must no longer be or- | the past year many large jobs had |
ed fiom above; it must-be built | to be
from below,. We can,’’ he ¢on- | eause the workers were fiot organized |
thein; but with the success |
ench General! and experience now achiev ]
ager predicts .
struction will reach $1,000,000.

building trades un
jonw have formed the Construetion and |

{ivided into $10 sharés, held by
than 1,000 workmen.
{ important building projects have been

1 administration of this im

| after December 6.

home by making small monthly pay-
In Jackson, Mjch.; Reading,

Brooklyn, N.Y., workers’
ng guilds have
erected many homes at cost of labor
and materials; while several western
co-operative soeieties have built co-
operative apartment houses to solve
the housing problem for their mem-

was submitted by the former War buildi

The shortage of several hundred
thousand homes throughout the na-
testifies to the fact that the
profit system has broken down as an
incentive for redl estate speenlators
and contractors to provide homes for
Co-operative home-build-
ing has proved the ome way out.

KILLED
Utiea, N.Y.—Edward Bubrey died
at his home in Clayville, near here.
He was an incessant smoker and was
at the time of his

Weekly News Letter

OTTAWA, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3rd, 1921

on Railroad Policy

LABOR GREATLY INTERESTED

- RAILROAD QUESTION

STRAIGHT QUERIES AND ANSWERS FROM
HEADS OF PARTIES.

Eabor generally sat up and took notice when it was alleged
that a movemént was in the offering for the purpose of disposing
of the Canadian National Railways to a privite eorporation to-
gether with the disposal of the Grand Trunk Railway system to
Ameriean railway interests, C.
| treasurer of the Great War Veterans’ Association, has forwarded
the following telegram to Sir Lomér Goum, Rt. Hon. Arthur
Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King, Hon. T. A. Crerar, the

| president of the Bank of Montreal, and the president of thef the government’s bituminous ecoal
smmission, and in vielation ¢f the
state industrial law -which provides
that 30 days' motice must be given
before wages are reduced or workers

“I request your statement for the ex-service men of Canada
! with regard to the allegation of comspiracy agaipst the eleetorate
of Canada, stated herein, originating from ned-partisan sourees,
and apparently substantiated by reliable evidenece.

gh traitors in all parties:— |
“=onfusion in the public mind on election issues to minimize
possibility of a party majority pn December 6, thus enabling’ that eould be indulged in the 'm

ipulation for Government through eoalition. ; .

™2 __The betrayal and downfall of Hon. Mackenzie King as
leader of the Liberal party, to enable the accession to thaf post | national polities.”’ "
of Sir Lomer Gouin, supported by Hon. W. G. Mitchell and lgh.l.gkof'l‘e!: bc:-u “r:?pu"f&f 'l.:rh de-
{feat in battle and sometimes for

2 iy . | Hational disaster. H ited Fulto:
““3.—The betrayal of Rt. Hone Arthar Meighen from mthm'::amsmu::‘ "w p:ovc.‘ his .uv.:

his party for the purpose of enforecing agreement to eoalitioni
with Sir Lomer Gouin on the terms dictated by the latter; failing | naval officials of the merits of their
which, the elimination of Mr. Meighen.
““4 —The corruption of ‘key m_en' in the Progressive party': BAKERS WILL ARBITRATE.
to undermine confidence in the integrity of its leaders. |
““5.—The formation of a coalition Government which would;

Quebee bloe.

(Continued on page 4)

G. MaeNeil, Dominion seeretary-

aims
of organized ex-serviee men disrbgard partisan interests and
demand elean Government and a square deal on election issues.

“The public should know now the terms of possible coalition
This is directed to you without prejudice,
because of the responsibilities which devolve upon you.
may rely upon the unbiased co-operation of returned -soldiers to
establish the truth of the matter.

““In brief, it is alleged that an alliance has been formed under
the leadership of Sir Lomer Gouin bétween the Quebee Liberal
party interests, the Canadian Paecific Railway interests, the Bank
of "Montreal interests, and Wall street interests to accomplish :f;m'"_’"';j‘:h :’in'f::’:y"ﬂ.: a‘.‘:
indisposition to utilize modern ideas,

weapons and methods of demonstrated
value bad been due to a habit of mind

You

lave News and Views.
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in southern Colorado was followed by
a_company “‘union,’”’ approved by
Jobn- D. Roeckefeller, jun., and bailed
b¥ President Welborn of the Colora
do Fiel and Iron Company as indus-
Rockefeller unit.

used to explain the new system that

prophecy bhas been fulfilled.

strike.

daye of Ludlow.

pany when it viclated the law,

OLD POGIES IN THE NAVY.

with comparstive safety, ‘‘but
is manifestly a danges to a

| invention.’’

cept a 12 per eent. wage cut.

PREDICTED FATE|

Denver—The 1914 miners’ eotrike |

trial deipocracy. = The tompany ls-& Many important question

Tons df valuable white paper was
the International Association of Fire
fighters in that provinde dyring the!views of the O
next session of the Legislatore tojsumimer the Quebee Firefighters wenlk
have the double platoon system made | o

would epd strikes. Hard - headed
trade uniomists were called evnies and
joy killers when they predieted fail-
ure of the new ‘‘union,’” but theis

The company has reduced wages 30
per eent. in violation of an award by

The commission took ne asetion
sgainst hte company and the ecoal
miners suspended work. The eom-
pany ‘“union’’ has been forgotten and
martial law proclsimed, as in the

Montreal Firefighters is 5 member
of the Quebee Provimeial Exeentive
Committee of the Trades and Labor
Congress of Canada and as such will
be in s position to answer all ques
tions econcerning firefighters which
might be put to him by members of
the Quebec Cabinet Couneil.

The commission will appreciate in-
formation whereby it can jail these
workers without being censured for
not taking action against the ecom-

been members of the National Cath
olic Union, (now the Confederation
of Catholic Workers of Cangda), have
withdrawn from that orgasization.

Newport, R. 1.—The country’s navy
has its share of the old fogies, ac-

Vice President A. Donald Dear of

the Intermational  Association of
Firefighters paid an official visit to
the Mongreal loeal this week. He was
asccompanied by Mr. Arthur Thibeauit,

compulsory upon momicipalities. This | bdard had made
law is now in full foree and effeet in |strike was & faily
Ontario and-at jhe Winnipeg Con- [ that the views beld by the
vention of the Trades and Labor|were the correct ones, namely,
Congress of Canada a resolution was | no strike can bé sucvessful unless U
unanimously adopled imstrueting the! ¢ is with the strikerss, . The
Provineial Exceutives to press for
this legislation when the legisiative
program of the Congress was being
presented to the various Provincial]
Governments,

Presidenat Arthur Beaalien of - the

The Quebee Firefighters, who have

FROM THE CONFEDERATION OF
CATHOLIC WORKERS OF CANADA

It will be remembered that during
last session of the Quebec
lature an arbitration law for
employees was enacted. Dw to
efforts of the Tradés and Labor Oems
secretary of the Holl Firefightors, [gress of Canada the compulsory go-d
pertinent | ceptance of the Board's award was
to the Quebee Firefighters was con | strack-out of the law. The Nutional
sidered amd efforts will be made by | Catholie Union was opposed to this
{ move but the Legislature upheld 3G

of & Board’s award aad the
amendment to the Aect, The

the National Catholie Union and
the Montreal Fighters are one
dred per cent. International it is

in the Arbitration law of Quebee.

the Montreal local is in exeell
shape ‘and they expeet that

long all of the PFirefighters in
Province of Quebee will be identi
with the International Association

Eirefighters

During the

ut ‘ou strike after an

ional Catholie Union at their reconl
conveution in Hull decided to :
press for the ecompulsory acoepl

l:x
tive weré instractéd to press for

Firefighters bhave withdmawn

pected that no change will be

Viece-President Dear reports U

cording to an address by Admiral
Sims, president of the naval war col-

'my
that has become involved im -imter-

ment that ‘‘inventors have always
bad a hard time in convine high

Jersey City, N. J—An arbitration
agreement has averted a strike of or
ganized bakers, who were asked to ac

I_tems

of Interest fromj Overseas

BRITISH UNEMPLOYMENT.

worst period of unemployment that
this country has seen probably for al
THE GRAND TRUNK )undred years.’’ !
hours should femain.

ning sentence of Mr. Lloyd George’s |
e ” g st o | asked for a 54-hour week).

speech on Oectober 10, in prv-nnﬁng;
measure for relief.

correspondingly less. -
All the wozkers are to be reinstat-

COURT CASE.
In the High Court Mr. Justice Ast-

The |
recommends that an effort

ed'to be & virtusl win for the strik- have refused to do in the past three

| years.

The manager met a deputation lud»g —_———
ed by Mr, Gleave, Birmingham, or-| BUSMEN'S BALLOT.
ganizer of the United Vehicle Work- |
This was the op-|ers, and it was resolved that the 48| the question of sceepting mew terms
(The company | n«gotiated between the United Ve-
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The ballot of London busmenm on

The figures, officially ua-!

issue, and 125 voting papers m{:.tedll the

| fore a fima) decision was arrived at.

members of the uhion affected by the | Over 400 Labor candidates were de-
daina) alesht in

field for this class of workman pro
duce only £1 18s 8d for a full week’s
work, and he mincrs’ representatives
claimed that, in view of the high cos!
of living and the faet that many
thousands of men were only employed
\part time, this did not constitute a
| hiele Workers and the eompanies has™ subsis encc wage.
The men agree to & reduetion of 3s| resulted in the rejection of the pro- |’
a week, instead of 2s, for the next 13 | posals.
The Premier weat on to gay that weeks, but at the next sliding scale re- | nounced, were:—
trouble- was not ose of duction is is agreed that the ¢fit shall| For aceeptance ..
tlhe usnal eyele of trade depression. be i
3 5 el i1. It was due to one abmormal cause
per cent. made effective by the Ai that 1,750,000 workers were out of ed
There had been noth-

Mr. Evan Williams made a lengthy
reply, and, at his request, it was
j agreed that the matter should be de
ferrcd for further'eonsideration be-

| day,

CLOAK MAKERS GAIN;
OUTGENERAL BOSSES

New York —Ovganized cloak man-

ufacturers have been dut-gencraled in
an effort to smash the International
Ladies’ Garment Workers” union. |
The bosses broke their comtract and
would ' establish piecework, wage re-
ductions and the long work week,
As a result, 0,000 employes suspend-
ed work, following a referendum vote
of 38,672 to 162,

The brokem agreement eannot be

answered by the employers, who are
making strenuous éfforts to stem the

them. They first at-

temped to comceal their purpose by
claims that their suecess would mean

lower prices for women’s cloaks, but
the umionists destroyed this alibi by

showing the small labor eost in these

garments. The bosses then insisted
that the union interferes with great-
er produetivity, but again the union
ut the employers om the dellensive
y showing that the joimt production
commission, ereated under the agree
ment, was considering this .question,
snd that before ils report was made
the employers precipitated the pres
ent situation.

The employers - talk about ‘‘an
honest day’s 'work,”” whieh is refer-

| e

garment workess as a ‘' common

| forcemen: of & mere tochnical

red to by President Schlesinger of the agreed to reinstate former condit]

truism fhat enn be spplied in'e
industrial dispute.””’ -~
‘“The union will not allow the
to be sidetracked im such uncere
ious manner,’’ said the workers’
presentative. “‘The union
upon the full performance of the
sting agreement, not for the

but as & matter of vital practieal
cern, In the eleven years of
traetural dealings between the |
ployers’ pssociation and our uniom,
employers have four times
repudiated their agreement wi
workers.’”

To prove the union-emashi
pese of the employers, .m.'&.
calied to this publie statement
them, 6n October 31: *“There will W
no conference, no negotiation,
manufacturers have decided it,
fre turming the tables. That's
Now we are the doetors,”’

The broken agreement cannot
angwered by the employers and
union is driving this point home

hammer blows. Beveral ¢
and strikers have made sett
with independent shops, which

SOVIET CONDITIONS

The majority of unskilled laber

]ors A; Mosecow p:t in ten hours &
espite the faet that the )
k Toe

working span is ounly eight.
last two hours are ‘‘overtime,”’ but

¥

u""
rfit:,

b:ryvhunl n‘;,_" '--:‘u r i i don.
the National Executive of the Elee- The United Vehitle Workers’ Exee-! Re urns for about 80 of leading
trical Trades Union from utive meets 1o consider the tion show: ™
I et T I ks 0y Bt T o
» 3 ; def 150,
The action was brought by Stephen- which the umion is affiliated, .3» Nominations, 330;
muﬂqﬂufzm_mnc:uwﬂi:‘. lected, 210; defeated, 120,
meet later N
costs against the applicants. The chief of the men is, Labor—Nominations, 622; elested,
wumm_mwn of 204; defeated, 418. &
out that the executive had |the of spresdover duties from| (The figures of the first thes par-
under the comstitution and |nine hmc though : ties are only ).
suspend the District Council, | wages were to ﬂ‘ But while twe out of
but the rules provided that the Dis-|April ﬂ-‘.ﬂnodh.-“i-“
triet Counecil should comsist of 99 od, party more thas beld ite own:
members elected Oh'h:.ul- l‘."m ‘Oud!:‘:umm
-—num-umh-a'xn It was only in running & much great-
e have decided to aumber of new candidates that
mmcmr.m h‘lm
-“mﬂ- made for the d*d
of 3 London Com-[hss to be & matter bor, we some of striking re-
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rule, by the
home. Owing

g s .
ferved ‘i the distribution of
stroetear tickets, and also to the
fact that all cars are S0 erowded
mmdmmnumu

& plsee eves with money, s large
mcmm-un.'m-
are obliged to walk home.

The few srrant adventursrs from
MA 't.:lul -wt“

. s B
poradise of short Iunm
Pay, have been hitterl; disappeinted
whes they found themseives put to
work hours and for less pay
than in .
| Alsa_those not to have
“Mn‘:mhﬂ*d even

i
il

i

: TO BE AVOIDED |ing-and debatable aspects of
s The average working day in|
Soviet Russia is two hours lofiger | Moscow absolutely.
|than in Canada.

in practice a reguldr part of the
working day. X
Mem of the Communistic

working day thaa eapitalistic
.
ecountry, grew from

leaders: of Pranee, who insist on
striet adherencs to the hour
day evenm im the devast Tﬂn
m_nu.m,.;.‘ the
mic bodies in world, passed a

distriet convention of miners

“jual effort of this kind,

I
i

that stand out of & maze of

The Boviet government 11
According
reports of American and |
travellers in the vine
officials eijoy w g,
autosomy, but the population
orders . from the Kremlia in

Des Moines, lowa. —In we!
Barton 's speech differed from the

‘“Your duties as minery,”’ he
‘‘Bave Slways appealed 10 me as
one I might say of work that
pleasant. 1 have

{ mueh ns he were putting
i entive time.’
' .
row
with these




