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nce Inception.
ON POINTS

Aspersions Cast by
Not Fully Acquainted
With Facts. ;

growth from 100 miles of track
to the present mileage of 10,000
, together with the increase in
'fg“- ss earnings  from $70,000 to
43500000, was outlined by D. B.
anna, third vice-president of . the
Re When the C.N.1. arbitrmtion
ings reswned yestorday mo
Nsgoode Hall. Cross-examine
e Butler, counsel for Macken-
mn & Co., he geve a brief his-
f his railroad career.
ived -his early railroad training
tland and gave an interasting
on of the growth of the C.N.R.

. :
How Company Has Grown.
*[ have been privileged to see the
O3 grow from 100 miles to what
ay, something like 10,000 milcs.
secn the gross earmings grow
$70,000; in the first. year-to $4.,-
in 1817, I have seen the con-

naT

| 1917, I have seen the com-
row from three passenger cars
ars this year. I have seen the
tinx staff grow from 14 to 23,500
from $3 freight cars all told to
in 1917. It has heen my privi-
to sce the freight carried in 1897
24800 tons grow to 14,406.630 tons
1917. In 1897 we moved 28,000 eacks
floyr, 395,000 bushels of grain and
0 h3ad of cattle. In 1917 we moved
760 sacks of flour, 130,720,000
8ls of grain and £10,264 heal of
attle, That is the program I -wish to
jall your attention to. Igive way to no
pan in my bellef of the value of this.
ountry. We hava placed on.the map
f Canada 551 towns and villages. In
6 the population of Manitoba was
I than 150,000, of which number the
ty of Winnipeg “claimed 20,000, and
hé C.P.R. practically controlled the
rest at that time. There was, how-
‘ever, another little line In existence at
that time of ahout 50 miles, known as
the Manitoba ani G. N. W. Central,
rhich really lived by the grace of the
.P.R‘II
. Ninety-Six Was Bad Year.
. He stated that in 1896 the situation
in Manitoba was one of great con-
~cern, a8 railrtad construction was at
i+ a standstill, -not a mile having been
added since 1893.
- "The, first: six months, we earned
- 827,129 gross, and $10,423 net, and

spent $16,708,” continued “Mr. Hanna.!

“The _{) year's gross earnings was

$70,119.28; ‘working . expenses, $38;-.
059.30, and the net earnings $31,060.98.
For the past eighteen years, thig com-

' " pany has paid, year by year, fixed
charges on every seocurity, and has
never called. upon any government,
provincial or Dominion, to help them
out.” :

Best Paying Part.

A lengthy ' explanation of the vari-
oe branch lines was given by Mr.
Hanna, who pointed out that the best
paying portion was the 46 miles in
Manitoba, which connects the M. & S.
E. to the west- “And it is all owned
by the C.N.R.” stated the witness.
Stilt dwelling on the growth of the
company, he stated that in 1899 the
company was operating 290 miles. The
gross earnings for that year were

* $161,634.63; operating expenses, $81,-
: 870.06; net earnings, $79,674.57; fixed
. charges, $67,034.83, leaving a surplus
o of $12629.74. “This surplus would
~ have been larger,” pointed out Mr.
1 “if we had not included the
. fixed charges for the new mileage.”
' Referring to the state of rates he
‘sald that in recognition of the guar-
" antee from the Manitoba Government
" fhe C. N. R. had agreed to give a re-
i duetion in the freight rates for forest
production, and that reduction was
made, altho he could not say exactly
how much this saved the settlers.
. May 2, 1900, the M. & S. E. Railway,
! 4nd on May 4, 1900, the Rainy River
Railway were both amalgamated with
“the G N. R.

. Earnings in Nineteen-Hundred.
At the end of the fiscal year end-
" Bg Jupe 30, 1900, the company was
Operating 367 miles. For the six
";&ths ending that- date the gross
‘#arnings were $132,632.81; operating
es, $70,060.76; net earnings,
962,672.05; leaving a surplus. of $12,-
230,78,

At this point Mr. Hanna, referring
R‘ﬂle increase in the mileage, stated
~Wat In western Canada not a single
. Mile had ever been constructed with-
Out ‘a ‘direct request being made by
€ government. “If all the mileage
been built that was called for by
- the various governments the total to-
day would be considerably larger than
I 18" he said.

For the year ending June 12, 1901,
. With & mileage of 512, including one
‘Month's earnings. of the 'N..P. & M.
the gross earnings were $339,-
- 360.41; Operating expenses, $189,412.90;
‘eXpenses, $149,947,51; fixed
Ccharges, $136,446.33; leaving a surplus
9f $18501.18, which was used for the
eierment of the property. The next
Year showed 2, rapid growth, the mile-
;"e 0 1902 being 1,243.46: gross earn-
x:‘“- $1,400,973.43; operating = ex-
‘5:13:'. $830,774.11; net earnings,
Mv%.s'.’; fixed charges, $253,708.60;

AWINg a surplus of $79,992.82,

At was done with that surplus?”’

‘l.lf;d Mr. Butler., * .

S he same a4 the surplus in pre-

.;n“‘:‘ze&rs." answered the witness.

Wourty,%pem to better the company’s
. 9" Hanna Is Sensitive.

“:1“' William Meredith put a ques-
%nn;},ml aroused the ire of
Who was res

o { ponsible for the policy
.axd'fenqlms all these branches?” hz

. rgely the policy of the
'({Yfra:ﬂent." answered witness.

& ought Mackenzie and Mann
.\mmnot be pulled,” said Sir WilHam,
wme® it was in their interests.”
fuly T® is no one who can truth-

contradict that statement that it

He said |

On’

|stated Mr. Hanna.

|
|

L the following figures:

G
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plied " Mr, na. “And -1 may say
I am extremely sensitive at the many
references that bave been made to
the company by people who = know
nothing about the matter? . .

Mr. Hanna stated that in 1903 the
first annual report of -the: company
was Issued, which who a continu-
ous_‘growth both ds to mileage and
earnings which grew in oroportion
until, in 1914, the surplus was $1,554,-
of .wh 1,250,000 was

S "What ‘beppeiedt 18 1914  asked:
St Willlam "Sorediine T ,

*We did ‘not Day, out anything,”

In answer to a question put hy
Justice Harris witness stated that the
convertible stock”was charged out of
net income’of ‘the company. On June
8, 1914, in the 18th ‘year, after paying
dividends ctut of.thef net Income, the
surplus weas- $6,962,000. “This was
practically. nine per cent. on the out-
standing capi stock,” said Mr.

na.
© Money Paid on Stock.
. “As a matter of. fak no dividends

. were paid, but the money was paid
%xvp ‘the stock?”

queried Mr. Butler.
itness: “Yes"™ '

Mr. Hanna spoke of the Goose Luke
line, saying that it was the most im-
portant branch. Millions of bushels of
grain. had been handied over that
branch, and from 125 'to 140-cars of
coal a day. "It IS8 a fair estimate to
say thiut by next year we shall handle
280 cars of coal a day on that line. Out
of 1,940,000 tons of coal handled, 75
fer ’cenr.. came off the Goose Lake
ine.” 4

Taking the last statement issued by
the government showing the amoint
of business done hy all the railwvays
in Capada for 1916, Mr. Hanna gave
Total tonnage
of live stock carried by a'l railways
was  2,906.359 tons, of which 215,501
tons was carried by the C.N.R., or a
percentage of 5.60; mining = produce
carried by all rajlway companies, 37,-
§50,08: tuns, carried by C. N. K,
677,543, or a percentage of 7.07; forest
products ‘carried by all railways, 18,-
658,529 toas, of which 4,019,455 was
carried by C.N.R., or a percentage of
24.27; manufactured articles carried by
all railways, 16,867,782 tons, of which
the C.N.R. carried 1,273,187 tons, or‘a
percentage of 7.75; merchandise car-
1fed by all railways, 4,622,221 tons, of
which the C.N.R. carried 458,380 ‘nns,
or a percentags of 9.92; miscellancous
articles carried by all railways, 2,-
718,398 tons, of which ‘the C. N R.
carried 378,197 tons, or a percentage
of 13.76. . "“In othe- words,” said Mr.
Hanna, “of the total townage carried
during 1916 by all tke railroads of
‘Canada 12.18 per cent. was carried by
the C.N.R."

Necessary to See Branch.

“As a business proposition, would it
not have been better to postpone the
building of that line from British Co-
lumbia to Vancouver?” asked Sir Wil-
liam Meridith, 3

The following figures. were given
by Mr. Hanna, showing the earnings
of the C.PR. together with the mile-§
age operated from 1901 to 1908, ¢

Miles Gross Gross Net
Year. op'ted. earnings. earnings ern's

per m. perm,
1901 7563 $30,855,203 $4,079 $1601
1902 7588 87,508,053 4,942 1,856
1903 * 7619 43,957,373 5,769 2,079
Due to Mileage Construction.

‘The substantial increase shown in
this  table, Mr. Hanna explained, was
due to the mileage construction by the
C.N.R. “I stand here and say that the
C.P.R. has no monopoly of good man-
agement,” . declared Mr. Hanna.

A lengthy discussion took plde:2
when Mr. Hanna showed that, owing
to the better grades in the British
Columbia line of the C.N/R. as eom-
pared to the C.P.R. in the same wi-
cinity, the C.N.R. offered the better
opportunity for cheap  freight. The
difference, it wuas stated, was three
to one. :

It would take three engines on the
C.P.R. to pull the same train as one
engine would do on the C.N.R. sys-
tem.

2,-

AT SCORE’S.

lot that comes over
better the one before
it in points of assort-
ment, richness and
beauty. You'll '‘find
the 100 dozen new
Pim’'s Irish poplin
neckwear included in
Score’s special tie sale
one jof the most at-
tractive - selections
you have yet had the
satisfaction of choos-
ing from, and special-
1y priced at $1.45. R. Score & Son,
Limited, 77 King street west.

Every new
would seem to

PUBLIC SALE ADVOCATED
BY HEREFORD BREEDERS

Speakers at Annual Meeting of Cana-
dian Hereford Breeders’ Associa-
tion Recommend This Method.

L. Christie, Camsack, Sask., stated
at the annual meeting of the Cana-
dian Hereford Dreeders’ Association
held yesterday at the Carls-Rite that
he had spent $8900 on his first annual
sale this year and that it had brought
him buyers from all over western Can-
ada, who paid good prices for  his
stock. He considered his outlay was
money well invested. Mr. Sherry of
Edmonton also spoke strongly, in
favor of the public sale, saying that
he had wasted much time in showing
private buyers round his farm. He
never thinks of selling bulls now, ex-
cept at the annual bull sale. Mr.
Sherry advised the association to
utilize the money in the treasury in
advertising the merits of the Hereford
breed.

A grant of $100, instead of $25, was
made to the Canadian Red Cross, and
the grant to the various fairs thru-
out Canada was increased to $3000,
The questions relating to the proposed
live stock council and the Canadian
International were referred to the
board of directors, who were eleeted
as follows:

President, W, H. Hunter; Orange-
ville; vice-president, L. O: Clifford,
Oshawa; secretary-treasurer, H. D.
Smith, Ancaster, and J. A. Chapman,
Man.; F. Collicut and V. W, Smith,
Alta.; G. E, Reynolds, Jas. Page, Wal-
ter Headhead, Thos. Skipper, T. K.|

McConnell and ¥. J. Eaton from On-

jtario and L. Christie from Saskatche-

| wan.

Mr. |

CHARGED WITH FRAUD,

Ch.m'gml with fraud, Edwar J.
Potsingham, 114 Pembroke street, was
arrested on a warrant last night by
Detective Maurer, Potsingham is al-
leged to have paused bogus cheques
on various merchants thruout the
city. He will appear in the police
court this morning,

e ———

~ ;:“th& policy of the government,”

:lution was actually taking place. The
PIM’'S IRISH POPLIN NECKWEAR|

{ ious situation which has .arisen

| City Splicitor Lewis and Ald, Hufp
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Rev. Trevor H. Davies Speaks
- on Reconstruction in Eng-
land After the War.

s

PHBASFS BURNED OUT

Seen and People Are Get-
ting More Together.

Rev. Trevor H. Davies, the new
Welsh' pastor of 'the Metropolitan
Methodist Church, made an excellent
impression on the Empire Club yes-
terddy by his address on “Reconstruc-
tion in England” Full of thought,
well informed, easy in delivery, gen-
fal in manner, Mr. Davies proved him-
self a social force to be reckoned with.

Among the factors shakihg the in-
stitutions and ~home life of the old
Jand he mentioned the super-con-
sciousness that had come. of the sig-
nificance and meaning of empire. The
empire, he thought, following a clas-
sic aphorism, should be composed of'
as many people as could feel the thrill
of a common emotion. There had
been lacking before the war the sense.
of 'spiritual unity. ‘They had ceased
now to think of .the empire as so
many square miles,

Personally he ‘was satisfled that
Great Britain could solve all her so-
cial problems and still allow her peo-
ple to remain under the flag of their
home land. Reconstruction must not
become a mere platitude, and could
not in the presence of the far-reach-
ing processes. that were unfolding.
Never again would wages be deter-
mined in Great Britain solely on the
basis of competition, he said, and this
exemplified the difficulty of determin-
ing future courses without breaking
the framework of national unity. Rus-
sia’ before the war had unity without
freedom, Now she had freedom with-
out unity, and was marching to an-
archy thru terror. Some . preachea
syndicalism fn England, some concur-
rent allegiances and other doctrines;
and among the democracy there was
discontent with democratic govern-
ment, But democratic government
had never been tried in Great Britain.

Labor Leaders Trusted.

There were.“three features which
made . him  -hopeful that Great"
Britain would solve the most impor-
tant problems, First was that the
labor leadérs were men who could be
absolutely trusted. He knew Arthu:
Henaerson ‘intimately; and tho he had
made mistakes he wag absolutely
loyal to the British constitution, ana
his influence as a leader could not be
overestimated. “If labor will follow
its leauers in Britain,” said Mr. Da-
vies, “we shall find autonomy and
freedom combined “with' the deepest
loyalty to the ancient constituti

Fne-second: HOpelur rearure ‘was that’
the classes had peen brougnt together
As neverwshetgre. . Mome wnrases. hag-
been burned out of use by tne war.
L'ne “lower classes” was one or thein,
Where were the lower classes today 2
In the trenches. (Applause). “In
common suitering ‘all classes had
drawn together. There had been an
inCrease in the trades unions’ recog-
nlt_ion and assumption of responii-
bility, and he did not know an em-
ployer in Lancashire who was not
now profoundly grateful to have the
trades unions to deal with, They
gave him a sense of stability,

The third point was that the revo-

”

new franchise biil piaced eight mil-
lion new names on the register. The
greatest .educational scheme ever de-
vised had been adopted, It was cost-
ly, but they had to educate the people,
In the next house of commons he ex-
pected to see 200 ‘Labor members.

The man in the street waxs now the
only man that counted. The war
would ke won or lost by him. ?

Looking from his lawn one day in
North London he saw 30 German
aeroplanes swooping down on the
city—a magnificent sight. The result
was that in one school alone 40 little
children were blown to pieces so that
their parents could not recognize the
poor little mangled forms. Germany
actually thought that she could break
the morale of Great Britain by such
deeds as this.

“Gentlemen,” said Mr. Davies, *“I
attribute the stiffening of the nation
to these very deeds.” (Applause),

Temperance Question.

Of temperance, he said, he had not
time to speak, but there was much
misunderstanding and much exagger-
ation. = A tremendous advance had
been made already. The majority of
his friends were feeling their way to
state purchase as a step to local op-
tion and perhaps total proh)bltion.

BOARD ISSUES ORDER
COVERING TEN DAYS

Steps Taken to Relieve Gas Shortage
in Chatham and Wallaceburg
District.

With a view to relieving the; ser-
in
Chatham, Wallaceburg and district
thru an insufficient supply of natural
gas, the Ontario Railway and Muni-
cipal Board has isstued a tentative
order covering a period of ten days
whereby ‘manufacturers and other
large commercial gas consumers will
be cut off, the period to commence
at once, This action is taken pend-
ing further investigation by the
koard.

In- the enquiry to be conducted it
is understood the question of reserv-
Ing a supply of gas Wwill be gone into.
By noon today the order will be draft-
ed and the parties concerned notified
immediately of - the arrangements
agreed upon.

Chatham was represented yesterday
by Mayor C. E. Clements, R. Ander-
son, president of the board of trade;

T. B. Dundas, Dominion Glass Works,
and J. L. Houson, manager Dominion
Smgar Co. represented Wallaceburg.
Other members of the deputation were
J. Frager, K.C.;: Eugene Coste, Union
Gas Co., and J. R. L. Starr, counsel |
for the gas company, -4

FRENCH INCOME TAX RAISED.

Paris, Feb. 7.—The minister of
finance has propas>d to rzise the in-

P——

Class Distinctions ‘No_ More |
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for announcements of Big Bargains.
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BY “BURLIE QUEEN"
) ,fr . A ’
Miss Florence Mills is Tal-
ented and Beautiful Womian
of Stage.

ALL FOR BURLESQUE

Says it is Training Ground
for Most Great
Actresses.

By .H. M. B.
Did ‘you evér meet a “Burlie
Queen”? I ‘did, Wednesday after-
noon, but I was so surpriged about it

{ all, that I couldn’t Write my story the

fame day. It was this way—all my
life I bsed been told im sulidued tomes
sbout the ‘mystery of that branch of
the stage kmown as burlesque——wlm
the emphasis on the bur-r-, So when
1 finally made up my mind that I
would brave ‘all 'the“terrqrs attached
to a wisit to the Gayety Theatre I' was
filled with mingled sentimemts, First |
of all there was the emtrance problem.

The proximily of a live contem-
porary loomed large atrofis the:road
and Heetor and P. O'D. are always
on the lcckout for covy. The presénce
of the lins-up Was also an embarrass-
ing detail, so I decided to go .very
early, and avoid the rush . Luck was
with ms from the beginning, for the
manager was waiting at his own pri-
wvate entrance and Wustled me into the
hallway leading to the st dror’ and
all that was still to be learmed sabout
the: burlesque. folk—the Mqueen™ in

Seane footiights was not acter
: w © o nz previous
; the al

- Everything Al Right.

Everything was - orderly, efficiently
managed and .normafy quiet, There
were no “swear” signs visible and
certainly ne hecessity for:them:
the first @annual meeting of° the

I met some of the prettiest little
chorus girls I have seen this geason
and the Jew comedian was no . less
a personage than the queen’s husbana
—“every inch a king.”

“Come right in,’ called “the quéen,”
“help yourself to the trunk.”” This
informal inwvitation to “take a seat,”
made me right at home with her ma-
jesty and I settled dowm for one of
the most- gelightful Vvisits ever paid in
stageland. Florence Mills—the queen
—is the leading star with “The Merry
Rounders,” she’s merry as can be
herself and laughs. every minute: of
the show when she isn’t ginging ' or
rushing off to change into another
gorgeoug costume. For the -queen
never wears the same frock for miore
than one entrance. And then she’s
very beautiful, she Joves dogs, owning
a very valuable Russian wolf hound.
She looks for all the world like ner
cousin, Miss Percy Haswel]l, and last,
but not least, she is all for burlesque.

Al} Begin in Burlesque.

‘It 8 in the burlesque show that
all the greatest stage entertainers of
the day have received their schooling,”
said Miss Mills- “You have no idea
of the strict demand made upon a
company by a buriesque audience. If
you don’t keep them interested every
minute, they are liable to pull out
their newspapers and commence read-
ing and if there is anything in this world
that can take the heart out of your
work, when it is the best you can
give, it is to have a man in the fron'g
row commence reading the war news.

Miss Millss was surprised at the
small number of women in the audi-
ence. I was, too, for I stayed for the
performance, ‘sat in a box and wit-
nessed quite one of the prettiest mu-
sical shows I have seen this year.

Just Same in States.

“But it's just the same the
States,” acknowledged the lovely
blonde star. “In some cities ladies
atlend the burlesque sho§s as regu-

in

larly as vaudeville; in @thers they
are not seen in the audiénces at all
It's all a matter of prejudice.”

That was all! In future my pre-
judices will lean the wrong way, ac-
cording to my childhood teachings,
for every time that Florence Mills
comes to the Gayety I will be there—
Merry Rounders or no. This burlie
queen. is an actress of great ability,
a talented and beautiful woman, earn-
ing her living by hard work and mak-
ing a great success as well as doing
a great deal towards raising the old
standard of her particular branch of
a big profession.

TORCH EXPLODED,
Returned Soldier Was Severe'y Burned
and Taken to Hospital.

When the gasoline forch he was using
to thaw ou! frozen water pipes exploded
last night Frederick W. Prior, 108 Don-
langs avenye, a machinist and a returned
soldier, was severely burned ahout the
head, face- aud shoulders. Prior was
working in the cellar when the explo-
gion occurred and when his clothes jg-
nited he ran upstairs and across the
street tn Saunders’ grocery store, where
the people in the store extinguished the
flan.es, He was later removed to .the
General Hogpital, where his condition was

come tax from 12 1-2 per cent, to 14.

, th the F uel Controller’s re-
“ .quest, the Store will remain closed all day
Saturday and Monday. See Monday's Papers

Photograph of the delegates to the

+

convention of- Granite ahd Marble Workers now being held in’ Toronto.

NO PROVINCIAL
ELECTIONTH YEAR

{Continued from Page One).

tended to help in carrying the war to
a successtful conclusion.

Feel Loss of Hon. Mr. Rowell.

William Proudfoot, leader of the op-
position, continuing the debate on the
speech from the throne, reviewed the
events whigh led up to the acceptance
by Hon. N. W, Rowell of a position
in Sir Robert Borden’s cabinet. “We
feel the loss of Mr. Rowell very keen-
Iy,” he said, “on this side of the house,
but ‘what we lose the federal gov-
crnment. .gains.” Mr, Proudfoot said
he believed Union government would
prove a great success, and then care-
fully analyzed ‘the speech and the re-
marks made by {ts mover and se-
conder.

Need for Production.

Mr. Proudfoot went on to discuss
the need of greater production and
advocated more help to the farmers,
advising that more tractors be pro-
vided. He urged the use of interned
aliens on the land in northern On-
tario under the supervision of return-
ed soldiers. : 7

Regarding thé grants of land to re-
turned soldiers, and the loans of $600
to ‘each, he was of opinion that the
money - should be given outright . to
those who would make good on the
land. He praised the work of. the
Untario Hospital at Orpington, and
he said he was prepared to support
the government in its plans in the
further development of electrical en-
ergy. He wanted ‘the jails to be used
more for the care of feeble-minded,
and he thought that there were mem-
bers on the government side of the
house better qualitied to fill the port-
folio 'of agriculture than the prime
minister himself, i

Provincial Election

Speaking 1n regard ¢o the possinility
vOf - & provincial election z00n, Mr.
Proudfoot said it would be unfair not
to consider the soldiers. A different
means ° of securing their wotos than
that adopted in the last election cculd
cagily be afttained by extonding the
iite of the legislature., ' This extensicn
should be for a year, gnd hoping that
the war would be over by that: time
the necessity of taking the soldiers’
attention away from the serious prob-
lem they were facing would be eli-

sminated. “The extension should realiy

be for a reasonable period after the

closc of the war,” he said. “An oclec-

tion shouldn’t take place until the

scldiers are home again. I think I

represent the vast majcrity of the

people by asking for this extension.”
Premier Speaks.

Sir William Hearst paid tribute to
the members of the house who were
serving overseas. He announced that
the premiers of the provinces were
going to Ottawa next week to a con-
ference’ called by Sir Robert Borden
to take into consideration the question
of greater production. He was op-
posed to any scheme for the introduc-
tion of Chinese labor, and thought
that the drafting of aliens for work'

authorities. He paid tribute tg the
help given the province last summer by
the boys and giris and students who
had worked on farms, and he Foped
they would this year rally. again to
kelp in greater produetion,

A vigorous campaign in road con-
struction after the conclusion of the
war was foreshadowed and the work of
the Hydro~Electr§c Commission was
outlined by the premier.

Accepts Extension Qffer.

Premier Hearst, in referring to Mr.
Proudfoot’s suggestion that the legis-
lature be extended until the soldiers
return, said that a great responsibili-
ty -had been-placed upon his should-
ers, and ome which he would not
shirk. '“If the leader of the opposi-
tion and I could arrange it, I'm sure
we would have no. difficulty, but I
feel that as we are in a serious time,
the better ¥t will be fore the pro-
the better it will be fors the pro-
v 0O

inge..
“l have decided to accept the offer

reported -as satisfactory,

could be done only thru the military | |

bof the leadet_'-»qtrthe“qppgsiuox‘x.»" _dg:- :

clared Sir William, amid applause,
“and I have no doubt we can ar-
range the dtails of the bill.” . Party
peolitics would have to be forgotten
and there ‘would not be any by-elec-
tions, altho, fair criticism was always
expected, Sir Willlam pointed out
that the passing of the bill would be
taken to mean a fresh mandate from
the people in order that the proper
‘progressive legislation which the ser-
ious time necessitated, might be fear-
lessly passed.

The premier spoke with feeling of
the great price the country and em-
pire was paying, “But God rules—
let us keep stout hearts, and all will
be well,” he congcluded. e

As for the vacancy in the cabinet,
that of minister of agriculture, which
portfolio was held by Premier Hearst
Mr. Dewart suggested that -Dr. Creel-
man could be elected in North Ox-
ford and be included in the cabinet.

Provingial Unionism.

H. Hartley Dewart, South West To-
ronto, said he was glad that the prime
minister had agreed to an extension
of the legislative term so as to avoid
a war-time election. He regretted,
however, that the premier did not go
further and accept in provincial af-
fairs the principle of Union govern-
ment, he had spoken with great elo-
quence during the Dominion campaign
in favor of the government at Ot-
tawa in which both political parties
should be fairly represented. 1f that
is desirable in national affairs why
would it not be equally desirable in
provincial affairs? Wiy did not the
prime minister invite the leader of the
opposition and other Liberals to places
in his cabinet? 5

Mr. Dewart said that there would
be work for Liberals to do in the cab-
inet. They were needed there to help
the government to deal properly with
the nickel question. The minister of
mines in the present government, wno
was especlally charged with the ad-
ministration of the great nickel de-
posits, had much to explain to the peo-
ple of Ontario. He had publicly stat-

been alienaited since the Whitney gov-
ernment. came into power, but a re-
turn just tabled, showed that no iess
than 83 patents for nickel bearing land
had been issued from time’ to time to
nickel companies by the present gov-
ernment. Since the last session of the
leglislature 1500 acres had thus beén
alienated and, in this connection, Mr.
Dewart read from a return brought
down to the house by the deparuuient
of lands, forests and mines.

Nearly two years ago, Mr. Dewart
continued, Hon. Mr, Ferguson assurea
the ‘people of Ontario that the govern-
ment had a process for refining nicke!
and that the nicke] ores were to pe
refined in this province. What had
lbecome of that process and what nickel
‘had in faot been refined in the Pro-
|vince of Ontario, and what conditions
as to refining were attached to the
lavish grants of nickel bearing lands
being made almost from day to day
by, the government? L :

{ Pay Taxation Share.

Mr. Dewart also suggested that
Liberal ‘members of the cabinet might
see to it that the great nickel com-
panies paid their fair share of taxa-

ed that no nickel bearing lands had:

tion. For years the province had

been content to receive $40,000 a yeas

from the International Nickel Com -’
Pany in full payment of its taxes

under what was known as the Hearst-

Nesbitt agreement.. If that agree-

‘ment had been lived up to the Inter-

national Nickel Company, for the past.
two years, would have paid into the

provincial treasury by way. of taxa:

tion just $80,000. The past leader of

the opposition, Hon. Mr. Rowell, ‘the

‘member for South Wellington, Mr.

Carter, and others, had protested

They had, with the help of .thers, &0
stirred public opinion that an investi-

gation was demanded, and as a result.
the government had to treat as a
scrap of paper the Hearst-Nesbitt

agreement, and the . International

Nickel €Company had to pay, and did

pay, as taxes for the past two years,

not- $80,000, but $1,360,000. As a mat-

ter of fact the province ought to go

back and make that company pay at

least $600,000 'more. .

Mr. Dewart also regretted that the
patronage evil was to Continpe and
that the prime minister had nothing
to say in favor of civil service Te-
form, He closed with an eloquent
plea for national unity, and qtuoted
with approval the speech recently de-
livered by Sir Lomer Gouin in the
legislative assembly of Quebeec.

Care of Children.

Dr. Forbes Godfrey (West York)
advocated the abolition of the Ontariv
License Board after April 1, 1918, re-
taining only one member, and the use
of the money saved in the department
of public health. :

T elimination of all home work
was”strongly advocated by Dr. God-
frey when he criticized the depart-
ment of education, ‘In his opinion
children would make quicker progress
without the constant cramming whica
the present system requires. S

Sam Carter, South Wellington, sald
he had always been an advocate - of
Union Governient and congratulated
the house.on the new principles adopt-
ed. By adherence to those principles
the country would win in the struggle
overseas. He touched upon the trials
thru which the Dominion was passing
and eulogized Premier Hearst and his
cabinet for carrying out the Ontario
Temperance Act and other progressive
measures.

The address was adopted and the’
house rose at 11 p.m. after Hon. T. W.
McGarry gave notice that on Tuesday
he will move that the house go into
committee of supply and, in answer
to a question from Mr. Proudfoot, said
he expected the budget to be ready
by then.

MEETING POSTPONED.

Th% Labor Temple Co.’s sharehold-
ers’ meeting listed for Saturday even-
irg has been postponed until Thurs-
day evening next.

FOR STEALING WHISKEY.

Special to The Toronto World.
Kitchener, Feb, 7.—-Edward Stoskopf
‘and Emmanuel Neyer were today each
sentenced to two years less a day in
the Ontario Reformatory- for stealing

whiskey from the Seéagram distillery

at Waiterloo. i
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