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are in the distant past, its ramifications run in all directions;
there are side currents as well as the main stream; higher
and lower movements live side by side; early types of thought
reappear at later stages; alongside of the higher attainments
ot inspired thought there are survivals of primitive concep-
tions. We cannot hope—in fact, we do not desire—to reduce
the rich complexity of life to an abstract simplicity.

"Periods," then, are artificial and not real livisions,
adopted fr)r convenience in handling the subject. Some his-
torical events, as the Coming into Palestine or the Exile, some
stages in the religion, as the rise of the higher forms of
preaching or the Deuteronomic Reform, may make a deep im-
pression, but the thread of history is never absolutely broken;
the current of life niiiy seem to move more slowly at one time'
than another, but it never comes to a full stop. In Syria and
Palestine to-day beliefs and customs may still be found similar
to those of the pre-:Mosaic times, while the OT message, in its
manifold forms, has made for itself a place in the highest life
of the world. Similarly, such labels as nomadic religion, agri-
cultural rcliKioii, pre-prophftic reliKion, prophetLsm, legalism,
need *" hv watched lest they become hard and mechanical.
They remind us that the spirit of reli^'ion, the spirit that re-
sponds to Cod's call and expresses man's hunger and aspira-
tion, is influmrid in its on/in, fil f(,rnif< by changing circum-
stances, er. ,1(111110 conditions, intellectual culture, but they
must not be too snarpiv separated, or treated as final explana-
tions of the trreat reality. In the most primitive ob.servuncos
there were irlimmerinps of jjrt at truths expressed in symbolic
forms by men of prophetic vision, and in the days of hardest
Icgali-m there was nuieh personal piety and tender devotion.

rii< HisforiraJ S(tti,n/.~Thv Hebrew tribes came into
Palestine in the thirteenth century n.c. The first period of
two or three centuries ,as relkcted in the earliest parts of .!{,'.,

is one of restless stvugKle. partly of conque.st and partly of
assimilation. The foundation of the kingdom under David
and Solomon is of j,mat histr)rical and religiou.s importance.
Thi' disruption, some seventy years later, .shows its lack of


